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PREFACE 


Mi&a Sir Fazli Husain w a major political figure duriag the 
twenties and thirties of this couniry, first in the Punjab and ihen in 
tU India. Yet. after the rise of the Pakistan movement and parti¬ 
cularly after the partition of India and the creation of Pakistan he has 
been largely forgotten or overlooked. He could be caikd the for¬ 
gotten man of the Muslim poliacal revival in the early thirties. Hia 
son Azim Husain has written bis biography {Fazhi*Uus^aint London, 
l$46), but, owing perhaps to the troubled time of its publication, it 
did not receive the attention it deserved. It was a time of cristsp 
with Pakistan within a year of achievemcni. It is therefore fitting 
and timely that the memory of his work and achievements should be 
rescued from historical oblivion by an edition of his letters and 
papers. This task has now been faithfully and ably under taken by a 
fellow Punjabi, Dr, Waheed Ahmad. 

It must have seemed to many, as the independence movement 
achieved success in 1947, that the actions of pre^Pakistan sUtesmen 
were irrelevant. Yet, if there had not been a scries of such men with 
vision and determination, Pakistan would have remained a dream, a 
tale of unfulfilled renown. The scries goes back as far» perhaps, as 
Shah Waliuilah of Delhi in the ISlh century. It certainly includes 
Sayyid Ahmad Khan in the I9th century, and the claims of Fazli in 
the 20th are strong. 

In what way can this claim be justified ? Fazli died in 1936 
before Pakistan was a serious issue. It is fairly clear that he would 
have opposed the project, at least in its earlier stages. Yet hit wort 
was essential to the movements fruition; the dynamo of Pakistani 
success lay in the Punjah, and it was Fazli who gave that dynamo im 
new found strength. 

The answer to this question is to be found in his career from 
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1921 oDWtrdi. The MoDtford reforms set up responsible ministries 
in the Indian provinces; the Punjab shared in this provision, but 
with the disability of tacking an overall majority of teaU in the 
legislature for the raajoriiy Muslim community. Eventually this 
provision led (in 1947) to civil war, but Faali found a way of both 
ncercising power and promoting Muslim revival within the 
constitution. Taking office as Minister of Education he formed a 
firm political base by bis alliance with the rural Hindu Jats, an 
alliance which was to outlast his own life by ten years. Both 
communities had an interest in promoting the cause of the cultivator 
against the monied classes of the towns. Both communities were 
relatively backward so that both could go forward together. On 
this basis Fazli extended education to the rural countryside and saw 
that the Muslims had a proper share of service and public appoint* 
ments. The integrity with which he conducted the partnership was 
shown by its long duration; the result was an awakened, self- 
conscious and greatly strengthened Muslim community in the Punjab, 
and also a greatly strengthened Jat one. The Fazli-Chothu Ram axis 
benefited both parties; it was essentially a revival of the countryside 
and an assertion of its independence from the towns. In thh prospect 
Jat and Muslim cultivator agreed; Fazli’s party was rightly nicknam¬ 
ed the zamindars' party. Its work made Fazli in some degree a 
nourisber of both Pakistan Punjab and Indian Haryana, for from 
this alliaoce both acquired the strength to fulfil their later destiny. 

At the time the Fazli experiment was widely regarded as a model 

I 

example of communal harmony. Why then did it break down 
eventually? Why. in other words, did it prove to be only a temporary 
arrangement? One reason, I chink, was that the two parties were 
largely physically separated ^ the Jats in the east and the Muslims 
in the west of the province. Emotional friction was therefore largely 
avoided so long as times were quiet. The other was that the proviucc, 
as part of a much larger whole, was susceptible to over-riding issues 
from outside which could stir mass emotion within. Such an issue 
was the Pakistan movement as it gathered force from 1937 onwards. 
|t is lignificant that the Punjab was the last key Muslim area to come 
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into Udc; this was because it was the least affected by the fear of 
Hjiidit doiniDatioii, The flame kiodted first in mtnortty areas and 
spread to majority ones later for this reason. 

But the nourishing of the Muslim Punjab was only one part of 
Pazirs work. He entered the all-India stage when he joined the 
Viceroy*a Executive Council in 1930. There he played the part of a 
detennined liberal reformer. But, unseen by the public eycT he also 
assumed another role of far-reaching consequence. It was the virtual 
direction from New Delhi of the Muslim delegations to the Round 
Table Conference from 1930 to 1933. Mis attitudes and his moves 
can be traced in these papers. His work was not only to prevent a 
communal settlement on terms he considered unsuitable and to stiffen 
Muslim resistance to the Indian National Congress; it was essentially 
and more importantly to draw the Muslim delegations together and 
create a sense of solidarity and common purpose. In this work he 
Was laying a foundaiion upon which Muhammad Ali Jinnah was later 
to build. 

Fazli Husain was spare of frame, soft in speech and unobtrusive 
in manner. He suffered much ill-health and was often racked with 
pain from the ills which ended bis career untimely in 1936. But the 
unassuming exterior concealed an iron wilt and a cryatal-dcar in¬ 
tellect. It concealed ambition too, but it was the zeal to raise his 
country and his people, not the monomania of a would-be dictator. 
Above all it concealed a shining integrity of which bis country, like 
all others, then as now, had need. 

26 August, 1974, Percival Spear 
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INTRODUCTION 


In the history of modem British India no other political figure 
baa been more misunderstood and more controversial than the late 
Mian Sir FazNi-Kusain. He bas been described as one who sowed 
'seeds of communal disharmony*! and is accused of having worked 
against the Indian nationalist movement in an ‘unfussy and sub« 
terranean manner' in order to assure 'for himself a long succession of 
ofiices*^ Only on the eve of his death, it is suggested, he turned a 
national ist.3 it is also stated that he was *a nationalist and a demo¬ 
crat’ and ’the all-India interests were always paramount with him'.^ 
After his death, says his one-time colleague in the Viceroy’s Council, 
Muslim leadership passed into unworthy hands with the result that 
the country had to be divided.^ On the other hand, he Is regarded 
as ’a martyr in the service of his people* and a leader who prepared 
the groundwork for the establishment of Pakistan.^ ’Without Mian 
Fazl-1-Husain.’ it is affirmed, ’Pakistan would not have come into 
being’.'' But he is also denounced as one who divided the Punjab 
Muslims into rural and urban groups which harmed Muslim Inter¬ 
ests A He is accused on the one band of having operated in regard to 
political issu^ over and above the head of the massesand suppresiied 

L Durga Das, India from Cur ion to Nehru & After ^ (London, 1969), 
p, 112. The author was personally known to Fazl-i-Husatn. 

2. Diwan Chand Sharma, ’The Truth about Mian Fazl-i-Husaiu’, 
Modern Reviewt June 1937, cited in Azim Husain, FazN^Husain: 
A Foiitical Biography^ (Bombay, 1946), p. 373, 

3. Durga Das, op. cit, p. 173, 

4. Sardar Sir Jogendra Singh to Azim Husain, 23 March 1946, 
Fazt-j-Husain Papers [FPJ, 

5. A view expressed to me by Sir George Schuster (Finance Member, 
Viceroy’s Council, 1921-34) in an interview at the Savoy, London, 
on 21 April 1969. 

6. A view expressed to me by Chaudhri Sir Muhammad Zafrulla 
Khan in an interview in London on 22 May 1970, 

7. Ibid. 

ti. See Punjab News Letter in Dawn, (Delhi), S June, 1946, 
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mass avi^flkeningi and on the other of fAiling to lead the Mtislim 
community over the Shahidganj dispute.^ The nature of bis politi' 
cat relationship with some of his eminent Muslim contemporarres 
such as Silcander Hyat Khan, At lama Tqbal and Quaid-i-Azam M,A, 
Jtnnab is also controversial.) On one pointy however, there is unanim* 
ity. During the major part of his poJiticuI career he dominated 
the Punjab politics completely and the Indian politics to a large extent. 

Most of the fnctual details of Mian Fazl-i-Husain's life are 
given in his biography written by hts boh.** His political views and 
policies are recorded in the documents printed in the following 
pages. His ianuiuerable speeches and statements made in the Punjab 
and the central legislatures and in public exist in the legislative pro¬ 
ceedings officially published and fn the newspapers such as C/v// <£ 
Military Gazette, (LahoreY* TimeM of fntHa* (Bombay), Star of Jntlia, 
(Calcutta), and other Indian newspapers available in the India Office 
Library and the British Museum Newspapers Library at Colindalc.) 
They fully explain what he thought and desired regarding issues which 
aroused peoples' concern at that time. The docutnents which, 
follow relate principally to the period of 193IY-5, although some 
papers of prior date pertaining to such cmcial issues as the Nehru 
Report and the Simon Commission are included in the present 
volume. But questions like the strategy in the pursuit of his objec¬ 
tives, the range of his political following and the decree of influence 
which he exercised on the public are not dilated upon in these 
documents. One can, however, get an inkling of these matters in his 
diaries. He publicly criticised Indian exclusion from the Simon 
Commission^ and offered to resign his Membership of Punjab Govern- 

1. See Ashiq Husain Batalvi, fqbal ke 4khri do Sah (Urdu), (The 
last (WO years of Iqbal], (Karachi, 1961), p, 281. 

2. See Anonymous Urdu letter to FazI-i-HuSain, 15 February 1936, 
letter 430. 

3. See Ashiq Husain Batatvi, op. cit.. pp. 235^328. and Yusuf 
Abhasi, 'A Tussle for the Punjab Leadership, 1935-6, Jourttal of 
the Pvfiitib Unherslty Historical Society, (Lahore, June I960). 

4. Azim llusain, op. cit. 

5. His speeches nnd statements will be published In a separate 
volume later. 

6. See Indian Hadoaat Herald, (Bombay), and Ctvli & MUUary 
Gazette, both of 19 November 1927. 
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itwnt' when asked by Hailey to retract his public pronouaccnieat.^ 
But Haiiey yielded* and he also agreed to cod the fuatter there,* We 
owe this rare information to Hailey who preserved it In his private 
papers. But one is still left guessing as to why FazTi dropped the 
matter so easily over an issue which had enraged Indian opinion so 
much and why Uie shrewd and firm Hailey submitted to FazU so hastily 
over a matter so vital to Government. Much of the inside infomation 
about FazM-Husain's career nece^^ary for constructing a history of 
modem India will probably never become available* Most of the 
papers of his fmiraate associates arc, it seems, either lost or remain 
untraceable or are held in private custody beyond the reach of the 
ordinary researcher. Nevertheless, one can get a suifleieal clue 
by delving in the contemporary newspapers* files, oflictal, non** 
official and other published works, in the confideatial writings of 
those whose collections of private papers exist and are available for 
scrutiny and in his own writings included in this volume. 

Although Fazt-i“Husain's political career can be looked at from 
three different angles, as a Punjabi, as an Indian nationalist and as a 
Muslim leader, yet ground will be covered fay examining his work 
under the last two categories only. 

In a note in his diary dated 12 November 1901, he described his 
ambition *to be the Recognized Leader of the Indian Musalmans and 
sit in the House of Commons as The Right Honourable Gentleman 
from the Punjab*. This was recorded in the Victorian era, during 
Cijrzon*s viceroyalty and the formative phase of Fazl'i-Husain’s life. 
His desire to assume the leadership of the Indian Muslims may have 
been the immediate result of the incident noted in the diary only three 
days earlier in which, he felt, he encountered Hindu communal oppo' 
sition over his election to the sub'comm it tee of theSialkot graduates 
union. But it was a minor matter which does not seem to have pro¬ 
duced any durable effect on his mind. Four years later, he Joined the 
provincial branch of the Indian National Congress and, though he re- 

1. FazM-Husaio to Hailey, 6 December 1927, letter 31. 

2. Hailey to FaiM-Husain, 24 November 1927, letter 30, 

3. Hailey to Fazt-i-Husuin, 7 December 1927, letter 32. 

4. Fazl-i-Husain to Haiiey, 8 December 1927, letter 33. 
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signed from the Congress party In 1920, he always ibared the Congress 
ideal of pre-1920 period. His aUitude towards the Congresa is best 
described in his own public speech made in the midst ^of the intenso 
CoDgrcss-Govcrnmcnt tussle just four years before hss death ; 

People forget that once a Congress man, always a Congress 
man. Those who remain within the fold of the Congress 
may forget their principles, but those who have left the 
Congress cannot afford to do that...A man’s policy conaisu 
in methodsi principles and their execution. As regards my 
methods it was not different from the method of all those who 
in 1919-20 felt themselves unable to subscribe to the Con¬ 
gress creed of non-co-operation. I was one of the many who 
had the courage to say, no... I assure you that I evolved no 
new principles. Mine ^eie the principles which I, along 
with a large number of Congress men, decided upon and set 

-P * 

out to adopt. 

Is there a Congress man who does not hold the view 
that the development, success and grettneu of a country 
depend upon the progress of all parts of the os^ryt Is 
there a Congress man who does not hold the vi^ that as 

^ i ■ r ^ 

long as large tracts in Indian disfigure the name'oftndia by 
being called backward no ladlan can stand up and raise his 
head high? Is there a Coogress man who holds the;, now 
thatby placiog facilities in the way of large cities and concea'' 
trating on political action fn those cities yon are not - renHy 
giving the country liberty but are making the mistake of 
creating one class to rule over another, a larger, poorer nod, 
therefore, a better class? There I again hold that I was not 
the author of these claims. I simply took them from my 
friends. I further claim that had any other Congress man 
adopted the method 1 adopted and tried to carry- out the 
Congress programme he could not have done otherwite 'than 
I did. 

As regards the question of execution ..in the first 
decade of the 20t1i century we, working in the Congress, 
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were of the view that politicaj work in the country ahould 
proceed by consuitation. discussion and by educating and 
peiauadtng our fellow-workers. 1 assure you k is a tedious 
and troublesome work. 11 takes you days and days to get 
through work which* if you were a dictator* you could do in 
five minutes. If the Congress of today believes in Dictators. 
1 never did and 1 do not.* 

Infcrination about the aims and objects of the National Unionist 
Party exists in detail, but not enough information is available about 
the circomsUnces leading to its establishment and its acttviiies in the 
early days. Documents concerning the Party do not exist either in 
Fazl'i-Husain'f own papers or in other private collections. The 
origin and growth of the Party are not reported even in a newspaper 
like Civii A Mititary Gazette of that time, Muslim Outlook (whose 
files* as far I know, are not availabe anywhere), Tribune (whose 
original and also microfilm series exist in Chandigarh in India^) and 
other contemporary local newspapers must contain details about the 
formation of the Party and its activities. But I did not have access 
to them. 

Controversy surrounds f azl-i-Husain^s intention in founding the 
Unionist Party. Did he mean to use the Party as a means to amelio^ 
rate the lot of the overwhelming rural population of the Punjab who 
could not compete with the educated and self-conscious elite living in 
cities? Or* did he establish the Party deliberately on a non-comntunal 
basis in order to maintain himself as a Punjabi leader and level up 
the inferior Muslim position? The Punjab Muslims could not rule 
the province independent of the support of the Hindus and Sikhs 
since, in this province, the Muslim population only marginally ex- 

K CMl & Military Gazette^ 22. June 1932. Speech at a reception 
of the National Unionist Party in Lahore arranged for him and 
Chaudhri 2^[fulJa fCfaan who was appointed to officiate as 
Education Member of the Viceroy*! Council during his absence 
on leave. 

2. 1 was told by an Endian historian in London that at the time of 

Partition, a Muslim Deputy Superintendent of Police at Lahore 
allowed and helped the transfer of the entire records of Tribune 
on donkeys and bullock carts from its head office in Lahore 
across the frontier into India. 
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cceded the Hindu and Sikh population. Fazt>i-Hu»ain's work has been 
generally examined in the light of these propositions. 

Fazl-i-Husain bad his critics both for being a comtiiuual and 
also a non-com munal leader. The charge of communal bigotry was 
the recurring editorial theme in the a Lahore Hindu daily. 

The Tribune*i view is confirmed by no less a person than Hailey. 
Commenting as late as 1961 on Azioi Husain's biography of his 
father, Haiiey wrote; 

It is a little unfortunate that one of the records of the poUti^ 
cal history of the Punjab in the inter-war period is to be 
found in the biography of Sir Fazli Hosain by his son^ 
Azim Husain, lie represents his father as the creator and 
leader of the Unionist party, the objects of which were 
continuously thwarted by the official govemment of ^which I 
was the head. One must forgive the desire shown by the son 
to pay a tribute to the memory of hU father, but hit record 
of Fazlj Hosain's career in politics is very far from objec¬ 
tive...he would admit that bis father was first and last dedi¬ 
cated to securing the advancement, political and! ecottomic, 
of Muslims as against the Hindus and Sikhs, and that the 
machinery he utilized for this purpose was the leadership 
accorded to him by the '‘agricultural’* members of the legia* 
lature consisting mainly of Muslims and such Hindus and 
Sikhs as were prepared as ‘'agriculturists'* to support him 
against the "non-agricultural** Hindu and Sikh sections of 
the population. 

Sir Fazli himself bad 1 think no real affinity with the 
"agriculturist'’ as defind by the Punjab legislation; but he 
utilized the support of the ‘'UnionisP* party in so far as rhff 
could aid him in securing the advance of the Muslim cauic^. 

1. TribuWt 25 and 26 August 1925 and 3 April 1930, on bis appoint¬ 
ment as a temporary Member of the Viceroy’s Council, These 
editoriais were made availab.e to me through the courtesy of 
Dr. S. R. Mchrotra, Fellow, Historical Research Institute, 
Simla. 

2. Hailey to D, A. Low (then Fellow, Department of History, 
Australian National Univcisity, Canberra), 10 January 1961, 
India Office Library, Hailey Collection, MSS. Fur. E, 220/51. 
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The events in the last few monibs of his Mfe when prepBrationH 
were afoot to launch the provincial part of the 1935 Act led to some 
dififerences of approach between him and Quaid-i^Azam M.A. Jinnab, 
mention of which occurs even In the latter's remarks on Fazt-i> 
Husain's death.^ After Fazli died events in India marched very swiftly 
so that in just ten years the mighty British Indian empire was liquid¬ 
ated and India was partitioned on communal lines. In the closing 
phase, the leaders of the Unionist Party which Fazl-i-Hiisain had found¬ 
ed and led* stood against Jinnah and the aspirations of the Muslims of 
the sub-contttieot symbolised in the concept of Pakistan. Jinnah was* 
or was at least regarded in the Hindu camp as, a man who believed 
in and worked for a political conciliation between Hindus and Mus* 
lims to a greater degree than did Fazl-i-Husaiiw One can only guess 
what Fazli would have done if he had lived to witness the operation 
of the proviuciat autonomy by Congress ministries and tbe later 
events. He bad foresight* chainpioued a cause and lacked no courage. 
After all* he had resigned from tbe Congress in 1920 even before his 
status as a leader in his own right was established. Fazl-i>Musajn 
could hardly be held responsible for the programmcj policy and 
methods of his party successors. 

It has to be conceded that the political situation in the Punjab 
was very special and needed special treatment. Until the programme 
of partitioning the province on communal lines was accepted* it is 
inconceivable that a communal government in the Punjab could be 
instituted and enabled to enjoy stability. 

Fortunately* the Fazl-i-Husain collection of this period is quite 
rich though a number of important documents arc missing from it. 
However* the subject needs enlargement and a fuller eiplanation 
which can be possible only by an exhaustive study of the contem¬ 
porary newspapers' files, olBcial records* the Quaid's and the Muslim 
League's papers now available and the papers of Fazl-i-Husain's 
colleagues lying here and there in private hands in Pakistan and else¬ 
where. 

Fazl-i-Husain's contribution to the Indian politics in general and 
Muslim politics in particular during ihe last six years of bis life was 
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1. Times oj tndia, 1 1 July 1936, 
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very aubstaniial, Tbii related to the reform work preceding the eo- 
aciment of the 1915 Act, Opiniona differ whether he was right in the 
course he adopted on the communal side. Muilims trusted his judg> 
raent, but Hindus^ especiaiiy of the Punjabi regarded faim as a 
source of evil. Even non-Punjabi Hindus such as K.N. Haksar,^ 
B-L. Mitter* and even Tcj Bahadur Sapru^ shared this view.^ If we 
consider his efforts during 1933 to help solves despite opposition from 
several prominent Muslims,^ the most contentious issue of separate 
electorates by evolving a formula to introduce joint electorate in 1i^ 
Punjab,^ this criticism would hardly be justified. He failed with drie 
Punjab Hindus and Sikhs as Jinnah had failed with Congress men 
during 1927-8 and later with Pandit M.M. Malaviya^ in J934 over the 

« Tjl 

1. B. 1S7B; Private Secretary to Maharaja Semdia. 1903-12; Undei^ 

Secreiaryt Political Department, Government ot India, 1905% 
Member, Board of Revenue, 1909-14; Indian States delegalf lp , 
the first two sessions of the Indian Round Table Conferen(^|^, 
1930-1; Prime Minister, Bikaner State; 1946- 

2. B. 1875; practised in the Calcutta High Court; Stands^' 
Counsel to Government of India, 1922; Law Member, Viccrcfllfll^- 
Council, 1928-34; Member, Bengal Executive Council, 

Dewan of Baroda, 1945-7; acting Governor of West Bengal, 
d. 1950. 

3. B. 1875; advocate of Allahabad High Court; Law Membe^ 
Viceroy's Council, 1920-3; President, National Liberal Fedcei^ , 
tion of India* 1923 and 1927; delegate to the three sessions of thlT 
Indian Round Table Conference (1930-2) and to the 
sessions of the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Indian C3 m^ 
stitutional Reforms, 1933; President, AnJumaH’e’Tara^qhe-l7rS^^ 
e-HfW; d. 1949. 

4. See Sapru to B. L. Mitter, 30 May and 5 June 1931, B.Jf 
Milter to Sapru, 2 June 1931, Sapru to K. N. Haksar, 1 JiM,. 
1931 and K, N. Haksar to Sapru, 1 June 1931, Sapru Paper*. 

5. See Civfi & MtUtary Gaieite^ ^ May 1933 for the resoliit|te 
adopted at a joint meeting of the Punjab Provincial Muslim Civ 
fercnce and the Punjab Muslim League at the house of Allium 
Iqbal on 5 May 1933- 

6. Fbid„ 29 April and I May 1933 for the detaiit of the arraa^§0' 

ment. '' 

7. B. 1861; President, Indian National Congress, 1909 and 1918; 
Vice-Chancellor, Benares Hindu University, 1919-40; del^atc to 
the second session of the Indian Round Table Confeieoe^ 1931; 
d. 1946. 
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same iasueJ 

His influence with the Indian GovernmenU of Ifwin and Willing- 
don at least at regards the communal question was considerable. It 
was total with tbc Muslim representatives who were associated wiih 
the intricate discussions at the Round Table Conference and the 
Joint Parliamentary Committee on Indian Constitutional Reform. 

The Shnon Commission was rejected totally by ihe Indians. How¬ 
ever^ it had received some semblance of co-operation from the Punjab 
Muslims in the background of the acuta Hindu-Muslim tension over 
the Rangiia Xasul dispute.* But because of the stand taken by the 
Labour members of the Commission,^ the Commission’s Report 
denied to the Muslims of the Punjab, and also of Bengal, a statutory 
majority^ which they had claimed on the population basis. Here 
Fazl-i-Husain intervened at can be seen in the following which Irwin 
wrote to the Secretary of State : 

Fazl-bHnsain sent me a few days ago a note on Muslim 
feeling, which I think is of sufficient interest to pass on to 
you. It speaks for itself, but on several of their points I 
have considerable sympathy with them. Anyhow, you may 
take this as a fairly good statement of what 1 believe to be 


]. See Jinnah's statement in Times cj Indiat 7 April 1934 which 
contains details of the JiDuati-Malavrya negotiations and their 
breakdown. 

2. This point has been discussed in detail in the Communal chapter 
of my Ph, D. thesis entitled ^Thc Formation of the Government 
of India Act, 1935', <Carahridgc, 1969), which is being published 
shortly. 

3. See the following in George R. Lane-Fox (member of the 
Simon Commission who was a Conservative party nominee) to 
Irwin, 2 August 1930, India Office Library, Halifax Collection, 
MSS. Eur. 152/19: *As to Moslem complaint, you must remem¬ 
ber that our report was an agreed one. We had great difficulty 
in getting our Labour colleagues to recommend communal 
electorates at all. II was only by conceding the Punjab and 
Bengal point against the Moslems that we got them to agree to 
communal electorates and weightage to Moslems elsewhere.' 

4. Rtpari af Indian Statutory Commission^ VoL 11, Cmd. 3569^ 
1930, para 85. 
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dominani Muslim opinion which will certainly find free 
expression at the Conference.^ 

Most probably it was the result of Fazl-i-Husain’s efforts that 
Irwiti^s despatch of September 1930 to the British Goveinrnent devia¬ 
ted from the Simon Report on this point and maintained at least the 
existing Muslim representation in the Punjab and Bengal legislatures,^ 
Also* he influenced the Government to get included, in the delegation 
to the Round Table Conference, Muslims of his choicci^ especially 
Zafrulla Khan and Shafa’at Ahmad Khan whose propaganda work in 
London in 1927 on behalf of the Indian Muslims bad already impress¬ 
ed him.^ As is testified by Zafrulla Khan^ and Shafa^at Ahmad 
Khan,^ by the documents included in this work and other circumstan¬ 
tial evidence, Fazl-i-Husain, sitting in India, had kept the Muslim 
delegation in London steady unlit the 1935 Act was enacted.'^ A 
British observer closely associated with the London proceedings had 
noted in the midst of the Confeicncc ; 

While Shafi and Sultan Ahmad apparently adopt a reason- 
able attitude towards a communal setllementi the real control 
rests with the younger section of the party (Zafrulla, Sbafaat, 
etc.) who are understood to be in close touch with the Mos¬ 
lem member of the Viceroy's Council (Fazi-i-Hutain) and 
with orthodox Moslem opinion in India, and who are not 
prepared to abate the full claim of their community in the 

1. Irwin to Wedgwood Bcnn, 28 August 1930, India OMce Library, 
Halifax Collection, MSS. Eur. C. 152/6. 

2. Governmeni of India's despatch on Froposals for Constiiutiorm 
Rtf am, Ctnd, 37CO, 20 iepiembcr 1930, paras 30^1. 

3. See Fazl-i-Husain to Hailey, 20 and 29 May 1930, (Letters 57 & 
60), and Irwin to Hailey, 20 May, 1930, India Office Library, 
Hailey Collection, MSS. Eur. E. 220/18, and Azim Husain, op. 
ciL, pp. 25(V2. 

4. See Indian Nattonol Herald^ 19 November 1927 for the report of 
the press interview given by FazH-Husain at Bombay after bis 
return from Europe, (p. 40 ff.. Infra), 

5. In an interview with me in London on 22 May 1970. 

6. Sec Shafa'at Ahmad Khan, The Indian Federationt (London, 
1937), pp. 328 and 333. 

1, Suprat footnote 2, p. xti, 
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least degree.* 

tl may be observed that ihc period of about ten years before 
Faili’s death was of peculiar difficulty for the Indian Muslims. Im¬ 
portant events occurred during this period in this sequence : I, build 
up of nationalist pressure in India, especially in I he Legislative As¬ 
sembly, for the gram of dominion status and antedating the consti¬ 
tutional inquiry stipulated in Sceiion 84A of the 1919 Act; 2. the ap¬ 
pointment of the Simon Commission in November 1927 and the mass 
movement in India to reject it; 3. Irwia*s conciliatory gestures 
towards Indians, his dominton status statement of October 1929 and 
then his negotiations with Congress leaders led by Gandhi in two 
phases, first in December 1929 and again in February-March 1931 
which produced the Oandhi-lrwjn Pact. In between these two phases 
of Gandhi-Irwin negotiations came Gandhi's programme of civil dis- 
obedience and the inauguration of the Round Table Conference in 
London in November 1930 under the auspices of the Labour Govern¬ 
ment in Britain. The next year* Gandhi was persuaded to pro¬ 
ceed to London where he participated in the second session of the 
Conference. So the period was full of imnienae political possibilities 
and expectations and Muslims were bound to be deeply concerned 
about their future. Agreement of any sort on any issues was not 
reached between Hindus and Muslims despite prolonged negotiations 
among leaders in India and at the London Conference, There were 
numerous communal riots, in one case in Cawnpore in 1931 on a very 
large scale, and intense communal controversy over the pamphlet 
Rangila SoiuJ in 1926, the Nehru Report of 1928, the Communal 
Award of 1932 and lastly the dispute over the ShahidgaoJ mosque in 
1935.€. 

When issues of a momentous nature were on the anvil, need for 
unity among Muslims could hardly be exaggerated. A divided and 

I. Note dated 6 November 1931 entitled 'Minorities Problem in 
Round Tabic Conference, Isi September—4 November 1931’ by 
Gilbert Laithwaite (Personal Secretary to the Prime Minister at 
the Round I able ConfercnccJ, India Office Library, Tcmplcwood 
CoJlection, MSS. Eur, E, 240/65, This note w'ls written for the 
Prime Minister about the communal negotiations between Gandhi 
and the Muslim delegates at the Conference. 
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disunited community could not exert its infuence and win its case. But 
the multiplicity of problems produced multiplicity of approaches by 
iudividuals and groups among Muslims. They became divided into 
political and religious factions. There were the Ahrars^ the "Ahmad is, 
the nationalists and communalisti, besides personal jealousies and 
rivalries among leaders. This is not the place to discuss them as this 
aspect of Muslim politics deserves a separate and detailed treatment’ 
But the documents in this volume contain some information about 
them. Contemporary newspapers arc full of reports of statements 
and counter-statements and charges and counter-charges on a variety 
of subjects, major and minor, in which almost every menlionable 
Muslim leader was involved. The Muslim League was already in 
existence; in l?28 the Muslim Conference was established amidst^ 
widespread acclaim. Disunity among Muslim ranks was So great 
that as late as 1936 it was still a matter of acute controversy whether 
these two bodies should merge or live as separate entities.* The decade 
preceding 1936 was in toUl contrast with the decade following it 
when Muslim solidarity was absolute. 

Jinnah^s credit during this period as a Muslim leader was never 
high. The Aga Khan visited India only occasionally and for short 
periods. Many Muslim leaders were constantly on the move betwcos 
India and Britain in connection with the reform work, and in fact 
none of them had attained an all-India stalus and political maturity 
enough to face the complex contemporary situation. It was a great 
achievement of Fael-i*Husain that, living in indifferent health, he 
quietly and shrewdly steered the Muslim position through the moat 
difficult period and won for them the Communal Award and later got 
it incorporated in the 1935 Act, It is opined that though *there waa^no 
provision for Pakistan in the Act’, ‘there was a hint of it, as it wew, 
in the full recognition and development of communal electorates anil - 
rights*,^ Historians can hardly afford to ignore the work of this 
Statesman. 



1. See long editorials entitled ‘Muslim Organisation’ in JTlor o/ 

indiiit 6 and 8 April 1936. . * , 

2. See Percival Spear's Foreword to my book beingpublished 
shortly, iSuprn, footnote 2, p. xii. 
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But it would not be fair to describe him as a bigoted Muilim 
leader whose only aim was to unduly strengthen his co-relfgtonisti 
against Hindu domination. He rejected Gandhi's methods and tactics, 
but shared Congress national ideals of self-rule, democracy and growth. 
He urged Government against whittling down of the reforin propos- 
also contained in Samuel Hoare's^ White Paper of 1933^ and sent 
Zafrulla privately to Britain to soften the stand of the so-called Brit¬ 
ish ’dfe-hards* against Indian aspirations,^ He was probably the only 
Member in the Viceroy’s Council in his time who protested against 
the Goveramept repression of Congress and rule by ordinances.'* 

The communal situation in India had been worsening rapidly 
during this period and the feeling of separate nationhood among 
Muslims had begun to grow steadily. It was voiced by leaders on 
public platforms,^ in the press^ and privately."' The Pakistan plan 


1 B. 1880; Secretary of Stale for Air, 1922-4, 1924-9 and 1940; 
Conservative party delegate to the three sessions of the Indian 
Round Table Conference (1930-2> and Member of the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee on Indian Constitutional Reforms, 
19J3-4; Secretary of the State for India, 1931-5; Foreign Secre¬ 
tary, 1935; First Lord of Admiralty, 1936-7: Home Secretary, 
1937-9; Lord Privy Seal and Member of War Cabinet. L939-40; 
Ambassador to Spain, 1940-4; cr. Viscount Templewood, 1944; 
d. 1959. 

2. See Willingdon to Samuel Hoare, 23 October 1933, India Office 
Library, Templewood Collection, MSS. Eur, £. 240/6. 

3. Information given to me by Zafrulla Khan in an interview in 
London on 22 May 1970. 

4. Sec Lothian to Samuel Hoare and Ramsay McDonald, 30 April 
1932, HM Scottish Record Office. Lothian Muniments, GD40/17/ 
162, These contain reports of Lothian's interview with Fazl-i- 
Husain in Delhi, fu these letters, FazI-i-Husain is described by 
both Lothian and Willingdon as the ‘keenest’ and ‘astutesi 
politician In India'. 

5. The following had occurred in the Aga Khan's presidential 
address at the inauguratioii of the Muslim Conference in Delhi: 
‘The Muslims of India are not n community, but, in a special 
sense, a nation composed of many communities and of a popula¬ 
tion outnumbering in the aggregate the total even of the pre-war 
German Empire'. Timex o/ fitdia, 1 January 1929. 

6. See article entitled *The Two Distinct “Nations*' of India* by 
Haji Rahim Bakhsh. Civil & Military Gazette, 15 June 1933. 

7. See Hatlev to Irwin. 3 December 1929, India Office Library, 
Hailey Collection. MSS. Eur. E. 220/16, for the remarks of 


M 









xivi 

which was launched by students at Cambridge had begun to attract 
attention oftcaders^ and was discussed in articles^ and a series of 
letters’ in the columns of newapapera. But with all hia determination 
not to allow the Muslim position to suffer politically, there is, in 
Fari-MIusatn's thinking, a total absence of any scheme to divide 
the country on communal lines. He recast the Aga Khan's letter 
of 13 August 1935,^ in which the word ‘Pakestan’ had occurred, 
in order to prepare and present the future programme of the Indian 
Mustimt. His eliminiation of the word *Pokesian* from it is signifi- 
cint. But realist as he was he could hardly entertain thoughts of 
partition when Britain was, or at least appeared to he. in firm control 
of Indian affairs. 

Tn his last days, Jinnah and he could not agree over the formation 
of the ParllamTHtarv Board of the MuUim League. He died before 
the issue was resolved and Jinnah's ideas and position became clear 
and stable. He shared with Jinnah indepcadenca of outlook, cour- 


Boss Mnsnod, Vice Chancellor of Aligarh University, at a meeN 
ioB with Haifcv. Also see Irwin to Hailey, 16 April 1932, /&«/,, 
MS^, Eur, E, 22t>/24 in which Irwin wrote: *I must confess* 
thoueh T should not say so publicly* that to me the prospects of 
an All-Tndia federation seem to recede in favour of some divU 
Sion of India that would hold better hope of containing means of 
settling the communal difficulty*. 

1. Sec rejwrt of Dr. B S. Moonje's interview with the Associated 
Press in Bombay on 12 June 1933 in which he accused Muslims 
of 'dreaming of a seoarate sovereign federation, called Pakistan 
composed of the North-West Frontier Province, the Punjab, 
Sind, Baluchistan and Kashmir, with Afahanistan as the centre*. 
CMt & Military Gazette. 13 June 1933. “ 

2. See Gulshan Ra{*s articles under the titles of ‘Communal Prob¬ 
lem tn the Punjab and British Imperial Interests*, 'The Pakistan 
Mentality’ and The Pakistan Mentality and the Punjab Muslims'. 
Ibid,. 19, 25 August, 1 and 8 September 1934 and 30 March and 
13 April 1935. 

3. Sec K. G. Ahmad, 'The "Pakistan" Scheme’; P. L. Chbabra, 
'Pan-Islaniisni'; Ghutam Rabbani, 'Pakistau Movement; Nioz 
Mahmood, 'Pakistan. A False Alarm*; Sved Shaukat Alt, ‘The 
Pakistan Ideal’; and Malik Ata Ullah Khan, 'Pakistan 
Mentality*, fbid., 23 May 1933, 21 September, 4 October and 
1 November 1934 and 7 January and Tl April 1935 respectively. 

4. Letter 373, Ift/ra, 
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age, foresight, iategrity, a constitutional approach to politics and a 
dctermination to fight for a cause. Each highly valued these quail* 
ties in the other. To start with, both had joined the Congress before 
they had joined the Muslim League, both had pirticlpated in making 
the Lucknow Pact of 1916 and both resigned from the Congress in 
1920 over its programme of civil rebellion. In 1924, both had sat 
together in Lahore to revive the Muslim League. If Jlunah had at¬ 
tempted to replace the separate electorates by his Delhi Proposals of 
1927 and negotiated with Malaviya in 1934 on the same sub|ect, Fazl- 
i-Huaain, too, han done so with the Punjab Hindus and Sikhs in 1933, 
Both cherished Indians cause and Muslim rights. Jinrtah *5 Fourteen 
Points of March 1929 were not fuadamentally different from Fazli’s 
own plan for the future of Endian M usUms. 

Fazl-i-Husain served in the Puniab and the central governments 
during the last fifteen years of his life. linnah was never associated 
with the government in this manner. But Jinnah's conduct in the 
Legislative Assembly during 1923-30 and also later was very consti¬ 
tutional and. on the major issues of political progress, the views of 
the two were Identical; besides, Jin nab, though he did not hold any 
office, worked in close collaboration with Viceroy Irwin at least 
during 1929-31.1 

Between Farbi-HusaiTi’a death and the inauguration of the pro- 
vincal constitution there was a gap of only nine months, but until 
1936 the issues and attitudes were very different from those of the later 
period. Fazl-i-Husain saw India through the Punjab and Bengal 
where Muslims, if they acted discreetly, had a chance of estab¬ 
lishing a foothold which would enable them to exercise their influence 
over affairs in the rest of the country. JInnah, on the other hand, 
saw alt Indian provinces collectively in which everywhere 
Muslims confronted the British and Hindus. FazH’s eyes were fixed 
on the new statute and his plans were designed to make the best of 
it. Jinnah accepted the communal part of it which had satisfied the 

I. See Wahecd Ahmad, (cd.), /rwlo CorfMBOffrfrnce, 1927-30. 

(Lahore, 1969). 
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Muslim*.' but rejected the rest which did not meet national 
aspiration**® Fazl-i-Husain was the only leading politician who 
bad produced in his Punjab Politic* in 1936 a practical programme 
for working the reforms in the Punjab and. in'a supreme effort, had 
risen from his death-bed to implement it. Hi* plan for the Indian 
Muslims under new conditions had not yet been prepared. ® ’ 

the government aim for the present was only to set up respons e 
governments in the provinces. The all-India federation had to await 
the fulfilment of several conditions. Had he lived, hi* involvement 
with affairs elsewhere could not have been long delayed. He had been 
an all-India politician for a considerable period and could not remain 
confined to the Punjab shell for tong. It was not without substance 
that in June 1936. when his appointment in the Punjab Government 
was announced, a principal Muslim daily in the other far corner of 

India proclaimed him a* ‘the men of destiny*.* 

I am leaving the subject at that. I have attempted to raise issues 
relevant to that period and refrained from making value judgements. 
This the reader must do for bimsclf by studying the documents which 


I am deeply grateful to Mian Azim Husain for his genwosity m 
placing at my disposal the entire collection of his father*8 papers. 
T thank Dr. S. R. Mchrotra of the Institute of Historical Research, 

Simla, for providing me with typescripts of some valuable eduorml 

comments in the Tribune now preserved at Chandigarh in India* 
Professor D. A, Low of the University of Sussex allowed me access 
to bis own collection'of the photocopies of the Sapru Papere 
and Sri B. N. Sapru gave me permission to use bis grandfather a 
papers. I thank them. I also thank the Librarians and staff of the 
India Office Library, the Cambridge University Library, the Senate 
Housa Library of the University of London, the British Museum and 


1 See Jinnah's compromise resolution on the ParlUmentar y 

mittce Report which was introduced in the Legislative A^o^y 
and adopted on 7 February 1935. Legishthe Assembiy Debates, 

1 Si Jinna^’s^spMch at the opening session of the Muslim 

in Bombay on 12 April 1936 in which be called upon the Indians. 
Uo^do with’ the Act ‘what the Germans did with the Treaty of 
Versailles', C/W/ & MiUtary Gazette, 14 April 1936. 

3. Editorial commenti Star q/ India^ 1 June 1936. 
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HM ScoUiah Record Office Edinburgh, for giving me al! necessary 
assistance* My debt to late Dr* S. M. Jkram, Dfi M. Jahangir 
Khan and the Research Society of Paklitan, University of the Punjab, 
Lahore, who deputed me to work on the project in London is great. 
T am also thankful to Raja F.M. Majed for undertaking the laborious 
task of going through the manuscript, supervise its printing and 
removing mistakes wherever possible. However, a work of this 
nature is bound to suffer from omission! and commissions and 1 only 
hope that the publishers will be able to eliminate them if ever oppor» 
tunity occurred to publish a second edition of it, 

I have collected speeches and statements of Fazl-i-Husain made 
in the Punjab and the central legislatures and elsewhere during 1916- 
36. When published, they will provide an even fuller picture of 
Fazl-i“Husain*s political career. 


12, Camrose Avenue, 
Edgware, Middlesex, 
England. 


WAHEED AHMAD 
16 March 1976 
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Ministry of Educttion, 
Punjab OoveniincQt- 


3rd August, 1924. 

India OfTico Library, 
Hai]ey Collection, 

MSS. Eur. E, 220 IHq/6. 


Dear Sir Malcolm, 

T will do my best. The change suggested js raising 20 p.c. to 33 p.c., 
as they say, at least. They have been told that it is impossible. There is 
a tendency for people situated as the CouncUlors are to feel that some^ 
thing additional has been secured through their exertions. U It possible 
for Your Excellency to consider 25 in place of 20-this meant nearly 3| 
lakhs. Reasons for it are : 

1. The amount is not very large. 

2, It can perhaps be spared. 

3. 25 p-c. or 4 annas in the rupee h more intelligible to the21amindar 
than 20 p.c. 

4 , It is an improvement which they will feel they have through their 
own exertions secured from you. 

^tw 

If Your Excellency approves of it, then the Members may be permit- 
led to wail upon you simply to beg you to remit a higher percentage than 
20 p.c. 

In case. Your Excellency does not approve of it, then if I find that it 
will afford some solace to the Members to feel that they have done rheir 
best if they have represented their case to you, then 1 would suggest Your 
Excellency seeing them otherwise not- 

In view of the great pressure that the extremist Press (both Hindu 
and Muslim) and Congress are bringing to bear on these unfortunate 
Councillors, 1 commend the change from 20 to 25 to Your Excellency's 
favourable consideration. 
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If 1 were to know Your Excellency's directions as to this point, it 
will help me in the consulution meeting today—12 to 3. 

Yours Faithfully, 
FazM-Husain 


2. [note], 16 August 1924. 

India Oflice Library, 

HC/6. 

Water Rates 

1, In Simla, the terms were 20 p-c. reduction, on the assumption 
that the net income will be 75 lakhs thus reducing the income 
to 60 lakhs. Of the 15 lakhs abandoned, nearly 8 to be made 
good by water and stamp taxation- This was communicated 
to Members. 

7. In Lahore, if full settlement obtained, another 4 lakhs would, 
have been abandoned. 

3- In Lahore Members were under the impression that 96 lakhs was 
to be realised and wanted the net income from urbanised water 
rates not to exceed 50 lakhs, and agreed to water and stamp 
taxation to the extent of 8 lakhs. 

4 . The matter in dispute now is thus considerably restricted. 60+8 
V. 50+8 and probahiy Your Excellency was prepared to reduce 
60 by 4 . 1 say, probably, because 1 do not feel sure of it — whether 
25 p.c. was on 75 or on 79. 

5. Just now, the situation for a settlement is most favourable. 

Zamindar Party has given a good explanation of their desire to 
come to terms with Govt, and of their refusal to make this a 
matter of civil disobedience. Some propaganda work in the 
Press shd. go on, and I am not quite clear on what lines-on 60 
only, or on something between 60 and 50 ? 

6. Subsidiary terms are—(a> Efforts for Economy and Retrench¬ 
ment \ (b) Reconsideration on the remission of contribution ; and 
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H.E. 


{c) A small committee to advise how the reduced rates are to be 
distributed over various canals (?) or crops > 

Fazl-i'Husain 


3. Rohtak, 

19 August 1924. 

HC/6. 

My dear Mian Sahib^ 

Yesterday 1 could not catch on the phone more than the fact that 
the change of date or postponement of election had nothing to do with 
my case. 

Now kindly ask some one to write in detail. 1 am not at all hopeful 
now but thousands of people are coming here to meet me and asking me 
all sorts of questions. 

A cutting from Kesari shows machinations of the other party. I 
think they have to ask for a thing and will get it. Kindly show the 
cutting to H.F,. also if you think proper. What are your views ? 

1 am sorry you are being put to all sorts of troubles and worries for 
my sake. I hope you are well. 

Yours sincerely, 

Lai Chand. 

P.S. 

Who are in the run now and what are their prospects for Minister^ 
ship 7 

I Eficloiure of FazUi-HusataH note to Hailey, ZO—23 Augit&t IV25. India Office 
Library, Halley CollectioQ. MSS. Ear, E, 220/6 (to iubwttueai refereace«, thf> 

Hailey CoUeCTioa cited as HC, with stroke and volume aumher/ the teat ot 
which is os follows : 

Cfaaudhri Lai Chaad*9 tetter and the cutting from fCesari—the au ggestiou is that 
Cbaudhrl Lai Chaiid should be disbarred on the basis of the Endings in the 
election CommissiouV Report, It is staled la the Paper that the High Court 
Bar ta movlag in the matter, or the High Court should on its ova move Id 
the matter. 
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4 . 2, Lytton Road, Lahore. 

1st January 1925. 

HC/7. 

Dear Sir Ma]colin» 

I wish you a Happy New Year and feci sure that the administration 
which has commenced with such signal success will achieve still greater 
success during the ensuing year. 

[ remain, 

Yours most faithfully 
Faal'i’Husain. 


3, Mimstry of Education, Fail-i-Husain to Sir Malcolm Hailey, 

Punjab Government with a note entitled ‘‘Gurdwara 

Legislation**, 

S February 1925* 

HC/7. 

We are going to go through the clauses of the Draft Bill tomorrow. 
The salient points are someitmcs overlooked when considering the details, 
so I have written a short note bringing out two or three poima and am 
submitting it for Your Excellency's consideration* 

Fasti-J-Husaiti 


HE. 

Curd war a Lagislation 

1. Iti Orlgta: 

11 was contended that the management was bad—Immoral, corrupt 
and dishonest—and that its improvement through Law Courts was not 
practicable inasmuch as Law Courts were (a) dilatory, (b) conservative 
and therefore prima facie not in support of reform, (c) demanding judicial 
proof which,was not always easy to produce and (d) expensive on account 
of court-fees, costs of litigation, etc., those seeking reform having to spend 
money from their own pockets, while those opposing reforms, being in 
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possesions of institutions, were possessed of their funds and were in a 
position to use them to defeat the objects of those who were seeking re¬ 
form, Government was to a large extent prepared to admit these con- 
lent ions to be valid and was prepared to legislate with a view to secure 
the discharge or dismissal of immoral, corrupt, dishonest or inefficient 
managers and in order to secure a speedy disposal of such disputes, to 
have special courts for these matters, and to secure a sympathetic hearing 
of the cases of those who seek reform was prepared to have a special 
court and even to a slight extent shift the onus. The first Bill which was 
introduced in Council, the second Bill which was prepared by H-M.F. 
-but was not introduced in Council, the third Bill which was introduced 
and passed, and the fourth Bill which was prepared but not introduced, 
all were designed to meet the just demands of the Akalis, During the 
last 4 years, the Punjab Govern ment discussed many problems connected 
with the Gurdwara legislation and arrived at definite decisions- As a 
new Bill is now being considered, I have deemed it necessary to write this 
note for H>s Excellency's consideration, 

Jl. The propositions which are involved In tUs legislation are aa follows : 

1, Sikh institutions versus non-Sikh institutions. We were always 
clear that this matter should be left to a non-Sikh tribunal and 
the present Bill adheres to this decision, 

2, Sikh institutions versus the institutions of Lfdasis, Nirmalaa and 
Namdharis, We decided that the institutions of these sects 
should be protected, and 1 believe the present Bill also arms at 
this and in drafting it will be seen that this object is 
carried out, 

3, Sikh insiiluiions in charge of Udasis* Here the Punjab Govern¬ 
ment's opinion Was definitely to the effect that every help should 
be given to the Akalis to remove the immoral, the dishonest, the 
corrupt amongst the Udasi managers of Sikh shrines, but it was 
also definitely laid down that Government will not Icgialatc so as 
to change the course of succession ivhere by usage an institution 
is held by a particular sect and legally there is a vested right in 
that sect to hold that institution. If a change can be brought 
about by compromise, well and good ; otherwise the law of tha 
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land on this subject will not be altered by Gurdwara legislation► 
The reasons in support of this view were— 

(a) While there is justifiration for the removal of the immoral, 
the dishonest, the corrupt and even the inefficient managers, 
there is no justification for altering the taw aud usage govern* 
ing succession to Gaddis in favour of Udasis, unless it was 
established that all Udasis were corrupt and immoral, and 
this could not be done. 

(b) If by legislation rights of succession to these institutions 
can be interfered with, where is the guarantee that Govern¬ 
ment will not interfere with the rights of succession to ordi¬ 
nary estates. The sense of security in the enjoyment of 
vested rights in property, which a well'CStablishcd civilized 
Government guarantees, is likely to be jeopardized by such 
a legislation. 

(c) This legislation is also objectionable on the ground that the 
pending judicial cases, which ordinarily would have been 
decided in accordance with the law prevailing at the time of 
their institution, will by this fresh legislation be decided 
under a law which has been changed during the pendency of 
those suits ~ again a procedure considered as open to 
critic i&m. 

(d) In the absence of a good case being made out in support of 
the change, the legislation on the point was bound to be 
taken as EUbmission to the strong Altaii agitation on the 
subject. 

4 . There were private benefactions and there were trust. There 
can be no objection to private benefactions and trusts—whether 
'private or public—^to be carried out as desired by the benefactors 
or by the creators of trusts. The question of immorality, corrup¬ 
tion and dishonesty does not arise in their case, and t see no 
justification for this interference. The same arguments can be 
urged in support of this as are given in support of the preceding 
point. 
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5, Forms of worship or ceremoniai. The Akall agitation has never 
formulated definitely the proposition that their form of worship and 
their ceremonial is the only authentic Sikh faith and ceremonial, 
and where there is no immorality, no dishonesty and no corrup¬ 
tion, it is inconceivable that the ceremonies prevailitig in Sikh 
institutions be altered because the Akalis for the time being are 
in a majority, and those Sikhs who have been worshipping at 
those shrines and Gurdwarus are to give up their forms of faith 
and their ceremonial because they are few and peaceful. That 
again is bound to be treated as the failure of the Government to 
protect the weak, though they arc in the right, against the strong 
who are aggressive and cannot be controlled ; and the wrong will 
be greater because it is wrong to be legalized. The former Bills 
never accepted this position and Government adhered to it* 
decision not to agree to this, ft seems to me that the present 
Bill goes beyond the previous ones on this point as well- 

There is a possible solution of these difficulties and it consists in 
placing the matters of (a) determination of usage as to succession 
to Mahantship, (2) nature of trust, and 13) form of ceremonial or 
faith observed in particular institutions, within the jurisdiction of 
the tribunal, and giving a separate clause to those between clauses 
6 and 7. 

6. Under the head compensation, one is startled by clause 20. If 
those seeking reform want to expropriate a Mahant, how can 
they say that the usual expenditure will be the first charge ? 
Surely the compensation due to the person expropriated should be 
the first charge. The provisions in Part I, which deal with 
compensation, arc likely to be considered as harsh and unfair to 
the persons who are going to be expropriated. 

HI. The Central Board : 

I. One would have expected that the Central Board would be built 
op irom below and not that the Central Board would come into 
being first and build down the special committees and the ordi¬ 
nary committees to look after the Gurdwaras. 
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2* Disquftlificalfoii of candidalcs and nicmbcrs—thc question 
of patit, 

3. Most of the clauses will fall under the head of lulcs, and in order 
not to give rise lo suspicion it would be best to have the rules 
ready and to pass them along with the Bill but not as a part of 
the Bill. 

4. It is worth noting that in 1923 the Punjab Governmeai refused 
to agree to the Central Board ^having even a representative on 
the local-committees, and in the present Bill under clause 54 the 
general tupcrinicndcncc vests in the Central Board, and further 
under sulw:lauso (2) of clause 54, the Board gels funds from the 
committees loo> 

IV. Local Commiitcei: 

Their territorial jurisdiction is left undeftned. On what basis is it to 
be laid down in the Schedule 7 To my mind the correct thing would be 
to have a territorial committee for each Gurdwara, and then all these 
committees to serve as an clccloratc for the election of the Central Board. 

V. The subject falls within the Ministry of Education. On the points 
raised above definite views were held by the Punjab Government. It is 
open to the Government lo reconsider its views and modify them in the 
light of the present circumstances. My own position is this. Even if 
1 am not convinced that some provisions of the Bill are just and fair, 

I am not prepared to oppose the Bill when H-M-F. and H-E. approve of 
those provisions, as it is for them to say whether in the interests of peace 
and good order they should have this legislation or not, and on that point 
] am bound to take their view as the last word on the subject. In the 
Bill for the Mohammadan community, i will of courses not include the 
provisions which I think are on general principles unsound. 

VI. Politically while recognising the need of the Bill and the supreme 
importance of giving all the assistance that is necessary lo the reform 
movement, 1 think it is wrong to give a Bill including provisions which are 
unjust and unfair. This sort of thing has a very strong tendency lo under¬ 
mine the faith of the people in the slability of Governmeni, and in the 
end does more harm than good ; and further while one seeks to effect a 
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cure of one disease many other maladies in the body politic soon appear. 
Here again whatever my own views may be, I cannot press iJicm if H.M.F. 
and H.E. feci, that they need those provisions- 


6. Ministry of Education, 

Punjab Government. 9 February 1925. 

. India Oflice Library, 

HC}7. 

Dear Sir Malcolm, 

H.M.F. is primarily concerned, and he is probably cognisant of the 
points mentioned in rny note. I have no objection to his seeing the note. 

Yours most sincerely, 

Fa £l-i-Husain 


7. Ministry of Education, 

Punjab Government. Quetta. 

13 July 1925, 

HC/8, 

Dear Sir Malcolm, 

As I left Simla by Rail Motor on the 9th, I had no opportunity of 
tendering my tribute of admiration for the address to our Council and its 
delivery It was the most magothceiit performance I have come across, 
and has turned a difficult position—one of surrender—into one of victory 
for Covi. 

The announcement is bound to be well received throughout India, 
and several people have already given interviews to the Associated Press. 

The Sikhs can't now find fault with it. Your Excellency's move does not 
leave them any choice in the matter. i 

Journey from Lahore to Quetta is a great nuisatice—sand, dirt, heat, 
glare, and unrelieved monotony of arid barren deserts make it very un¬ 
pleasant and tiresome. Quetta, is, 1 am told, this year, warmer than it 
has been for some years, but it is only from 10 to 6 in the evening that 
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it is inclined to be unpleasantly warm. It is, however, quite dry, and may 
do rae a lot of good, and 1 am very much obliged to you for letting me 
try it. 


With best wishes. 


I remain. 

Yours most faithfuUyi 
Fazl-i>Husain 


Ministry of Education, 

Punjab Government. Lytton Road, Quetta. 

16 July 1925. 

HC/8. 

Dear Sir Malcolm, 

] believe some more papers will write appreciative notes of 
Your Excellency's announcement. 

As to the Sifch altitude—my own forecast is that they will fall into line, 
and that those in opposition will constitute the left wing. But it is so 
difficult to forecast about Sikhs t I am in a way afraid that the Rural 
element is running a very serious risk of constituting that left wing. I 
have tried to gel them dissuaded from following that course, but am 
apprehensive of their not being intelligent and sober enough to count the 
gain and loss and strike the balance. 

1 feel 1 ought to have been in Simla, and but for this Bolan Pass 
might have beaten a hasty retreat. However, I am ready to return when¬ 
ever Your Excellency thinks my presence there is required. 

r remain. 

Yours most faithfully, 
Fazl-i-Husain 


9. Quetta. 

19 July 1925, 

HC/8. 

Dear Sir Malcolm, 

So the S.G.P.C. and the Akali leaders have decided to work the BUI, 
and in jointly opposing the offer of release on giving the undertaking, 
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liave for the time being again presented a united front, Lajpat Rat, 
Oandhi, Muslims of all shades of opinion have expressed the view that 
the undertaking is by no means derogatory to their sclf-respcci. The 
Sikh attitude creates a very delicate situation. This is dictating terms of 
peace with a vengeance. What is to be done ? The choice is between 
keepiug the prisoners in jail, a pretty Urge number and continuing the 
strife or giving way and accepting the suggestion that the S,G.P,C/s 
Resolution is enough and may be taken as the required undertaking on 
behalf of individual prisoners. This course will be taken as surrender. 

I have given the matter some thought and have come to the conciu^ 
Sion that Your Excellency's announcement should be strictly adhered to, 
and though before the announcement I was inclined to the general amnesty 
policy, I now feel that it would be a mistake to revert to it, whether 
directly or indirectly. The Sikh decision reflects the general principle 
that in a conflict, a$ long as a party’s strength is undamaged or unbroken, 
it seldom cares to act reasonably. 

I remain. 

Yours most faithfully, 
FazUi-Husain 


10 . 

I 

Barnes Court Simla, 

31 July 1925. 

HC/8. 

Dear Fazl'i'Husain, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 19th, which I ought to have 
answered earlier, but I have been away on tour, and am only Just getting 
clear again. I think you are right in saying that the S.G.P.C. and the 
Akali leaders have decided to work Ihe Bill, and in fact, even the prisoners 
in the Fort seem to have made a formal declaration to this effect. The 
Babar Sher and the “Kirpan Bahadur" of course continue their tirades 
against it, and write m the most extraordinary fashion on the subject, 
maintaining that quite apart from the imperfections of the Bill itself, it 
is impossible to consider bringing into operation until the Maharaja of 
Nabha has been restored, I believe, however, that they represent a small 
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section only, and meanwhile, the Council Members of the S*G.P.C. arc 
gatnmg authority by their management of affairs at Jailo. They quite 
rightly took charge at a very early date before the Altaii Dal people could 
be able to make mischier There has been incident there up-lo-dale, and 
we hope that their ceremonies will conclude in a few days* time. The 
extremists who began by saying that the rules laid down could not be acce¬ 
pted under any conditions, thus 6nd ihcraseives in the position of having 
to explain their inability to disturb matters by saying that these are ‘rules' 
only, and not ‘conditions'- That is true, but they started out on a very 
different track. 

For my part I believe that Mahtab Singh and some others would 
really like to accept our conditions of release, but find themselves embar¬ 
rassed by the premature declaration in the Press, that they had announced 
that they would accept no conditions- The alternative has of course been 
put forward that we should accept a declaration from the S-G.P.C- and 
this has been urged on me by Tara Singh and others. They did not how¬ 
ever themselves pretend that the whole of the people now under trial or 
in prison would accept the Gurdwara Bill, and would promise them (the 
S.G.P.C.) to work it. I naturally ask whether we are to release those 
also, or whether we are to request the S.G.P.C to furnish us with a list 
showing which of the prisoners we should release, and which wc should 

detain ? 

I was somewhat struck, when on tour, by the variety of opinions on 
this question- There were some such as Capt. Janraeja Singh, who 
thought that we might now safely release everybody. But there were very 
many others who were strongly opposed to any such suggestion- My own 
conclusion is that wc should do nothing one way or the other- It is, in 
any case, absolutely necessary to clear Jaito out of the way, because it 
was Jaito that formed the chief excuse for Jathahandi and it was Jaihabandi 
that kept alive the movement in the villages, and give the Akali Dal its 
principal source of influence, Wc can, I think, very well afford to wait 
and see what happens. If it is perfectly clear that the bill is going to be 
worked now, then the quesUoa of release becomes one of secondary 
importance, 

1 am. 

Yours sincerely, 

W- M. Hailey 
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Quetta. 

5th August 1925. 
HC/8- 


Dear Sir Malcolm, 

Your monsoon tour has been a highly successful one and 1 believe it 
has contributed to the improvement in the Sikh situation. I believe the 
working of the Ourdwara legislation is now assured and the cleavage 
between the Pro-Acts and the antt-Acts has come to stay. This is much 
better than I capected. Beasley is at work on the Rules. When they arc 
ready. Tara Singh, Jodh Singh and Mohinder Singh (Deputy President, 
Legislative Council) might be summoned to see them and make sugges¬ 
tions for improving them. By ibc 1st of September our Rules should 
be ready and duly published in the Gazette* Steps might be taken to have 
elections in October™ we better have elections of the Local Committees 
and the C.6. held simultaneously* 

As to the 'condition' clause—I feel the speech is the last word on the 
subject and it should be strictly adhered to* We do not waul separate 
sheets, but all men in one place can give this joint decloralion. This is 
tike the Congress creed. Declaration from Parbandhak Cbmmiuee, 
before that body itself is re-baptised presents some difficulties* 


2. High Court Judgeship—the matter seems to have travelled beyond 
our Province and it is such a pity* 1 trust Your Excellency's and Govern¬ 
ment of India's choice will fall on some one in the Punjab—Abdul Qadir, 
Mohammed Iqbal. Shah Nawaz, Shahabuddin—to mention the names 
alphabetically—are all capable lawyers of standing and anyone of them 
will discharge the functions of this office as well as several ofhis colleagues. 
I am inclined to go even so far as to submit that importing a Muslim from 
outside will be more open to criticism than not to appoint a Muslim, 
because the importation of an inferior man will cause more widespread 
irritation than the former. Amongst younger men, Dr. Shujauddin and 
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Zafrullah Khan nre quite good* while Niaz Mohimmcd Vakil is a lawyer 
of considerable ability. 

3. For Titles and Honours—I am submitting a separate note. 

1 remain, 

Yours most faithfully* 
Fazl’i''Husaia 

Ministry of Education* 

Punjab Government. 

TITLES OF HONOURS 
L Edocatlon 

D.PJ. is sending these : 

1. Miss Stratford—K-i-H Gold Medal (repeating). 

2. Mr. Hogg iBoy Scouting)—K-i-H Silver Medal. 

3. Hemmy—C-I.E. 

K K S. Maqbul Shah-K B. 

2. Mohammed Din—^K.S. 

3. Railia Ram—R.S. 

4. Manobar Lal^R-B.—if V.C. agrees to this. 

11. Medical 

1. Col. Sutherland—^Kt. (repeating). 

2. I-C.S. Chulam Jilani (Haziq-u!-Mulk) (repeating). 

111. Local Self-Govt. 

1. Shahab Din—Nawab or CI.E. (repeating). 

2. Fail All—He is a K B. of very long standing, perhaps 10 or 15 

years. He is a man of strong coDVictiooi and great 
independence of character. Conservative in politica, 
he is progressive in matters relating to administration. 
Has been for a very long time President of M-C- and 
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V.P. of D.B. He is very good Zamindar. H.E-, I 
believe, knows him well- He is not a pusbmg man, 
but is a thoroughly reliable man- He was elected 
M.L.C in 1{^20 and 1923, unopposed. He thoroughly 
deserves—C.I.E. or Nawab. 

3. Ahmadyar Daultana—Was Member in the first Reformed Cduocil. 

1$ working on Sanitary Board, takes interest in Boy 
Scouts, Red Cross, etc. Is now over 30 and old 
enough to receive encouragement. Not below Khan 
Bahadurship, if a recognition is contemplated. 

IV. Miscelaneoas 

$. Ram Singh—Sirdar Sahib Ram Singh has been my P.A. for more 
than four years, and has done a great deal of confi¬ 
dential work—writing to papers, etc. As I did a great 
deal of legislation work in 1921-23, he also bad to be 
very busy. During all this Sikh trouble, £ found him 
entirely reliable. As I was Chairman of $t. Johns 
Ambulance for four years and now of Red Cross also, 
he has been doing the work of these Societies as well. 
His past record is also creditable. 

I am consulting D.P.I. and I.G.CH. and may have to send in one or 
two more names. 

FazI-i-Husatn 
Member for Education. 

5/8/25.- 


*2. Private Secretary to Viceroy to FaxI-i-Husain 

(Through Agent to Governor-Oeneral, Baluchistan) 
Telegram P. No, I79-S.* 17 August 1925. 

India Office Library^ Reading Collection, 

MSS. Eur* E. 238 [Rq^27. 

Clear the line. Strictly ConOdentiai 

Kindly communicate the following to Sir Fazl-i-Husain, Minister, 

Punjab Coyernment, who is staying in Quetta : 
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Begin. His Excellency the Viceroy would be glad to know whether, 
during the absence on leave of Sir Muhammad Habibullah, you are pre¬ 
pared to act as Member of Governor-Generars Executive Council for 
three months- Sir Malcolm Hailey has no objection to the proposaL 
His Excellency would, if you accept, like you to join at Simla at once, as 
Sir Muhammad Habibullah has already left. Kindly let me have your 
reply by telegrani. Endt, 


]3. Ministry of Education, 

Punjab Government, Quetta. 

I LS August 1925. 

HC/8. 

Dear Sir Malcolm, 

I am much obliged to you for the arrangements made to fill the post of 
the Secretary to the Transferred Departmentt. I appreciate the difficulty 
in the way of getting Hilton, and in fact, in view of Beasley's possible 
(I hope it wilt be probable) return to India, it was not necessary to do so. 

T am sorry about the Panipat atfair, and for the present do not see 
any suitable remedy for this "aggressiveness". The underlying idea seems 
to be "to organise’', and everything else is made subservient to it- I have 
written to Chaudhri Chhotu Ram, that our friends the Swarajists should not 
be allowed to pass as champions of the Jats, and that he should bring about 
a mutual good feeling between Juts and Muslims of that Ilaqa, and have 
told him that he can count upon the support of Maulvi Rahim Bakhsh, 
Karnat Nawabs and Muslims generally. 

I remaiHi 

Yours most faithfully, 
Fazl-i-Husain, 


Faxl-i-Husain lo Private Secretary to Viceroy (Through 
Agent to Go vein or-General, Baluchistan), 

Telegram, 19 August 1925, 

RC;27. 

Telegram P., No. 149-S., Ziarat. 19 August 1925. 

No- 468-S. Please refer to your No. 179-S. I commun* 
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icatcd His Excellency's message to Sir Fazl-i-Husain 
who asked itic lo reply as follows t 

Begins : Please convey my thanks His Excellency 
the Viceroy for his kind offer* I will leave foe Simla 
by the next train arriving Simla 21st, consult Sir 
Malcolm Hailey and submit my answer. Ends* 

Sir F. Husain also asks that a copy of his 
reply above may be sent to Sir M.Hailey for his infor¬ 
mation. 


15 , 22nd August, 1925. 

HC/B. 

Dear Sir Malcolm, 

As H. E. the Viceroy has been pleased to offer me the appoint¬ 
ment Member of the Governor General's Executive Council during 
the absence on 2 months leave of the Hon'blc Sir Muhammad Habib, 
and you deem it right and proper that it be accepted, I have decided to 
accept iu This involves my resigning ray office as Minister of Educa¬ 
tion in the Punjab, and 1 beg to tender my resignation- Even in this 
formal note 1 roust express my heartfelt gratitude to you for all the 
kindness, help, advice, and encouragement I received from you. 

1 remain, 

Yours moat faithfully 
Fazl-i-Husain. 


Barnes Court, 

Simla. 

16th October, 1925, 

HC/8. 

Dear Fazl-i-Husain, 

Thank you for your letter of yesterday. I find that the Govern¬ 
ment of India is issuing a Gazette Extraordinary tomorrow, announ- 
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cing noiuiDations for Ihe 26th October. I am not absolutely certain 
without the Rules (and I am sorry to say these are packed up) that 
Mehr Shah need resign his seat merely for the purpose of nomination; 
my belief is that he need not resign it unless he is elected^ If sOi his 
rcaignation need not necessarily take place till late in November, and 
1 think wc must treat independently the question of the Punjab 
Muslim Landowners Constituency. 1 will settle this date definitely 
on 22nd October when 1 get to Lahore- 

.. As you say, the decision about the High Court appointments has 
of course caused a good deal of disappointmeats and the ^'Muslim 
Outlook" sustains its unenviable reputation in the article it has 
issued. For my part, my strongest feeling on the subject is disgust 
at the manner in which the names of candidates to a High Court 
Judgeship have been canvassed during the last three months- The 
fact that a man's name has been canvassed in this manner inevitably 
creates a certain prejudice against him, and if he is not himself 
responsible, then, I am afraid, he sometimes has to suffer forth© 
indiscretion of bts friends- 

I am. 

Yours sincerely, 

W. M. Hailey. 


+ 

17. Inveraram, 

Simla. 

17th October, 1925, HC/8, 

Dear Sir Malcolm, 

Besides the talk 1 had on the phone, there are two things I want 
to mention. 

1. Government Advocate’s post. There arc several thoroughly 
competent Muslims in the Punjab, and t trust, one of them will be 
selected to fill the vacancy. This will assuage the embittered feelings 
to a certain extent- 

2. Dales for nomination etc. in the Punjab Landholders Con¬ 
stituency I suggest these be fixed on the 23rd after 1 have seen you, 
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1 can come at any time between 3 and 7 P.M. on tbe 23rd that 
auitB you- 

I remain 

Youxs moat faithfiiily 
Fazl-i-Husain. 


18, FazUi-HuBaioi to Lady Hailey^ 

with a note and two items from 
the Mustim Outlook^ Lahore- 
Tnveraram, Simla 

. .. 21tit October, 1925, 

HC/8. 

Dear Lady Hailey, 

Your own letter of the Slat I am sending out my views on liie 
subject (copy enclosed). 1 am glad you approve of the draft* 

Your letter in type ; I regret that you are still under the 
impression that this Muslim paper organ is the organ of the men 
you have mentioued in your letter. As a matter of fact, this it not 
so. It counts, among its supporters, Mian Shah Nawaz, Mian 
Bashir Ahmed and Mian Sir Muhammad Shaft, the former two 
having given it very good financial support- I wish you would hold 
me no more responsible for all that appears in the “Muslim Outlook 
than you yourself are for all that appears in the “Civil and Military 
Gazette*’. Then, you seem to think that there is something peculiarly 
Muslim about purdah. Have you realised that in Lahore Lady Shadi 
Lai, Mrs. Jai LaL Mrs* Moti Sagar, Mrs. Ram Saran Das and in fact, 
the wives of the Jullundur Sardars and Kunwars 'are alt in purdah. 

Purdah will give way gradually and we all look to the influence of 
European ladies in helping its gradual removal* I fully appreciate 
the difficulties of the pioneers against Indian women coming out of 
purdah, and I have the highest respect and regard for them. Whether 
the process of coming out of purdah can be accelerated depends 
very largely upon the way those who have come out of purdah 
conduct themselves. Any creation of strong public opinion against 
them will, unfortunately, militate against the gradual removal of 

4 
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purdab. and is, therefore, to be discouraged. wiU try to ^ring 
about a good atmosphere, but please see, as 1 wrote to you last pight, 
that no telegrams are published and no publicity U given to any silly 
. jokes that may be going. 

I remaiQ, 

Your most sincerely, 

FazUi-Husain. 

I have just now seen Muslim Outlook of the 21st. It appears 
that the Sunday Times published all your letters. 1 begged you not 
to write to me or to anybody and leave this matter to me to settle, 
but you issued these letters and the Tribune and the Sunday Times 
have begun to blackguard me for it, and so the controversy grows- 
At such a stage it is no use my sending this note of mine for publi¬ 
cation. 1 better wait till the 23fd in any case. 

, Yours sincerely 
Fazl-i-Husain 

I 

Lady Hailey, Barnes Court, 

Simla. 

(Sir Fazl-i-Husain enclosed note to Lady Hailey). 

I have been asked to state whether purdah ladies , andj their 
husbands object to meet European, ladies and Indian nonpurdah 
ladies whether in purdah club or privately. 

1 have no hesitation in saying that purdah ladies and their 
husbands highly appreciate the goodness, the devotion and the 
sympathy of the English ladies in India, and them a deep debt 
of gratitude for all that they have done for them, and they trust that 
the good relations subsisting between the European and non-purdah 
Indian ladies on the one hand, and the purdah ladies on the other, 

will continue to subsist to the mutual benefit of both, and they would 

* 

continue to appreciate each other's good points and thus contribute 
to the well-being of Indian society. 1 have good reason to believe 
that this is the view which is held by the Indians at large. 
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{Cutting from) Muslim Oulhok, Lahore, 

21st October, 1925* 

“SILLY WOMEN” CONTROVERSY 

According to the “Sunday TimcJi” the following letters were 
addressed by Lady Hailey to members of the Purdah Club : 

Letter No* 1 

1 have read both articles and I strongly think that the only thing 
you and wc all ought to do is to take no notice whatsoever of it. 

We all stay condemned as having no sense, no morals, no modesty 
or even decency and in condemning the women they naturally 
condemn the men who tolerate the terrible women who are their 

mothers and wives.' 

It is wonderful that a small joke should have caused such 
poisonous abuse of all the comrhunity. 

1 sec that the writer has apologised to the ladies of Queen Mary 
Sch^L* But truly an apology from such a mealaliiy is hardly better 

than its abuse. 

1 repeat it is not for U6 to touch the article of September 30 , But 
this is an ultimatum from us out of Purdah. It is for the men who 
keep their women in Purdah to vindicate us, if they wish us to con¬ 
tinue to meet their Purdah women. 

We must know the'names, clearly of the Purdah ladies' husbands 
who openly repudiate this article and who will ask us non Purdah not 
to withdraw from social intercourse with their purdah wives and 
daughters. 

Letter No. 2 

I have been asked to give dates on which I should attend Purdah 
Parties. The ladies who wish to give these parties arc the wives of 
Ihe Musli m eenilemen who are presumably supporters of the “Muslim 
Outlook." and I am left in doubt whether their husbands can really 
desire that any of the “Shoddy European" and “uproArioui Hindu" 
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womcD an d those thoroughly condemned Muslim women who have 
left the Purdah should consort with their wives. 

1 regret to say that T have seen as yet no public condemnation on 
their part of the article in the '"Muslim Outlook” indeed, for all that 
the world knows, they may sympathise with it. 

1 think that we Europeans, Hindus and Muslim Ladies out of 
Purdah should not any more intrude on the Purdah ladies until we 
have some clear and public proof that the husbands of our Purdah 
friends disassociate themselves from the degrading attack which w 
delivered against us all equally. 

Letter No. 3 ' 

Barnes Court, Simla £. 

12th October, 1925. 

I am sending you some papers to show what is happening and 
what my course of aclion is- 

If the husbands of you Muslim Purdah ladies who meet ua and 
our Hindu lady friends, in party Purdah or otherwise. If! repeat 
your husbands permit their own organ the "'Muslim Outlook” to 
speak of us in such degrading terms, I sec no other way but to do 
what the article advise Namely that you Purdah Muslim ladies should 
form a society of your own and take your own line of progress instead 
of continuing to consort with ui, 

(Sd) Alexandcra Hailey. 


(Cutting from) 

The Muslim Outlook, Lahore, 

2lGt October, 1925, 

"SILLY WOMEN” OR POLITICAL INTRIGUERS 

We have already expressed our surprise at the attitude which Her 
Excellency Lady Hailey has taken up with regard to the "Silly Women” 
controversy^ but we believe that the episode is explainable and we 
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propose to explfliii it fts far as we can do so—especially as it has its 
poLiticat complexion. But first we must asaio repeat that the people 
and tendencies denounced by us as vigorously as we could contrive, 
were, first, the wrong sort of European society woman—the “fast” and 
frivolous type— and secondly those Indian women who showed a 
tendency to imiute not the European lady but the silly butterfly. Wc 
maintain that the episode of the address to Pandit Nehru was unlady¬ 
like judged by any standards and especially by the standards of Islam 
and the modesty of deportment which Islam enjoins. No Muslim will 
contend that Islam which bids men and women to cast their eyes down 
when in public could possibly permit a Muslim woman pertly to rally 
a Pandit upon the appearance of his upper-lip. To our view a European 
lady of any culture must herself regard the address to the Pandit as 
having been in execrable taste. The exchange of such perl personr 
aliiies could be excusable only between people on terms of the greatest 
intimacy with each other, and no Muslim woman has any business to 
be on such,intimate terms with anyone outside her family. This being 
the case, it is to us amazing that Her Excellency should have associated 
herMlf and other European ladies with the particular people whose , 
pertness we had condemned. That Her Excellency has allied herself 
with the Indian moustache-admirers there seems, unfortunately, little 
reason to doubt as the detailed correspondence published in the local 
freak journal, the “Sunday Times,” and which wc reproduce to-day. 
appean; to be authentic. Her Excellency writes : 

*'We all stay condemned as having no sense, no morals, no modesty 
or even decency," And again - 

■ “It is wonderful that such a small joke should have caused such 
poisonous abuse of all the community.^’ 

‘ To most'readers it must have been a puzzle why Lady Hailey 
should insist that in condemning the action of an explicitly indicated 
fewrtbe “Outlook” denounced the whole world of women outside the 
purdah. But the explanation is forthcoming. A clue to It was provided 
by the statement published in the “Civil and MUitary Gazette” and 
oibcr papers describing the “Muslim Outlook” as “a Ministerial 
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organ." This gives the show Way. While Lady Hailey misled by 
clever intriguers imagines she is attacking the **Musliiti Outlook, 
those who have misled Her Excellency into so unwise a display of 
partizanship are bent upon undermining the influence and position 
of Sir FazJ-i-Husain and the Ministerialists in the Punjab. They fly 
at higher game than the “Muslim Outlook** and their attacks on this 
paper are merely a means to an end. That was why so great and 
greatly dishonest insistence was laid upon the “Muslim Outlook"’ 
being a Ministerial organ and that was why Sir Fazl-i-'Husain and 
Khan Bahadur Sheikh Abdual Qadir were expressly named in the 
first press statement. The unholy alliance between Hindus and a few 
but ambitious Muslims to sap the influence of Sir FazUi-Husain has 
obviouslV exploited Lady Hailey’s credulity and led her to make a 
public pronouncement which, coming from the wife of the Governor 
of a Province, is amazingly Indiscreet. The object of this pretty 
intrigue is to place Sir Fazl-i-Husain and Khan Bahadur Sheikh Abdul 
Qadir on the horns of a dilemma. The Ministerialists can hardly make 
a Statement against Purdah or in any way condone the pertnessof ihe^ 
Muslim ladies who joined in the “Silly Women*’ exhibition. At the 
same lime they do not wish to make enemies of Lady Hailey and the 


European bureaucrats generally, because the European-MusHm alliance 
is necessary to both parties. So the very most they can do is to 
dissociate themselves from the “Muelim Outlook’s" criticisms of 
one scction—thc reckless, fast, silly section—of European society and 
even this statement will not be accepted as genuine, by the Muslim 
public because the Ministerialists will be constrained to add tlmt, 
since they have nothing to do with the affairs of non-MusHms they have 
not given a thought to the matter and therefore have no opinions to 
offer. Bui the mere fact that the men preserve Purdah in their,owi] 
families while themselves meeting all sorts of Europeans and Epdians 
socially,-^ good, bad and indifferent—shows clearly enoiigh ^ey 
have chosen not id ignorance but^after thoughi-j<*peciall/« there 
are some among the Europeans who arc sedulous in ei^ortipg Purdah 
ladies to abandon their seclusion. Having regard to what we have 
aaid, believe it would be more dignified if the Muslim Minlsmr- 
ialisls preserved a calm silence. The "Muslim Outlook" has already 
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made it clear that they were not responsible for what we wrote and 
therefore any demands from outsiders of statements as to their 
personal opinions are inexcusable and an unjustifiable infringement 
upon their private affairs. 


As for the intriguers against the solidarity of the Ministerialists, 
their cause is hopeless. The Muslims will not under any circumstances 
transfer the leadership in local politics from their elected representatives 
to persons who in their public and social activiti^ greatly misrepresent 
the MuBlims both as to political opinions and as to culture. And 
since (be Government’s alliance with the Muslim Ministerialists is 
necessary for the smooth working of the Reforms in the Punjab, we 
are certain that, after this exposure of the cunning intrigue against 
that alliance, the o/liciat world will discount such propaganda as has 
appeared and Lady Hailey will transfer her partisanship to less 
dangerous and misleading friends. The ladies who could pot each 
keep a stiff upper lip in the presence of Pandit Nehru’s shorn one did^ 
not save the Reforms and preserve tranquility in ihe Punjab. But 
men like Sir Fail i-Husain and Sheikh Abdul Qadir did this good, 
work,—and it is therefore impolitic of Her Excellency to allow herself 
to be made acaUpaw of political intrigue and to be duped into 
embarrassing proven friends at the bidding of people whose silly 
peitness Lady Hailey cannot in her heart of hearts admire or 
even defend. But out of evil cometh good, and the people who have 
over-reached themselves in Uiis sordid intrigiid—who have even 
presumed to place Lady Hailey in a false position—may rest assurtd 
that one outcome of the whole oBairis the establishment of a certainty 


that for many years to come no single Muslim putside . one 

solitary family, will abandon Purdah in favour of what the‘'Sunday 
Times” in a queer expression of cringing menUHly, ^ describes as 
"steady social progress. far as increased Muslim membership 
of the Cosmopolitan Club is concerned, we have killed that hybrid 
institution dead. 

Editorial Comment, 


MusUm^Outlook 
21 St October, 1925, 
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19. 45, Rajipore Road, 

Delhi. 

16th Novcmbcf 1925. 

Dear Sir Malcolm. 

There arc a few ihi'ngs I just want to mention to you 

(1) Shaikh Abdul Kadir takes hts scat on the Cominittee on the 
23rd instant. Does he remain a member of the Legislative Cotmcil 
and will he be able to attend the meeting on the 3rd December and 
take part in it ? What about the other meetings of this session ? 

Mchr Shah's count lakes place on the 23rd. I trust the result 
will not be declared till after the 3rd. 

(2) 1 have been getting any number of letters about the High Court 
Judgeship etc. Now that the posts of the Covernmenl Advocate and 
the'Assistant Legal Remembrancer have'also been filled there is a 
great deal of dissatisfaction spreading fast and the dissatisfaction 
verging on despair^ and that is a state of feeling which one cannot 
know what it may lead to. 

(3) In the meantime, Iqbal has resigned his Fellowship of the 
University where he had worked for mote than 15 years. For 10 
years he was Dean of the Oriental Faculty and Chairman of the Orien¬ 
tal Board of Studies, i do not know whether it will be possible to 
persuade him to withdraw his resignation. But it appears the Uni¬ 
versity has not lost any time in calling a meeting to elect his successor 
as Dean of the Oriental Faculty. 

(4) I had sent you a cutting from the ‘Statesman' as Syed Hasan 
Imam's letter. I have only recently come to know that this is some 
other Hasan Imam and that Syed Hasan Imam wrote to the press 
saying that the writer of this letter was not he but another Hasan 
Imam. 

(5) Nawab Khuda Baksh has been relumed unopposed by my 
constituency. J suppose he will have to sit in the Council now. When 
should he lesign, so that I may get re-elected. 
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(6) Maqbul has lost hts father. He had a great reputation for 
honesty. Maqbul has been quite grown up and steady for some 
time. If he is given something to do I believe he will do it well. 

(7) Deputy Inspector Generil, Civil Hospitals^ Punjab. 

r 

I got the case day before yesterday. They tell me that without 
referring to the Secretary of State it is possible for the local Govern* 
ment to create an appointment for a period of less than two years. 
This is an experiment. So don't you think for the present, action 
might be taken under this rule. 

I 

i reach Lahore on the 21st instant and the Hon^bJe Member in* 
tends to lake over the same day. 

' I remain, 

Yours most sincerely, 
FaxI-i-Husain. 


jr 


20. 2 Lytton Road, Lahore. 

24lh December 1925, 

He/8. 

Dear Sir Malcolm, 

May I wbh you a Happy Xmas, after a year of splendid success. 

The Punjab has during the year attained that prosperity, that cfTiciency, 
that progress the like of which is not to be found in the recent records 
of its history, I mean during the last twenty five years to my know¬ 
ledge. May it continue to prosper under the ever vigilant care of 
your direction and control i and may God grant you the continuance 
of that splendid health which enables you to put forth superhuman 
effort in the discharge of the duties of your exalted olficc. 

I have to thank you for the innumerable acts of personal kindness, 
add sympathy, of official guidance and advice which have been most 
helpful and most welcome, and of great friendly interest. 1 have 
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deeiiiisd it a pj*iv]leg^e to have the bp^rtiiaity of working Witli obe 
so richly ^doweb' Provirfeb^‘ witii**all tiiat inahcs aindV^ ‘ 
popLl'ar* adin m istrator. 


I remaia 

Yours most fai^hilly 
Fazt'^i-' Hutaiti 


21. 2 Lylton Road, LaKbre. 

Lst January 'I9l7, 

HC/IO 

Dear Sir Malcolm, 

In wishing you a Happy New Year, I feel 1 am wishing the 
Province a year loaded with success and prosperity. May success 
continue to attend upon your administration. 

1 wish to take this opportunity of thanking you for alt the help 
you have so gencrouily given me in running the work of department. 
With best wishes, 

Yours most faithfully 
Fazl-i- Husain 


Private 

22. Lahore. 

13th June 1927, 

HC/10. 

My‘ dear Sir Fazli, 

Thanks for your letter which 1 received yest^day. The lemark'ib - 
m'y intefview was base'd on the Stateincnti which aj^pliiared ni tfatf 
^Inqilab'p *Zainindar' and the'Musliiu Outlook of ITdi, Istb, *aad 
May 1927. I enclose" the necessary cuttings from' tbtic^piapefs.* I ' 
hope you will read them carefully—especially thow'maiked^ B, 

1. F«z]<i' Husalo forward^ thU letter in oiifioal to the Paajab Ooventor, 
Sh- Malcolm Hailsy'wltb iho foPoWlai note: 

The note and tb« letter are Ijriiii to HC/IO. 
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and BC and the lines undcrljned by me. It is necessary to add that 
these Statements have not been contradicted by any Government 
officer up to the present moment. If you permit, I should be glad 
to send your letter to the press with my comments on it. 

As to what is happening in Lahore, I wish you had been here to 
«c^ things with your own eyes. It is sufficient to break ones heart 
^and to shake ones faith in the imparUality of the State, l am 
^llecting the necessary material which may one day be placed be¬ 
fore the British Public. For the present we are discussing the idea 
of getting a hearing from the Governor, I can tell you of the latest 
' incident in Gowal Mandi which is only short distance from my place. 
‘'Thri Muslims came lo^ me yesterday afternoon when I was arrang¬ 
ing the enclosed ^cuttings for you and reported in the presence of 

* 3^cmlcmcn1thal'a Muslim had been injured by a brick thrown from 
the top of a house and the Police were overawing him into'making a 

, different statement as to the house from which it had fallen. The 
D.C. reached the spot about the evening and 1 hope things are alright 

* there. It is now perfectly clear that it is pari of the Hindu programme 
"to overawe Muslim's by physical force, and thus tb bring about a state 

of civil war in the country. It is a very serious situation ; 1 hope the 

Government realises it fully. 

* 

Thanking you Yours sincerely 

Muhammad Iqbal 


Revenue Member, 

Punjab Government. 

Dr. sir Muhammad Iqbal's letter is below. 

What he says about the impartiality of the Slate is the view which 
is now-a-days held by the Punjab Muslims generally, t have followed 
the fisc and the growth of the view, and at times have tried to check 
it but not with success. It involves a certain amount of bitterness 
and I do not like it. 

Fazl-j-Husain, 


H-E. 


14/6/27 


* 
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23. Fazl-t-Husaia to Sir Malcolm Hailey, 

[Notel, 23rd Jimc 1927, 

HC/10. 

H.E, discussed the matter of the Raitgila Rasut case with hfs 
Ministers the other day, and arrived at the conclusion that the pro¬ 
gress of the Varlmon case be watched and hoped that 'ft may enable 
Government eithc'" to get the judgement in question put right or 
supported by a Divisional or a Full Bench judgement, to take the 
case for legislation to the Government of India. 

Since then a good deal has been written in the public press on 
this judgement and other matters connected with the judgement. 
Muslim feeling has become very acute. High Court contempt of 
Court trial and conviction and sentence has still further embittered 
the feelings ; and Resolutions are being passed all over the Punjab, 
and articles are bemg written in the papers, no less strong than the 
Muslim Outlook article which was the subject matter of the convk> 
tion. This is a cutting from the Tribune. Integrity of the High Court 
has suffered a good deal since the conviction, and feelings ofdissatia- 
faefion against Government continue to grow, and but for the fact 
that the Tribune and the Sikh Press has been criticising adversely 
H.E*3 pronouncements on the subject, Muslim agitation would have 
assumed nnti-Government direction. 

Can anything be done to put this matter right ? Vartman case 

may take long i and it is contended that the law as interpreted by 

the High Court is defective according to the Hon’ble Judge, and 

wrong as contended by the Muslims. It is therefore urged that 

an ordinance be passed by the Government of India,..tft!, all doubts 

on the subject are dissipated. The matter is one on which focHhgt 

are always strong, and new side issues have made the position even 

more electric than before. 

■ 

I venture to suggest that if the Hon’ble Judges of the High Court 
are of the view that the Single Judge judgement is sound ai^ tightly 
interprets the law, then Punjab Government should at once send up 
its proposals for the law being amended and ask the GovemiiKiit of 
India to have this done In the next Assembly meeting,' and pending 
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the passing of this legislation to promulgate an ordinance. 

in case Ihc Hon’blc Judges of ihe High Court advise to the con¬ 
trary, then Punjab Government should ask the Government of India 
for an ordinance to run in force till we get this Judgement in the 
normal way—in the Vartman case, 

I have ventured to write this note, though the subject is not one 
which falls within my portfolio, because f feel that more or less 
simple cases develop complications, and this one seems to me 
to be full of possibilities of troubles of all sorts, 

Fatl-i-Husain 

23/6/27 


Tribune, Lahore. 

23rd June, 1927, 
“Muslim Outlook" 
Contempt, 

A correspondent writes to us as follows : 

On the evening of Wednesday June 22, a Mohammadan drove 
through the Anarkali Bazar (Lahore) stopped at short distances and 
proclaiming by beat of a drum that the Mohammadans of Lahore 
would assemble in a big meeting outside the Delhi Gate to protest 
against the judgement delivered by the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Kan war 
Dalip Singh, whom the proclaimcr dcacribcd in grossly defamatory 
terms and to whom he imputed improper motives. 

The proclaimcr also protested that the High Court had unjustly 
committed to Jail persons who have expressed their dissatisfacton 
wKh the judgement of the Hon’ble Justice Dalip Singh. This pro¬ 
clamation was being made in*an excited tone and as it dosed a wan¬ 
dering «owd of the Muslim riff raff who gathered round the pro- 
claimcr greeted him with the violent arlide that are appearing m the 

Muslim press, the proclamation constitutes a dear challenge to the 

administration and the majesty of Law, Will the Government and 
the High Court take note of these rabid utterances ? 
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24. V' National Liberal Club» White-hall Palace, 

S,W.I, 18th August, 1927. HC/I L 

.Private 

Dear Sir Malcolm. 

I have been to India Office most of the members of the Secretary 
of Slate’s Council are absent—ill or at home or out of London, and 
the odd ones who come to office might easily be mistaLea for 
the unemployed. The permanent Under Secrclary struck me as an 
industrious officer, and 1 understand he really runs the show. He 
enquired after you and your health, and asked if you were over¬ 
working yourself. I told him that was the view some of your admirers 
took^ but tiiat you repudiated all such observations and that from 
your persisting in hard work, it appeared that you could not be 
proved to be wrong. I talked to him about our Irrigation trouble 
relating to waterlogging, and our Land Revenue Bill. 

He talked about the Rangila Rasul judgement which he said was 
good logic but bad common sense and that Vartman judgement has 
been'satisfactory, but he was inclined to the view that amending 
legislation might still be passed, on the lines of the law of blasphemy 
here. It told him that you and Mr. Craik on going into the matter 
were finding the matter of this legislftlion far from easy, and it may 
lead to difficulties of all sorts which seem to be foreign to this seem¬ 
ingly simple legislation. 

As regards the League of Nations, Mr, Croft is the one who 
_hammers out things. There does not seem to be much going on. at 
present, but probably from neat Monday, I will be kept occupied in 
perusing the literature relating to the agenda. 

I also saw Sir AtuI Chatterjee, and am going to his office Jo sec 
the Stores Officer to understand how they deal with the indents for 
machinery sent to them by Local Oovernment. Sir Atul also 
'menUoned to me that Ross is visiting India again this year and 
would like to visit Punjab, if invited to do so and in that case would 
expect the gram of £ 100 or £ 200 given to his Institute and this he 
" explained was not only because Punjab also suffers from malaria, but 
' beeWe it is a go-ahead province. T told him I will write to you, 

' and lot him know. I think if you approve of the idea, Firoz will 
have no difficulty in getting the grant. i^Capt. Malhotra 1,M.S., 
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Assistant D.P.H. is on leave bere» and has been doing research work. 
He should work under Ross for two or three months and if we invited 
Ross 1o the Punjah, he would probably do Malhotia well, for it is 
not all charity. However, the matter rests with you. I am writing 
to Firo2, sQ that be aftjer^coiisuUing Fester meolion the matter 

toyotf.; . -ij, .i ' f . - ‘ 

This is getting too long, so 1 better bring it to a close, Hope 
the Vartman judgment has put matters right and the resentmeDt has 
died down. In that case it would perhaps be as well to dose the 
account and let Abdur Rahman and the other fellow swell the ranks 
of the starving politicians waiting for subscriptions which do not 
materialise. 

■ ' ■ I remain, 

4 Yours most faithfully 

Fazhi'Husain 


25, \' National Liberal Club, 

' White-hall Place, S.W.I, 

26th August, 1927 ^ ' '' 

• HC/II. - - ■ , 

tJear Sir Malcolm, . ^ 

I had an awfully busy day yesterday, and I wanted to send you 
,alJ the news, with the result that I sent none. This morning. I ielt, 1 
better carry out my intention, though the letter will have to wait for 
sc,veral days before it starts for India. . » t 

I have seen Lord Lylton and Sir Edmd Chamier. Arrangements 
for division of work have been made, and dies distributed. 

I received an invitation from the World Population Conference 
which.is to hold its meetings on the 31st August, I, 2 and 3 Sept. 
I consulted the India Office people. They have given me the papers 
dealing with population problems read at the World's Econornic 
Conference a few idfonths back. So I am ^ing to attend this Con¬ 
ference, 
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On my way to Geneva, I will stay for two days at Paris and sec 
the rostitute of InleJlcclual Co-operation, It is said that the Institute 
is intended to counteract the bitterness engendered by War. t 
thought it would be interesting to study their modes of work. 

I was asked to visit the Shakespeare Hostel (run by YMCA) 
Gower Street wherein there are a large number of Punjabce students. 

It is situated suitably in educational quarter of the London University. 

It is being run economicaJly, but the number of students is so large, 
their qualifications, subjects, circumstanccsso varied, so uncertain and 
the strength of the management go inadequate, that the institution can 
only serve to keep the Indian students segregated. It is probably true 
that they cannot derive all the advantage they should derive from 
their stay in England, but it prevents weak, poor, insufficiently 
equipped Indian students from being a nuisance, and to that extent 
is useful. 

I visited Ross Institute the other day. It is well situated, but is 
of course in its infancy. Sir Ronald Ross is not welt and Sir 
William Simpson is old in body, and it is Dr. Castellani who is run¬ 
ning the Institute, It has great scope for doing useful work and it 
would be a good thing if some Local Government by turn decided to 
place one of their Public Health or Medical officers on duly at the 
Institute, Association with men of world-wide reputation gives 
marvellous results in bringing out the best in a man. 

1 have also visited the Qadiani Mission’s mosque here. They 
were keen about the Rajpal acquittal, kirpan etc. I gave them the 
news of Variman conviction, Assembly being in session and consi¬ 
dering the question of legislation and that kirpan question was 
practically solved, as in 8 or 9 districts of the Punjab, sword had 
been made free. 

I have been to sec St. Thomas’s Hospital, Three points impres¬ 
sed me :— 

■- 

I . The general administration is in the hands of a Secretary 
who is a non-medical man and he really runs the show, 

-t -I V , 
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2. The nurse portion is the most important in the hospital, as 
admioistration is carried out through it^ Attendance, feed¬ 
ing, clothing, etc. all are in the hands of the nur&ea. The 
Nurse U undoubtedly more important than the Doctor. 

3. Private wards fee £ l-l a day is very moderate, Et includes 
room, food, nursing and ordinary attendance and only oper* 
alion fee has to be paid by the patient. 

1 have had a long talk with Sir AtuI Chatierji. He says Punjab 
sends more students than any other province ; there arc many 
Punjabee students studying engineering and medicine, ail over the 
British isles. 

I leave London for Paris tomorrow and hope to be in Geneva by 
the next mail day. I wrote to the Lausanne University Professor 
whose address you gave me, some days ago, but have not heard from 
him yet. tn case I don't hear from him here, 1 will go to Lausanne 
when 1 am in Geneva and look him up. 

Yours most sincerely 
FazH'Husain 


26, Barnes Court, 

Simla. 

8th September, 1927, 

HC/IL 

Dear Fazl-i-Husnin, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 18th of August, t was equally 
struck, when I went home, wUh the apparent lack of employment in 
the India Office ; I envied the men there, if I did not admire them. 
As for the friendly enquiries as to my health, I always repudiate the 
charge that I do too much work. I am afraid that 1 have habitually 
given the impression of working harder than is really the fact; at all 
events, I succeed in getting plenty of short holidays and a good deal 
of sport, and claim to be physically fitter than most men of my time 
in the Commission I 


Activate Windows 

Go to PC serrfngs to acts 



^6 

As you will have seen, it was Anally decided to take the oppor> 
tunity of bringing In legislation in regard to scandalUing religion, 
which would make it unnecessary to depend on the idiosyncrasies of 
Judges, The new clause is of course in general tenns, as for my part, 
E found it quite impossible to frame any draft which would specifically 
penalise attacks on Prophets or holy personages ; for after all, this 
would again open the whole held to discussion whether such and such 
a personage was after all holy or religious, 1 notice that many of 
the Muslims object to a general clause of this nature, on the ground 
that it prevents criticism of what they call 'fables and superstitions,* 

I do not myself object lo this ; it is always possible to critictse 
without being ofifentive, and I see no other way of preventing a 
repetition of the late attacks on the Prophet, because the “Vaitman** 
judgment undoubtedly showed that there were si ill loopholes in the 
section. 

1 will put to the Minister the question of a grant to Ronald Ross 
if he visits the Punjab ; 1 only received Chatterjee’s letter two days 
ago, and have not been able to decide the matter'yet. I should 
' personally like to see him in the Punjab, 

As regards religious excitement generally, f fear that it has not 
really died down. Though we have no large meetings either in 
Lahore or Amritsar, we have a vast number of small ones, and they 
keep excitement alive ; we only Just prevented a riot in Amritsar the 
other day. The danger of the situation lies in the fact that the agitation 
regarding boycott, is now being carried on in the villages, and if it 
spreads, it may have very dangerous consequences. For the moment, 
actual rioting is confined to other Provinces ; they had riots at 
Nagpur, CaWQpore and Bareilly within ten days of the publication 
by the leaders at Simla of a request for a calmer communal 
atmosphere*! 

Yours sincerely, 

W, M. Hailiy, 
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27. Bamc» Court, 

Simifl. 

6th October, 1927, 

HC/IL 

Dear Fazl-t-Husain, 

Many thanks for your letters of the 26th and 7th. As I think 1 
told you before, T have spoken to the Minister about the visit of Sir 
Ronald Ross, and this should be all right. 1 will send to the Chief 
Engineer the letter you formrded to me about Mr. A. B. Malik and 
his payment of his debts. 

I am very interested on what you tell me about the Jnstitute of 
Intetlectual Co*opcratioii and the World Population Conference. I 
have just received some of th« pamphlets issued at the latter ; they 
arc rather highly technical, but 1 fancy they should be of considerable 
use to our Public Health men, 1 tried to follow what h going on at 
Geneva, but the reports we get arc of course somewhat ubbreviaced. 
It must, in any case, be extraordinarily interesting to you. 

You have no doubt heard from your friends here about the 
MusUm meeting at Simla, called mainly to deal with the que^^tion of 
the meeting place of the Muslim League, etc. Firoz Khan bestirred 
himself a good deal about this, and it was quite clear that the 
advocates of the joint Electorates were outnumbered. I fancy as a 
result that wc shall certainly have a meeting at Lahore instead of at 
Madras; the Madras Muslims are not at all anxious about the latter. 
The opposition to the Joint Electorate has received additional 
confirmation from the recent meetings of the U. P. League. It seems 
perfectly clear that for some time at least, the advocates of the Joint 
Electorate will be in the minority. 

We hope to get through Dusschra without serious trouble any¬ 
where, but feelings arc of course in a great stale of tension, and every 
effort is being made by the newspapers on both sides to keep this 
alive. The attack on Rajpa) has not had any very serious effect 
so far, but I am half Inclined to think that we are in danger of having 
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to face other outrages before long, 

1 should be very interested to hear what Dr. Michaud of Lausanne 
says to you when you at length manage to get him. 


With best wishes. 


1 am, 

Youis sincerely, 
W. M. Hailey 


28 . 



The National Liberal Club, 
Whitehall Place. 
WHITEHALL, S. W. I. 
17lh October 1927, 

HC/II* 


Dear Sir Malcolm, 

1 have been rather busy seeing people and things in this wonderful 
country. 

1 have seen the School of History and Oriental Studies, the 
School of Economics and Political Science, the King's College. I 
have • also seen a few hospitals such as St. Thomas’s and Guy s, 1 
have looked into the matter of the training of the Nurses and the 
excellent feeding arrangements in the hospitals. 

1 have visited a few Public Health Institutions, seeing the pro¬ 
paganda work they do and the way they run their Child Welfare 
Centres. 

Lord Winterton took me to TiMington to see the Ploughing. 
Milking, Hedging and Ditching Competitions and both Lord and 
Lady Winterton asked me to remember them to you and to wish you 
every success in your arduous vt'ork. 

Various people however whom f have met here tell me that the 
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Punjab has done more in the way of improving Administration in 
general than any other Province in India and speak very highly of the 
Administration. This view, thus expressed, is not only given by 
people who have been in our own Province but also by those who 
come from other Provinces. In fact it is the latter who make a point 
of emphasising this. 

T have availed myself of the opportunity of being here to 
discuss the matter of my Land Revenue Bill with Sir Michael 
O’Dwycr, Sir Patrick Fagan and Sir John Maynard. I have some 
ideas but I doubi if they will amount to very much. 

However, there will be something to discuss. 

I hope to embark on the S. S, RAJPUT ANA on November 
4th at Marseilles and should reach Bombay on the 15th or 16th 
November. 

1 am, 

Yours very sincerely. 

Fazt-^i^Husain. 


29. 

Revenue Member 22nd November, 1927, 

Punjab Government. HC/IL 

Dear Sir Malcolm, 

I got your note and the enclosed cutting after returning from you 
this morning. 

1 have marked four items separately, and if you kindly tell me 
which part or parts contain expressions which arc Ukely to be some- 
wha embarrassing to you, I will scrutinise them carefully to see 
whether they correctly represent what the interviewer was told, and 
Jet you know at once. 

Yours sincerely 
Fazl-i-Husain 


Sir Malcolm Hailey’s note on this letter : 

Reply to my enquiry about summaries of interview about ^ 

Statutory Commission in Indian Daily Herald.^' 
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(Cutting from) THE CIVIL AND MIUTARY GAZETTE 
LAHORE 19th NOVEMfl^ 1927 

Sir FasNi’llusarin R^riu. 

Views on Reforms Commission 

Bombay, Nov. 18, 

Sir Fasbi'Husain, Member of the Punjab Executive Council, 
who arrived by to-day's mail boat^ interviewed by the Jnj^aa Daily 
. Md/1,observed that Indian opinhn was likely to be vcry^ largely, if not 
enjcirely, in favour of strongly protesting aga in&t the exclusion of 
Indians from the. Commission. At for the proposed issociation 
of Indians at a later stage, of the Farliamentary enquiry, said Sir 
Raxl-i-Hussain, it really meant nothing as the vital part of the 
investigation was going to be in India. He thought there would 
remain nothing for the Commission to enquire into outside the 
records of the working of the Reforms, which would be duly placed 
befbre the Commission by the Government of India. Having regard 
to the nature and limitations of the enquiry, he failed to see the 
efiTectiveness or the implications.of the proposed boycott. 

Sir Fazl-t-Hu$sain deplored the communal feeling and said he 
hoped it would disappear as suddenly as it had come. He was not 
inclined to attach very great importance to it, and did not believe 
there was any real substantial religious queslioh over which there 
could be any continued communal warfare. He hoped Indian leaders 
of both communities would put their heads together for the cessation 
of hoatilitics throughout India, as a preliminary to a reasonable agree¬ 
ment on the points of difference between the ,two communities.—A.P, 

' (Cutting from) THE INDIAN NATIONAL HERALD 
, BOMBAY, 19th NOVEMBER, 1927 

Muslims would lose Nothing by Bycotting Commiasion 

Sir Fazl-i-Husain Thinks League 
should join ^Movement if Mabasbha 
joins it. 

No salvation to India from Geneva admits Punjab KnighL 

After an interesting interview with Hon'ble Sir FazFi-Husain, 

• 4 _ JP ^ ^ 

Qti board the Rajputana, a representative of the Herald brings with 
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him a delightful impregsion that the Punjab Member favours the 
boycott of the Simon Commission by the Muslim League provided the 
Hindu Mahasabha docs likewise. The Lahore Knight, however, feels 
that the Commission can function without India's cooperation. 

FAZLE HUSSEIN CONFERS WITH JINNAH 

The Hon’ble Mian Sir Fazle^Husain, Member of the Punjab 
Executive Council, who had gone to Geneva as an Indian delegate 
to the League of Nations returned on Friday after a long and eaten- 
sive tour of the Continent, by the $.$. Rajputana. Unlike Sir C. P. 
Ramaswamy Iyer and other Geneva pilgrims, the Punjab Member did 

noJf look hate and hearty 

* 

The first thing he did, on landing on the Indian shores, was to 
interview Mr. M. A. Jinnah. 

In view of the fact that Sir Fazle-Husatn Is a member of the 
bureaucracy, it wouldn't be ri^t to dabble into the “why" and 
'‘wherefore" of this apparently slgaihcant interview. His hailing 
reply. “Well t no 1 1 just had an interview," to the question, "Had 
it any bearing on India's attitude towards the Statutory Commissionl" 
might therefore be swallowed with grace. 

The Statutory Commission, the League of Nations, Miss Mayo's 
"Mother India," and the unfortunaije misunderstandings about bis 
regime as Education Minister of the Punjab forming its subject matter, 

PUNJAB MEMBER'S FEAR ^ 

"What arc your views about compositi'oh of the Simon 
Commission ?" asked our representative, 

"I learnt about it just on my way. t am afraid it wifi not 
satisfy a vast majority of the enlightened public."^' 

"There is a strong and nation-wide move to boycott the Comm¬ 
ission but you will perhaps be sorry to learn that the Punjab Muslim 
League under the guidance of Sir M. Shjafi expressed itself other¬ 
wise, although Sir Shah in his public utterance on the subject had 
said: 
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“Hi$ Majesty's Government have^ in my judgment, committed 
a grievous mistake in excluding Indian repfesentmtives from the 
Royal Commission. 

An unfortunate decision has been taken by His Majesty s 
Government in regard to the constitution of the Royal Commisaion 
which is not likely to promote the welcome movement towards Indo- 
British co-operation/' 

"1 CANNOT BELIEVE IT." 

Sir Fazlc Husain replied : "1 am afraid you are under some 
misapprehension. If the statements you atlributc to Sir Mohd. 
Shah are really his own, I cannoi believe that the Punjab Muslim 
League could speak in a different tone. Why, what reasons do they 
give for thus isolating themselves from the rest of the Indian 

Muslims ?” 

The Herald man replied. *T think tbcir fear is that if Muslims 
do not present their case before the Commission then judgment 
would go against them by default, 

"But who is the plaintiff in the case ? If there is a platnUff and 
if Muslims fail to defend themselves, their judfiincnt would certainly 
go by default. Is there a plaintiff 7 

^*Proba1y they apprehend that the Hindu Mahasabha would 
tender evidence before the Commission, and this they obviously fear 
would prejudice their own case," suggested the interviewer. 

IF MAHA SABHA COOPERATES, 

"Well if the Maha Sabha decides upon that course, and advocates 
say joint electorates, I would certainly ask Muslims to do likewise 
and insist on separate electorates. Only in that case will the altitude 
of the Punjab Muslim League be justiffed.” 

In this connection, Sir Fazle Husain commended the good work 
that Dr, Shafaat Ahmad was doing in London, and said, "He has 
been well received in the political and educational cirdes of England," 

Reverting to the subject of the Royal Commission, our represenu- 
tive informed the Pury^b Executive Councillor, That the Responsivist 


Activate Windows 

Go to PC settings to acti' 
Vinclows 


43 



leaden wbo forined the maia pfop of the Hindu Maha Sabhtt were 
atrietly in favour of compLete boycott. 


MUSLIM WOULD LOSE NOTHING BY BOYCOTT 

'"Well, in that case* the Punjab MusUmt would loie notbing if 
they abide by the will of the majority. If further refonna are to be 
given at all, they ahall be for the whole of India. It ia iispotaible UwA 
one community would be given tome coocesaioni while the other 
deprived of the same. Whatever the retult of the attitude that it 
taken up towarda the Comxniteion. ii shall undoubccdly effect both 
the communities. 




BOYCOTT WONT EFFECT COMMISSION 

Aa regards the utlJily or the futility of the boycott step i all 1 
know » that ctHoperati on or noii'Coo pent ion with the CofUmissioD 
does not in practice mean much. Work of the C om mission cacmol 
be hampered If it is boycotted, for all the material and data that the 
Comnllsstoii needs to eaamine and lake into account can be fully 

i 

available from Government records, blue books, annual Publications, 
legislative proceedings and such other sources. What further inform 
mation is there that is needed for the purpose of the Commission and 
which will be withheld from it owing to the boycott movement T In 
my Opinion nothing. So if ihe Britldi Government choose to remain 
abdurate, the boycott movement can hardly impede the work of the 
Simon Commission." 

"Then do you mean lo iay that the Commission should not be 
boycotted T* 

m* ■ - . 

"NO" 

"No" retorted the Lahore Knight. "I don’t say that either. All 
I want to Impresa is that it ia idle to presume that a complete boy 
colt would change tbe course of events in confirmity with 'Indian 
aspiration." * ' 

"What if your opinion about the scheme of the Joint Indian 
Committee T" Questioned the Herlad reprcMiitatjvo. 
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SUPERFLUOUS, PURPOSELESS AND INERT 

Sir FazEe Husain wanted to know what specific purpose it was 
meant to serve. On being told that it was supposed—in the Viceroy’s 
own words—"to draw up its views and proposals in and lay 

thmn before the Commission for examination in fiuch'tRBiiner as the 
latter may decide/' he by a series of queslions and 'answ^ gave an 
impression to the Herald representative that he considers the pr^o- 
posed Committee as a superfluous, purposeless and inert body. 

“If the Punjab Muslims seek your advice in this maTi^, tfg you 
go back, what would you tell them ?“ 

-i ^ 

“SJT TIGHT ' 

j . .1 

“1 would simply tell them 'Sit tight'. They are not being emiJed 
upon to do anything now. Why should they bothar at aH, 'l^'tlon't 
sec", replied the ex-leader of the Punjab Muslims, in a rather 40Qd 
and excited tone. -‘i 

Here ended the talk about the Statutory Commission, and l]^ 
impression that the interview left of the mind ol the Herald 
is that Sir Fazic Husain, is in favour of the Muslim League^,My- 
cotting the Commission provided the Hindu Sablia does likcwiM. 

Conversation then turned on the “League of Nations". Aiked 
as to whether he did not resent a non-Indian always Icadiag Urn 
Indian delegation to Geneva, Sir Fazle said he could not help it, even 
if he did. 

PRINCES IN THE WAY 

There were certain practical difiiculties in an Indian leading the 
delegation deputation. The Princes, one of whom, would always be a 
member of the delegation, did not agree to be led by a British Indian 
statesman. They preferred to have an Englishman at the head of the 
delegation, if they themselves were not chosen to lead it. “Barring 
honourable exceptions, you know what sort of persons most of our 
princes are," he added. Under the present circumstances an English¬ 
man leading the delegation was necessary evil. 
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Toldj ibai inspitc of the repeated dcelaralioa of Indian delegates 
returning from Geneva, Nationalist India had not yet been convinc¬ 
ed of the usefullncss of the League on behalf of India, Sir 
Fazle Husain observed that if nationalist India hoped that political 
salvation would come from Geneva, it was in the wrong. But some 
good might be expected out of India's participation in the League's 
activities towards ; social, sanitary and educational directions. The 
Singa|K>re move, the Paris convention, the cocaine question etc, were 
as important for India as for any other country. Moreover it confers 
a certain status on India though it is a subject nation. 

"There is a belief that India has been given that sham honour 
just to make her pay the piper," 

'T don't think that consideration alone could have been the in¬ 
centive In this because India's quota isn't very big after alt, 

"THE UNFORTUNATE BOOK" 

Asked about his estimate of the mischicrbroughl by Miss Mayo s 
"Mother India", Sir Fa^le TTiisain angrily remarked, "That unfortu¬ 
nate book has sown the seed of racial antagonism. It is being 
widely read in Great Britain and on the Continent. The book con¬ 
tains inferences which are not borne out by the statements which she 
cites as fads and the few facts that the book contains arc at least 50 
or 100 years old. Considerable ground has been covered in India 
in the realm of social reform. Indians are fully alive to the work 
that remains to be done. We admit that we have social evils in our 
midst, partly indigenous and partly contracted due to our associa¬ 
tion with the west, hut wc hone to eradicate all of them." 

"Would you tike some one to reply to it 7" 

"DISSECT IT" 

"Never ! for a reply would mean a similar offensive campaign 
against the west, which could be more successfully launched. What 
I would like is that some one should dissect the contents of the book. 
It would be seen that Miss Mayo's facts are no facts at all and her 
inferences were all wrong." 
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In the end our representative requested the Punjat* Member to 
explain whether his regime as Minister of Education, had really been 
tainted with communalism, as was frequently alleged In the Hindu 
press, 

FIGURES SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES 

Sir Fa?le Husain replied that, that false notion had been explod¬ 
ed on the floor of the legislature long ago. The complaint was that 
in making appointments Muslims were being unduly preferred. '*1 
got all (he relcvent statistics published and circulated amongst the 
M.L-C’s. and it was proved that during the term of my office the 
number of Hindus and Sikhs appointed in the Educational Depart¬ 
ment for exceeded that of the Muslims while in the Medical and 
Health departments, number of Hindu and Sikh appointments were 
75 percent of the total. These arc hard facts and ought to dispel all 

misunderstandings. Again, 1 have no reason to be unjust to our 
Hindu friends.^' 


jQ Government House, Lahore, 

24th November, 1927 
HC/ll 

Dear FazH-Husain, 

A. & B, are of course the parts to which 1 allude. As H is the 
definite decision of the Cabinet to appoint a purely Parliamentary 
Commission, and as the Viceroy has justified this in a personal 
statement out here. 1 do not think it right for any one occupying 
an official position to emphasize the disappointment expressed at the 
decision- Nor do 1 think it right for any one in this position to 
suggest that the proposed association of Indians at a later stage of 
the enquiry ■‘means nothing^* That suggestion only lends an argument 
to those who advocate boycott. 

My objcclion gains strength from the article contained in the 
"Indian National Herald" of the 19ih Noveneber, Here you are 
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rcpresenied as saying that you considered that the Committee of the 
Legislatures would be superfluous, purposeless and inert ; these are 
not represented as your words, but as the impression you gave. You 
refused to condemn boycott though you did not think it would do 
any good. You thought that the support given to the Coinmisston 
by the Punjab Muslim League would only be justified if the Hindus 
asked for Joint Electorates* 

There arc occasions on which, whatever one's views may be, it is 
not consistent with one’s positiou to give etpression to them, and I 
hope that you will be able to assure me that you were misrepresented 

by the interviewer. 


31. 

Revenue Member 
Punjab Government. 

Dear Sir Malcolm, 

A and B correctly represent 


6th December 1927, 
HC/ll. 

what the interviewer was told 


by me. 


I galher from your Idler that A and B have been considered to 
constitute a breach of the duties and obligations 1 owed to His 
Majesty's Government. If this is the correct legal position, I beg 


to tender my resignation from my office. 


I remain 

Yours most faithfully 
FazH-Husain 


(Cutting from) THE CIVIL AND MILITARY GAZETTE. 
LAHORE, I9th NOVEMBER, 1927. 

'Sir Fazl-I*Hu&ain Returns 
Views on Reforms Commission 

Bombay. Nov. 18, 

Sir Faal-i-Husain. Member of the Punjab Executive CouuciL 
who arrived by to-day's mail boat, iuicrvicwed by the IniUm Dally 
Mail observed that Indian opinion was likely to be very large y, i 
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not cntifety, in favour of strongly protesting ogawst the exclusion of 
Indians from the Commission. As for Uie proposed association of 
Indians at a Jater stage of the Parliamentary enquiry, said Sir 
Fazi-i-Hussain, it really meant nothing, as the vital pail of tjic invest¬ 
igation was going to be in India. He thought there would remain 
nothing for the Commission to enquire into outiidc the records of 
the working of the Reforms, which would be duly placed before the 
Cominissioi;i by the Government of India. Having regard to the 
pature and limitations of the enquiry, he failed to see the Effectiveness 
or the implications of the proposed boycott. 

Sir Fazt-i-Hussain deplored the communal feeling and said he 
hoped it would disappear as suddenly as it had come. He was not 
inclined to attach very great imporUincc to it, and did not believe 
there was any real suh?iianlial religious question over which there 
could be any continued communal warfare. He hoped Indian 
of both communities would put theif heads together for the cessation 
of hostilities throughout India, as a preliminary to a reasonable 
agreement on the points of difference between the two communiiie# 

—A.P* 


32, 

Governor of Punjab. 7th December [927, 

HC/IL 

My dear Fazl-i-Husalo, 

Thank you for yesterday’s letter about the interview you gave 
in Bombay. 

1 am sorry that you gave your views to the newspapers, for the 
reason I have already explained. But you have, 1 think, given my 
letter a more serious interpretation than 1 intended it to bear, f have 
felt it ray duty to express my view, bui it is undc8ir.able that,a 
member of an Executive Council should publish opinions which can 
be quoted by critics as contrary to those to which ihc Secretary of 
State and the Viceroy are committed ; but his action docs not (at all 

A i- e ■ 

OL. tD ><. tc. 

Wir'iC ■ 
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counts in this case) nmount to itiai '^'breach of his duties and obliga¬ 
tions'* which would justify a Governor in feeting that he could no 
longer work with a colleague whose services he values and whose 
friendship he appreciates. I have no desire to pursue the tnaiter, and 
1 hope that it will suit your views, as it would certainly suit mine, 
that I should take no further action on your offer to resign your 
post. 

Hailey 


33. 

8th December, 1927, HC/U. 

Revenue Member, 

Punjab Government. 

Dear Sir Malcolm, 

In view of what you have stated in your yesterday's letter, [ 
agree that the matter docs not proceed any further, 

1 am very much obliged to you for what you have said of me. 

1 remain, 

\^ours most faithfully, 
FaiUt'Husain 


34, 

Government House, Lahore. 

10th December, 1927. HC/JL 

My dear FazM-Husaio, 

This is the passage in Lord Lyitoa's letter to which 1 referred 
the other day. It was sent to me by His Excellency the Viceroy. 

"Sir Farl-i-Husain was by common agreement the best 
Muhammadan representative that India has ever sent to 
Geneva. He mastered his subjects well, was very clear in 
bis arguments and metrvened several times^always with 
effect—in the Committee discussions. In a rather critical 
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I 


discussion on the last day his speech enabled a satisfactory 
compromise to be reached and saved the situation." 

1 thought you might like to have a copy of tbU passage, 

I am 

Yours sincerely, 

W,M. Hailey. 

The Hon'able K.B. Mian Sir Fazl-i*Husain, 

Revenue Member of Council, 

Punjab. 

35. 

Viceregal Lodge, E>ellii, 
gth February. 1928. HC/22, 

My dear Sir Fazl-i'Husain, 

I had a letter the other day from Lord Lytton saying that you 
had spoken to him about a need which you felt for some organisation 
in India to deal with certain aspects of the work of the League of 
Nations so far as it applied to internal problems. He sent me the 
gist of the Memorandum which you sent him dealing particularly 
with Public Health* Intellectual Co-operation and the Welfare of 
Women and Children, 

1 hiivc been talking over your suggestions with Sir Muhammad 
Habibullah, and we agreed that there is great value in most of them, 
provided it is possible to act upon them. I think that the best way 
would be for you to discuss these questions with Sir Muhammad 
Habibullah the next time you come to Delhi and give him the oppor¬ 
tunity of thinking them over in greater detail. 

If you could ever do this, perhaps you would let him know. 

Yours sincerely, 

Irwin 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 
Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain Kt., 

Member of the Punjab Executive Council, 

Lahore. 
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U. 

Revenue Member, Punjab 22ad April, 1928. HC/12. 

Punjab Government, 

Dear Sir MalcoJm, 

Re Geneva—I fully appreciate that under the circumfitances 
mentioned in H.E. the Viceroy's telegram there could be no vacancy 
of a delegate for me, Pertonally I attach no importance to the 
difference of status as in actual work there is hardly any distinction. 
The Indian public however is in such matters critical and inclined 
to read meanings into announcements of which they are quite inno¬ 
cent, This however could not have deterred me from accepting the 
office, but I find that I have been through nearly half the Icrm of my 
office, but have not yet developed certain proposals relating to my 
departments which I wish thrashed out during your term of office. 
There ii some work connected with the Royal Commission on Re¬ 
forms, of an un-offlcial nature, which it has been urged on me might 
suffer, if 1 took a pleasure trip to Europe, In view of these considera¬ 
tions, if H.E. the Viceroy wiU permit me, 1 would rather not go. 

Yours most faithfully, 
Fazl-i-Husain 


37 . 

The Boundary, Silma E. 

4th June, 1928. HC/12. 

Dear Sir Malcolm, 

May I most heartily and sincerely offer my congratulations on a 
recognition which was long overdue, It it difficult to conceive of 
services of a more distinguished nature than yours to deserve the 
tiUe, May you long be spared to continue your career of great use¬ 
fulness to the State. 

1 am laid up with one of my usual attacks of fever and so hasten 
to tend this. 

Yours most faithfully, 
Fazl-i-Husain 
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38 , JOlh Jufy, 1928. HC/IX 
Governor of Punjab, 

My dear Fazl'i-Husain. 

T have received a mcs!ia|c saying that no announcefnem will be 

I 

made tomorrow that I am to take over the post of Governor of the 
U.P. Sir Geoffrey will succeed me here. 

I am afraid that this means my going away at an early date. I 
cannot say how sorry 1 am not to be able to finish out my time in the 
Punjab, and I feel very much the parting with all my colleagues here. 

1 shall part with you with very particular and special regret; fur 1 
have always received from you the assistance and support of a loyal 
friend and if we have been able to do a good deal for the Punjab ia 
the last four years, much of the credit must rightly go to you. 

Your* sincerely. . 
W,H. Hailey 

39. 

Revenue Member, Kufri, 31st July, 1938, HC/U, 

Punjab Government, 

Dear Sir Malcolm, 

I am very pleased indeed to have it confirmed that you arc going 
to U.P. and that Sir Geoffrey succeeds you. for 1 know of no civilian 
better fitted than yourself to take up the heavy responsibiliiies of 
U.P,, or than Sir Geoffrey to be Governor of the Punjab especially 
during the coming times. 

It is very kind of you to speak in words of appreciation of my 
work during the period you were Governor, It has been a pleasure 
to serve under you and I cannot sufficiently thank you for your many 
acts of kindness and friendship. 

You are leaving us earlier than we were entitled to keep you, 
but as you will be next door to us, and you are leaving Sir Geoffrey 
in your place, we will not grumble and wish you every success in 
your new charge. 

Yours most faithfully, 
Fazl'i'Husain 
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40. 

Governor of the 
United Provinces 


25th August, I92S, 
HC/13, 


My dear FaKl'i'Husain, 

Sir Geoffrey tells me that you have had - a short stay at Kasauli 
and are looking better as the result. I do hope that you are really 
improved in health and have effectively shaken off your old enemy. 
You know how sincerely concerned 1 am for your health, 

I wish 1 could have a talk with you about the Nehru report, ]t 
is of course very obvious that it has aiHmniediatc bearing both on the 
position of the Mussalmans here and on that of the landowners. We 
may regard it as only a dream of the future, tnit it has at all events 
shown both of them where they would stand if the Swarajists and 
Nationalists* ideals could be translated into action. From this point 
of view it it an advantage, for it presents ihelr ideas in a concrete 
form. In the U.F. we should probably have twelve or fifteen million 
voters, mainly tenants, so that the landlords would be ousted from 
genera) constituencies and at the same time reserved seats would 
disappear. As for the Mussalmans, they would be far worse off tbiyi 
at present. I am afraid that 1 have already been guilty of impressing 
these facts on both parties, for the prospect of both seems very serious 
and it would be somewhat of a tragedy if they fell in the error of 
giving lip’Service to a scheme like that now presenied merely on the 
ground that it appears to present a liberal constitution for Indian 

With best wishes, 


1 am, 

Youis siacefely, 
W.M. Hailey, 


The Hon'blc Khan Bahadur Sir Mian Fazl-i-Husain, Kt., 
Member of the Executive Council, 

Punjab. 
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Simla Et 

28ib August, 1V28. 
HCil3, 


Dear Sir Malcolm, 

Thanks very much for your kind enquiriea. I am much better 
now* 1 may say almost normal for the Simla seiioa. 

I have seen the Nehru Report, but I have not yet completed its 
carefurstudy. I agree with you that lip loyalty to it would be a 
mistake. Jn matters like this it is best to be frank. On the whole I 
think it will not secure general support. We will probably be able to 
hammer out some sort of reasonable programme on which Muslim 
India will be able more or less to arrive at an agfeement- It is true 
that dissenters amongst Muslims arc stealing a march over their 
community, but 1 believe before long the general Muslim view will 
assert itself and it will have to be admitted that Indian Muslims do 
not support the report as embodying a constitution fit for introduc¬ 
tion in 1930. 

I am going down to Lahore on the 30ih to pay visits to Shelkhupura, 
Jaranwala, Gojra, Jhang and Chiuioi. Akali activity in the Bar is ou 
the increase and ideas as lo further remissions of land revenue, 
extinction of land revenue on small holdings, guaranteeing wofo# 
and distributaries against alterations and so on are being spread 
broadcast, 1 wish to get into touch with the movement personally, 

I am reserving ghffriput afiatr for October* 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fail‘i‘Husaio. 

H.E. Sir Malcolm Hailey, G.C.I.E., K.C.S. I., 

Governor of the United Provinces, 

fifaiai Tal* 
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42. 

Governor of the 
United Piovinccs. 


7th JSepicmbcr, 1?28. 
HCa3. 


My dear Faz1>i>Husaiia, 

Many thanks for your letter. I ani parttcularly glad Co hear that 
you are feeling better now. 

As regards your reference to the Nehru Con^mittee’s Report 
there is one mailer which is seriously troubling me and in which 1 
should be very grateful if you could help me, It has been assumed, 
perhaps quite honestly, in many quarters (hat Che Muslims of the 
Punjab have actually accepted the compropise arrived at on the 
subject of separate represen tat io. i. I notice that the Leader today 
claims that since no protest has been made, this must be accepted as 
their decision, i know of course that Dr. AI am and Zafar Ali have 
claimed that they represent the majority of the Muslims on this point, 
but I have never of course attached the slightest importance to any 
claim put forward by them. 

1 should be very grateful if you could send me a line saying what 
the facts of the case are ; for 1 find that many U.P« Muslims here 
are in doubt as to their own position and seem to be waiting for a 
lead from the Punjab Muslims, i would of course, if you so desired, 
keep confidential anything you may tell me. 

With best wishes, 


1 am. 

Yours sinceraly, 
W,M. Hailey, 


The Hon*blc Khan Bahadur Sir MianFazI-i^Husain, Kt., 
Member of the Executive Council, Punjab. 
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Simla £, 

22ad Scpicmber, 1928. 
HC/13. 


[>car Sir Malcolm, 

Yours of the 15th instant. 

1 was so pleased to sec Ibai ihe U.P. Council acted wisely in 
electing a—Committee. The Punjab members have prepared a draft' 
which, after revision, will be signed by all the elected Muslima on 
the Central and Local Legislatures and local bodies. 


1, The follov^ing proposals represent the views of the Punjab 
Muslims as lo the nejtt stage of political advance in the Punjab and 
in India. They are supported by iltc overwhcjining majority of 
elected Muslim members of the Legislative Council, of diatrkt 
boards and municipal committees and of small town commiltees and 
Ptmchaytttt, 

I Provincial 

J. Ftanchlse 

The ideal is adult franchise, but the next step is substantigi 
widening of the existing frartchisc on the following lines : 

m Urban ownership conditions lo be lowered from Rs. 4,000/- 
to Rs, 2,000/-. 

Urban tenant's condition to be reduced from Rs. 96/- rent 
ptr annum to Ri. 72/- rent per annum. 

(it) Rural ownership condition—‘Rs, 25/- land revenue to be 
reduced to Rs. 10/- land revenue. Agricultural tenant’s 
condition to be introduced, with the condition that the 
land of which he is in occupation is of the value of land 
which pays roughly Rs. 12/- as land revenue. 

2, CoHStUuencUs 

(0 Distinction between urban and rural constituencies be 
maintained and (owns or abatis with population of 5,€00 
and above be included in urban constituencies whose 
number in view of this addition may be increased, 

(il) Separate electorates for Muslims be maintained. Joint 
electorates arc the ideal, but at this stage they are most 
likely lo create friction bctv^cen Muslims and non-Muslims 
and lead to disorder. Earmarked seats in view of the 
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You arc quilf right ;i5 to ihcsc dJplomulic ucj^otiutioti!^ intcndcil 
to hoodwink Olliers. The Nehru Report is nothing cUc hut ii mako- 
belief, and Qaiihes the Indian autononif before the applauding 
Swarajists^ while il takes no account of the real India which lives in 
the provinces and has its hopes, aspirations, dithcultics and troubles, 
what does ihc Imperialist iu charge of die Indian l^nipirc care how 
the constituent provinces with ibcif parocliiat interests get on. He 
is after the big game. The mere trifles of duck shooting or ftshing 
have no atiruction for him. 


voting strength of the majority community being le&s than 
of others cannot be acceptable, 

(l/f) 'Special interest' constttnencies. These should disappear, 
but in cate they arc retained, their number be raised from 
7 to 9, one ^irig added to the land'^owncrs' constituency to 
make 4 tcrrjioriaUy separate coniLituencics and the lecond 
for urban labour constitnency, 

(Iv) European and Indian Christian representation. Whether 
they would like to be represented as such or take their 
chance in gctierat non*Mu&liin constituencies it should be 
left to iheoi to decide. Jn case they decide upon separate 
electorates wc are prepared to support them. 

(v) Sikhs. Whciber they should retain their separate electorates 
or lake their chance in general non-MuslTm constituencies 
should be left for them to decide. 

J. CouncU 

{i) Its total strength be raised from 93 to J25. 

(iV) There should be no otheial members with a right to vole, 
but not more than 13 ollicial members may be nominated to 
have a right of speech. 

(ii/) There should be no nonunated non-ollicials. 

(fvj If 'special interest' constituencies are done away with, then 
of the 125 Lonstituenejes there should be 63 Muslim coos 
tituencies, i.e., constituencies with Muslim voters. In case 
'special interest' constituencies arc retained, then of the 
9 constituencies reserved for ih'em there are only 3 in which 
Muslim preponderate, and therefore of the 1J6 general 
constituencies 60 should be Muslim constituencies. 

(p) Every voter, irrespective of his community, should be 
eligible for election in at! the J35 constituenems. ' 

4. Local Goi'ern/fie^r 

Local Govcrnineni should enjoy provincial autonomy, 
i.c.. 
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Yes, ZaJaF Ali dAd Cu. find in Syed Habib quite a haodful. It 
is tnleresling as wet) as amusing to watch their squabbles. Syed 
Habib prol'esscs conversion by coovictiofi. I am not sure whether 
he U liltcly to convince you, but I have an open mind. 


f/J AH the present reserved departments should be transferred 
on the same terms on which the present Iraniferied depart¬ 
ments were transferred under tlic Act of 1919. 

(<7) Local Government should be representative of and cespoitsi’ 
ble to the local Legislatiire-^thcrc should be no Members, 
but all Ministers elected from amongst the members of ^ 
Legislature except that the Governor will be from outside 
the Legislature. 

^ifV) The Cabinet will be coustiluicd by the Chief Minister 
subject to the approval of Governor and shall be jointly 
responsible. 

5. (nl Thtt the Central Govcrnmenl, Provincial authority 

> ' should be absolute except where expressly limited by 
Statute. 

(b) The revenues and property allocated by Parliament to a 
‘ Provincial Government should be secured to it Statute. 

d. Scr»>/eej ^ , ... 

Indiamsatioii should proceed as heretofore, and the position of 
all-India Services in the reserved departmenu wpuld be the same as 
of those in the trattsferred departments, except that in the case of 

I.C.S. and l.P. recruitment should conllnue to be done, as at present, 
by the Secretary of State, but control should vest in the Provincial 
Government which shall establish a Public Service Commission. 

II Other Local Lcflalalwia 

1. The present proponion of Muslims and separate electorates be 
maintamed except that in the case of Bengal, in pursuance of 

‘ the understanding which existed at the time when the Lucknow 
Pact of 1910 was agreed upon, the proportion of Muslims in the 
Bengal Legislative Council be raised from 40 Lo 50. 

2. Frontier Province be given a reformed constiluiion. 

3. Slindb'be converted into an independent province, and in the 
case of these two new provinces Imuncial adjustment be made 
in such a way as lo permit of their developing their resources. 

Ill Central Goverament A Lcglelatorca 

1, Central Muslim proportion and mode of represent* 

3 lion be left as at present. 

2. In order to develop provincial autonomy as qutekly as possible 
it is necessary that the introduction of responstlHlily in the 
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Wc you terribly here with Assembly in sessions and 

such u lot of political scandal to talk about and discuss. It 19 very 
iciicrally said that the Opposition m the Assembly simply sweep the 
board and both sidcs^ Uovcmnieiil and Opposittoo, recognise that if 
you were to revert to your Home Membersliip things from Govern^ 
iDcol point of view would not be so gloomy as they are at present. 
Can you be in more places than one at a iime ? 

Yours most sincerely, 

I 

Faai'i‘H usain. 


44 . 

Simla, 

27th September, !92(. 

Dear Zafrulla, 

Yours of the 23th inst, 

The view 1 take of the matter is this : A capable Punjab Muslim 
is needed badly in the High Court. The responsible authoriiies have 
repeatedly capresied the View (bat this need should be met, and, as 
you are aware, you have been believed to be the man to meet this 
need that appointment will be a permanent one, and lomg one. You 
arc young, and if you arc not to go to the High Court and in view of 
the death of the Hoshiarpur Sheikh, it will be open to the authorities 
to say that a man of outstanding merit from the Muslim Bar, well* 
versed in Civil Law, is not forthcoming. Again, poliilcal career in 
India is more uncertain than in England, and in England loo, a 
fibliticlan, relying upon Cabinet rank as a means of livelihood, 
cannot rely upon it more than half the period of his political career. 
In the Punjab, members feel that unless there is rival candidate, they 
do not get any kudos for supporting the other candidate ; and their 


Central Government take filace at a stage subsequent to the 
, establishment of autonomy In the provinces so that the fedcra-^ 
tion of autonomous provinces may cventuaJly give rise to an 
autonomous India. 






60 


* 

dctire to set up a rival caadidale caanoi, therefore, always be taken as 
a guarantee of their continued support In yovr poeiiion. keeping m 
view your own good, with due regard to the High Court aspect of 
it, I should stick to that course and use your position in fiaWic life 
in a way as not to prejudice that prospect. When you see H. E., if 
questioned, 1 see no reason why you should not, frankly and in 
a straightforward manner, tell him what 1 have mentioned above, 
and then say that you are prepared to leave yourself in his hands 
after having given him what struck you to be the pros and cons of the 
problem. 

As to the non-personal aspect of the problem, in case H. E. 
consults you, you will be justified in emphaaiMng— 

(1) that the Muslim Minister’s charge should include Education 
as one of the subjects. This involves redistribution of portfolios, 
which, on the whole, is not a bad thing. 

(2) that your party feel that the Ministry should be constituted 
from amongst them ; and if that be impotiiblc, in order to secure 
representation of Hindus and Sikhs, the men selected should be such 
13 to command the confidence of that party. Applying these tests, if 

L 

there arc to be two non-Muslims in the Ministry, your party would 
suggest Chhoiu Ram and Harbak Stngh to be the ministers. In 
case that is impossible, then the non-Muslim part of the Ministry 
should include at least one of ihem, and that in case neither of them 
is to be included in the Ministry, your parly would, on the whole, be 
dehnilcly opposed to that part of the Ministry, and that the present 
nof^Muslim Ministry will excite much greater opposition than any 
other that can be formed. 

I will try to send a note to you about the Simon Report. 

With best wishes, 


I remain. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fat^i'Husain 
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45. 


(Confidcntrat).. 


Vicaregal Lodge, Delhi, 
l»t November. 1929< 
MC/23. 


My dear Sir Fail-i, 

I stupidly forgot, wheo we finished our Council Meeting 
yesterday, that t should not have the pleasure of leeing you again, 
and therefore did not take that opportunity of wishing you good*bye 
and of thanking you very much for the help you have given us 
during the last moiiths. Please forgive me. £ shall much look 
forward to being able to renew our relations in the future, at a time 
which is bound to be difficult for us all and when your counsel will 
be particularly helpful. 

1 will discuss confidentially with Hubihullah, as soon as he 
returns, the question that I discussed confidentially with you as to 


the proj and ctm of inviting him to carry on somewhat beyond his 
allotted term, having regard to the possible advantages of utilising 
the special knowledge he will have, acquired in his London 
conversations on the East African question, and will hope, as you 
said you would leave yourself in my hands about this, to write to you 
definitely at an early date. 

Meanwhile, I shall be very grateful if you can give me the 
benefit of your advice upon the points which we were discussing 
yesterday in relation to the future composition of the Conference 

in London. 

Thanking you again, 

Bebeve me. 

Yours very sincerely,, 
Irwin. 


A 


Viceregal Lodge, Delhi, 

Ist November, 1929, 

HC/23. 

My dear Sir Fail-i, 

It was very good of you to write and let me have your views on 
ihe coming Conference, which arc most helpful. The matter is full of 
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difficulties and we shall alt have to put ouf head:^ logcflier and 
work out a procedure which will give the Couferwe the best chance 
of auccesa. 

Though, like !you, I see evident objcclioni lo a system of aoiiii> 
nation, or, as 1 should prefer to call it, invitation, there seein to me 
no less clear objections to leaving everything to the risk of eleciion. 
Your scheme proposes a combination of the two, but 1 am not quite 
clear how you visualise the actual working of your scheme for 
election (paragraph 4 of your note). Do you contemplate that each 
individual legislature should elect its representatives separately, or 
thot they should act as a single constituont body ? If the former plan 
is in your mind, would you not be likely to get a certain amount 
of overlapping, and disproportionate representation of particular 
interests ? How^ for instance, in this way would you ensure represen* 
tatioQ of landowners, or would you propose that organisations, e. g,, 
Chambers of Commerce, Universities, Landholders, etc., should also 
be invited to elect representatives ? 

As regards the date of the Conference you do not discuss the 
possibility of the Conferenc meeting in England in lime to let people 
return to India in lime for elections in November. The time-table of 
procedure after publication of the Report may of course make this 
impossible, but I think there may be just a chance of the Conference 
starting, say. in the late summer. If this were ptaciicable, what would 
be your view about it ? 

Or is it couceivably possible that we might have elections in 
April and thus leave our hands more free as regards the date of the 
Conference, 1 agree with you that the ctections must precede the 
Conference. 

Yours liiiccrcly, 
Irwin, 
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47. The Viceroy’s House, 

New Delhi. 

23rd March, 1930. HC/24. 

My dear Sir Fazl-i. 

I have received Sir Geoffrey de Montmorency's letter saying 
that you would be willing to go to Geneva if I so desired, but that 
for private reasons and for reasons of health you would have 
preferred, on the whole, not to go to Europe this year. I should be 
very sorry to think that I was causing you serious inconvenience, but 
the Secretary of State lays great emphasis—as indeed I do mysclf-on 
the advisability of sending a Member of my Council on this occasion 
when a Prince is lead tug for the first time, especially as Sir 
Muhammad Habibullah led the Deiegalion last year and a Prince 
went as second Delegate. As His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner 
is to lead the Delegation, it is necessary that if a Member of my 
Council is to go, he should be a Muslim, and you have the additional 
qualification of having been before, 

I have therefore telegraphed to the Secretary of State that, 
although for private reasons you would have preferred to stay in 
India, you have been good enough to place yourself at our disposal 
for this purpose. 1 hope that things may turn out so as not to 
cause you any very great inconvenience. 

Yours sincerely, 

Irwin 

The Hon'Mc Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain, K. C. I, 
E., Kl, Member Punjab Executive Council. 
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4, Montgomery Road 
Lahore, 

I5(h April, 1930. 

Dear Mian Satiib. 

Your letter to the Preflident, Couttqil of Regency. Bahawalpur, 

was dated the lOih January 1917 and the resolutton of the Councii of 

Regency waiving their claim to the property was passed on the 14th ■ 

March 1917, The actual wording of the resolution is as follows: 

“With reference to your letter of the lOth January 1917. ! have 

the honour to say that the Council of Regency in their meeting 

of the 14ib March 1917 have decided that they should waive 

their claim for the property which you are going to buy." 

■ ^ I 

Sardar Sikandar Hayat JChan's letter to you was apparently 

dated 27th May 1928 ns your answer to that letter which U dated 
1st June 1928 gives the 27 ih of May ai the date of Sardar Sikandar 
Hayat IChan's letter. Your reply of the Itt June 1928 runs aa 
follows : 

"Dear Sikandar Hayat-yours of the-Please convey my 

thanks to Hjs highness Nawab of Bahawalpur for endrosing—the 

Council of Regency that yoii-as the decision of the Council 

of Regency was arrived at on my letter wherin I remember 
having placed the whole position before the Council, hardly any 
further assurance is needed. If that question were to have 
recurred today. I would adopt the very course T adopted then." 

Yours sincerely, 

Fazl-i.Hussain. 

1 hope all of you reached Simla safely and that you are now in 
a touch better state of health than you enjoyed during your receot 
visit to Lahore. 

With kindest regards, 

Yours very sincerely 
ZafrulTah Khan. 


S 
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56, Mirzapore St., Calcutta, 
10th May, 1930. 


Dear’ Fazl'i'Husiain, 

If is exiTcntely good of you to take the troutille |o write to me in 
the midst of your heavy duties. Your letter of 7ih May juit receiv¬ 
ed on the morning of the Id is doubly welcome as it has served to a 
certain extent to revive my drooping and dejected spirits. It is true that 
friends in England and India from whom 1 have heard since its pub¬ 
lication, have expressed iheif appreciation of my Note and 1 am glad 
to learn from your letter that it has been received with great delight 
by Muslitn India and that you consider it worth persuing by anyone 
who wishes to understand Indian As the heart of Muslim 

India throbs in the Punjab, T deem-^e appreciation and congratula* 
lion of one of its noblest sons ample reward and compensation for 
all the trouble 1 have to pul up with in connection with the publica¬ 
tion of the Note which took me only three days to produce—though 
foodless and sleepless days. 

I enclose an extract from a tetter written to Mr. Azizuddin of 
Datia which will give you an insight into the sute of my mind just 
at present. The extent of sacrifice by co-operation with the Simon 
Commission is neither realised nor appreciated by the Local Govern¬ 
ment or the Oovernmenl of India. ! have lost heavily by it. The 
Punjab Government nevef for a moment allowed itself to forget to 
reward the services of Sir Abdul Qadlr in 1919, But the Government 
of India seems to have quickly forgotten the services of the members 
of the Indian Central Committee. We are now treated as untouchables 
and political lepers and there is a prolonged quest for doubtful friends 
and new alltet who are to he placated at our expense and cajoled to 
attend the Round Table Conference. Mr, Yakub, the Boycotter of the 
Simon Commission, is now to be backed for the Presidentship of the 
Assembly and some one, than myself b to be selected for the Round 
Table Cojiference, for T have not as yet expiated sufiicienily for the 


Sec Letter 51. 
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crime of bavinjt been a member of ihe tndiaii Central Committee, T 
can quite understand that as a Committee the Committee cannot 
claim to be invited, but what passes my underslandiof is why an 
individual member of outstanding position in his own community 
should lose his case for having been a member of the Commiiiee? 
Why should a man whose “Note is worth perusing by anyone who 
wishes to understand Indian politics and which has been received with 
great delight bv Muslim India'** should be treated as an untouchable 
and an ouicastc by Government and his faithful Rerviees to his com^ 
munity and Government alike be ignored ? When friends of Govern¬ 
ment have nothing to hope for nnd enemies nothing to fear but 
much to gain, no wonder that the Voice of the majority of the suppor¬ 
ters of law and order is Silence. I Imve many important suggestions to 
make regarding the present situation and what is happening in our 
part of the world, But to whom to make the suggestions ? There is 
no Ronaldshay who used to consult me on every important affair. 
There is not even a Lytton to whom 1 had free access* The Viceroy is 
too far away and your friend, the Proud Beggar, is too proud to 
thrust his views and opinions, unsought and unsolicited, on people 
who may not care for them. 

Wishing you a happy and prosperous Id, 

1 am* 

Yours Sincerely, 

A, Suhrawardy 

The Sarda Act is being utilized and Muslim religious feeling 
exploited in Eastern Bengal to arouse fanaticism and enlist it on the 

side of Gandhism. 

Extract from a letter written to Mr, Azizuddin Ahmad of Datia . 
“Every word of what you say is true* You truly voice the semi- 
ments and feelings of those who* having stood by Govemmem 
for example* during the Simon Commission's visit to India 
when things looked black, find themselves to-day dropped like 
hot potatoes and treated by Government as untouchables and 
political lepers in their anxiety to placate those who had boycott¬ 
ed the Commission and now wish to be invited to the Round 
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Table Conference. You have summed up the situation in one 
sentence and fathomed the psychology of the Silence of most of 
us when you say that Oovernment **Caii only rally them by firm* 
ness and by making clear that those who support authority 
today will rot be thrown to the wolves tomorrow." 

The Honbte Sir Fail-i- Husain K.C.l.B 
Member, Executive Council, 

The Retreat, 

Simla. 


5 Q^ I'he Ittehad, Patna. 

I2fh May, 1930. 

My idear Sir Faili Hussain, 

Thank you very much for the inquiry you have made in your 
letter which J received only yesterday on my return from a long 
tour in Bihar and United Provinces, 

Since I left Delhi on April 3rd, all my time has been spent in 
visiting important Muslim centres where I had been explaining the 
bidden meaning of the present civil disobedience movement, in 
a few places in meetings both of Hindus and Muslims, in some places 
in big meeiingsof Musalmtns and in most cases by holding con 
Terences of leading men of the locality. 

What I have gathered is that Musalmans harbour very bitter 
memories of what ihc Mahasabhiles have been doing to them during 
the last 6 years and that no amount of persuaiion by anybody at 
present would rouse them lo work shoulder to shoulder with the 
Hindus- Even the resolution of Jamiatul*Ulema, Bihar and Oriisa 
passed at Darbhangaon 22od March 1930 asking the Musalmans to 
join hands with the Congress in the civil disobedience movement did 
not produce any effect on the masses. The recent decision of Jamtat* 
ul'Ulcma Hind at Ainrolia on 5!h May has not yet made any impres- 


See Letter 54. 
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sion on the Musaimans. The thinking people openly say that the 
Jatniatul'Ulema has dug iU own grave by favonriiig joint actio i •viili 
the Congress ut present > 

But what they ask me is this. "Do you eKpeci anything from 
thi Government which would help the Musalmans to live as an 
honourable community in Imlia 7" "Had you had any gesture from 
them till now 7 1 have to say to them that I cannot lay my finger 

on any such thing at present and I do not expect anything from 
the Governmetit unless wc organize ourselves in the modern sense of 
the term. 

The Hindu leaders are feeling the void in the Muslim mind and 
trying to placate them in many ways. During this Bakr-Id, for 
example, notices after notices have been issued by the Hindu leaders 
not to give any cause to the Musalmans In th.eir performance of 
sacrifice to complain of their Hindu neighbours Even in election 
in Local Sclf'Govcrnment which is going on in this province the 
Hindu leaders are propitiating the Musalmans. In short the tendency 
of trying strength with the Muslims is giving place to palliating meas¬ 
ures. Thus the future of the Musalmans is very interesting. How 
devoutly I wish that those amongst us who command wealth could at 
this juncture help the Musalmans in organizing press and paper of 

the first order both in English and Urdu. This is the crying need of 

!■! 

the community at the present juncture. 

I have done my bit in this province by starting a press and 
paper called The Ittchad, in Urdu, to begin with, which is doing 
wonderfully good work in this province. I have today asked the 
Manager to send you regularly The Titehad published by us. 

It is very sad commentary on the wisdom of Coveramcni of 
India that the most appropriate move of the Round Table Couference 
has gone to oblivion. Whenever we talk of it, people get excited 
over our credulity. I am indeed extremely sorry for the good soul 
of Lord Irwin. The poor Viceroy's efforts arc not going to bring the 
fruit that was expected of it sometime before. The English people 
have been beaten, it seems, on their own ground. The Hindu India has 
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made such a vigorous propaganda against it that the sinccrcsl voice of 

the Viceroy is going lo be drowned. 

The AiJ India Musiini Conference will hold its Giiting some 3 
weeks after the publication of the Simon Report* The Fresidenl 
and the place have not been decided upon. I have been authorised to 
call a meeting of the Working Conuniltee of the Muslim Confer¬ 
ence for decision on these two points^ Lucknow has sent an invita* 
lion to us through Raja of Salempur, It would bo great relief to 
me if I could know even most confldcntialiy the probable date of 
the Simon Report's publication. 

The letter has grown too long. I reserve the rest till I bear from 
you in reply* 

With the great regard, 

I am ever yours, 

Md. Shafee Daoodi 


SI, Viceregal Lodge, Simla. 

15th May, 1930* 

Dear Sir Fazl-i-Husain 

His Excellency asks me to thank you very much for your 
letter of 14lh May enclosing letters from Suhrawardy^ etc which I 
return, His Excellency read them with great interest. He wishes me 
to ask you whether you think it would be possible in your reply lo 
Suhrawardy to say that you have mentioned bis letter to His 
Excellency, who was greatly distressed to hear that Suhrawardy seemed 
to fee) that he had been unfairly treated in some way. Do you know 
what is really in his mind ? and if not, would it be possible to elicit 
‘Unin your letter to him ? 

Yours Sincerely 
C' Cunningham 

The Hon'blc Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazi-i-Husain, 

K.C.LE,, Kl, 


1, See Lciter 49. 
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The Retreat, Simla, 
15lh M*y, 1930. 


Dear AbduJIa, 

Yours of the 7ih May giving a spicy eitimaie of the local legisla' 
tors- It was not only interesting but also instinctive. 

Your second one of ihc lOih has made me a little bit sad. You 
know you can always count upon my doing everything that lira in my 
power to promote any scheme or matter which I may feel is for your 
good. What I wrote to you about your note was, T trust, an accurate 
representation of my estimate of Muslim public opinion about it- 
Circumstances in the past have been such as not lobring that amount 
of success to your efforts which you deserved, and as an admirer and 
friend of yours it will be my effort to help ; but, my dear Abdulla, 
you must not permit disappointment in the past to spoil your beauti¬ 
ful nature, for there can hardly be u greater tragedy than a noble 
spirit embittered by failing lo achieve the success it deserved, I 
know His Excellency the Viceroy thinks well ol you, and you should 
develop optimism not only with reference to your own career but also 
in the matter of the future of your community. Muslim India has 
seen, during the last ten years, steadily making progress, if not in 
every part of India, still, in many parts of India ; and J feel confident 
that if a balance-sheet is made of the whole of India, the progress of 
Muslim India will, (herein, be found quite marked. It is up to you, 
and lo me, and to every other Indian that the speed of progress 
should be further accelerated till Muslims occupy tn the advancement 
of India the share to which they are entitled, and thereby promote the 
cause of India's progress towards self-rcalUation and independence. 

1 remain, 


Yours Sincerely 
Fazl-i-Kusain 
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53, The Retreat, Simla. 

\5 May. 1930. 

My dear Yaqub, 

Thanks for your* of the lOfh. 

The Jamiat Resolution will cul no icc. What 1 am very much con¬ 
cerned about is for Muslimslodowmething constructive for themselves 
and for their country. At present they arc watching the game more or 
less between the Hindu politician on the one hand and the Government 
on the other. Active Muslim politicians now and then exhort them not 
to join the civil disobedience movement; but* after all, this is a nega¬ 
tive lead. The present demands something much more constructive 
—better organization, greater effort, and, locally, schemes of deve¬ 
lopment and uplift. We must get on, otherwise we will be left behind. 

Kidwai is an awfully nice man, a very genuine man ; and how¬ 
ever emotional at times he may be and however anxious to get on, 1 
feel pretty coofidcni that his desire to serve Islam is greater than his 
desire to serve himself. In fact, I have a great deal of regard for 
him, and in a matter like that, 1 do not think Kidwai is the one to 

create a split- 

The great thing now is the appearance of the Simon Report and 
ihc action that tlte All Parties Muslim Conference will take thereon. 

With best wishes, 

1 remain. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Fazl-i-Hu$sain 

^4 Viceregal Lodge, Simla. 

16th May, 1930. 

Dear Sir Fazi-i-Husain 

Thank you very much for your letter of iSlh May. I have 
shown Shafee Daoodi's* letters in His Excellency. He presumes that 


K ScekilcfiO, 
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the pail in his I'ecem ^aiemcnL rcgu^Qg the minority eomniunUics 
will to a ccitaiD extent reassure anyms who had begun to feel 
doubts of the iatCQlions of tiis MajestyGovernincjiL 
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The Hon'ble 




Yours sincerely 
G, Cunnigham 


Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fa^-i-tfusain, K.C.FE.* Kt.*. 

* m 




Naini Tal, ISth May, 1930. 

My deaf^ir Fazl-i-Husain, 

It IS fortunate that you arc now in the *Tndjan Cabinet'’ when 
selections for the JRound Table Confeince are going to be made. If 
you agree to the Muiiim demands as put forward by (he AlMndta 
Mui^m Conference held at Delhi under the presidentship of H.H. 
-the Aga Khan then please see Jo it that the mistake is not made in 
selecting Muslims which was made in the case of the Sankaran 
Committee when Raja (1 may say here to remove any misunderstan' 
ding that personally Nawab AJj and myself arc as relatives and 
brothers) Nawab Ali Khan was selected. He is a lieutenant of the 
Maharaja of Muhmudabad and is now creating another mischief by 
making the question of electorates a Sunni v. Shia question. For¬ 
tunately the Rajp of Salcinpur who himself is a Shta has snubbed 
Raja Nawab Air and people of his way of thinking in his presidential 
^(Wress delivered at Muzzafarnagar in the annual session of the U,F. 
Con/arCDce. 

The Raja of Salempur has also been instrumcnlal in making the 
Viceroy s recent declaration as he asked His Excellency to make a 
*' declaration of the security of the already acquired interests of the 
^ minorities when the new constitution is framed. In his letter he sent 
address and received a very favourable reply. My reading of 
tMjt^luatton is that there will be at least eight Muslims (they might 
be tih»} for the R.T.C. and the names wiii be probably as follows:— 
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(1) Aga Khan. 

(2) Jinnah. 

k 

(3) MuJiamiaad Ali* 

(4) Sir Abdut Qayum. ' 

(5) Sir Shali (or somebody ds* from the Punjab if he i# occupied 
ID the Imperial Conference). 

(6) Ghainavi* 

(7) Raja of Salcmpur (if it is meant to counteract Nawab Ali v. 

Mahmudabad of this Province) and 

* <9) Fazal Rahimtollah. . 

There is a talk here in responsible quarters that either Mahmud¬ 
abad or Sir Ali Imam or both vill be included. If they arc it will be 
fatal from the point of the Muslim community as we who believe in 
mixed electorates or in civil disobedience etc. do not at present 
repreaODt the Muslim nation in India- 1* (ike Mahmudabad and Sir 
Ali ltnam» believe that Muslims should not remain aloorfrom the 
present war but this can only be our personal view. The Round 
Table Conference should not be made a place to express any personal 
views. 1 at least feel bound to respect the solidarity of Muslims and 
it is therefore that I do not urge any personal convictions or views 
nor aspire to have a place in the Conference. Surely from Oudh the 
Raja of Salempur should be represented. The fact is that after H H. 
the Aga Khan no person in India has spent so much money for the 
cause of the All-India Muslim Conference as Raja Ahmad Ali Khan 
of Salempur has. He has organised the whole Province. This work 
is appreciaied even by the Governor of the Province who expressed 
his great approval of his Muzaffarnagar address- 

My personal position is this that 1 feel concerned in my mind 
that it will be impossible for the Hindus to tyrannize over the Muslims 
if there is complete independence but 1 do not blame the Muslim 
community if it does not share ray convictions and feels nervous by 
(he aggressive attitude adopted by the majority- I myself have 
noticed that all the Hindu leaders wisfwut excepfion have acquired a 
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cominuntl outlook and t& 1 believe that if minority goes wrong or is 
aggressive it cannot do any severe harm eitbcf to the majority 
community or to the national cause but if the majority is aggressive or 
prejudiced it can destroy the minority and can do tmmenie injury 
to the national cause. 1 excuse the nervouwesi on thrpart of the 
minority and I am with it in urging upon the majority to 
wifi its confidence. Therefore I have not diiiociated myseJf fiom the 
AlMndia AJJ-parties Muslim Conference and it is therefore that [ am 
writing to you this letter to help the AlMndta Muslim Conference. 
The demands of the Muslim Conference are fair and can do no ha^ 
to the nationaJ cause if accepted. Why then they should not be 
accepted 7 They can be accepted if India gets independence and if the 
Hindus were sincere in their desire for independence they would hive 
accepted those without fnssi 

Youis very sincerely 

as always, 

Mushir Hussain Kidwai 


56, Simla. 

I9tb May, im 

My dear Shafee Daoodi, 

I am very glad to see that you have been exerting yohrsdf 
enthusiastically in doing your duty by^'ybiif 'cotniduntty. 1 realiic 
the force of your argument that no cbfflmanicy dan afildrd’to lihve a 
negative programme. Well, a positive programme h the’conatriidrive 
programme, and however old the idea my' bej ahtjou-bililding 
activities—educational and economic —are by far the moM which go 
to elevate the masses economically and intellectually. . 

1 am very glad to hear that you have laid the foundation of the 
Vernacular Press in Bihar. This is a real good service, and t hope 
and trust the paper will flourish. 1 am trying to acquaint myseJf with 
the condition of our community in various parts of India and, some 
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p«rt«i where there is trouble, «rc receiving my closest study and 
attestion. 

Well, the Simon Cominlsiioa'i Report will be out soon enough 
and you should gird up your loins to examine it carefully and then 

fornmlite your views on it. 

1 

P' 

With beat wishes. 

1 remain,. 

Yours since rely, 
F«l-i-Husain 


57, 

Member of Council for Simla, 

Education, Health Sc Lands, 20th May, 1930, 

India, 

Dear Sir Malcolm, 

His Excellency discussed the matter of the pc^-sonne] of the 
Round Table Conference yesterday and mentioned your views on the 
subject and suggested my writiag to you about it. 

The Muslim point of view i$ that the number of Muslims is 
important enough, but the views and the ability of those Muslims are 
far more important. They should be representative in the sense that 
they are acceptable to their respective provinces and to India as a 
whole, and at the same time they should be, if not all, at least some 
of them, particularly well-fitted to take an intelligent and effective 
part in the actual deliberations When we are told that the decisions, 
or the effect of discussions, will go not by the counting of votes but 
by arguments adduced, the importance of selecting those who can put 
their case clearly, cogently and effectively is very great i and, as you 
are aware, there are not very many in the Indian political life who 
know, and really know, the subject. Further, it should be rente* 
mbered that the case has to be put not in a friendly, private con¬ 
versation between two individuals, or even in a small Council or 

1, A copy of Ihb kticr Js ■]» svijJsbU in Ihe Fazl*i<KtiUiio papcr«. 
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ComintUce of 5 or 6, but Ihat Uic discussiDii will be fti- a large 
gathering in which the vast majority of people will be strangers ; and, 
therefore, the need for clear thinking and for clear expression and 
for a mastery of the subject is very great indeed.' Now, it is 
obvious that men like Sapru, Chiniamani, the Madras people and 
the Bombay people will probably be equal to the task. Oa ihc 
Muslim side, we have Shaft, and Zafrullah from the Punjab" 1$'likely 
to be an effective member ; but it cannot be said that other Muslim 
members holding Musltoi India's views come up to the same 
standard. As 1 mentioned to you, 1 have had opportunities of 
coming across Dr, Shafaat Ahmad, in 1927, he was in London, and 
had several talks with various members of the Labour Party, and 
discussed with them those problems. So, i feel that he is better 
equipped than most of the Muslims His Excellency has in mind for 
this puriitular work. 1 am not unmindful of bis shortcomings. He 
is inclined to push an argument too far aud thereby sometimes spoil 
it; that the constitutional safeguards have been on his brain probably 
too much, but jn London, in the sort of gathering there will be at the 
Round Table Conference, i believe he will be more useful to bis 
Muslim colleagues in collecting bits of loformatioa from variouB 
quarters and thus enabling his colleagues to be put in a position to 
formulate iheii own views. He is, of course, raw yet, but I do not see 
any others distinctly belter than he h foi this work. In Bihar, there 
are Sir Sultan Ahmad and Shafee Daoodi, The former has never 
studied politics and has devoted himself entirely to educational work, 
and the latter has a good representative capaclly but will not be able 
to pul hjs views before the Round Table Conference. Jinnah and 
Ibrahim Rahimcoola are good men, but the latter is getting rather 
Old. Bengal is not hkely to contribute anyone as good as Shafaat Ahmad 
and, on the whole, I feel that the Muslim group as a whole will be 
weak in talking capacity at a Round Table Couferenoe and in getting 
about socially and talking politically to various people if it has not 
the assistance ol Shafaat Ahmad or two or three men like him. 
Again, no one knows better than yourself that the press representa'* 
tives will be at the elbows of all these people at the Round Table 
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Conference, nnd the public estimate of the Muslim representatives 
will be ihe estimate that some enterprising interviewer gives to the 
British public of them* Don's you think* in that re&pect too, Shufant 
Ahmad will be usefiit to his colleagues ? I suppose Maharaja Sahib 
v> ill have to be there, but* then, will he be representing the Talukdars ? 
And even so. will he be able to talk at the Round Table Conference 
or will he content himself with nodding 7 Again* frankly, I do not 
like the idea of Jinnah doing al] the talking and of course there being 
no one strong'niinded enough to make a protest in case Jinnah starts 
upon expressing his views when those’'views arc not acceptable to the 
Indian Muslims. 1 want some one who would frankly say that it is 
not the Indian Muslim view. It is a dilBcult thing to say ihai and 
an unpleasant one, and the higher the position of a representative, 
the more difhcult it is for him to say so in a Conference. 1 believe 
Shafaal Ahmad and Zafrullah will not hesitate, while Shafi's repudi- 
ation may be attributed to rivalry. 

So far about the Round Table Conference. The Indian situation 
is just now confusing and the game is not making much progress one 
way or the other. Probably, the active political workers are not 
making the headway. But at the same time it cannot be said that 
they are losing ground. Government has brought into use a number 
of arms from its reserve armoury, and f feel a Little doubtful whether 
the additional arms have dehnitely succeeded in achieving the subject 
they were intended to serve. 

I want so much to have a talk with you, and yet with my wretch¬ 
ed health, I had better not go ntsbing about, but content myself with 
writing to you. That may* perhaps* clear niy own ideas. Now lake 
the case of Press Ordinance. A large number of extremist papers 
have ceased to exist. We wanted not to kill the papers but to kill 
the evil effect in the minds of the people that is generated by the 
extremist papers. Don't you think that the Indian mass mind is 
ulready so made just now ilut in the absence of news* it is ready to 
listen to rumours and believe them, and thus the evil is done to a 
greater extent than even the extremist papers can achieve ? Mind you* 

1 have no regard whatsoever for the c.xtremist papers, but 1 am trying 
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to c^aniine whether so far as the effect on ihc mass mind is concerned 
“ihe absence of extremist papers and the presence of rumours 
which are so readily acceptable to the mass mind,—we have really 
gained anything, and all the time here as well as in England the outcry 
ie raised—no expression of free opinion and the press is gagged. As 
soon as the worst papers are slopped or brought under security, don't 
you think it would be best to let others Jive till any one of them is 
hopelessly bad ? Again, I do not visualise the stages which not only 
these civil disobedience movements expire but give place to restora¬ 
tion of mutual confidence and trust and goodwill, ; do not think 
even if we added two or three more arms to our armoury in use, the 
desired result can be achieved. It is the old, old story, but there 
seems to me to be no other way except organising the saner elements 
of society ; and in view of the Round Table Conference and the legis¬ 
lation which will follow it, there is hardly an Indian in public life 
who feels that he will not be doing wrong if he checked these move¬ 
ments which arc intended to demonstrate to the authorities in India 
and in England that there is u very large and insistent demand for a 
very large political advance. That is my reading of the Liberals' last 
set of resolutions. 

With best Wishes. 

I remain, 

Yours most sincerely, 
Faxl-i-Hussuin 


58. 

Prlvite 

The Retreat, Simla. 

24th May, 1930* 

Dear Kidwai, 

Yours of the 18lh jnst. 

This is strictly in keeping with your motto "AI Haq" and* in a 
way, it afforded me satisfaction inasmuch as in giving my estimate of 
your personality, I mentioned that you were for principles and had 
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the capacitjf to rise above personaEities and in the interests of Islam 
Would be prepared to sacrifice yourselves if necessity arose* 1 will 
certainly hear in mind what you have said* 

We are passing through very strange limesp and 1 cannot help 
feeling that those who wish that India should rule herself have not 
started the right way in bringing about chaos, not with the object of 
expelling the foreign Government, but with the object of bringing 
pressure to bear upon it* These movcmctils which frankly, are for 
expelling a strong foreign Government, in case they succeed in their 
objective, should have at hand a strong organised Government to 
take the place of the one which they are expelling and, to that extent, 
assure the maintenance of peace and good order ; while the present 
policy of the Indian leaders seems to me not only subversive of the 
peace and order in the present, but, what is more open to objection, 
it renders the establishment of peace and good order in the future 
more difficult than it has been in the past, or even in the present. 

1 remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-NHussain 


59, Governor's Camp, 

United Provinces, 

24th May, 1930. HC/lfi 

My Dear Fazl-i'Husain, 

Your letter of Ihe 20th May about Muslim representation at the 
London Conference. 1 quite agree with a good deal of what you say, 
but I had better give you the exact reason why I made my particular 
recommendution to His Excellency the Viceroy. I think wc have two 
functions in regard to the Conference, In the first place, we have to 
endeavour to satisfy communities, such as the Muslims, that they will 
not only get a good hearing but will be represented by people in 
whom they have confidence. However brilliant the advocates who 
went there, it is really Just as important that we should convey the 
maximum of satisfaction at this end in the character of the represent 



80 


tatiycs cb^en, and if we fail to do so, we ^ob tlie Conference of one 
great element of success. Our second fuQctiofi' is of course to see 
that points of view are actually put as pJeatly ,aod emphatically as 
possible before the Conference. It was with the view of getting the 
maxiroum of confidence from people in this part of the world that I 
suggested some one of the type of the Nawab of- Chhiuri,, who un¬ 
doubtedly would carry that confidence. The U.F. Muslims will 
certainly feel that their side of the case will be inadequately, or shall 
19ay» not represented with suflicieat weight, if the U.P. delegates 
were Mahmudabad and Shafaat Ahmad. Now as regards the tatter 
I am quite clear that the majority of local MusUms would attach 
greater value to Hafiz Hidayot Hussain ; for Shafaat Ahmad, with all 
his qualities of industry and keenness in debate, does not as yet com¬ 
mand among them the same all round support in point of character. 
But if some one of the type of the Nawab of CbhUari were to go, 
then I would withdraw my preference for Hidayat Hussain and 
support the claims of Shafaat Ahmad who, 1 know, would be useful 
to Shah and also form a somewhat effective counteraction to Jinnah. 

I quite admit that from the point of debate he would be better than 
Hidayat Husain. 

T am afraid I do not sec eye to eye with you as regards the oper¬ 
ation of the Press Ordinance, at all events in regard to the U.P. I 
forget how many papers there are in this province altogether, but 
they are certainly very numerous ; and so far the security lectiona 
have only been applied to three or at the outside four. There are 
certainly plenty left which can distribute news to the public, and the 
latter cannot seriously feet that it has been deprived in any measure 
of its e^itremist organs- We invariably begin by warning even the 
Worst papers and some of them take the warning and decide to carry 
on. Others at once tell us that they will not alter their policy and we 
have to ask security from them. On the whole I raiher doubt whether 
the general public can be feeling that the Press Ordinance so far has 
robbed it of any of its amenities or conveniences. 


}. A copy of Ibli letter te aIki ivaUablc la tbs Fasl-Mfufsio FOpri, 
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1 should like to emphasize my own point of view in regard to 
the agitation generally. One is not out to suppress nationalist feet* 
tog or even to drive Congress off the field. Whatever ihc political 
changes, wc are going to have in the future a ounibcr of periodic agi¬ 
tations of this kind, I would deal with this one purely on its merits, 
that is to say, recognizing that a programme of civil disobedience is 
an actual danger to the State, I would attempt to disorganize and 
break it up by any such means as would not afterwards recoil on oar 
own heads. But one's primary object is gradually to recreate a con¬ 
dition of things in which excitement will die down and affairs again 
become normal. In the normal state of afifairs there is a very wide 
scope for expression of opinion against Government and on behalf of 
all kinds of constitutional advance. One does not interfere with those 
expressions of opinion ; even an occasional rise of excitement is left 
to take its course. Liberal, nationalist and even extremist opinion has 
(hen quite adequate scope. If in such norntal times there is any 
measure of repression at alt, it is, at all events in a province such at 
this, confined entirely to people who debniteiy and openly advocate 
voiience or the use of the bomb. 1 forget the number of political 
prosecutions in the two years preceding the present outburst of agi¬ 
tation, but they were entirely negligible. I should be quite prepared 
myself to withdraw any exceptional measure as soon as 1 saw that 
tempers were showing a tendency to return to the noimal; I should 
not like to do anything which would interrupt this process. 

With best wishes, 

I am. 

Yours sincerely, 

Malcolm Bailey. 

Hon'bte Khan Bahadur Sir FazH-Husain, K.C-1<£., Kt., 

Member of Council for Education, Etc., Simla, 
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60. Simla, 

29th May. 1930. 

HC/i8, 

D^ar^ Sir Malcolm, 

Thanks very much for yours of the 24th, 

Chhatari and StiaTaat Ahmad will do very nicely. But t do not 
know what Chhatari^s programme is. I believe his term of office 
expires next January, and he may be thinking of resigning before 
the elections to get returned to the local Legislature, However, 
that is a separate matter. 

I have been revolving in my mind the various aspects of the 
present agitation and the measures taken to meet it. Tht action taken 
against the agitation consists in press control, vigorous prosecutions 
of political workers in support of civil disobedicuce, whether under 
the Sedition Law or under other laws * and in one way or another, a 
very large number of political workers of the first and the second 
line have been put into jail. I understand that there is a vast amount 
of anti-British feeling spreading amongst the people ^ the display of 
discontent is not on the decrease, and the anti-British feeling also is 
not subsiding, but is becoming very acute. The pioblciu to solve is 
to check the increase of this feeling, hoping that gradually it will 
disappear, and also securing the gradual decrease of display of 
discontent, & c. Can this be achieved by large number of 
prosecutions and imprisonment ? For, after all, the object of 
declaring unlawfull various Institutions can only be to get at men to 
be able to put thejn away. None of these measures by themselves can 
be of much use. T feel very doubtful whether the Administration can 
gain very much by pursuing the orthodox policy of press control, 
vigorous prosecutions of political workers, and similar actions, 1 
believe time is a very great factor in meeting such political crises, and 
further that counter attraction is of very great value. At present, 
almost every Indian believes that if he is courageous enough to join the 
disobedience-walla, he is contributing to the eventual success of the 
struggle l^tv^ci India on the one hand and the British on the other. 
If he is not courageous, then be should be neutral and simply watch. 


I. A eopy of thU tcUfr it aju> avafltble in the Pul'l'Husaiij Papocs, 
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in his heart of hearts being for the disobedicnce-walia. This explains 
the sliding of the Liberals from the position they took up last 
November. Don't you think efforts should be directed towards fc- 
orpanizing parties which would work for smadeshh statu pi og out drink 
establishing Panchaycts or Boards of Arbitration, intensifying efforts 
at beneficent activitfes, and strongly supporting the freedom of the 
individual in the matter of exercising his profession and of persuasion 
to be exercised in favour of de:ihi nr prohibition to be directed 
towards the individual citizen and not the vendor of the badeshi or 
liquor. Further, efforts he made at establishing cottage industries, 
and thus occupying people who are naturally restless and possessed 
of htrul energy, and thus create a diversion in political thought as 
well as in the matter of outward expression of discontent and dis¬ 
satisfaction. T recognise that no amount of declaratjon on the part 
of the Viceroy or the Secretary of State can do any good. The country 
is not ready to think calmly over the difHcult poUtica] problems 
awaiting, if not soTulion, al all events, decision. Bui I do believe a 
great deal can be done with a positive programme of work. What I 
have in mind arc not the old Aman Sabhas or the Loyalty Leagues: 
they will not do ; and f do not think it is impossible, still in public 
life, with a certain amount of effort, to organize a good, liberal, 
strong, nationalUtic movement of uplift, to which the masses will 
come if vigorous efforts arc made in that direct ion. 

Holding these views as T do, [ fee! that both in the administration 
of press ordinance end olher measures in those provinces wherein 
vigorous action has already {>een taken, it would be as well to call 
a halt, and administer these measures leniently, say, fora period of 
a fortnight or so, and try what I call the positive programme. No 
one knows better than you how dilBcult it is to bring about a genuine 
change of heart and how hopeless it j$ to administer a province or a 
country, with any satisfaction to yourself and to the people, when 
the mass mind is poisoned and takes a distorted view of adminisira’ 
live actions. No reforms, however generous, can take the place of 
an appreciative, or, at all events, unprejudiced mass mind. 

I am writing to you like this, because 1 know you will not think 
us as faddist for ten years in oflicc during troubled times cannot leave 


much of faddism in one. T do hope when you are in Srnrila nest July 
you will not fiilJ up your time to such an exLent as not to leave room 
for a taJk with us. 

1 remain. 

Yours most sincerely, 

Fazl’i* Husain 

Simla, 

1st June, im 

1 have beard from more than one source that, in some places, 
recourse has been had to certain measures in dealing with women 
jathas or processions. The two courses adopted, according to my 
informant, arc : (1) setting goondas or semi-goondas to harass them, 
and (2) setting prostitutes to harass them. ^This has created a certain 
amount of resentment in the minds of moderate and pro-Govcinmcnt 
people. 

I have myself thought over the matter, and feel that it is unwise 
to have recourse to cither of these methods Tt is obviously wrong 
on the part of the civjt-disobedience'wallas to use women for this 
purpose, and although the initial responsibility for this lies on them, 
the Government should not permit the use of the above-mentioned 
two methodf or similar ones, as they do not succeed in preventing 
women from going into jathas but they do create resentment in the 
mindi of the pro-Government people, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fail-i-Hirsain. 

To the Governor of the Pumjab. 


^2' Governor’s Camp, 

United Provinces, 
l$t June, 1930, 

HC/18. 

>My dear Fazl-i’Husain, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 29th May ; 1 fear that r am 
not quite fit enough to reply at any length, but I give you such ideas 
as come immediately to my mind. 

1, A copy of thlf letter is alto availulule In the Farl l•F{osaie pipem. 
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I agree with you that the present agitation has again brought to 
the Surface a vast amount of anti^British fecting, particularly in the 
towns ; and although the agitation has not as yet got any strong hold 
on rural areas, yet I cannot myself feel that there is any sign of 
decline of feeling in the towns. In fact the atmosphere is such that 
tempers may very easily get frayed and we may have trouble anywhere. 
But when you ask whether discontent can be reduced by prosecutions 
and imprisonment then you are, I think, looking at the thing from 
an entireiy different point of view than myself. We are bound to 
have these recurrent waves of feeling from time to time. The present 
agitation has no definite objective, because though of course people 
talk of independence, they certainly do not mean it or understand it 
or expect to attain it. But they do feel that more trouble they can 
create, the more they can render Government unpopular, the stronger 
the racial feeling they can arouse, the more likely are they to gel 
something out of any settlement which may ultimately be arrived at. 
It is not to their interest to let the matter go- Faced with an agitation 
of this kind, all W'e can do is to attempt to disorganize it and 
prevent it assuming u really dangerous shape, such as movement 
against payment of land revenue or rent. Our prosecutions under 
the Salt Act, cic., are not an attempt to crush nationalism or to curb 
racial feeling or anything of the kind. They are a very necessary step 
to prevent the organization of Congress becoming so strong that they 
may make administration impossible. All we seek to do is lo dis¬ 
organize opposition and hold on long enough to allow this rising 
wave of excitement to die down as it has done before and as it is 
bound to do again. 

You suggest I hat the right remedy is to intensify efforts on bene¬ 
ficent activities ; establishing cottage industries, stamping out drink 
etc. ; and thus lo create a diversion in political thought. You would 
call a halt for a fortnight or so and try the positive programme. My 
answer is that you cannot In a fortnight, or a month, or six months, 
or a year, affect the kind of change in mentality that you suggest! 
The creation of cottage Enduslrlcs and the stamping out of drink and 
measures of that kind arc matters of slow development which demand 


some kmd of change also in the mentality of the people themselves. 
Take for instance the Punjab, I doubt if there is aoy province in 
which more genuine cfTort has bc^cn made during recent years to elicit 
general mass goodwill by promotion of beneficent measures. But the 
Punjab politician pure and simple docs not care for these things. At 
the moment he seeks to get the maximum of constitutional change 
and he hopes to do so by causing the maximum of embarrassment to 
the administration. The only halt that he will uodersiand is one 
which would put him In practically complete control of the situation. 

I am. 

Yours sincerely. 

W,H. Halky, 

Hoii'bJc Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fai]*i-Husain K-C-l-E, Ki, 
Simla, 


€ 3 ^ Simla 

5th June, I9i0. 

HC/18. 

’Dear Sir Malcolm, 

Thanks awfully for yours of the Isl, 

I am very much concerned about your health, for I always 
associated with you a slate of health which is free from ail such 
human frailties as indisposition or being unwell, 

I agree with you that this is not the time to establish Industries. 
What ! meant was that those who were prepared to dissociate them¬ 
selves form the civil disobedience movemcnl could not really form 
(hcmselvcs into an organized body of opinion unless they had a 
programme, and that the programme that one could think of, under 
the existing circumstances, was Swadeshi, prohibition, Panchayets 
and Boards of Arbitration ; and that, la this connection, the propa¬ 
ganda to be done was for the establishment of Collage Industries 
against drink and specially against illidl dislillation, and for 


], A copy of this Utter ii alto aviiUble ia ihe Faxl-i^Husaio paficn. 
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the eatablishmeni of Pauchaycts, Coopcfaiive Sociclies, Arbitraiion 
Societies, ; and that with this ptogramnae it should be possible 
for those who arc against the disobedience movement to collect a fair 
gathering in support of Ihcir programme. This will be done in the 
near future in the Punjab, and T can think of no other programme 
with which the people seeking election may go to rural areas and^ for 
the mutter of that, to urban areas. They can also add to it provincial 
autonomy and dominion status. But, then, neither of them really Is 
intelligible to the average rural voter or, for the matter of that, to 
the urban voter, 

1 entirely agree with you that the real objective b to prevent the 
civil disobedience movemem gaining ground. How is this to be done ? 
Arrest, prosecution, and imprisonment is one way of doing it. 
Dealing a blow at its finances is the real way of taking it; but, 
apparently, our not being in possession of knowledge as to the where¬ 
abouts of the funds, this measure evidentty cannot be carried into 
effect. The third way is to have a programme of your own, to which 
you can ask the people to Join. During periods of upheaval of 
political thought, efforts made at disorganising opposition cannot 
succeed unless a rival organization eiists to which the people can be 
asked to attach tliemselves. As you very rightly observe, a great deal 
has been done by you in the Punjab, and the result is that the move¬ 
ment is the weakest in that Province. 

There arc so many months yet between now and amendment of 
the Act and the introduction of new Reforms, One wonders whether 
the movement will be kept alive all this time. This is unnatural and 
contrary to my theory on the subject. Such movements cannot be 
killed but they can be, 1 believe, controlled with vigilance, tact and 
good luck. 

May I venture to urge upon you the need for sparing yourself 
when you are not well, and not put too great a strain on your health, 
A number of Punjab people are here, and those who heard that you 
were not well were most anxious to know how you were feeling ; and 
1 need hardly add that they were all very much concerned, and wanted 
to give expression to their feelings of great sympathy and were for 
sending some one to sec for himself how' you really were. This b but 
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natural in view of all that you have done for the Province and the 
kindness you have invariably shov^n to us a IK 
With best wishes, 

f remain. 

Your most sincerely, 

FazH-Husain 

Simla, 

9th July, 1930. 

Gujranwala seems to be developing into a civil disobedience centre 
of activity. I believe the movement is, for the present, confined to 
the Gujranwala town. Don’t you think it would be worth while 
mobilizing the rural forces to make a good countcr^demonatration in 
opposition to the civil disobedience movement ? I do not know 
what sort of officers there are at Gujranwaja nowadays, but I think 
either the Commisstoner or the Revenue Member should go there, hold 
«ome sort of function, invite the representatives of rural areas, and 
thus demonstrate that the forces in support of Government arc fhr 
larger and more considerable than those which support civil disobc' 
dience movement. The Commissioner, Mu hammed Hayat, has been 
Deputy Commissioner tliere, and I believe the country'Side treat him 
as a friend. 


To die Governor of the Punjab. 


Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-’i'Husaia 


65. 

(To a Sikh) 

22nd August, 1930, 

Dear Sir, 

Permit me to congratulate you on your contribution “The need 
of cultural unity*’ which appeared in the May Number of the “Khalsa 
Review’'. This is the line on which the foundations of cnliglitened 
nationalism of the future can be laid. The confusion of Ideas and 
the slavish mentality which worships catch-words, it is much to be 
regretted, adversely affect the Indian thought, and it is of the utmost 
imporcance that every one should strive to counteract them. 1 have 
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often thought that the great mission of Sikhtsm in tht ]$th Ccntufi^ 
was (o briug about tJiat cultural unity which needs the ground-work 
of absolute toleration and readiness to appreciate good wherever 
found. Later, it Appears that circumstanes proved too much, and 
tended to give the movement a sectarian colour. There was the 
extreme conservative Hinduism dealing with the movement as it had 
dealt with Budhism in the past and practically reduced it io a sect 
of Hinduism, There was a reaction against this, brining irito bcirii 
the Purists of Sikhism (like the reform in the school of Wahablfe 
amongst Muslims). 

I hove ventured to put down what is my reading of the History and 
as T have but a casual acquaintance with history, I should not be 
understood to dogmatize about it. 

I remain, 

Yours truly, 
Fazl-i-Husain. 


66. Simla, 

23th August, 1930. 

My dear Sir Fazl-i-Husain, 

You have no doubt Seen Peats' telegram No. 57-L dated the 
19c1i of August in which he refers to something that he said at a 
Conference here at which you and ! were both present. As you 
know, frontier telegrams have of late been full of reference to 
Khiiafaijsis and their mischievous activities on both sides of the 
border which appear to he indistinguishable from tltose of the 
Congress, Tf you could throw any light on the attitude of the 
Centra] Khilafat Committee towards suCh activities, 1 should be 
extrcmelly grateful and would be glad to discuss the whole tnatter with 
you, if convenient, at any time that you may appoiiit, 

Yoiir sincerely, 
E. B. Hd*e11 

The Hon'ble Rhan Bahadur Mian 
Sir Fazl-i-Husain, K.Cl.E., Kt., 

Member of Council, 

Simla, 



90 


67. Simla, 

26 th August, 1930. 

Dear Howell, 

Yours of the 25th, 

The references to Khilafatists arc, [ believe, not founded on facts. 
V am afraid the political officers arc talking of Congress men and 
Khilafatists as synonymous terms. To'day's telegram from Kobai 
talks of ejtpulsion of Congress men. What I should like co know 
is—if they arc getting rid of the Khilafatists and Congress men, why 
don't they hand them over to us ? Then we will be in a position to 
decide who these people arc—Congress men, or Khilaftists or nohodies. 
i do not believe the Central Kill lafat Committee has anything to do 
with these activities. 1 shall be glad to see you tomorrow at 10 o'clock 
at my house if it is convenient to you. 

Your sincerely, 
FazM'Husain. 

E. B. Howell, Es(i., C.S.Lt C.l.E., I.C.S., 

Slccrctary (Foreign), 

Foreign Si Political Elepartment, 

Dear Sir Fazl'i'Husam, 

t am afraied 1 cannot jnanage 10 A.M, tomorrow or Thursday, 
but 1 could come at 15 A.M. on Friday if convenient. 

Yours sincerely, 
E. B. Howell, 


68. Simla, 

1st September, 1930. 

Dear Cunningham, 

Thanks very much for sending me Maharaja Mahmudabad's Idler 
to Sapru. I should not have thought the Maharajah Sahib could 
go so far as to make such an allegation. You remember f sent you 
a letter from the Honorary General Secretary, All-India Shiah 
Conference, of which institution the Maharajah Sahib is the Prest- 
dent, saying : **Although on account of the inBucnce of Raja Nawub 
All Sahib and, indirectly, of Mahmudabad, wc have said that we 
want joint electorates, but I as General Secretary of the AD-Indiu 
Shiah Conference am in deep sympathy with separate electorates." He 
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further observes : "Sir AJi Imam and Hasan Imam have been joining 
ihc Hindus for the sake of cheap popularity." 

As a nmitcr of fact, recently the Congress people have made 
strenuous efforts to employ some Mussalmans as volunteers, and got 

them to agree to be arrested for civil disobedience movement as a 

reply to the Goverment letters to the Secretary of State which arc 
made public every week slating that the Muslims have kept apart 
from the civil disobedience movement. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain. 

G. Cunningham, Esq,, LC.$., 

private Secretary to His Excellency the Viceroy, 

Simla. 


61 Madras, 

12th Sepetember, 1930, 

Dear Sir Fazl-i-Husain, 

[ am glad to inform you that 1 have been elected to the 
Assembly by the Madras City Constituency. My party men have 
come in very large numbers both in the local Council and in the 
Assembly and 1 hope wc shall be able to have a strong progressive 
party in the Assembly. 

2 . I may be forgiven if 1 venture to bring to your notice a 
matter on which 1 should like to bespeak your sympathy and attention. 
The question of nomination to the Legislative Assembly and to the 
Council of State will, I believe, be considered very shortly by His 
ExcoUency the Viceroy. In connection with representatives of this 
Province, I would like very humbly to suggest that the name of Rao 
Bahadur P, Ranganatham Chcili may be considered cither for the 
Legislative Assembly or for the Council of State, He is a Councillor 
of the Corporation of Madras for the last 9 years and is a very 
respected member of a powerful community in this Province called 
the Vysia community, which corresponds to what is know in Northern 
Provinces as the Bania community. This community forms the chief 
mercantile classes in this Province, They have not been able to 
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secure representation cithei: by aominalioa or by election to the 
Central Legislature all these 9 years. In these days of non-coo pc rat (on 
and civil disobedience, they are to a certain extent attracted to such 
movements particularly because the leader is a Bania. The gentle¬ 
man, whose name 1 am suggesting, has been thoroughly loyal and 
has done tremendous service in the city and in the muffasil to check 
the extremism of men of his community and to wean them away 
from deleterious influences. He has recently been given the title of 
Rao Bahadur. He is about 50 years of age and is held in high 
esteem both by the public and the local Government. He has good 
organising powers ami in fact is the chief whip of my parly in the 
Corporation of Madras, i am sanguine that cither in the Assembly 
or in the Council of State, he will be thoroughly loyal to Govern¬ 
ment and will be a source of great strength in organising support 
I shall feel highly grateful if you can have his name considered in the 
ensuing nomination to cither Chambers of the Central Legislature. 

Yours sincerely, 

A. Ramos wami Mud alia r. 

P.S, 

The caste suffix ‘Chetti' is entirely different frotn that of either 
t^r. R. K. Shunmugam Chetty or Dewan Bahadur O. Marayanaswami 
ChettL The one belongs to the oiUmonger community and the 
other to the Balija Naidu community. 

To 

The Hcn'bic IChan Bahadur Mian Sir FazI-i>Husain, Kt., 

J I T T 

Bar-ot'law, 

Member of His Excellency the Viceroy's Executive Council, SIMLA, 


70. AmrauU* 

14th September, 1930, 

Personal Conflidentlaj 

I 

Sir Fazl-i-Husain, 

You will please excuse my taking the liberty of writing to you 
opi the strength of the acquaintance 1 had the good fortune of 
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making with you during my vi$jt to Simla, as a Minister in charge 
of Medical Doparlmcnt for towards the end of June last. 

I have since resigned because of some local reasons and atn 
touring in the Province ; this is my apology for the paper used, which 
I hope you will not mind. 

J write to you to point out what we in this part consider to be 
an important deSciency in the list of invitation to the Round Table 
Conference, As 1 did not know anyone else as well as 1 claim to 
know you, 1 decided to make bold to write this. 

The list as it is published is fairly representative and satisfactory 
under the circumstances, [f this had been final I should not have 
troubled you at all ; but there still seems to be a scope for a few 
additions and I hope they arc to be made to supply the deficiencies if 
pointed ouL 

The deficiency lo n\y mind is ihai no representative of the Mara- 
thas or indeed the backward classes from. Maharastra and C. P. and 
Berar finds a plac<: amongst the invitees. The person who may be 
said to come nearest is Mr, Kambli, but he belongs to Karnatac and 
is a Stngayat, Marathas are an importartt community here and to** 
gether with allied communities from backward classes ; their omission 
therefore Implies that most of those who have a stake in the country 
in these parts arc neglected. 

Besides this Berar has a considerable interest in the C. P. ad¬ 
ministration and Berar is claim with a great deal of justification that 
but for the Revenues of Berar, C P. as a Province would be bank^^ 
rupt. 

! am writing this to point out the defect and trust you would do 
something—if at all possible at this late stage^to remedy it. As a 
champion of backward classes I do not think 1 can expect anyone else 
except your good self to give your attention to this matter. 

1 have sent th is letter for your persona! informalion which you may 
u« as you may be pleased to do. But I should not like this letter to 
be referred to C. P. Government. I dq not wish to appear as if I am 
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applvinj^ for sn invLtafion for myself fls suet things do not do s 
political and a public man any good nor do they do him credit. 

If I had been invited in the ordinary course 1 should have been 
only too glad to go ; since this has not happened 1 would not apply 
for it. This is my position, t have explained it to avoid misunder¬ 
standing, but as I felt it my duty to point out a glaring defect In the 
list, 1 could not help pointing out to a person, whom I thought I could 
do so in the full confidence, 

1 am afraid 1 have taken more liberty than 1 am entitled to do 
and yet I feel confident that you will not mind my doing so. 

With kindest regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

R. M. Deshmukh, 


71. 

Personal & Private 

Geneva, 

26lh September* 1930. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

1 apologise for not having written earlier. 1 had not much to 
say, and the uncertainties that attend the service of an Indian Prince 
never, so far, offered me the opportunity. H. H, the Maharaja of 
Bikaner left for Paris last night, and so I am more mubier of my time 

l^ay. 

Nothing exciting occurred in London nor, officially* has anything 
of interest transpired in Geneva since the Assembly session started. 
I did, however, profit by Hertzog's presence in Geneva during the 
Srat week of our stay to talk to him informally about outstanding 
questions in South Africa that interest us. As you know, the 
Secretary of Slate accepted our suggestion that such conversations 
should take place, only he made this conditional upon our associating 
his office in them. That means associating Sir Louis Kershaw who, 
if I am any judge of men and manners at all, is not in the least 
lilicly to impress a man tike Hertzog favourably. Moreover, I dooH 
ice why if we can freely conduct negotiations with South Africa 
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from India* the mere transfer of venue to London should reduce or 
restrict that freedom, I put this point to Ram Chandra in a letter 
that I wrote to him. a fortnight ago. But realising the delicacy of 
the Viceroy protesting against the Secretary of State's decision on 
such grounds, I thought that it would be useful if T did not commit 
the Government of India In any way to talk to Hertzog before we 
found ourselves in London. The result was not unsatisfactory. 1 
was able to discover that as regards the Astatic Tenure Bill, he is 
willing to give those who have acquired tnierCjU since 1919, pro¬ 
tection, and to confine the more drastic provisions of the measure to 
those who offend against the Gold Law in future. He also told me 
that this was really Dr. Malan's own wish. That being so, 1 should 
say that judicious pleading on the part of our Agent should help to 
achieve our objective. One thing, however, must be avoided : vU 
any suggestion that the Union Government were being guilty of a 
breach of faith in putting forward such a measure. It may or may 
not be true but the South African nationalists arc very sensitive, and 
react strangely to the unpleasant truth. So far as I could make out, 
the obstacle to a satisfactory compromise seemed to be the un¬ 
animity of the Select Committee's report—a fact which is bound 
to be made much of by the Anti-Asiatics. But if the Agent 
tells the Minister that this measure, if enacted without the modifi¬ 
cations .suggested by us. will render the chance.s of the assisted 
emigration scheme hopeless, be might* probably provide the lever 
which the Minister of the Interior wants to bring the fire-eaters 
to his side, 

Hertzog attaches great importance 

(a) to our inviting Dr. Malan to India. 

(b) to our doing everything possible to induce Mr, Groebler, 
who is going to India for the opening of New Delhi, to 
take a friendly view of Indians. 

H.E. has agreed to (a) and I suggest that the Agent be aaihoriscd 
to suggest that such a visit should take place in the autumn of 1931. 
As regards (h) I hope that H.E, and you will be able to show special 
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uttentlon to Mr. Gro&bler and to ifnprcss him duly with the grandeur 
of India. 

This has already become a long letter, and as the Air Mail is due 
to leave in another half hour, 1 shall stop now, t hope that you have 
oompletety got over your recent illness, and that the release from a 
routine of daily meetings of the Executive Council will enable you 
to lake some rest. 

Yours sincerely, 
G.S. Bajpai. 
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Dedr firoz, 


Camp Narkanda* 
2nd October, 1930, 


Yours of the 30lh ult. fVom Simla. 

] had heard that Zafrullah Khan was being advised by some to 
declare himself a candidate for Ministership. He naturally must 
have considered the pros and cons of the matter. Ministery- is a game 
of chance, and no one can expect to remain in office continuously, 
anci, at the best, a poiiliciati who has dedicated his life to politics 
can eiipcct to be in office for not more than half the lime. As he is 
lively to be the next Judge {which is a permanent post lasting up to 
^ years of age), it is quite possible that he may not have fell much 
at^^aHed by the suggestion made to him. I have just sent you a 


telegram saying: “Act discreetly. See Zafriillah direct for frank talk", 
Vou must have reached Lahore on the 1st and my telegram will reach 

W 

you shortly, so that you have had only 24 hours wherein to explore 
possibilities. If Zafrullah does not ask for Ministry, then nativity 
this effort against you will fail. If, on the other band, he decides to 
offer himself (and you canhot blame him if he thinks It is io his 
advantage to do so), then, to my niind, what is impbrtitnt Is to see 
what support definitely you have and what support dcfittitcly he has, 
and who are the men who are likely to be indifferent. 


Those likely to be for you arc ; Abdul Ghani (Sargoda), 
Pit Husain (Amritsar), Fazl Ali (Gujrat), Qureahi Md. Hayat, 
Mnzaffar Khan (Mianwali), Md, Amin, Nur KJian. Nur Ahnnid 
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(Montgomery), Haybat Khan, Raza Shah, Maqdum Md. Husaio 
(Muzaffargarh), Jamal Khan, Khwaja Md. Yousaf, Yasin Khan, 
Imam Din, Abdul Rahman, Riasat Ali, Jagdeo Khan (Lyallpur), 

Those likely to be for Zafrullah Khan will, probably, be t 
Pir Akhar Ali, Chaudhuri Shahabuddin, Sarferaz Ali Khan, Malik 
Md. Din, Nazir Husain, Alla Dad Khan, Ahmad Yar. 

Those who have not probably any strong bias one way or the 
other will probably be ; Din Muhammad, (Lahore), Habibullah, Shab 
Md., Nurullah (though, you say. he is believed to be supporting 
Zafrullah), Mubarik Ali Shah. 

So, you should, with great discretion, proceed to win over as 
much support as possible. 

Even if you find that this movement has been set afoot by 
Ch. Shahabuddin, 1 should advise you not to have recourse to 
recriminations. The same is to apply to Ahmad Yar. 

As regards the next meeting of the Council, it was the lltb that 
was in contemplation, but won't the 18th do equally well? If a 
notice for convening Ihc meeting has not already issued, then obvio- ^ 
usly it would be desirable to give a fortnight’s notice. 

In the matter of Ministership, so far as I can see, the number of 
your supporters from among the Muslim members of the party is at 
least double the number of those likely to support Zafrullah Khan. 
Therefore, I strongly advise you not lo make the mistake of forming 
alliances with Hindus or Sikhs with the object of strengthening your 
position. This is likely to react unfavourably on you and not to be 

helpful. 

Yours Sincerely, 
FazH-Husain 


Private 

Camp Narkanda, 

2nd October, 1930. 

Dear Sikandar, 

Firoz apparently came lo know of the effort made by some to 
ask Zafrullah Khan to oiler himself for Ministenhip. The first 
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question naturally is ; does Zafrullali offer hitnseJf for Ministtrshtp 1 
If he docs not, then this attempt at creating a split in the party 
should be definitely suppressed. If, on the other hand, he offers 
himself, then the right course to adopt is for him as well as for Firoz 
to submit themselves lo the vote of their party, and if a substantial 
majority of the party support one or the other, their opinion should 
be accepted by both and the matter not allowed to go any further. 

In ease Zafrullah is offering himself for Ministership, I trust he 
will not make the mistake of trying to improve his position for 
Ministership by securing non-Muslim support outside the party for 
his candidature, as that will have a very bad effect, firstly on the 
party Itself, and. secondly, on his own future. Left Lo himself, he is 
not likely to make that mistake, but, some ti mes, friends who are not 
wise, lead one astray. 

It is generally believed that the inspiration has come from 
Shahabuddtn. li may or may not be so, but 1 trust this will not 
jeopardise his position in the election to the Presidential Chair. 

1 have not seen any notice in the papers about the dale of the 
Council meeting. I suppose a fortnight's notice is necessary or, at 
all events, advisable. 

Duli Chand's failure is as great on event os Baldeo Singh's 
failure, and Chhoiu Ram's position cannot be said to have improved 
unless Dull Chand's opponent Nathwa and Kunwar Maharaj Singh 
(Ganga Ram's opponent) and Thakur Pancham Chand (Ram Singh's 

opponent) joins the party or, at all events, support Chhotu Ram's 
cand idature. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain. 


Camp Narkanda, 

3rd October, 1930. 

Dear Sfaahabuddin, 

Herewith a telegram from Firoz, I have known of the suggestion 
made to Zafrullah for more than ten days, and I was waiting for you 


to let me know how things were progressing. Either Firoz is entirely 
wrong or you did not think it advisable to inform me. My wishes 
for having peace and good will between you all seem to have been 
frustrated and the people seem to have been using poor me for 
their respective purposes. However, I do not complain because such 
is life. 

With best wbbeS;, 


1 remain,, 

Yours sincerely. 


FazI-i-Husain 


75. Camp Narkanda, 

3rd October, 1930. 

Dear Firoz, 

I got your telegram and answered it back : '^If so, you are free 
to act as circumstances demand”. This was sent in order to leave 
you free to act with reference to Chaudhuri Sahib and Ahmad Yat 
as you deemed fit as in my first teiegram and letter I have said that 
you should have recourse to no recriminations. I am sending you 
a copy of a letter I sent to Sikandar to-day. My advice still is—see 
Zafrullah direct and carry out the suggestions I made in my last letter. 
Personally, I think it will blow off. 

You will, no doubt, think of what to do in the matter of 
Chaudhuri Sahib's rival candidate in Gurdaspur constituency, [f he 
has sent in his election accounts within the time allotted for that 
purpose, he can present an election petition at once. What he has 
done, or not done, naturally can be ascertained from him. If it is 
correct that Zafrullah has not moved in the matter but Chaudhuri 
Sahib has, then you are free to act in this matter as circumstances 
permit. Amongst your party, I suppose the likely candidates for 
Presidentship will be : Din Muhammad, Habibullah and Chhotu Ram 
if he is prepared to give up leadership of the party. 

Yours sincerely, 
FazM-Husatn. 
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76. Camp Baglii, 

7th October, 1930. 

Dear Deshmukh, 

Yours of the 2nd 

1 am very glad Jadhav is going to the Round Table Conference. 
Had 1 known the tact last May or June, 1 would have succeeded in 
getting one from the C. P. too. 

Thanks very much for telling me about the C. P. and Berar 
Depressed Classes Federation. 1 will bear in mind what you have 
■aid as to the nomination of representatives from particular classes 
of this area and will invite the attention of the authorities with whom 
Dominations rest. 

1 do not like the poor Gonds being imposed upon in the way 
they have been imposed upon, ft does them no good, and I do not 
think it does the national movement any good, while the poor Gonds 
ma y suffer considerably in consequence. Is there no way of saving 
them ? I have always felt that in the political struggle which, no 
doubt, India has to wage, if it is to make any progress, we should be 
careful to act on the principles of good responsible generals who act 
on the principle that the casualties suffered be, in some way, in pro¬ 
portion to the gain resulting from particular engagements. It is not 
right to let men who trusc you be killed in large numbers while the 
gain of objective thereby is not facilitated in any appreciable extent. 
It is a very great responsibility which devolvea upon the leaders of 
potttical India, and I have often felt that they do not realise the full 
implications and import of that responsibility. 

I have been in the interior of the Simla Hills during the last few 
days and will return to Simla on the 1 tth inst., and will be in Delhi 
from the 2nd November, 

With best wishes. 1 remain. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Uuaain. 
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77- Mylapore, Madras, 

nth October, 1930. 

My dear Sir Fazl-t-Husain, 

I trust your report on the Simon recomniendations would be just 
a$ you desired and nothing to complain against. The Round Table, 
Conference is meeting in a month and let us hope there will be some 
satisfactory solution. Good or bad, the sooner the new refornis arc 
inaugurated, the better for the peace of the country. 

The elections are over here in Madras, and I have been defeated. 
My support of the Simon Comitijssion and acceptance of office at a 
time when the two other Ministers resigned office on the Simon 
Boycott issue were effectively exploited against me. Inspite of the 
defeat, 1 Still feel that 1 did the right thing at the time. This is one 
of the vicissitudes of public life which can't be helped. My hon, 
colleague Sesuratnam lyre had a similar defeat. The President of the 
Council, Mr, C, V, S. Narasimba Raja who has been in the Council 
continuously for the last 18 years has also been defeated by two raw 
men, his offence being that he accepted the Presidentship of the 
Council and continued so, even after the Congress called off its 
members early in 1930. Dr, Subharayan, the Chief Minister, got in 
by the skin of his teeth by a majority of four even in his small land* 
holders constituency. 

The Governor has put off ministry making to the end of the 
month. Till then we continue in office, After that t have to try my 
luck at the bar with which I have been out of touch for the last two 
years and a half till such time as I can gel out of it again. 

It seems the Viceroy is likely to meet Pundit Motilal Nehru in 
Mussorie. Mr. Nariman and Co. will soon inaugurate their parallel 
system of Government. I do not know what we are in for. 1 doubt 
even if God can save us. Yet let us hope for the best and do what 
little we can. 

With best regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
S, Mulhiah 


102 


78, 


The Retrrat, SiInla^ 
12th October, 1930, 


Bear Chhotu Rant, 

This personal squabble has hurt me more than anything else 
for many many years, This shameful exhibition of spite and malice 
would not be worth noticing but for its most damaging effect in the 
best interests of the parly. United, the Party could demand tU rights ? 
divided, tl becomes a laughing’-stock for all. I am in entire agreement 
with you that the least the party was entitled to, was to have two 
Ministers from it. My personal views on the subject are, as you 
know, quite strong. 1 would prefer a Ministry of 2, both Ministers 
being non^MusIims, as long as they belonged to the Unionist Parly 
which is the majority party. The Muslim Minister came in only 
because of the possibility of a third Minister not belonging to the 
Party, The position of the party being reduced lo have but one- 
tliird share, and that of a communal nature, is intoierablc and one 


which the party, if united, could have violently protested against. 
When f have got more information as to what has happened and 
what is happening next week, I will be ifl a position to discuss the 
suggestions contained in your letter, 1 am in entire agreement with 
you on the question of principle, but the adoption of a particular 
course of action depends upon thematerittl available, and that is where 
the question of expedieocy comes in. On that question opinion 
cannot be expressed till one knows all the facts. I do hope the mischief 
done is not irreparable and that we will be able to undo it, if not 


entirely, at least to a very large extent. 


VoufS sincerely, 
Fazbi'Uusatn, 


79. 

Personal and private 

Simla, 

13th October, 1930# 

My dear Bajpai, 

Yours of the 26th from Geneva. 

I quite appreciate how busy you must have been and how little 
time you could have bad to tell me about things. What you say abou 
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Hertzes it quite saiisfactory. On the other hand, the position in 
South Africa seems to be far from satisfactory. It appears that the 
Union Governmetit Ministcis are going out of their way to embark 
upon racial warfare. 1 am told that Mr. O. Pirow, Minister of 
Justice, and Mr. Orobblcr, Minister of Lands^ have recently made 
speeches raising the question that H. M. G.'s policy rdaiing to 
Kenya is wrong and that they must fight it out to the bitter end. 
Whether they are prepared to make a dislinettoo between Indians 
and the natives, ! do not know ; but if they are not, then, obviously, 
the principles they enunciate are such that India cannot but contest 
and, when it comes to a struggle, must do with all the power at its 
command. In fact, ii seems to me that these people arc raising a 
question of the utmost importance to the British Empire, viz., 
whether the British Empire is to be white or not, 1 do hope you 
will point out to the South African represenutives in England the 
very great danger of such a struggle. 

With best wishes, 

T remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazi'UHusain. 


gQ The Retreat, Simla, 

16tb October, 1930, 

My dear Mulik Sahib, 

Youn of the 3rd inst, 1 have no doubt your being in London 
will be a source of great strength to the Indian Delegation, in parti* 
cular, to the Punjab Members of it. Firoz has been re*appointed 
Minister by His Excellency the Governor of the Punjab and has been 
given the portfolio of Education. I will be going down to the 

Punjab for a few days and will try to see both K ...and 

Allah Bakhsh. Nothing will afford me greater pleasure than to be 

of some help to them. 

As regards the Reforms, quite a large number of points in 
dispute between Muslims and Hindus in India arc no longer matters 
of controversy, and if both sides look into the problem in an 
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amicable spirit, the matters on which there is not agreement at 
present can be settled without difficulty. The matters which may 
be treated as practically Anally settled are : 

(!) The Frontier Province should have reforms, the nature of the 
said reforms to be the same niore or less ns in other pro¬ 
vinces of India. 

(2) Separation of Sindh, 

(3) Representation in local Legislature* of the six province* 
where Muslims are in a minority. The proportion of 
representation of Muslims to non-Muslims in general cleo 
torates existing at present should be the proportion between 
Muslims and non-Muslim* of the proposed reformed 
Council. 

(4) In the Central Legislature, the present proportion* of 
Muslims to non-Muslims in general electorates be main¬ 
tained. 

(5) In administration generally in the different provinces and 
in the Central Legislature, roughly speaking, the Muslim 
representation should be as in their respective Legislature. 

(6) In local Bodicsi the same principles be observed os In the 
case of provinces. 

The only point with regard to which there i* some dispute is that 
in the Punjab and in Bengal, the Muslim rcprcBcntation in the Legis¬ 
latures should reflect the population basis. It is on this point that 
there is controversy and a compromise can be effected to the effect 
that instead of Muslims having the some proportion, for the present 
they should be satisfied with an odd majority. 

As regards Reforms generally, the proposals of ihe Simon Com¬ 
mission as to provlnces'necd only slight modiAcaiion, as for example : 
(a) in the Provincial Cabinets, the official member n ob^ted to and 
(bj in the matter of over-riding powers, that they be limited to t c 
adminUtration of Police and justice. If these two points arc conceded, 
there will be very general satisfaction, As to the Centre, there is a 
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great deal of controversy—whether there should be full advance or 
some advance of no advance. Some people hold that some advance 
is out of the question i it is either full advance* or no advance , and 
in that case, quite a body of opinion will support the Simon Report 
view that at the Centre, advance be. for the present, not admitted- 
Some people, feeling that no advance is very disappointing, have re* 
course to a aubicrfuge of having some advance, but some advance 
means either no advance, or full advance, just as it is administered 
and it is best that both the Indian and the British public should 

realise this. 

I have given above the salient facts and main issues. 1 am not 
in a position now to give my own views on these points. 

With best wishes, 

I remain. 

Yours sincerely, 

FazM-Husain 


The Retreat, Simla, 

17th October, 1930. 

Dear Mr. Mudaliar, 

Yours of the 11th, 

I did not know you had a bad luck at the elections, but I did 
see in the papers that the Governor was postponing the evil day of 
re-constituting the Miiuslry, In public life, there arc ups and downs 
and some curious turns of the corners. There is nothing like taking 
such incidents or episodes in a philosophic spirit. Don't you think 
going out at this time, in a w'ay, improves the chances of being re-* 
turned on the introduction of the Reforms ? I trust you will continue 
to Ukc interest in political mailers and not give up politics. I know 
the profession of Law is a very jealous mistress and in the case of 
one who has jilted her already is likely to be very coquettish, but there 
is nothing like perseverance even in the case of the most uucertain 
person to be wooed. 

I have not been very well during the last two months or so, but 
am much better now^ 
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We are, no doubt, pas&jng through most interesting limes. The 
establishment of a parallel system of government requires a very 
great deal of organisation and funds and, 1 am afraid, involves the 
use of all sorts of fair and unfair, violent and non-violent, means ; 
and allhougb in India there is a chance of diametrically opposed 
governments succeeding each other many times over, I doubt whether 
the two can subsist side by side. One must go under. 

With best wishes, 

I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl‘i-Husain. 


82. Fazl-i-Husain to Private Secretary to Viceroy, 

Telegram P., Lahore, 

27th Oaober, 1930, 

HC/25, 

Please refer to your telegram regarding Sir Ibfahim Rahimtoollah 
not going to England on account of ill-health. 1 have sent you my 
views on the subject. As Bombay Presidency is already represented 
by Aga Khan, Jinnah, and Shah Nawaz Bhutto, it is desirable that a 
substitute for Sir Ibrahim be found from Frontier Province or Bengal; 
and, if this view be not acceptable to His Excellency, then from 
Madras, and, failing that, from Punjab, 


S3. King Edward Road, 

New Delhi, 

6lh November, 1930, 

Dear Shafaat, 

Yours of the 10th October which I found informing and 
interesting. 

One reads such a lot of stuff about the various batches of Indian 
Delegates to the Round Table Conference solving all the Indian pro¬ 
blems on their way to London that one does not really believe in them 
very much. As a matter of fact there is very little left to solve, and 
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the gre&t thiog for you and Jionah and others to do i i to subdivide 
the 14 points under two heads : 

(!) those points on which the Simon Commission, Local Govts* 
and the Govt, of India have agreed. These should he treated 
as matters no longer m controversy : c. g., separate electo¬ 
rates, the quantum of representation to Muslims in the Central 
Legislature, and in the six Provinces (other than the Punjab 
and Bengal). 

(2) under the second head, such ma tters on which there is a 
difference of opinion* e. g,, the proportion of Muslim 
representation in the Punjab and Bengal. It is only the 
points under the latter head which arc open to discussion, 
and if Muslims and non-Muslims can arrive at a compro^ 
mise, it will be very good, and every effort should be made 
to arrive at an agreement, but the basic principle of this 
agreement should be that the points which fall under the first 
category should be treated by the non^Muslims as practically 
settled, and they should show their political sense and their 
goodwill by not raising discussion about them. Technically, 
it is open to them to do so. but mutual goodwill and friend^ 
ship necessitate statesmanlike attitude, and that undoubtedly 
demands that matters on which Muslims have been keen and 
the Simon Commission, Local Govts, and the Govt, of India 
all hold the view that those particular points should be 
conceded, it is not practical politics for the Hindus to reopen 
those matters and expect Muslims to agree to give up their 
demands. 

I think the first formula that the Muslim representative should 
enunciate is a genuine and keen desire of the Muslims to come to a 
friendly and brotherly understanding with the.. (incomplete) 

Yours sincerly, 

Faxl-j-Husain 
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6, King E<iward Road. 

New Delhi, 

6th November, 1930, 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

1 have seen yonr letters, &c, 

1 see that you have had a very good time in connection with the 
Imperial Conference, and by the time yon get this letter you will be tn 
the thick of the Round Table Conference work. 1 have no doubt the 
soundness of your views and the friendly way in which you pince your 
views before others will enable you to bring about a great deal of 

agreement from othm on these views. When one comes to think of 
it, really there is not much which can be said to be a matter of con¬ 
troversy between the Muslims and the Hindus. So far as I can see, 
the mode of election and the proportion of representation on the Cen¬ 
tral Legislature and on the six minority provinces is more or less n 
matter which ie, no doubt, theoretically, open to discussion but prac 
tlcalty it may well be treated as a settled fact. So far as 1 can see, 
it is only the proportion of Muslim representation in the Punjab, and 
in Bengal ; that is the matter on which an agreement will be a very 
great help to Government. The Simon Commission has made no 
specthe recommendation on the subject, having left it open. Local 
Govts, have made certain recommendations which are not acceptable 
to the Muslims of these Provinces, The Govt, of India have expressed 
their views which ate, I believe, from the Muslim point of view, more 
liberal than of the Provincial Governments ; but they are not the 
views that the Muslims of the two provinces agree to or accept. The 
Muslims of these provinces want the proportion of population to be 
reficcted in their respective Councils, and there is a great deal to be 
said for their position. It is impossible to fix the proportion at the 
Round Table Conference in view of the uncertainty as to what the 
population and the voting strength proportions are likely to be after 
the next census and the preparation of the voters' register when the 

franchise has been settled. Therefore the formula that the round. 

(Incomplete) 

Yours sinceriy, 
Fazl-i'Husain 
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B5. fit King Edward Road, 

New Delhi. 

1st Decembert 1930. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

1 am so glad to hear from your colleagues that you are doing 
wonderfully well, and I heartily congratulate you on it, 

I hope you wilt take the line that communal differences have now 
become very much narrowed down, inasmuch as the mode of election 
has been settled suitably by a consensus of opinion—Local Govts., 
the Simon Commission, again Local Govts, and the Govt, of India. 
They can be taken away rrom Muslims with their consent and the 
mode of obtaining that consent is also given in the Govt, of India’s 
despatch. This subject should now be treated as closed and no useful 
purpose can be served by harping on it. Muslim India cannot, for a 
moment, think that any useful purpose can be served by discussing 
this subject any further, 

As regards the quantum of representation, so far as the local 
Legislatures and the Central Legislature arc concerned, the matter is 
settled again by a consensus of opinion of Local Govts., the Simon 
Commission, and the Govt, of India. 

As regards the Frontier Province, the Local Govt, has recommen¬ 
ded a representative of some sort in Responsible Government. The 
Govt, of India supported it and gave it its blessings. That province 
wilt not be satislied with what has been recommended by the Local 
Govt, and by the Govt, of India. It f$ for you to get this province 
into line with other provinces if you can, or, at ail events, get the 
very best for the province. The important point concerning this 
matter is that if that province Is not given a really good constitution, 
it will always be ready to play into the hands of the Congress, and 
therby the position of Indian Mussulmans will be very much weakened. 
Political wisdom lies in doing the province well, and 1 trust British 
statesmanship will not fail to grasp this point. 

Now tiic difficult points ure t 

(1) 'fhe separation of Sind. The Govt, of India has recommen* 
ded a Committee, but if Hindus agree the Committee may 
not be necessary and separation decided upon in London as 


no 

a great deal of literature exists on the subject. Nehru 
Repwrt has supported separation; Muslims demand separa^ 
tion : io, one can reasonably say that India is agreed on it. 

(2) As regards Services, 1 trust a general declaration that Ser¬ 
vices should reflect the proportions which are in the 
Legislatures will be made by agreement. 

(3) As regards the representation in the Cabinet, I am afraid it 
cannot go into the Statute and its being in the Instrument 
of Instructions does not help very much. Really, the political 
forces in operation will not admit of it. 

I am very glad indeed to hear that both you and Jehan Ara are 
doing so remarhably well and winning golden opinions in England, 
f am anxious that you should win golden opinions in your country as 
well. No one here has any fault to find with you until now, and 1 
trust the course the Conference will take will be such that when you 
come back here, you may be appreciated as highly in your own 
country as there. It is most gratifying that Muslim India is united 
and appreciatve and discriminating. 

It is very gratifying to sec that there has been a great deal of 
enthusiasm about the federal constitution. Of course, as you know, 
Muslim India is for it every time, but one cannot close one s eyes to 
the fact that the diflBculties which the British Govt, has to face in the 
matter of either parting with Pailiamcntary powers or not remain 
unchanged and they are difficult to solve whether the constitution is 

federal or otherwise. 

I am so glad all of you are working so harmoniously and the 
stalwarts have given an excellent lead. Your speech has been 
widely appreciated. Jinn ah has spoken welL I hope the young men 
will also get their chance. Zafnillah a nice, quiet fellow, not at all 
anxious to put himself forward, and ready to do whatever he is asked 
to do. He needs being encouraged. He has ability and if given a 
chance he will do good work. I have no doubt you will give him 
the requisite encouragement at a suitable opportunity. 


Ill 


Give my best wishes to Lady Shaft and Jehan Ara and TarJ, I 
am 50 glad [qbul is now completely restored to health and has rejoined 
his College at Oxford. 

Yours most sincerely, 
Fazl-j-Husain 

S6. 6, King Edward Road, 

New Delhi, 

1st E)ecetnber, 1930. 

Dear Zafrutlah Khan, 

Yours of the 20tti November. I am sorry you did not get my 
letters, but T did write to you more than once. 

The attitude that you say you have adopted with reference to 
speaking and working on the Committees, & c., is the correct one 
to adopt and suitable. 1 do hope, however, you will get an opportunity 
to work on your own. I pray that you gel such an opportunity. 

As to communal matters, I really do not see why there should be 
such a fuss about tliem. Why don't you all agree about the matter of 
mode of election (separate electorates) till they arc given up by 
Muslims themselves, and the quantum of representation in local 
Legislatures of tlie six provinces, and reforms for the Jrrontier 
Province, more or less, as settled facts. The points that are still not 
settled facts are quantum of representation in the Punjab and Bengal, 
Separation of Sind. Of these, the quantum of representation in the 
two provinces is, so far as the views of the Local Governments and of 
the Govt, of India arc concerned, in favour of giving Muslims a 
representation of not less than 51%, and as regards the latter, the 
Covt. of India has proposed a Committee, but f am not sure whuc 
will be the outcome of it. So, that is a matter on which the Hindus 
agree with Muslims that Sind should be separated, which will hetp 
the Muslims. The other points to which Muslims attach importance 
are representation in the Cabinet, which, to my mind, is impracticable, 
both through statutory provision and through conventinn, and 
representation in Services, which is possible to arrange for under the 
Instrument of Instructions, but very little value can...... ...(incomplete) 

Yours Sincerely, 
Fazi-j-Hu&ain. 





87. 6, King Edward Raad« 

New Delhi. 

Ui December, 1930. 

Dear Shafaat Ahmad, 

Yours of the 21st ult. 

1 am glad you are all getting on quite nicely. The difficult 
problems with which all those who are trying to settle the matter of 
reforms in India are face to face. The main question is whether the 
British Parliament is going to give up certain of its powers or not, 
and whether the constitution adopted is foderu] or non-fedcral docs 
not really make very much difference. 

As regards the communal differences, I really fail to notice what 
they are and why so much importance is attached to them. Most of these 
matters which used to be in dispute are now, by a consensus of 
opinion of responsible author!ties like the Local Govts,, the Govt, of 
India and the Simon Commission, all non^communal institutions, 
settled, e,g.,the mode of Muslim representation, (separate electorates), 
quantum of representation in six local Legislatures, and Central Legis¬ 
lature, giving reforms to the Frontier Province; and the points which are 
not quite settled, e.g., the quantum of representation fn Bengal and 
the Punjab and the separation of Sind arc very nearly settled if the 
Govt, of India's views are elaborated which will give both the Punjab 
and Bengal something like 52 or 53%. That is only a compromise. 

It will not satisfy Indian Muslims, but still it will be a step forward. 
The points that are really in dispute arc the representation of Muslims 
in the Cabinet and in Services. As statutory provision cannot be 
made for the first and convention cannot go very far, the compromise 
which could reasonably be attempted ts that Muslims say nothing 
about shares in the Cabinet and Hindus agree to an adequate 
representation of Muslims in Services, i.e., representation in Services 
being the same as representation in Legislatures. I am afraid the 
Hindu outlook is so narrow and so selfish that they are not likely to 
agree to it but we can steadily work for it and when it is an accom¬ 
plished fact, they will find it extraordinarily difficult to undo it. 

I wish you aU good luck. 


Yours sincerely, 
FazUi-Husain. 



1t3 



In train. Enroutc to Delhi, 
20lh December, 1930, 


My dear Shafaat, 

Yours of the 5tli inst. 1 am afraid its contents arc a bit 
disappointing,— 

(1) The Frontier Province: You say the Muslim Delegation is 
not likely to obtain an advance over the Government of 
India's proposals. I'hat is a great pity, because now that the 
Frontier Province has been compelled to go over to the 
Congress, so to speak, the Government will have no chance 
of satisfying any party in the province by such very halting 
reforms, 

(2) Sind : You say much is not likely to be achieved and that 
the Muslim delegates arc not likely to obtain an advance 
over the Govi, of India's proposal, 

<3) As regards other matlcrs* you seem, if one is to give any 
credit to the reports that appear here, likely to throw away 
or lose what the Government of India and the Local Govern* 
mcnis gave to Muslims. This, you will readily recognise, 
can hardly be said to be a wonderful achievement for the 
Muslim Delegation that went to London. If the Muslim 
position in the matier of reforms is made worse when the 
proposals emerge from the Round Table Conrercnce than it 
was when the proposals reached the Round Table Conference, 
the responsibility for making them worse must rest on the 
Round Table Conference, and Muslim India will naturally 
like to know what the Muslim members of the Delegation 
were doing when the changes for the worse were taking 
place, 

(4) It seems to me that the line of action adopted by the Muslim 
Delegation has been at fault. The Muslim Delegation wenl 
on saying amen to all general platitudes about advance and 
obtaining full Responsible Government and Dominion 
Status and so on, in order to loom large in the English 
public press and in their own minds made what is called a 
mental reservation that ail these demands are subject to 
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Muslim demands being accepted, If, on tbe other hand, the 
line of action were that on certain definiite points the Local 
Govts., the Simon Commission and the Govt* of India liave 
arrived at definite conclusions and Muslims consider affirma¬ 
tion of those conclusions essential to any scheme of reforms 
and would like to know whether the Round Table Con¬ 
ference agrees with them or not, the onus would have been 
thrown on those who challenge the soundness or the correct¬ 
ness of the conclusions arrived at by these ihrec responsible 
institutions. Under this head, there were but three points : 
(J) Separate electorates; (2) weightage in six provinces ; 
(3) weightage in the Central Legislaiure. Having settled 
these, which meant affirmation of the unantmoui 
recommendations of three responsible institutions, they 
could have proceeded to say that we want reforms to be 
given, subject to but one condition—namely in the Punjab 
and Bengal majority of constituencies to be Muslim—and 
eventually stuck to the proposals contained in the Govt, of 
India Despatch—population basis in general constituencies 
with separaie electorates—provided that jt did not give 
majority over all, with chances to add from special 
constituencies. 

(5) I notice that leading Muslim Delegates, for some reason or 
other, have been trying to establish their own reputation 
for patriotism for being □ on-communal, for being obliging to 
the Labour Governmcnl. 1 um afraid if this surmise is correct, 
they have done the greatest possible disservice to India and to 
the Empire. If the reports one receives here are correct, then 
it is much to be regretted that none of you has bud the 
requisite independence of character to take up a line which, 
in all probability, is unpopular and likely to embarrass or 
even annoy the authorities. I trust I am not unduly severe 
in what may appear my condemnation of your work. No 
one will be more pleased than 1 if the suspicions of Indian 
Muslims based on reports that reach here arc entirely 


uiifouiidcd, Qitd no one wiU be inofC tendy Ihan I to offcf 
my grateful thanks lo you alt for your efTorts. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl'i-Husain, 


19 , 6, King Edward Road, 

New Delhi. 

22nd December, 1930. 

Dear Shafaat. 

Yours of the 28th November by ordinary mail. 

I cannot help noticing two things as regards the Muslim part of 
the Delegation to the Round Table Conference: (I) They seem to 
ignore where the Muslim cose stood after the Govt, of India Despatch, 
and (2) the keen desire to invest His Majesty's Govt, with their sense 
of patriotism which, probably, is nothing else than their usual desire 
to please those in authority. 

The Muslim case stands something like this : In Si* Provinces and 
in the Central Ugislature, Muslims to have tlte weighiageand separate 
electorates. Any one who wants to rc-open this part of the case has to 
establish the need for it. Surely, this view, held in common by Local 
Govts., the Govt, of India and the Simon Commission, cannot be 
thrown overboard by even the Labour Govt, without the assent of 
Muslims, and the view prevailing here is that Muslim Delegates to the 
Round Table Conference who, for reasons best known to themselves, 
may be ready to give the Labour Govt, the requisite support to undo 
what has been done by the e;(criions of Indian Muslims in obtuioing 
support from Local Govts., the Govt, of India and the Simon Com¬ 
mission, will be regarded as having acted treacherously not only towards 
their own community but also towards India, because they know full 
well that their assent is being given to the prejudice of their own com¬ 
munity and, eventually, to that of India. I have respect for those 
who, in order to attain National unity in India, believe that by sachfii- 
cing Muslims it can be attained and the end will justify the means ; 
but 1 can have no respect for those who do not believe in this, and yet. 



for unworthy reasons, may be prepared to pretend that this course 
will not injujc their community or their country. 

As regards Bengal, the course seems to me to be clear. For tfie 
next stage of reforms, Bengal should have population basis in genera! 
constituencies. This has been recommended by the Local Government 
and has the support of the Govt, of India. It is open (o you to reduce 
the number of general constituencies a very great deni. The result 
will be that Muslims will preponderate over Indian non-Muslims by 
probably 2%. This will leave the decisive vote with flic Europeans 
who arc a large community in Bengal. 

As regards the Punjab, the Punjab Govl*s. proposals, modified 
a little in the light of the general observations of the Govt, of India, 
are bound to give Muslims 51 with separate electoraics. So, how* cun 
the proposals to give 51% through joint electorates, for a moment, be 
held as preferable, I for one fail to see. 

Do not be foolish enough, for the sahe of a little applause, to 
agree to women’s franchise by marriage or widowhood, This will 
undermine the Muslim position throughout India and is no less harm¬ 
ful at this stage of political development tlian joint electorates. Now, 
what is it that the loibour people’offer ?—Wc give you responsibility 
at the Centre if you seilte your communal disputes. Now, who will 
benefit more by responsibility being introduced at the Centre at this 
stage? Hindus or Muslims ? Undoubtedly, the Hindus. Therefore, 
who should be anxious to settle communal differences in order lo 
secure the promised gain ? Naturally the Hindus. Then why should 
Muslims, who are politically, educationally and economically weaker 
in the country, pretend that by ousting the British power from India 
and by introducing responsibility they stand lo gain so much that, for 
it, they arc prepared to sacrifice communal interests. The position has 
only to be visualized in a fair, judicial and common-sense way to notice 
the absurdity of it. The only explanation people here give of the 
attitude of some of the Muslim members of the Indian Delegation is— 
corruption. The Turkish nation was ruined over and over again by 
their Pashas, Is the Indian Muslim community going to be ruined 
by the Muslim Delegates at the Round Table Conference ? 


in 

Indiftti Muslims consider that the future peace, iraaquility and 
prosperity of India arc at stake, and, further, that this means only 
creation of a situation in which British control may have to be re¬ 
inforced in India at no distant date and the progress made during the 
past few years will be obliterated, and justificaiion for going back 
provided. 1 sincerely hope that will not actually happen. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 


90. New Delhi. 

23rd December, 1930. 

It is with the utmost regret, sorrow and distress that I have just 
read the news of a most cowardly and dastardly assault on you on the 
occasion of the Punjab University Convocation this afternoon. From 
the papers 1 had understood that the confermenl of Degrees was put 
off, or was to be done as it is done at Cambridge and Oxford by the 
Vice Chancellor or some one authorised by him. I do hope the news 
is correct that the injuries are of a minor nature. It is left to the 
most sympaihetlc and the most popular of Rulers to be the victim of 
dastardly assaults of terrorists who sec in good Rulers a serious threat 
to their movement. I shall * feel grateful if you ask your Private 
Secretary to keep me informed of the progress you make. I have not 
the slightest doubt that rural Punjab will be up in arms against the 
coward assailanl, for, believe me, they have great love and admiration 
for you and count you a$ one of their best friends, and it is due to 
this, as a matter of fact, that the Punjab has been quiet during the 
last 8 or 9 months. 

Yours most sincerely, 
Fiizl-i-Husain, 


To 


Sir Geoffrey de-Montmorency, 
Punjab Governor. 
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PHvtte 3t Coa6d«QtJ(i1 


King Edward Road, 

New Delhi, 

26ih December, 1930, 

Dear Sikandar, 

Yours or the 25th, 

When i read the news of the horrible, dastardly outrage on His 
Excellency Sir Geoffrey tie Montraorcocy, it gave me a very great shock 
indeed, 1 know nothing yet ns to who the culprit is, but 1 have no 
doubt this must be a part of the conspiracy that exists in this matter, 
and i do hope the Police will not he satisfied with only bringing the 
culprit to justice but will do their utniost to get to the bottom of the 
Conspiracy, of which this culprit forms hut a part. 

As regards the Round Tabic Conference, 1 am afraid Bhopal's 
emissary was able to get out of you all a diplomatic reply which, from 
the reports, h appears his master was able to utilise to proceed to 
negotiate on the basis of joint electorates. As you know, 1 have 
always regarded such diplomatic replies as unsound and likely to give 
trouble and not bring about any gain. I want to impress upon you 
alt the soundness of this view and am most anxious that at this critical 
stage, this principle be not departed from. There is no sense in 
Muslims making proposals to satisfy the Hindus. What is the object 
to be gained by them ? There is no quid pro quo. If they say it is 
introduction of responsibility at the Centre, then, surely, that is not 
desired by the Muslims alone, or even to a larger extent than by the 
Hindus, If the Hindus arc realty genuine about their desire, why 
should they not he prepared to ask for it and let the separate electo* 
rates alone 7 Realy and truly, what they are after is to involve 
Muslims in bargaining and then leave the matter for the decision of 
the Labour Government in tlie hope that the Labour Government may 
be able to say that the Muslims have been offering to give up separate 
electorates, therefore, they cannot be vital elements in their political 
existence, and thus proceed to do as they think best. This position 
must be avoided.„....„,..tlncompJete). 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl'i^Husain, 
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No, n37-C Viceroy's Camp, India. 

26th December, J930, 

Dear Sir FazM-Husain, 

With reference to the enclosed note, His Excellency asked me to 

say that he has wired to the Secretary of State as suggested in para. 3 (a) 
in your note. 

With regard to the passage in the “fnifiort Daily His 

Excellency's own inclination is to treat it with silence. He would 
however have no objection to your consulting Sir George Rainy and 
Crerar; and if they think that a dementi ought to be published, you 
would perhaps get Rajpai to put out some kind of contradiction In 
the Press. 

Yours sincerely, 
G. Cunningham 

The Hon'blc 

Khan Bahadur Sir Fazl-i-Husain, K.C.I.E., Kt. 

Submitted to Sir George Rainy and Sir James Crerar for favour 
of perusal and return and then I will talk to them, 

F.H, 

30.12 

Seen and passed on. 

G. R. 

30.12.30 

t shall be glad to discuss at any time, 

G. Crerar 
30.12 

Indian Daily Mail (Bombey) 

21 St December, 1930. 

London, (by Air Mall) 

There is one point about the attitude of the Government of India 
on which I should like a little information. Most serious political think-' 
ers in India have realised now for many years that a considerable 
amount of the present confusion in the working of the Montagu Re- 


1. Indian Daily Mad, Bombay, 21 December, JWO. 
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fonns has been caused by the system of Communal Electorates, and t 
for one have been tremendously impressed, in many conversations 
which I have had with Indians of all schools of thought, by their 
advocacy of the desirability of giving up this system of election. It 
is wclMtnown however that Sir John Simon proposed to retain this 
objectionable feature of the constitution, and that the Government 
of rndia, while stating that the privilege of communal electorates 
should not be taken away without the consent of the community con¬ 
cerned-such consent requiring the votes of two-thirds of the members 
in the Legislature of the community concerned—attached importance 
'*to providing machinery for the disappearance of such electorates, 
and for their future rcpalccment by normal systems of representation 
more suited to responsible self’-govcrnmeni on democratic lines". 

Niw Delhi speaks : 

This pious hope is being interpreted by certain people, who are 
talking with all the appearance of authority, as being nothing more 
or less than a perpetuation of the "status quo". What other people 
arc now beginning to ask i$ :—What has the Government of India 
done as an active political force to try and get rW of this anomaly, 
and what in particular has it been doing during the last few* weeks, 
when it has been an open secret that enlightened tenders of public 
opinion in both the main religious camps have been striving their 
utmost to secure joint electorates at almost any price ? Has the 
Government of India backed the progressive elements, or has it sat 
stltny in its non possumus attitude ? There has been u wild story 
flying around during the last twenty-four hours that a mysterious 
message has been received from New Delhi advocating and supporting 
joint electorates. Tf this is true, I should like to know whether this 
is Lord Irwin's private view, or the view of his Executive Councillors, 

1 can quite understand His Excellency the Viceroy taking such a line, 
but frankly 1 find it diflicuU to believe that he has won the support 
of all the members of the Eneculive, 
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93, 6* Kiog Edward Road, 

New Delhi. 

5lh January, 1931, 

Dear Mian Sahib, 

Yours of the I5lh of December. 

You will be getting this letter on the eve of your departure for 
India and probably when the Round Table Conference has concluded 
its dcJibcraiions. It is. therefore, ug use my writing about the 
matters you mentioned in your letter. Feeling here has been very, 
very acute indeed, and as everybody here knows perfectly well, there 
ts no question of nationlism but only of dominating over non-Hindus 
by the Indian Governmcni of the future. No one is ready to sacrifice 
the Muslim community and its culture and its future to hasten the 
beginning of the end. Sentimental appeals and rhetorics and so on fail 
to carry convict ion,and neither Hindus nor the Labour Party can expect, 
in these days,to cRecl a change. Both will have to convince the Muslims 
of their bona hdes before (heir appeub cun be listened to. If the 
British Government fomiulaie a scheme which violates Muslim 
interests,then Ute responsibility for the future trouble will be theirs 
and not of the Muslims of of the Indians. 

Do let me know when you will be reaching Delhi. 1 hope you 
will break journey here before going to Lahore and tell us ail about 
yuur great experiences in England, 

Thanks very much for your very kind cable of condolence on my 
nephew's death. We all appreciate the feclitiga of sympathy which 
prompted it. 

With the very best of wishes, 

I remain, 

Yours most sincerely, 

Faxl-i-Husain 

«4. 6, King Edward Road. 

New Delhi. 

5th January, 1931. 

My dear Shafaat, 

Yours of the 19th December. 

You arc now in the middle of the most important part of your 
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stay there which, I take it, really commenced from about the 15th of 
December, It is impossible to express any opinioa as to the various 
stages of the controversy, not knowing what those stages were and the 
circumstances under which they were reached; but I do think the 
matter of making oflTers was for the party which has everything to 
gain by the advance and nothing to lofie and for the party which is, 
at present, protected by various elements which go to constitute the 
present stage of advance. You will get this letter on the eve of your 
departure for India, and your parting communication to your 
Supporters in England and to others is this : 

I, II is doubtful whether political Hindu India will be satisfied 
with any advance that even the present-day Labour Govern¬ 
ment may be prepared to give it, and after a little discussion, 
controversy, and attempts at formation of parties, soon the 
position will be reached, but by far the largest clement of 
Hindu India will express in no onequivocal terms its 
dissatisfaction with the reforms given, irrespective of the 
extent of them. Therefore, the issue once more will be r who 
will work the reforms. 

2. Muslims have worked the reforms in the past and will be 
prepared to work the new reforms to be given, provided 
their vital interests are not jeopardised by these reforms, 
which means (1) in six provinces, existing weightage through 
separate electorates is maintained ; (2) substantial reforms 
are given to the Frontier Province ; (3) in the Punjab, some 
majority is given to Mufilims in the Council as a whole 
through separate electorates; (4) in Bengal, Muslims are 
given majority on population basis against noa-Muhammedan 
Indians through separate electorates but not over non- 
Muslims plus Europeans, As a transitional stage, i. e,, till 
later on they can be given a majority against all. 

That the Franchise Comiriittee should low’cr the Franchise 
and so arrange that Muslim voters in the Punjab and Bengal 
begin to reflect die proportion of their population, and 
further that special interests and coostiluencjcs arc 
eliminated. 
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6. That Muslims have nothing to gam by siding with Govern* 
ment if Government pushes them to accept a position which 
the Congress offers them, for then they stand to gain by 
joining Congress and intensifying the struggle against 
Government. 

Yours sincerely, 
FazJ-’i'Husain 

95 , 6, King Edward Road, 

New Delhi. 

7th January, 1931. 

Dear Firoz, 

Herewith a telegram. 

I have no doubt Shafi intended in this way to place the Hindus 
in the wrong and was not at till serious about if; but it is such 
dishonest tactics which, instead of doing harm to the other side, does 
harm to those who have recoune to them I have, therefore, always 
advised all my friends to have nothing to do with such tactics. The 
danger in this case is that the Labour Govcrnmenl may say after all, 
this was the offer made by the Muslims to the Hindus; that, therefore, 
ifwc decide in accordance with the offer which the Muslims made 
and the Hindus refused, the Muslims can have nothing to grumble 
about. Even if they reduce the term of this offer, i, c., making them 
less favourable to Muslims, they may find some justification from this 
offer. It is, therefore, essential that throughout India, the offer be 
repudiated with great force and an intimation of it sent to the Prime 
Minister, to Aga Khan and to Mian Sahib. The suitable terms will 
be : Sir Mohammad Shafi’s offer of joint deciorates lo Moonje is 
repudiated by Muslims all over India as made without authority, 
knowing Indian Muslim opinion to be strongly against it and 
knowing it to be most prejudicial to Muslim interests and to the 
future welfare of India. Reservation of seats absolutely unacceptable 
to Muslims. 

1 have no doubt this is the view which finds favour with the 
Muslim Outlook, Inqilab and Siyasat. and if you call them and show 
them the telegram and explain what 1 have stated above, they will 
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be ready to join in sending a telegrani to that efTcct and ^fllso writing 
in support of it, and also informing Ittehad at Palna and other Muslim 
papers all over India of thU- 

Yours sincerely 
Fazt'i'Husain 


95 ^ Lahore. 

7th January, 193!. 

Dear Mian Sahib, 

\ herewith enclose a telegram that I received from Amtr Mi in 
London which you might care to see. 1 am sorry to inform you 
that Muslim opinion here is gradually but surely beginning to express 
itself against the Labour Government, We are all beginning to feel 
that the Labour Government are going to bring over the Congress 

Hindus and make scapegoat of Muslims. 

This is what was expected because the only parties in Parliament 
who were likely to be fair to Muslims were either the Conservatives 
or perhaps even the Liberals. These are both out of power. The 
Labour have in the past been allied with the Congress, Although the 
Labour Premier has been reserved in his talk but our delegates have the 
definite impression that Labour Government are going to let us down 
inspitc of our co-operation. This is sad and I am afraid it is going 
to prove ihut the few pro-Congress Muslims were right and if any 
agitation is started by the Congress in the near future it may become 
impossible to keep the Muslims out of it. 

Yours sincerely, 
Firoz 

Show to H, E. 

F.H, 

97 ^ 6, King Edward Road, 

New Delhi. 

12th January, 1931. 

Dear Firoz, 

I am sending you two notes. Secure the signatures of as many 
Muslim members as possible to the first note at the forthcoming 
naecting. 
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As to the second note, I think you should rend the relevant 
portions of the Punjab Government’s report and also of the Govern- 
ment of India Despatch. Then read this note carefully, and have a 
good talk with Craik. 1 am sure in view of what has happened apd 
what he must know of the non- Muslim mind in India, this is the 
least he can do in the matter of the Punjab. 

I understand in the matter of appointment of Public Prosecutors, 
which is Craik's special charge, attention is not paid to the gravity 
of the picsent-day situation. Try to impress this on his mind and 
also on the mind of H. E, When H. E. Is better and has a time, 
diicuGS the note as to the constitution of the Legislative Council with 
him again. 

1 think at the Headquarters, there should be some one now when 
the Assembly is in session to protect Muslim interests, and a small 
fund of Rs. 3,000/- is required. I suppose^ the Punjab should contri¬ 
bute Rs. 1,000/- Ut P. Rs, 750/- Bengal Rs. 500/- Bombay Rs, 500/- 
and others Rs. 250/- As to the Punjab Rs. 1,000/-, 1 will collect a 
couple of hundreds and you had better find Rs. 800/-. I believe 
Ahmad Yar, Fazt Ali, Quereshi, Muhammad Hayat, and K. B. 
Syed Maratib Ali, & C., will not mind finding this sum. It is highly 
desirable that suitable news should emanate from the Assembly 
relating to Muslim matters to Muslim papers and, if possible, to some 
English papers. 

Yours BjDcefuly 
Fazl-i-Husain 


98. New Delhi. 

I2ih January, 1931. 

Dear Sikandar, 

I have not heard from you for some time. 1 hope you wit! exert 
yourself to keep different cliques together. It would be a great pity 
to let th^ drift. This is a very critical stage in the development of 
ihc community and the country, and a false step taken will relegate 
the Punjab to the position of a backward province* tied to the chariot 
wheels of Hindu India, Get as many Muslim members as possible to 
sign the note sent herewith and have a talk with H. £. on the basis 
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of the note on the constitution of the locnl Legislature. I am sending 
this to Firoz as well, and I have asked him to help to have some 
funds. We must place things on a business fooling and to run on 
constitutional tines. 

Re. the attack on H. E. this is bound to have created a feeling 
of very keen and intense resentment in the rural areas. I have no 
doubt the rural people in large numbers will come to Lahore to 
inquire after H. E.'s health. You and Firoz should get Chhotu Ram 
and Harhaksingh also in, and receive all these messages and all the 
rural people in Lahore, convey their inquiries to H. E., and take 
H, E,*s messages to them. It is, you know, in the hands of the 
people of the province themselves, and particularly in those of the 
rural people, to bring about an atmosphere wherein terrorist school 
of politics cannot flourish, 1 agree with you that the people cannot 
do it on their own unless it be in agreement with the Government. 
Therefore, in this matter there should be the closest possible co- 
operation between the rural people and ihc Government. You should 
mention this to H, E. and also to the rural people. 

Yours sincerely, 

FazFi^Husaio 


“ The Viceroy's House, 

New Delhi. 

29th January, 1931. 

(Confidential) 

My dear Sir Fazli, 

I send you for your private eye and confidentially a letter* I have 
just had from Sir Amherst Selby-Bigge, whom I know very well as he 
was my Permanent Secretary at the Board of Education when I was 
there. 1 also send you a copy* of what 1 have just written to him ; 
but 1 should like to hear whether (here is anything more to be said 
and whether 1 have correctly interpreted your feeling. 

Yours sincerely, 
Irwin. 


Tbca'C document! arc not reproduced in ihe Halif»x CoHecliDO. 
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iOO. Delhi. 

25th February, 1931, 

My dear Sir Fazli, 

I have your letter, enclosing a copy of a note you have submitted 
to His Excellency on the question of Moslems in the Indian Army. 

I rather doubt if it would be wise for us to have the small 
Committee you sugge^si, to consider this question. It would be 
pretty certain to get out, and might make people think that we were 
giving more attention to that side of the question than to other sides. 

I and my Principal StaflF Officers are however, as you well know, 
acutely concerned In getting the right stamp of young men into 
Sandhurst, and w‘e should very much appreciate if you would meet 
us quite informally round a table in my office or elsewhere, and give 
us your views and Suggestions on tlic subject, which those of us who 
will eventually sit on the Round-Table Conference Defence Committee 
could make use of there. 

Yours sincerely, 
Philiph Chetwode.' 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Eazl-i-Husain, KCIE., 

Member for Education. Health, and Lands, 

New Delhi, 


6, King Edward Road, 
New Delhi, 

7th March, 1931. 

Dear Firoz, 

Yours of the 5th, 

J wonder who brought the rumour to you. A good bit of the 
peace negotiations was worked up by me, so how can the question of 
falling out arise. If you will let me know something more of what 
you have heard, I shall be glad to find out here how (his rumour has 
come to be set afloat, 

I hope you will be able to come here for the League meeting 
which, 1 understand, is fixed for the ISih. 



I am Borry about the election alTair. There seems to be a great 
deal of trouble in the Party, but you should be patient and careful, 
and not hasty and short-sighted. We must not let this matter grow. 

1 hope you will make a point to see that a good number of mem¬ 
ber of the League Council attend so that you may have an effective 
voice in the deliberations, [f all the members decide that Mian Sir 
Md. Shaft should be the President of the League, it would be an 
advantage if the Secretary were living where the President lives. 
You had better have a talk with him on the subject. 

With best wishes. 

I remain, 

Vours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-HusaIn, 


102^ 6, King Edward Road, 

New Delhi. 

28th March, 1931. 

Dear Firoz, 

I have seen in '^Inquilab'’ that the statement has been signed by 
a large number of Muslim M.L,C.’ s. Has it been signed by aJl ? 
If not, was it due to the fact (hat they were absent, or was it due to 
the fact that they refused to sign ? In the latter case, I should like 
to know the names of the members who refused to sign. 

It is very necessary that a large number of Muslim members of 
the Legislative Council should be prc:;>eut at Delhi at the CooTereace 
to be held on the 3rd or the 4ih. You should make sure that they 
attend with you. Amongst others, you should ask Ch, Fazl Ati, 
Pir Akbar AH, Mubarck Ali Shah, Faqif Husain, Raza Shah, 
Riyasat AJi, Noor Khan, Makhdum Mohd. Husain, Shah Muhammad 
and as many others as you can to come with you* II is very 
necessary that this work be done. Besides the members of the 
Legislative Council, it is nec^sary to see that Tqbal, Mchcr, Habib 
and others also come. You should arrange to be here on the 3rd in 
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order to Ik tn a position to tndueiice the working of the Confctcnct. 
I attach a great deal of importance to this gathering, and will be in 
Delhi during these days. 

Yours most sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain. 

P.S, 

You should also ask the U.P. Minister to come and bring hi* 
friends to Delhi. A similar suggestion might h* made to Maulvi 
Rafiuddia Ahmad of Bombay and to Sir Fakhroddin, telling the 
latter that if he is not well enough to come himself, he had better 
send his friends. 


103, 

Mushir Manzil, 

Lucknow. 

3rd April, 1931, 

My dear Sir Fazli, 

While sending you a copy of a letter^ 1 have sent to Mr, Gandhi 
I venture to ask you, and through you the Viceroy also to be kind 
enough to pay attention to the points raised in that letter, if the 
R. T, C. meets in London before settling questions bitterly controver- 
cial among Indians themselves it will for sure make the situation 
more invoived, Muslims taking advantage of H, H. Aga Khans ex¬ 
traordinary popularity with the British public will delegate a deputa¬ 
tion of their own to England to canvass for their case and even to 
help Mr. Churchill, In India also they will take to an organised 
agitation not only against Hindus but also against the Government. 
Their bitterness against the Govt, will be greater because they have 
all along foolishly, as I think, been expecting favours and protection 
from it and thus Increasing antagonisni of the majority comm unity. 
They have seen that the Government has utterly failed even to protect 
their lives or property so even Ihosc Muslims who have so far been 
with the Govt, wilt go against it or lose all influence with the public. 


1, Printed on the followiaii pages aa eacloaure. 
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Istam’s and Muslim's cry will be mare exciting and effective al 
least in MusUm provinces than was that of the Congress io Peshawar, 

Yours very very sincerely, 
Mushir Husain Kidwai 
of GADFA 


Mushir Manzil, ButLerganj, 
Lucknow, 

2nd April, 1931, 

My dear Gandhlji, 

I am unable to come lo Delhi as I am inJtsposed and, therefore, 
1 have to send you this letter which has to be Jong but which requires 
due cnnsidcfuiion ns it deals with matters of vital importance. It is 
an irony of fate that T, who have all my life been advocating political 
harmony and union between the Hindus and the Muslims, sometimes 
even single handed, and have urged Muslims most of all have at thia 
juncture to urge the acceptance by the Hindus of the Muslim demands 
in loto, inciudtng separate eJeerorates, as they were set out by the 
All-India Muslim Conference in 1930, 

I advocate this for two principal reasons, namely : 

(1) The peace and progress of India depends upon Hindu-Muslim 
amity which should be obtained at any cost, at any sacrifice, 
and, the Hindus being in the majority, it is they who will 
have to pay the price and make the sacrifices more than the 
minority community, 

(2) After thoroughly examining the Muslim demands 1 have 
found them not to be anti-national lo the extent of deserving 
refusal even when that refusal is certain to delay, if not stop, 
India’s gaining full responsibility. 

In my opinion the attitude of the Hindus here should be what 
ZagbluPs was in Fgypt, i.e, they should sign blindfolded the demands 
of the minority, if the liberty and progress of India on national /firer, 
as distinct from exclusively Hindu lines h the real object and aim of 
the Hindus, 

A,s a Muslim I am an internationalist but no body in hts senses 
can charge me of non-nationalism so far as Indian politics go, I have 
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alwaj’s held extremely advanced and radical views in Indian politics- 
more radical than those of Laic Gokhalc or even of yourself. As regards 
separate electorates themselves T condemDed the compromise between 
Gokhaie and Ali Imam which ushered in separate electorates and, at 
one time, I was almost the only public man in India who condemned 
it. In 1909 I wrote in The Pioneer twelve reasons against separate 
electorates. The Leader hos quoted these recently. But I hold that 
politics is a living thing. A stotesman has to deal with facts as he 
finds ihetn* Might-have*beens or dead formulas do not count in 
politics. The present circumstances (whatever the reasons for them 
might be) are such that if you immediately switch off separate clccto< 
rates and bring in mixed electorates you will do more harm than good 
to the Cause of India. In this-pfovince at least you will cause greater 
ill-will between the two communities by so doing. There are several 
reasons why in this province, at least, for another fifteen or twenty 
years mixed electorates in any shape or form cannot be tried without 
mischief. The first is that with the present communal tempcranient 
of the people you will be opening another battle field between the two 
communities by introducing mixed electorates. So far there have been 
riou between Hindus and Muslims on every concievable matter except 
elections wherever separate electorates have prevailed. If there were 
election quarrels they were only at places (only two, so far as 1 re¬ 
member) where the eiectoraie was a mixed one. You probably know 
that in India people have not yet developed political sense not even 
their leaders to the extent of being able to confine political dilTer- 
cnces to public matters only, I notice that election disputes create 
personal jH-will even between members of the same community. 1 have 
seen examples of a kind of family feud having been created by election 
differences ! So if with this lack of political sense and with the present 
temperament of the two communities any two candidates are permitted 
to engender election heat, Benares, Mirzapar, Agra and even Cawn- 
porc will become inevitable and of quite frequent occurrence. There¬ 
fore, the wisest courseyfill be to prevent this opportunity and occasion 
which mixed electorates are certain to produce for riots and quarrels 
until the two communities settle down to a more tolerant attitude and 
the majority community wins over the confidence of the minority 


commufitty. 

Secondly, if re&ervAtion of seats [s considered necessary then Its 
natural corollary, separate electorates, cannot be omitted, Re 5 cr> 
vation of seates with a mixed electorate is a contradiction in terms^ 

J 

Reservation of seats means that the Muslims have no confidence in 
the Hindus. Mixed electorates mean that they have complete con¬ 
fidence in the Hindus. 

Thirdly, unfortunately certain Muslim leaders of the Shia com¬ 
munity have, in this province, made the question of electorate a Sunni 
Shia question, Mixed electorates at the present moment will create 
Shia Sunni trouble and embitter more at least that one section whom 
the Hindu majority will refuse to support at the polls against the 
Hindus also. 

Fourthly, so far the Muslim policy, accepted by the Hindus also, 
has been of having separate electorates and, in pursuance of that policy, 
by far the greatest majority of the Muslim leaders in fact almost 
all have engaged themselves whole-heartedly jo giving every support 
they could to that policy. Now if mixed electorates arc introduced at 
once, those persons will be penalised for having done service to the 
cause of their community and also, according to their belief, to that 
of the country. 

Fifthly, separate electorates even now have not prevented radical, 
‘and even Congress Muslims, from getting in. Shairvani, Yusuf Imam 
and many oUter Congress men and members of the Swaraj parly have 
been elected inspite of the separate electorates. This has been so 
in every province. Mahmudabad who stood for an extremely con¬ 
servative constituciicy of the Council of State (in defiance of the 
Congress mandate) got in inspite of his so-called swarajist and nation- 
alist views and is still there. 

There arc other reasons also why, at least for some time to come, 
it will be unsUtcsmanlike^almost mad—to gel rid of separate elect¬ 
orates. 

Separate electorates can not do the national cause any harm, if 
the Hindus adopt a liberal attitude and do not adopt a policy of bigotry 
and veitgcance, If they adopt that attitude then surely it is the 
Muslims that will suffer and not the Hindus. In my opinion the 
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Muslims themselves will realise in the next constitution, when there 
will be no official bloc, that neither separate electorates, nor even a 
weightftgc of 33% can help them much unless they win the good-will 
of the majority community. Let them do so but if they refuse to do 
so even then let them stew in their own juice. Do not make electorates 
the point for harmony. 

When such is the case with that demand of the Muslim Con¬ 
ference which is supposed to be the most non-national and harmful 
1 do not need to dilate upon the other demands. I wtJl only repeat 
after a thorough and impartial examination that not even one of their 
fifteen demands is so harmful to the national interests as to make it 
worth while or sane to Jeopardise swaraj for it. Because Muslims arc 
prepared to accede to Hindus while the Hindus are helpless like them 
what ever they demand for themselves. Muslim demands c ann ot be 
called unfair. T realise your diflicultics. You cannot but be afraid of 
the Maha Sabha, Bull hold that if Maha Sabha sincerely believes in 
peace and progress for India it should itself help you in getting res- 
ponsibiliy from Britain. 

I notice that your definition of “Puma Swuraj** makes your ideal 
of swaraj very very low from a political point of view , but please take 
it from me that even that low kind of swaraj which you seem to aim 
at will not be realised if the Muslims arc goaded to obstruct it. For 
goodness sake do not let Mirzapur or Cawnpore delude you or the 
Hindu community that the Muslim community will always be power¬ 
less against the brutal attacks of the majority comm unity, itwilJ not be 
impossible to organise the Muslim community and to make tl a solid 
block of seventy million people. If the present aggressive attitude 
of the majority community continues the minority shall Jiave to be 
protected by any and every means possible. 

Kindly show this letter to Pandit Malviyaji and others if necess¬ 
ary. 

Your very sincer old friend 
(Mushir Husain Kidwai) 

P, S. Two more points:— 

1. Because Congress-Muslims claim to be non-communal and 
out and out nationalists they should be out of court when 
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Communal demands are discussed either here or in England. 
Please do not ignore— 

2. I say with my experience of Europe, ond it ia greater than 
that of your issoctates or yourself, that if you went to the 
London R, T. C, without having settled first in India matters 
contioversiat among Indians themselves in the hope that 
Mr. Macdonald will settle those fur you, you will disgrace 
India and yourself. As it is young men there will receive 
you as they did the round tahlers before with black fiage etc. 


104. ■ 6, King Edward Road, 

New Delhi. 

12Ui April, 1931. 

Dear Amir Din, 

The Muslim Congress men, 1 understand, are holding a meeting 
on the 12th. Abdul Haq and Zalfar Alt are taking a prominent part 
in it. Why not urge upon Muzaffar All the necessity of pressing 
for and retaining the exisiing welghtage in the six provinces and the 
Central Legislature and giving majorities to the Punjab and Bengal 
on population basis, even if it is to be through joint electorates. 
This is to be the creed of the Muslim Congress men. If they really 
aspire to serve their country and their community. This is the 
obvious course for them to adopt. They should pass resolutions to 
this effect and urge upon the Working Committee of the Congress to 
accept their view ; and the Congress having adopted it, can call upon 
the Muslim League and the All-Parlies Conference to consider this. 
We can then all consider what we should do. 

T think Zafar AH Khan has been very badly treated and the 
Congress has now started upon a course of opposition to Muslims, 
and a man like Zafar Ali Khan will find' himself to be entirely out 
of place. 

Please show this to Mian Sahib and try to have a long talk with 
Zafar Ali Khan before he goes to this meeting. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Hotiin 
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105 . 

Governor’s Camp, Punjab : 

16lh* April 193K 

My dear Sir Fazli 

Thanks for your letter of the 14lh of April. 1 shall be in Lahore 
for the night of the 21st-22nd. I might be able to see you on the 
22nd morning, if that would suit you. Would you phone to my 
Private Secretary on the evening of the 21 at : and ! shall probably be 
able to fin up a time. 

T am not at all happy about the amalgainalion between the 
Provincial Zamludara League and the Provincial Zamindara Sabha. 
The latter organisation was really Started by Mangal Singh, in order 
to get political support for himself among the Sikhs by pretending 
to be very keen on the economic distress of Sikh Zamindars, with the 
object of eventually ousting Master Tara Singh from the President¬ 
ship of the Central Sikh League. Mangal Singh’s anxiety to 
amalgamate with the Provincial Zamindara League was„ 1 think, 
mainly based on the idea that, by so amalgamating, some respectable 
Sikhs might come within his orbit, who ordinarily would not have 
joined his Sabha. T warned Chhotu Ram that I thought the result 
of the amalgamation would be that his organisation would get 
dominated by Akalt extremists of the type of Jaswant Singh, Giyani 
Sher Singh, etc, Tliis, I am afraid has come to pass. During my 
visit here (to Rohtak), I also find that his District Zamindara 
League here has become rather unpopular. The Muslims and Gaur 
Brahmins in the district regard it as a move by the Jais to dominate 
the other agricultural classes in the district, and respectable leading 
Muslim Zamindars, such a$ Mehrban Ali of Kharkauda, who used to 
belong to it, are now washing their hands of it. Many Jats have 
also told me that they have been frightened by the wild talk indulged 
in by Mahcndra Singh, when he came down recently to a meeting of 
the District Zamlndarn League at Soncpal, and they are beginning to 
fight shy of it. The Deputy Commissioner is also distressed about 
its atmosphere and tone. 
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The low price of wheat is still very distressing ; but I hope that 
ihe wheat import tax will eventually stimulate prices a litUc. 

Your sincerely, 

G.F. de Montmorency. 

The Hon'ble K.B. Mian Sir Fastl-i-Husairii IC.C.I.E., K-t., 

Member of the Viceroy's Executive Council, 

Department of Education, Health and Lands, 

New Delhi. 


lOfi 27lh April, 1931. 

My dear Kidwai, 

Yours of the 2lsi. 

1 nm afraid Mr. Gandhi seems to be employing ait the tactics 
which a politician at bay employs to achieve his object. He is employing 
Muslim Congressmen lo carry on an intense warfare in Muslim ranks. 
He is putting up some of them to appeal for peace, whether through 
arbitration or through consultation. On the one hand, he is for 
peace, and on the other hand, he is currying on a war. 

1 am glad Brailvic has Called upon the Cuogress to lay its card 
on the table as relates to the Hindu-Muslim problem. Briefly put, 
the problem is— 

(1) The existing weightage in six provinces and ihe Central 
Legislature to be maintained. 

(2) Muslim majorities, in principle, in Bengal and the Punjab 
to be recognised. 

(3) The mode of election—separate or joint. 

The Congress view has been expressed as to the third, but not as 
to the first two. The Nehru Report was not acceptable lo any 
section. Even now the Lucknow Muslim Nationalists meeting 
proceeded on the assumption of adult franchise. What is the use of 
talking of adult franchise when it ts not practical polities ? The 
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tdvjce any one can give to the Congress ts that cbatained in 
ybur t^ler to Gandhi, and I am glad it has been so well received by 
the entire Muslim and the English press, and I believe it has had a 
good reception at Itome, 


With best wishes, 

t remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain. 


107, The Retreat, 

Simla, 

30th April, 1931. 

My dear Iqbal, 

Yours of the 2Btb inst. 

T apprehended something of this sort and warned you about 
currents hnU cross-currehts of (intrigue and counter‘intrigue and cross 
intrigue. However, we are determiabd to stand against alt intrigues. 
Our cause ts just and righteous, and we must fight and fight hard. 
Assistance will come from above and our cause shall prevail. I have 
great faith in the righteousness of our cause and feci that in spite of all 
intrigues directed against it and nil money that is being spent against 
us, circumstances will be so moulded by Providence that we will 
succeed. 

As regards proposals to hold Conferences of Muslims of various 
schools of thought, I am in agreement with you that it is altogether 
unnecessary to hold such Conferences for the following reasons * 

(1) The AlbFanies Muslim Conference at Delhi is such a Con¬ 
ference, and we should not recognise any other, not* should 
we bring into boing a new Institution* If further consultation 
is necessary, the All-Parties Muslim Conference will be the 
authority lo convene such an one. 

(2) As a matter of fact, there is no difference of opinion amongst 
Muslims on the main political problems of the day. The 
Shia Conference at Montgomery and the Muslim Nationalist 
Conference til Lucknow, I understand, passed practically the 
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very Resolutions that were passed by the All-Parties Coafcrcnce 
at Delhi and the All-India Musliin League at Delhi a few 
weeks ago. The dilfereiice is as to the mode jf election^ but 
that difference is also only on the assumption that there is 
adult franchise. In case there is no adult franchise, all Muslims 
agree that separate electorates must continue. Various 
schools of political thought in India consider adult franchise 
as the ideal to be aimed at* but at this stage of political 
development feel that there must be the property qualification. 
Under the circumstances, the so-called difference of opinion 
is altogether theoretical and unreal. The Round Table Con¬ 
ference has already arrived at the provisional conclusion 
that the property qualification should exist. Therefore, it is 
nothing short of hypocrisy to say that Muslims between them¬ 
selves are not agreed as to the mode of election. The fact 
that the Lucknow Conference insisted upon adult franchise 
shows that in the absence of adult franchise they realise that 
joint electorates are out of the question. 

I trust you will give the above-mentioned points to Messers. 
Mcher and Saliq to develop and to make the political world under¬ 
stand. If you can manage to give these to Malik Abdul Majid of 
the Muslim Outlook, he might be able to do some useful work in this 
connection. 

To revert to the first part of my letter—I have not yet finally 
made np my mind and, if possible, during tbc course of May, will try 
if you and others in Simla can discuss this very important question of 
policy, but I feel like Indian Muslims taking up an obsolutety 
independent line and, even in these days of financial stringency, 
taking steps to fight Islam's battle rather than depend upon the help 
of Princes or Governments. If this can be done, truly representative 
G vernments may be established throughout India. 

Voun finccrely, 
Faal-i-Husain 
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tOS. Simta, 

tst May, 1931, 

Dear Sir Malc^ifm, 

On your landing at Bombay, T was very anxious to sec for mysetr 
how you wero^ but 1 learot later that you had already left Bombay, 
What Lord Irwio and Emerson told me was not very reassuring. I do 
hope and trust you will recover your health and strength which have 
been the ideal of many weak mortals like myself. 

While not in your usual good health, you have taken over your 
present change at a very troublesome time. All the corntnunial liots 
that have taken place recently have taken place in the U.P. During 
the last year, the U. P. has probably been more active than any other 
province with the exception of Gujerat and the Bombay Town in the 
matter of Congress agi tat ton. Nchrus with (heir great influence to 
the province, broad sympathies and non^coaununal outlook were only 
believed to have reduced communal trouble or tension to a greater 
extent than anywhere else, and yet it is in the U, P. that outbursts of 
communal hatred of a violent type have occurred. Is it due to the 
poison being greater in the U.P. or to the local offleers not being 
sufficiently effective to control the communal troubles ? Again, is 
their being unable to control due to Jack of ability or lack of will ? 
There are so many questions which have been worrying me for the last 
two months or so. I have no doubt these questions have been in your 
mind already, and no doubt any satisfactory schemes to bring the 
trouble under control have to be preceded by finding correct answers 
to these questions, Cownpore and its rural suburbs have been an eye* 
opener to many. One cannot believe all one hears. May I tell you 
the impression left on my own mind ? It appears that the general 
impression in the provinces was that since the Civil Disobedience has 
been called off, the Police has not (o interfere with Congress activities 
as far os possible. The attempted Hartal at Cawnpore was undoubt* 
ediy under Congress orders. Is it possible that the local authorities 
may have felt difiident in putting up a strong fight against the Con¬ 
gress Organization while their general instructions urere to be friendly 
to the Congress and, as far ai possible, not to come into clash with 
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them ? Otherwise, it is difficult to understand why the Police should 
have been so uninterested or indifferent as Hindus and Muslims make 
it out to be> 

1 am sorry for inflicting this letter on you^ knowing how busy you 
are. You need not answer the second part of my letter, but ^p#ltase 
do let me have a line as to how you yourself are. 

Yours most sincerely, 
FazH-Husain. 


109- The Retreat, 

Simla, 

3rd May, 1^31, 

Dear Rajah Sahib, 

Yours of the 25ih April, 

I am very grateful to you for giving me an c:thau 3 tive and clear 
statemenl of events, and I have read it with very great interest. I am 
in entire agreement with the views expressed by you, and i am sure 
you will find leading Muslims in different parts of India diso takfng 
the same view. 

As regards the press, T think we are mclined to minimize the 
faciitties which are available to Indian Muslims just now. lii the 
U, P.f you can count upon the Muslim Star, the 

Maii, ffamdanij Barham and the Pio/teer ; in Delhi, you have MTHat ; 
in the Punjab, the Muslim Outhak* the Siyasat, Tnquitah, the MtalJm 
Rajput and the C. A M. Gazette ; in Bihar, you have Ittehad ; in 
Bengal, you have the Staiesmart * in Bombay, you have the Times af 
India ; in Madras, you have the Madras Mail —alt these papers are 
ready to give you every chance, and some of them send to England 
any important statement that you and the people of your school of 
thought may wish to make. It is for you to discover other papers and 
give them a tittle encouragement and expression of sympathy, and you 
wilt find in India you get us gnod a press to help you as aifi^ Other 
school of political thought. 

' 1 agree with you that your trouble is that press aijOncles are 

believed to be anthMuvUm, This defbet is being tkamhitd arid the 
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Hon’blc Malik Firoz Khan’s cifort to start a Muslim News Agency 
dcserv'Cs careful consideration. T understand that a scheme, limited 
to a Press Agency, with a capital of 5 Lakhs, tg which Muslims in 
British Jndta should contribute 2 Lakhs. Is feasible. Out of this sum 
of 2 Lnkhs, tbc U. F. should contribute half a lakh. A strong Press 
Agency is an urgent need. Do yon think it is possible to have share¬ 
holders to the extent^of half a lakh* in the U. P. 7 1 presume only 
half the amount wtPI be paid in on taking the shares. 

Prom letters received, I find that Muslims have decided to have 
no more Conferences of their own, because even the Lucknow Con- 
ferenee of Nationalist Muslims has shown that they arc in general 
agreement with Ihcir co-religionists, and even on the question of the 
mode of election, they fee) ihai separate electoraies are inevitable 
unless there is adult franchise. We know that adult franchise is not 
practical politics at this stage according to the views of indian leaders. 
Thus, there is no diff erence of opinion in Muslim ranks. 

Next J'Une, in ease leading Muslims come to Simla to talk matters 
over, it will perhaps be possible for you also to come. 1 remember 
what you had told tne on the subject, and at a suitable opportunity 1 
hope to be able to do the needful. 

With best wishes, 

1 remain, 

Vours sincerely, 
Fazl'i-Husain 


no. 

PaivatfiAnd Confideatiat 

5lh May, 1931. 

Dear Sfisfce, 

Your telegram just to hand. I think you arc right. U is too late 
to-postpone and no satisfactory explanation could bo .given. 1 wish 
ydu success on the 10th May demonstration in spite of the Delhi Con¬ 
ference resgluttons. 

r am- awaitmg to hear what happened at Bhopal in case you went 
there. I underttand Shaukat Ali, Ausari, Iqbal and others arc invited 
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for ttie 9ih instant at Bhopah I am informed that Sbaukat asked 
Gandhi to approach Muslims through Bhopal and so Gandhi approa- 
ched Bhopal who is now inviting you and others from time to lime to 
hold coQSultalions. 

It is understood that there are intrigues within intiiguea going on. 
As T always said Muslim cause in the past has never been lost through 
soldiers but through generals who acted dishonestly. X trust history 
will not repeat itself in the case of Indian Muslims, 

Youn sinoen^, 
FazH'Husain 


111. Prtvmto And Confideniial 

5imla» 

6th May, 19SL 

XHar Natim'Ud'Din, 

The Hartog Committee which sat as educational committea lo 
assist the Simon Commission recommended that the All^India Ednca* 
tional Board be revived and that the Bureau of Education be set up. 
I have held that view since 1924 soon after the Tnchcape Committoe 
had aaed the Board. It is needed badly by the provinces and whan 
I issued the circular letter recently f thought 1 was meeting a keenly 
felt demand of Educational Ministers throughout India. On seet^g 
the case this morning 1 found that the Educational Secretary of the 
Bengal Government had written a few lines saying that owing to 
floanefal striogcncy they will not be able to bear the expenses, I mm 
afraid you have not examined the matter carefully. So far as expeoM 
are concerned there will be one or two meetings in a year and local 
Governments will not have to bear any expenses other tban^ 
travelling allowance of their representatives only, and that as a mia 
will be a few hundred rupees a year and not even a few thoniatltl 
As to financial stringency it is only when there U a financial striogeBOy 
that officers have time to deal with difficult problems and pfCiMwe 
schemes for better days to come. I am sure if you thiok ovir 
matter carefully you would like to reconsider the matter and walqMe 
the proposal as has been done by the Punjab, the United Plffiiicei, 
Centra] Provinces, Bihar and Orissa and Assam.;. Iji oasBr/Ml AT® 
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prepared to do so let me know aod I will ask the Educatioa&l Coni' 
missioner with the Government of India to write again to the Bengal 
Government pointing out that hnancial commitments of local Govern¬ 
ments will be very very small indeed and requesting the Bengal 
Government to let us have their considered view. If, however, you 
have any serious objection to tbe Board or the Bureau 1 should like 
to undcritand it so as to try to meet it. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 

The Hoo'ble Khwaja Nazim-ud-Din, C. I. B., 

Minister for Education^ 

Bengal Govarnmeni, 

112 . 

Lahore, 

14th May, 1931. 

MydcarFazli^ 

1 returned only this morning. 

Which do you think of the following proposals-^7 

1. Joint Electorates to be introduced at the end of 10 years with 
adult suffrage, provided that if the majority of Muslim 
members of any legislature. Federal or Provincial, agree to 
accept Joint Electorates at any time before the expiry of 10 
years, Separate Electorates will be abolished qua such legis¬ 
lature. 

2. First election under the new constitution to be on the basis 
of Separate Electorates at the beginning of the 5th year of 
the first legislature. 

Please drop a line os early os possible. 

Yours sincerely, 
Muhammad Iqbal 

P. S. 

I should have come to Simla, but 
am not feeling well. We to 
be up till after midnight almost 
every night. 
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113 . 

J6ih May. 1931, 

Dt^r Shafee. 

Youre of the 14th from Meerut. 1 sec no harm in your holding 
a meettog of the Working Committee in Lahore ; but I have always 
taken the vioiw that mcctiiigs should be held in public places where 
such exist. However a meeting on the 2#lh mstant at Lahore at 
Shafl's hou6c should be confirmed. Kindly let me know at once who 
are members of the Working Committee. Firoz will send you a note 
on the proposals and indicate the li®fs to be taken up in the. main* 
We should take the tine that we should adhere to the Delhi Conference 
resolutions. As to the mode of election wc should leave it to the 
Muslims to decide in each province- The best way to decide is by 
three-fourth majority of the Muslim members of a legislature. If 
such a majonty decides in fa vour of joint electorates and their decision 
is confirmed by the Muslim members of the ne.xt Conference separate 
electorates shall be abandoned. 

This proviso has the advantage of leaving the decision in the 
hands of Muslims themselves as it was always intended th^t it,should 
be, and in the second place enables local option in the^senac that if 
the members so desire in the case of a local' lagislalure there ii no 
reason why the rest of India should stand in the way of this. Tlus 
opportunity should be taken to ernphasisc that all attempts at dealing 
with the problems piecemeal are open to objection, that the Congress 
or Mr. Gandhi should state their position as to weight.agp in,ihe ail 
provinces and the central legislature and as to majpritiea in ^ngal and 
Punjab, and it is only when a responsible person or a responsible 
organisation makes an offer that Muslims should be prepared, tf> con* 
sider it and express their opinion, that Muslim energy should not be 
wasted on setting fantastic enquiries at the suggestions of individuals. 
By doing so Muslims tend to weaken their position. 

Yowe sincerely, 

V. r r - 

F|izl;l-I$iisain 


I 
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114. 23rd May, 1931. 

Dear Shalce Daoodj\ 

Yo«rs of the 20lh Inst. 

"lam very pleased to hear of the great success achieved m Calcutta. 
1 am glad you arc now adopting what is the real Ictdiao Muslim view, 
aind 1 trust yqu will impress it strofl&iy spd frankly on the min^s of 
all your co-workers. You should glory in it and not be apologetic 
about It. It hurt me a great deal in Defti to see so many friends 
entertaining doubts and adopting a hesitating attitude. I am glad 

that has very largely disappeared. 

I am sure you and others will impress on the mind of Maulana 
Shanitat Alt how great and genuine is the Muslim feeling, and that he 
should consider himself very fortunate to be in a position to appreciate 
{his feeling and to be its representative. Indian Muslima have done 
remarkably well in giving unstinted support to him* When he comes 
to Simla, he should wail upon His Excellency as Mr, Gandhi did. He 
should further exert himself in convincing all his friends, including 
lilt Nawab Sahib of Bhopal, of the genuineness of the Muslim feeling 

•and see that the Nawab Sahib profits by holding the same views as the 

* 

hthir Indian Muslims, 

Herewith a statement which you and your friends might find of 
some use. There is nothing new in it. but it sums up the ideas that 
are entertained by thoughtful Mussalmans. 

Yours sincerely. 
FazW-Husain 


115 . 23rd May. 1931. 

Your Highness, 

Thanks very much for your kind letter of the Ut May. I showed 
it to Mis Excellency, and 1 am sure your wishes will be carried cut. 
I need hardly add that your selection is sound and good. 

Mr. Gandhi, in a moment of thoughtlessness, when talking to 
Muslim repicscntatjves at Delhi last April, threw, out a challenge as 
to the divided opinions among the M usi i m s. an d asked them to pwsent 
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ft united demftnd, and so oa. This put the Muslims on their mettle^ 
with the result that throughout the length aad breadth of India 
Muslims sttind tO'day united and also eacited. They demand their 
rightful position in the future Legislatures of the country, and they 
demand that they shall have separate electorates and would give them 
up when they feel they can. and not when they are called upon to do 
so by Mr. Gandhi or anybody else. As a matter of fact, when Lord 
Trwin was leaving Bombay, he realised the strength of MusMni feeling, 
j and this was reflected in the reply he gave to the Muslim Addxeift 
there at his departure. 

All the Muslim members who were there last year have had 
talks with me, and I feei Indian Muslims cannot thank you suQiciently 
for all you did. T know how very difficult it must have been to keep 
such heterogeneous set of people in order and invest them with some 
sort of unity ; but of one thing 1 am sure that no one could have 
done better than you, and I feel happy that you wjl! be there to took 
after the Indian Muslim interests. Ail Local Governnienu and 
the Government of India have been very considerate of Muslim 
interests up to a point, and I know there arc large sections of British 
public opinion which want to do all they can to help Indian Muslims. 
However, i entrust the whole matter, which is extremely important, 
to your care. 

With best wishes. 


1 remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl'i'Husain ^ 


116. 

Dear Iqbal, 


Simla, 

30th May, 1931. 


t 

w* 



r r* 


Yours just to hand- r. r 

1 had expected you to come to Simla and bad asked to 

bring you with him. You must really become more and adf)6 ietive 
every day. '■ 
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I think you did very well in the Working Committee moeiing, and 
1 trott this will enable you to patch up a sort of reconciliation 
between Congress Muslims and other Muslims. In fact, I sec from the 
papers that just as Gandhi asked Muslims to come to him united, so 
the idea is spreading in England that Indians—Hindus and Muslims^— 
should come to England united. This will give the right formula to 
His Highness the Nawab Sahib to present to Gandhi, and, on the 
basis of it, to settle first the matter of the six minority provinces— 
Madras, U. P„ C. P.. Bihar & Orissa and Assam, weightage being 
allowed in the case of the first four provinces is not objected to by the 
vast majority of the Hindus of these provinces ; and in the case of 
Assam there is no weightage to speak of. This will leave Bombay, 
Bengal and the Punjab. 1 have not included Bombay in the above- 
mentioned list because of the possible separation of Sind ; and the 
matter of Bengal and the Punjab is a bit controversial and can be 
settled when the matter of the first 5 mentioned provinces has been 
finished. As a matter of fact, that can be followed up by a similar 
statement in the case of the Frontier Province- When this U done, 
we should try to come to a settlement about Bengal, and lastly about 
the Punjab. Anyhow, we should stand firm, for therein lies the secret 
of success. 

You will be surprised to see this cuuLog from Hamdam. How 
anxious people are to create mischief 1 

Yours most sincerely, 

Fazl-i-Husain 


1 n. The Retreat, 

Simla, 

30th May, 1931. 

Dear Showkat, 

Thanks for letting me know that you will be coming to Simla on 
the 7th. 1 suppose you are meeting at Bhopal on the 4th. The Con¬ 
ference Working Committee at Lahore have hammered out a formula 
which seems to be quite sound. All Muslims are agreed that the mode 
of their representation is their own concern and that any change in 
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tlie prcient modt of rcpmeniation tihcuM be m accordance with the 
MusltBFtf ihemiclvce. The forawila says thai final decision on the 
aub^t must rest on referenduro, on thfc'vicwa of: the electorate, if the 
majerity of Muslim representaliTCS in any pfovhuaso dnire, or if a 
certam percentage of the voters ask for U, It is aot.quite-clear how 
mxT Of* ^ ground of the ttoubte in* 

eotved in obtaining the opkiion of ti» elactorato. Tbisv howevef, is 
not a very serious objection. The ahernative proposal ia to laave 
rf to a special majorKy of the Muslim representatives in any La*ia- 
latnre ; their decision to be confinned by the MtitVifli reprsieniaiiwa 
in the next Council. Wc all want pence andcoiword amongst Mu&lkns. 
and if either of the aTternatives sncoceds in doing that, I sura fte 
Indian Muslims wilt be grateful to those who have wot bed to being 

it about ' ... 4 , 

Your tour has been very successful- There is nothlBg like WftJniiir 

of the people to obtain their confidence. May God help us all 
betray the confidence the people repose ia us. AH who have seen me 
have spoken very highly of your work. 

With best wishes, 

Ftematn,''' ' 
Yours sHMnvoly, 
Faehi'Humin 


Ijg Simla, 

8th June, 1931. 

Dear Lord Irwin, 

1 was delighted to read your letter of the 19th May. I can ^pll 
appreciate the eatraordinarily difficult position you occupy in En^and 
when trying to enli^ten the British public and at the same time 
sure that in youi effort to do so you are not prejndifliHI 
tba ppjicy of Ih*. Goveenmeiit at home or the adiBinialriiliyp„|jfjon of 
die artkoritisa in India, but the reports 1 saw of your spepet 
pipaia flawed, that it satisfied these difficult req,uirefl)j^j|^i^ well 

indeed. 

Gandhi's, visit lo. Sunla and Naini Tal sea«^ created a 

greater stir in England than here, and the press there seems to indulge 
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ia broadcastini eveats which jiever occurfod. Hut's & pity. G«iidhr« 
visit, from his point of view as well as from oufs,*can be said to be, 
on the whole, a success. R certainly was not a fhthire. 

L myself do not attach much inportance to the work Oflhe 
Round Table Conference not oommencisg in the besianing of 
July and its now having been put down ftr the 'tegiitiiiBg of 
SopitBihex. Two months' delay means nothii^. especially ^hefcHhe 
Oo^nesB was not keen that it should be reaumed in luty. As:a maMef 
of fact, all parties here, including the Rrinc^, feel that they do not 
know much about the problem which they have to d»euss, and see 
dilfloillties which they had not seen before, and which p^isttbly may 
notiit there they come to tackle the problem. For the moment, 
however, everybody seems to be obsessed with the idea of diflleutties 
ahead. This has, no doubt, a sobering effect, but one never knows 
u4ien that sobering effect may dcvelopi into pessimism. 

You make mention of the Hindu-Wuslim dlfferenoes as to the 
mode and extent of renrcsenfatlon in the Legislature. I am afraid 
we are no nearer an flerc'»ment th*»n we were when von were here, 
fn fhet, the position taken no bv Gandhi in the beginning of Anril 
rendered the chances of awreemenf more remote than ever, and the 
agitation carried on since then has 'tended to broaden the ptilL I see 
grave danger ahead. Already. Mnsltms, ninued hv this attitude on the 
part of Mr. Gandhi, and on account of the sneeches made bv the 
Hindus of the Frontier Provmce and of the Pan iah, proceeded to 
emphasise the position that they always took—that they do not want 
any responsibility at the centre utilcsi their present proportion of 
FeprcMntation is guaranteed to them in the Central Legislature and 
in the Six Provincial Legislatures, and majorities in Bengal and the 
Punjab. The ffindu attitude, as reflected in the Hindu papers just 
now, is; 'Why should we strive to arrive at an agreement with 
Mualims. The Prime Minister has declared that there shall be res- 
poihsibllity iat the centre. Instead of agreeing to Muslims having 
weightage, Ac., let us do nothing and let the British Government 
give them weightage, Ac., and wc will then be in a position to pro¬ 
test against it, atvl thus, on having power, be entitled to do away with 
jt/ The Hindu papers argue : Tf wc Jot the Muslims have weightage 
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aod major itiei now under separate clectontes, we shall not be able 
to get rid of them later, but if the British Government imposes these 
on ijs» we shall be justified in throwing them overboard at the earliest 
possible opportunity*. This position they are able to tahe up because 
they feel assured that Prime Minister's declaration guarantees res* 
ponsibitity at the centre. 

Muslims, on the other hand, argue that they want no responsibility 
whatsoever at the centre in view of the feeling of hostility displayed 
by the ^ Majority Gommuaity , that the Prime Minister's declaratio& 
does not amount to very much ; and that the mentality disclosed by 
the majority community even at this stage of India's political evolu¬ 
tion is such that they cannot place any trust in it in the future when 
the. majorky community has real power, and so they should not hesi¬ 
tate to oppose frankly the political advance. 1 am afraid Mr, Gandhi 
does not keep himself well-informed as to what is happening amongst 
those who are opposed to him, while his friends give him optimistic 

catimalcs of the future, . * 

I have, until now, kept fairly well, but my had months are Auguat 


and September. ^ 

^ Now that the Federal Structure Sub-Committee is fixed for the 

beginning of September, it is not likely that the Round Table Cbn- 
ference will be over before Christmas time. My South African in¬ 
ference was fixed for the beginning of December. This I cannot agi^ 
to now, as I want Shastri and Corbett to be on the Delegation^ ’ I 
have asked His Excellency to request the Prime Minister to a 
private Message to General Hcrtxog asking him to put off 
Terence from the first week of December to the first week of 
I hope he has done it or will do it; otherwise, 1 do not kno^ ^t 
sort of Delegation I can take to South Africa, 

Those who arc going to London next August will hwW..*jH^rt- 
unities of meeting you, but those like me who afe.dabfned |kom 
serving on the Round Tabic Conference cannot look forvp^^lR^iat 


pleasure. 

With best wishes. 



I nmaUe ' ’ " 
y ovB nout^oicefel y , 
Fa«M*H||«aii| . 
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i Simla, 

8th June, 1931. 

Deaf Ziauddln, 

Yours of the 4th and its eaclosure^ 

CiDga Ram Khanna (?) Ram and I were together in the Oovt* 
College in 1893, He was in the second year, while I was in the first. 
He has changed very little since then- He is a fine felbw, and I rather 
like him. This is probably the second gold medal he intended 
giving to the Prime Minister. I believe he bad actually given him one 
some years ago. 

So Abdul Ghaffar is now in Bardolt, receiving instructions from 
Mr. Gandhi. When he returns, you had better have a talk with him 
to find out whai his instructions are. Probably, he will receive some 
•colding for his foolish attitude in the matter of seeing Goveromest 
officialB, while Mr. Gandhi is glad to see a Collector or even a Deputy 
Collector. Abdul GhaiTar Khan is alleged to have been avoiding 
meeting the Dy. Commissioner, the Commissioner or even the Chief 
CommissioDcr, I wonder if this is true. You might privately inquire 
from him. If this is true, the man is an utter fool. If tt it not, then why 
not arrange that be comes in touch with the Fro'nticr officials, and 
advise him to keep in touch with them in the futuie if he wants really 
to serve bis people. 

How is the work of your Committee progressing ? and how do 
you like your colleagues ? Hookam Chand is an old class fellow of 
mine. We were together at Cambridge too. Give him my salaams. 

1 trust you are all working with the object of doing two things ; 
The first and foremost, what Is in the best interest of the province, 
and, secondly, as far as possible, to meet the public demand. 1 need 
hardly add that to me the first is the real object. When are you likely 
to finish. 

With best wishes, 

I remain. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl‘i-Husain 
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120 Retreat, 

Simla, 

20th June, 1?3I, 

Dear Malik Sahib, 

YoniB of the 12th inst., also sendiag me certain cMreapmd- 

cti«, 

I uecept your selectioo that the memorial be after the patteiti of 
the memorial foi the grave of Agha Sham sudd in Shah executed aad 
sekciod Sicilian marble mounted on solid worked siona landjjc, 
estimated cost £45.10.0. 

As to the inscription, no doubt, at the top you will have 
and at the end 

4^1 Ul J ^ U 1 

Things here are in a fair way. The Oongress if occupl^ in 
Uoffiftg. They have treated Indian Mutlims very badly. There are 
09 MusUms in the Congress fold who are strong enough to peniiadP 
the Congress to act in h just and righteous manner. We should do 
<wrb«M to sac that India affords scope for free and aoU-rtspacUng 
Muslims to live in it A great and onerous duty devolves ufiop the 
British Parliament to sec that justice is done to all and India s^gvod 
from possible chaos, but if we have to pass through the stage ofe^os, 

the BOQner the better, r . 

I will bear in mind what you have ^said as to suggestion; for 
additional ■ representation of Muslims to case it is called foi*. ^ 

With best wishes, 

1 remain, 

Yours sinthrcly, 
Farf-i-Huiaih 


Coafidcadal 

121 Altamont Vdla 11 , 

Datjceliog, the 20th June, 1951, 

Deaf Sir Faitl-i-Husaiu, 

i am extremely sorry for the unpardonable delay in replying to 
your letter. I find iu going through the file that our objection to the 
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proposal IS based on two grounds—firstly want of funds and secondly 
in our opinion we arc doubtful about its proving very useful to the 
province- As far as the first is concerned unfortunately the Govern- 
meni of India do not realise the gravity of the financial position of 
BengaL During the last two years we cannot get any money for any 
new recurring expenditure unless h is absolutely urgent or inevitable* 
This year we have to borrow about a crore of rupees for our 
ordinary expenditure. Although the amount required is small yet it 
is useless to go up to Government for sanction as it will be turned 
down immediately by the Finance Department and other membeni of 
Government, On the question of the utility of a Central Organisation 
I am of opinion that the co-ordination between the various provinces 
can be effected by means of the Educational Commissioner of the 
Government of India and very little benefit will result by the cstabJish- 
ment of the Central Advisory Bureau of Education. 

■I 

I would very much like to have agreed to the proposal in view of 
the interests taken by you in it but I know for a fact that the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal will not agree to the new recurring expenditure on 
Ibis account at the present lime* You cannot realise how hard up wc 
arc and how difficult it is for us to carry on. 

You promised to visit Eastern Bengal during July and August., 
I would request you very much to kindly come as proposed by you 
when you were in Calcutta. There it a great deal of confusion of 
thought among the Mussalmans of Bengal and if they can get an i 
opportunity of meeting you it will be possible for you to solve roost 
of their doubts and bring about unanimity amongst them. If you 
decide to come please let me know beforehand so that the people of 
Eastern Bengal give you a fitting reception. 

Yours sincecely 
Na^imuddin 

The Hon'ble Sir M, Fazl-i-Husaio. K. C. I. B*. 

The Retreat, 

Simla. 
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Priffttc & coiildentitl 

122 The Retreat, 

SLmla. 

25th Juae, 1931. 

My dear Nazimuddin, 

Yours of the 20tii. 

Bombay has agreed to join in, so only the two provinces left out 
are Bengal and Madras. 1 am afraid the Snaocial implfcations of the 
proposals, so far as Bengal revenues are concerned, have not been 
made quite clear in our letter, because they amount to nothing more 
than the travelling allowance of your representative which, I under' 
stand, would he between Rs. 300/' and Rs. 500/- a year, and you 
won’t convince anybody by saying that out of your ordinary contitt’ 
gencies of the Education Department, Rs, 300/- Jn a year could not be 
found, However, it is a matter for you to decide, but it does seem a 
pity that in a scheme tike this, Bengal should be one of ihe two pro' 
vinccs holding out. 

] remember my promise of coming to Bengal during the Monsoon 
weather and intended to carry it out but your letter under reply, 
though pressing me to conw places me in a rather awkward position 
because if I come and you have to accompany me, it will involve the 
province in a great deal of cost of your travelling which will run into 
a figure covering more than 5 years’ travelling allowance of your 
odicer on the proposed Education Board of the Govt, of India- How 
would it do for you to do half the travel] ing with me and let the other 
half stand over to pay for the Education Board travelling allowance 
for the remaining term of your office before the new refomu come in, 
With best wishes, 

1 remain 

Yours flincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain, 


123. 29tb June, 1931. 

l>ear Showkat AM, 

f was very sorry indeed that your visit and the visits of so many 
leading men should have coincided with my being in bed. 1 was very 
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much put out about it» 1 got up to attend a meeting of the £:iiecutive 
Council the day I met you coming from the Vicercgat Lodge and 1 
heard that you had left the same day. T was very sorry indeed not to 
have had an opportunity of a talk, T trust Providence will give us an 
opportunity in the near future. 

T am extremely sorry to hear that some people, out of sheer mis^ 
chief, are trying to create mis apprehension in the minds of two 
Muslims, r should like to be abte to serve the Muslim, high-placed 
or otherwise, and I should never like to do anything which might, 
however remotely, do any injury or harm to any one, I am, therefore, 
asking you, in case there is any misapprehension or misunderstanding 
so far as I am concerned, to let me know to enable me to tell you 
whether there is any foundation for it or not and also to enable you 
to prevent mischief being done. 

1 beard your daughter was not very well. Please let me know 
how she is. 

With best wishes, 

I remain. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i •Husain, 


124 29th June, 1931. 

My dear Umar Hayat, 

Thanks very much for yours of the 19th. 

Assuming all that you have said U true, it only means that there 
may have been a motive but there is no evidence of anything sinister 
contemplated or done by the Doctor or the boys. There is a Tribunal 
above in a better position to deal with wrong-doers to case there were 
any. and no useful purpose can be served by instituting inquiries as 
there are no data, no evidence, no material, which can help inquiries 
in any way, so we had better drop the matter there. 

As regards Naim^s tomb, & c., I have already infornied you 
that I accept your decision and wish that to be carried out. 

As regards reforms, & c., the Muslim mind is very much agitated. 
At present the responsibility rests with the British Parliament for 
ruling India justly and efhciently, and yet the Cawnporc tragedy has 
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been enaerted. Thig has tnQanaed the Muslim mind a great dcal^ 
tncidenis like those of Benares and Cawnpoie and elsevvhere where 
Muslims have acted in the eiiercise of their lawful rights and have 
been victimised by the Congress and its supporters for not joiaiog the 
civil disoE>ediencc movement, and the failure- of the authorities to 
protect the law-abiding citizens in the exercise of their trading rights, 
have shocked the Muslims. I hope there will be no serious reactions, 
but if there arc, there will be a conftagration which no power, how# 
ever mighty it may be, could quench. 

With best wishes, 


I remain. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl‘t‘HuBala. 


125 29th June, 1931. 

Dear Shafoc Daoodi, 

I am sorry 1 was not able to see you the day you left. 1 trust you 
are quite well. I am much better now. 

You never told me about the Carnatic family pension matter. 
Please let me know whether the drafts I gave you are satisfactory so 
that action in pursuance thereof may take place. 

We should try to strengthen the Conference organization by your 
having a paid man at the headquarlers, i. e., Patna, and you should 
also make plans for taking deputations round to important places, 
especially whenever a Provincial Conference is being held, as for 
example the forth^coming one at Dacca. Funds for this purpose have 
to be secured. 

When are you likely to come to Simla next 7 

1 think the Working Committee of the Conference has now fully 
apprehended the matter^it was a mistake to bold conversations 
between the Conference and Some Muslims who hold different views. 
The only organization which can hold conversations with the Con¬ 
ference is the Congress itself and also In the position of one who 
makes offers not in order to invite offers. Again, when anybody 
wants to have conversations, the matter to settle first is a list of the 
points on which the two parties agree. Those points should be fully 
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and precisely stated and published, and then those points on which 
opinions diifcr should be clearly and fully stated and the opinions of 
each side also mentioned, and then effort should be made to arrive ai 
a compromise, [ hope you will bear this in mind and also impress 
the importance of these principles on alt your friends. 

With best wishes, 

I remain. 


Yours sincerely, 
FazM’Husaio, 


126 29th June, 1931. 

Dear Ghuznavi, 

Thanks for your letter just received. 

I am very glad Indeed to hear that arrangements for the 
Muslim Conference are getting on very nicely. 1 hope and trust you 
and Abdullah and Shahid will all go and contribute to make a 
thorough success of it- There is nothing hkc a combination when a 
common danger is threatening you all. Hold together. 1 have been 
praying to God that Bengal Muslims become strong and that those 
who are filling posts of authority should serve the cause of the people 
they are intended to serve. Now is the time for you all to prove that 
my prayers have been heard. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain. 


private 

127 Brook Mill House, 

Naini Tal. 

July 3,1931. 

My dear Sir FazM-Husain, 

I had been tbinking of writing to you for some time but, partly 
on account of indisposition and partly on account of heavy work In 
connection with retrenebmeot, 1 could not do so. 

The result of the conference between the sc called nationalist 

P 

Muslims and the cepresentatives of the rest of the community is out. 
t never expected them to come to any settlement. The position taken 
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up by Maufana Shaukat Ali and othera seems to me quite eorfect 
which amounts to this, -'Don't interfere. Give the community the 
right to decide their fate by referendum as they tike”. If self 
determination has any meaning then no body can doubt the 
correctness of their position. And thetr can be no stronger proof 
than this of the fact that it is Matilana Shaukat Ali and others who 
have the backing of the community and not the so called nationalist 
Muslims, although the views expressed by Dr. Ansari in his 
presidential address at Fandpore the other day are not very much 
ditferent from those which others not belonging to his group hold* 

1 have briefly given my own impressions about it and shall be 
..ery glad to have the beneht of your views, of course quite privately 
cn this question. It is necessary in my opinion that the Muslims 
should chalk out their programme for the next session of the Round 
Tabic Conference. 

Trusting that you are well, and with kindest regards, 

Yours Sincerelyt 
Ahmad Said, 

Hon*ble Mian Sir FazH-Husain Sahib, KC1£, KT. 

Simla. 


12* The Taj Mahal Hotel, 

Bombay, 

4th July, 1931. 

Dear Sir Fazl-l-Husain, 

It was very pleasant to receive your letter the other day with 
its friendly tune that your interest in my immediate and ultimate 
movements was not **whoIly impersonal''. Indeed, T expect a 
■'wholly personal” interest In my movements from my friends, even 
when they happen to be sinister and slandered bureaucrats like you ! 
Shall I answer your questions categorically and frankly 7 

As 1 have been ill recently, I have to move somewhat warily 
for a little while and Olympian heights do not come within the 
prescribed radius for heart trouble. So you will be deprived of 
shaking me by the hand in the dark-blue month of July in Simla. 
As for August, I am puzzled about my plans. I have a very tempting 
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offer from America again to go on a sia months’ tour with trumpets 
and banners I and should 1 decide to go, I shall start in August or 
September, As for London in August as an alternative programme, 
it depends entirely on whcihcr I am invited to offer my surpassingly 
true and valuable help and advice to gray-haired statesmen or not. 

I do not think that you visualise me as occorrtpanying any one, even 
the great and world-shattering little Mahatma in any merely advisory 
or accessory capacity T Should a Congress delegation decide to go, 
then I daresay 1 shall be automatically one of the delegation. 
Otherwise, of course, I can only grace the foggy metropolis of 
London in my personal but nevertheless representative capacity 
as the Wise Woman of the East I, 

1 hope that your health is really better now and that all the 
evil incantations against you do not take effect 1 Please give my love 
to your wife and the girls. Lelamani still mourns for the loss of 
her special friend. You know what great friends your son and she 
were at Lahore. 

1 have a Working Committee on the 7th and the decisions lie in 
the closed list of the Gods. 

All kind greetings from 
Sarojtni Naidu. 


j 29 Simla. 

My dear Lord Irwin, 6th luly, 1931. 

Many thanks for your letter of the 26th June, 

Things are getting very confused indeed, I believe, in England 
no less Ilian here. There is an epidemic of confusion apparently. 
Everybody seems to be more interested in creating troubles than in 
removing obstacles. I am afraid Gandhi is very much involved, 
and 1 cannot believe he can he either happy or hopeful. Hindu- 
Muslim differences are worse than they have ever been before, and 
a stage is reached where they lake opposite sides of the problem 
irrcipcctive of the merits of it. That is deplorable. Still, no one 
can help it- 

You might have heard of Dr, Ansari's proposals at Faridpore. 
He has adopted the Muslim Conference programme, except as to the 
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mode of election, and wetgbEage to MusUths under certain 
circumstances^ Now, what is the use of A osar j making these 
proposals unless the Working Commiltee of the Congress accept his 
proposals. If they do not, the matter is nowhere nearer solution. 
In case they adopt them, then, practically, only the question of the 
mode of election is left to dispute, and 1 do not sec His Majesty*s 
Oovermnent can have any dilficuUy in the way of adopting the 
suggestion contained in your Despatch on reforms last year, i. e,, 
including machinery for bringing in joint electorates In the future 
whenever Muslims feel reassured on the subject. 1 wonder whether 
you would care to advise Gandhi not to spoil things by accentuating 
Hindu-Muslim differences or by letting Hindu-Muslim differences 
get accentuated. 1 understand he is wise enough to see the mistake 
of it, but that his Cabinet which includes men of rather eittrcmist 
views against Muslims will not let him move in the matter. 

Arrangements for my South African Delegation are progressing. 
Shasiri has definitely agreed, and I believe Corbett has almost 
definitely agreed. 

J trust Lord Clarendon will be as helpful as Lord Althone was. 

Have you by any chance met His Highness the Aga Khan? 
DonH you think he is the most suitable man to be the head of 
the Muslim part of the British Indian Delegation? He seems to be 
in some doubt as to the ultimate intentions of the British people. 
Well, I suppose the British people have no mind on the Indian 
question in the sense that (hey know what ought to be done. As a 
matter of fact, one is not quite sure whether His Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment know exactly what they want. Therefore, none of us can be 
sure as to what line to take with a view to bring about a successful 
settlement. Under the circumstances, the line 1 have always taken 
is to do what 1 feel is right, and not to pay the slightest attention to 
what others think is right or wrong, because 1 can never feel sure 
(hat in these days politicians always mean what they say. However, 

I think Indian Muslims may count on your support when they are 
in London, and, within reason, 1 have not the slightest doubt you 
will be ready to give them ail the help you can. 

Please convey the best wishes of my wife mid daughters to 


161 


Ijidy frwiji. 


f ieiiia}ti. 


Yours niQSt siuoetcjy^ 

Fazl'I’Husaiq, 

The Right Hon*ble Edward Frederick Lindtey Wood, 

Baron Ir^in of Kirby Underdale, G, C. S. I., O, C L E., P. C., 
SS, Raton ^uare. 
jU>ndoiu W., (England). 


130 The Retreat, Simla* 

eth July, 1931. 

I 

My dear Nawab Sahib, 

I am extremely sorry to hear that you have been indisposed, 
and I can naturally sympathise with any one who has not been well 
because I myself have been laid up for many days recently, I trust 
you are now quite well. ^ , 

As to communal matters, I am glad you have already noticed^ 
that what Dr. Ansaft has stated to bo his proposals at the Faridpore 
conference consist in a repetition of the All-Parties Muslim 
Conference proposals, except in two respects ^ 

‘ (1) extent of representation in the minority provinces, i* 

U- P., Bihar, Madras, Bombay, C, P», Assa*? I a^d 
(2) Mode of representation. 

As to extent of representaion in the Punjab and Bengal, it wonld 
app^r that there is no diCTerence, but then Dr, Ansari has nut 
stated that these are the opinions held by all the Muslim Congress 
men Again, even if they are held by the Muslim Congressmen, tba^ 
it not much use unless they are also held by the Working Committee, 
of the ingress and are acceptable to the Hindus and hit Majesty’s. 
Government- Dr, Ansari and his Congress Muslim friends should, 
urge upon the Workjng Committee of the Congress to adopt their, 
proposals. If they succeed and there is a fairly good agreement ittf 
the country, both Congress and Muslims should press the British 
Government to accept (Iwm, but *!»« very many obstacles ig. 
the way, and those obstacles should be overcome by the CongrPSf. 
lodinn Mtialihis cannot afToid to go on < preseidthg glterngtivi 
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demands and making themselves generally ridiculous, I entirely 
agree with you that it is necessary for the Muslims going to the 
Round Table Conference to chalk out their own programme, 1 trust 
action will be taken in that direction. 

With best wishes, 

I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazi-j-Uusain, 

Capt. Nawab Sir Muhammad Ahmad Said Khan of Chhatari. 


Ill The Retreat, Simla. 

6lh July, 1931, 

My dear Aga Khan, 

1 am most thankful to you for youis of the 5th June, and I very 
well appreciate the soundness of the position you have indicated 
therein. Muslims are not in a position to make any oSbrs or to take 
up any attitude other than that taken up in general t'ernis in the 
Conference Resolution when you presided over it The mistake 
made at the last Round Table Conference, if 1 may be permitted to 
say so, lay in the Muslims taking the initiative to bring about a 
settlement. The initiative must come from the majority community, 
and after some eflorts, we are moving in that direction. The Muslim 
position in India is, on the whole, satisfactory, Indian Muslims 
stand united under the Delhi Conference Resolution. All efforts to 
dislodge them have failed. Dr. Ansar! has now put forward certain 
proposals, and the difference lies mainly, though not entirely, in 
the mode of election ; but Dr. Ansari’s proposals carry no weight 
unless they have the support of the Congress, and the Congress has 
not ^mmitted itself to supporting them. What wo want is some 
proposals which have the support of the Congress and are acceptable 
dot only to us but also to His Majesty’s Oovernment, We cannot 
give up the position which we occupy at present moreiy in the hope 
that Gandhi may try lo persuade the Hindu community to agree to 
them, or in the belief that His Majesty's Government will eudorso 

them, 

* 

We all suffer Rom this very great diinculty—'We do not know 



where His Majesty’s Govern men I or the British Pari i'amciit mean to 
make a stand, r do not beiieve they know it -themselves, 
Therefore, it is necessary that MusHms should not eathu<e over 
anything whether it » centra? responsibiitty, or Dominion stains or 
Simon proposals, or no advance^ Situated as we are, we cannot do 
an^^hing but to watch, and seeing the trend of events, mould our 
policy tn the best interests of the community and the country. 

lam very glad indeed to hear that you have decided to be in 
India after the Round Table Conference is finished. Your presence 
here will be of the utmost value to Indian Muslims. I may not be 
here at the time, very much to my regret, because I may have to 
lead the Indian Delegation to South Africa," but I have not the 
slightest doubt that Indian Muslims will, with one voice, welcome 

yon, and your presence here will enable them to cement various 
schools of thought. 

With the best of wishes, 

I remain, 

Youn most sincerely, 

Fazl'i'Husain. 

His Highness the Aga Khan, G.C.S.I., O.Cl.E., G.C.V.O, K.C.I.E,, 

Rltz Hotel, 

Piccadilly, London, W.I. 


The Retreat, Simla. ' 

15th July, 1931, 

My dear Mra. Naidu, 

I am sorry to hear you have been recently ill, but therein I have 
been keeping your company from a d istance. I was myself in bed about 
10 days in June and have not been very well during this month. 

So, you are not coming to Simla. That's a pity. Still, it is 
worth knowing that you contemplate a trip outside India. 1 do not 
tec how Mr. Gandhi can be in England without you. Still, how 
can 1 be in the know? All 1 can say is that if 1 were going to the 
Round Table Conference to represent the Congreu, f would not go 
without you. 

You talk of evil incantatioiu against me. Why, your party 
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leeiDi td be obieesed with thelf own ettatibii of me as n *God of 
Deslhictioti*4 Frankly. T cannot say the • Woffcin^ Coininittce has 
feCtcd wisely. Ai an outsider, 1 cannot understatid how it managed 
to bungle the whole aflTatf. But, mind you, thii il the vieW of an 
outsider* Hietu may be plenlly of just idea lion for the line it has 
laken, and my criticism may be entirely due to my ignoranoa of 
those circumstances. It seems to me that heart Without head is 
hot i safe guide, and head without heart is also dangerous. What 
the country and your Committee Which aspiits to lead the '(^untr^ 
need is a combination of the two, preferably, in a few individuals, 
and the bringing together of individuals, each possessing a head or 
I heart, can never make up for the lack of those Who possess both. 

As you are so good as to give me the privilege of a friend, 
taking personal interest Iti your movements, may 1 expect to be 
informed as soon as your porgramme for the nest Uiw moii^ Ik 
settled? 

With best wishes, 

1 remain. 

Yours sincerely, 

■ " Fail-i-Hotkin. 

Mrs. Sarojinl Maidu. " 

Taj Mahal Hotel, Bombay. 


f^3. 20lhluly, mi. 

Dear Sir Akbar, 

f understand you are sailing on the 15th of August. 1 wish you 
a pleasant passage and safe return after a very successful session of 
the Round Table Conference. ,, 

1 suppose the assistance which you said it had been decided 
upon to give to the Ati-India Muslim Conference has actually been 
given, i have not beard from the Secretary of the Institutioa 
saying that be has received any assistance. 

A .young man, Mr. Majid Malik, from Flemming Road, Tl^aidl 
Khui, Lahora, says that you need a good fournalim lisaist 
Ur. Picklbali who has been Director of the Informat^ii^u^u 
them. If so, I can only say that 1 have formed a BMKi. qpinioia 

~ ~ a ^ V +> 1 jf r M ^ 1 _ ' L ^ 
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of Mr. Majid Matik as a hard-working, enihusiaatic and capably 
Journalist, He has now experience of Journalism extending over 
3 to 4 yeara. 

1 trust your daughter-in-law is now quite weU. She bai not 
been keeping good health during the luit year or so. 

With best wishes, 

I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
^ Fazl-i-Husain. 


134. Simla. 

27th July, 1931. 

Dear Mievilie, 

' This morning I received the accompanying telcgraoo. Intimation 
received from different people in India shows that the feeling is growing 
very strong amongst Indian Muslims against the inclusioh of Aii Iitiaml 
tt does not seem worth while to me to embitter the Muslim feeling 
already very much embittered by the Congress Working Committee's 
ftesotution and the Machiavellian steps taken by them to make out 
in the Congress press that Muslims are divided between themselves. 
Like Aga Khan, t do not like the ideas of boycott, &c., developing 
amongst Muslima. All of us will do as advised by him in this 
tclegrami i. e., stand by what the majority decide. In view of ibis, 
I feel it is necessary to tell the Secretary of State how very strong 
the Muslim feeling tn India on the subject is, and my own view is 
that be should give up the idea of including Ali Imam^ but in case he 
cannot possibly do so, then to appoint the Hundu recommended 
by His Excellency along with All Iman. 1 believe, in your telegram 
you have advised this course, but, perhaps, the intensity of the Muslim 
feeling on the subject has not been sufficiently emphasised, So many 
unpleasant developments are possible in the event of an erroneous 
deoiiion that I feci it is' worth white letting the Secretary of Statq 
know the intensity of the Muslim fceliag* I have worried His 
Bcellency already about Lhis,bDtmy venturing to worry him once more 
Is due to moat uapleasent possibilities incase wliM 1 conaider a wrong 
decision is adnouaced. , : ..i 




1 sbftU be glad if you will retiini tbo cncloaure to ttie when 
dotia witb. ^ 

Yours sincerely,'^ 
Fazl-i-Husain.' 

H.C Miavftic Esq. CM O. P.S to H,E. the Viceroy. Siisla. 


135 Simla. 

Z8th July. 1931. 

My dear Shafaat Ahmad. 

Your lettera of the 24th and 26th iimt. 

You teem to be in some sort of haste and are not so calm as you 
ought to be. In the first place, f have seen no authorized announce^ 
meat as to the nomination of Ansari or Ali Imam. Again, you must 
not forget that the Ra)ah Sahib of Mahmudabad (may his soul rest in 
peace) was actually invited last year. Again, whatever lionoarng may 
take place of Gandhi in London, you Muslim members of the Delega* 
tion, if you played your cards well, would have a pull over all other 
comniunities inasmuch as you have AgaKhan who stands pre-eminently 
in English public life, and no more popular figure, whether English 
or Indian, exists there. So. if you held together and acted under 
Aga Khan*s guidance, no harm could possibly come to you. I must 
say I like a fight—a fight in which ! am placed at a little disadvantage 

as long as the di'^advantage is not very great i and 1 do not like your 
being so much frightened cither of Ansari or of All Imam. As for 
knowledge of comtitutional or political affairs, surely Ansari possesses 
none. I had admiration for his character' and for his motives and 
was prepared to overlook his views which were due to lack of know^ 
ledge, but during the last few weeks he seems to have done his best to 
convince all his friends and admirers that this partizanship of the 
Congress has deprived him of any sense of fafr-play or propriety. 

The Muslim press has already stated that Ali Imam and Ansari 
should not go as representatives of Muslims. This is the right line to 
take, and if it is right, there is no reason why it should not succeed. 

' Yes, 1 should like you to see me before you go. • ^ 

- How is it that '*Haindam*’ is veering round to joint-eloctontct T 
Is there an explanation forthoomlDg T 1 myself cannot find one. 



With belt viibes^ 


i67 


I remain. 
Yours sincerelyj 
Fazl-i-H'iisaia^ 
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Gnrrowby, 

h 

My dear Sir Fazlt, 

Buckiborpe, York 
29 th July, J931. 


Th»B js only a line to thank you for youi letter of the «th July, 
I am afraid you have beon having a tiresome time lately with Gandhi^ 
from the telegrams I have seen his attitude leems very tincertain* 
These further outrages in Bengal will have the effect of exacerbating 

opinion here as I gather from the cable reports they are also very 
naturally doing in India. ^ 


I huv« thought h grout deal «bout tho Hladu-Miulim ha,iBe« 
which $c«ni, to grow more difficult. I s,w tho Ag» Khio thi 
other day, and hoped to have been able to have a long talk to him in 
London but he was aot able to get bach from the Continent in lime 
I heard from him, however, a day or two ago suggesting thnt we should 
meet as soon as be returned, which I shall endeavour to arrange to do. 
I should suppose that he would naluraUy tahe the lead of the Mualims 
at the Conference aa he did before, and any help that j can give will 
as you know, be at the disposal of those who want it 


I had to make two or three speeches last week, which I bad been 
nnaious as far at possible to avoid, and I endeavoured to rafram 

from saying anyihing that would aggravate your difficultie, which are 

already great cnougii. 


A ll good wishes to yourself and your family. 

Youn sincoroJy^ 
Irwin, * 




Personal 

Hyderabad, 

Dcccan. 

^37 .. 29th July. I93L 

Dear Sir Fazt>UHusain. 

Many ihatiVs for yonr letter of the 20th July and for your good 
wiEbes for the work which U in front of me in London, t am relying 
•n your holding the Home Front while we are away, 

2, The All India Muslim Confcrertcc, We sent Rs. 25,000/- to 
the Nawab of Bhopal early this month to be distributed more or less^ 
in accordance with the suggestions you had made ; in the list of the 
grantees was the All India Muslim Conference, I have written three^ 
letters to the Nawab Saheb asking for a list of the authorities to whom 
he has actually disbursed the money, but he has sent so far only two 
lelegrams. The first one said that he would send me the account in 
2 or 3 days ; this was followed by a second "one statirtg that he was^ 
down with influeza and that therefore there would be some delay in 
his lending me the account, 1 am therefore in the dark as yet as to 

has or has not been paidJ If you come to know that nothing has 
been given by Bhopal to the All India Musi tm Conference, please inform 
me and I shall make such interim payment^ through such channel as 
you may lecommend. 

3, Mr. Majid Malik, Flemming Road, Thandi Khui, Lahore.* 
I have passed on his name to Mr, Pickihall, the Director of our 
InformatioB Bureau, I am sure he will give Mr. Majid Matik'a name 
every consideration, 

4, My son gave roe a fuU account of the interesting conversa- 
yqq you had with hiiit just before he left for Hyderabad. You will 
be interested to hear that the I.D.M, will Bbortly expire. We have 
refused it further financial assistance for reasons which you will app* 
reciate and the Paper's continued existence is now as far as I can see 
a question of days, 1 would have very much liked to fall in with your 
advice to come to Simla to inform the Viceroy as to our policy before 
1 sail for England. But I am afraid that is not possible. I wanted 
to sail on the Bth August, but His Exalted Highness has pressed me to 


I. Hotbiog. 

X 13 (brougb Ab. Hai, 
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tUy in Hyderabftd tin ihc^ la^t posiibk moment, and 1 have, thereforep 
hftd 10 postpone my departure till the boat which is sailing on the 
I5ih, In the circumstances I do not think that my absence away from 
Hyderabad at this stage would be acceptable to His Exalted Highnest* 
This is the chief, though not the only reason, 1 have to sec nay 
budget through the Executive Council before 1 leave as well as tie up 
a pood few loose ends and the days of my departure arc approaching 
with alarttiing rapidity ! 

5, I am enclosing for your personal and eonfidcMttat information 
a copy of the Instructions which we have framed, for your guidance in 
London, 1 would draw your special attention to what we have put 
down as our ''breaking points", and aEso to the annexurc to the 
iastruettons regarding the Beram. 1 trust that we wilt have youi 
support in regard to our claim to the Derars when, and if, the matter 
is discussed in Council, So far as you are concerned 1 need not 
emphasize the advantage tO the Mualinu at large in India and the 
added strength which would be given to a Muslim State by increiaing 
its sphere of infiuenoe should our proposals in regard to the Berars be 
aoeepted. The Rwident here it whole heartedly on our side and is a 
stout ally, 

6, I shall either myself or through Saleh endeavour to keep you 
mformed of the trend of events in London, It would assist me 
greatly if you could advise Moslem delegates to the Federal Structure 
Committee from your side to act in concert with Hyderabad in London. 

7, Many Ihantts for your kind enquiry about Sigrid, who has 
already begun to benefit by the rest and change and will, 1 hope, 
completely regain her normal health as a result of the trip to Europe. 
It li a great comfort to my wife and myself to have my son and 
daughter-in-law with us in this matter also we have to thank you for 
makrtig Saleh's deputation easy. 

. Both of them asked ntc to send you their kindest regards in which 


I joini 

1 remain. 


Yours liQcepEly. 
Akbar Hy^i 

^ ri ^ 


: Fs. 


-iiV' 
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139. Private 

The Retreat, Simla. 

31 July, I93U 

My dear Shafee Daoodi. 

Yours of the 28lh inst. 

I am catremely sorry to hear of your ill health and trust you will 
be able to throw ofiT your fever and recover your strength, for a great 
deal of the work of the Muslim community at this critical juncture 
devolves upon you, and it is of the utmost importance that you should 
keep well and strong. 

Thanks for letting me know about the flnanclal position. Z trust 
the requisite hnanctal support wjli be forth-coming. 

Is it right to assume that what the Associated Press says is 
correct ? There has been no announcement on the subject as to who 
are to be members of the minority communities or of the Round Table 
Conference. Therefore, I do not think you are justiSed in being so 
pessimistic. No doubt, there is a great deal of force in the position 
you take up, but can you deny that the Maharajah of Mahmudabad 
(may his sou] rest in peace) was actually nominated a member of the 
Round Table Conference, and be was going, and that it was on 
account of his tlloess that he did not go, and that he was not of the 
same school of thought as the Conference members ? It ig true that 
he wag not in the Congress, but still he was not with the Muslim 
Conference either. On the other hand, Muslims have, during the 
past few months, shown how sound and straight they are, how strong 
the Muslim feeling in India is in support of the Conference, and to 
that extent, 1 believe, Gandhi has done service to the Muslim commu¬ 
nity, viz., in bringing about solidarity and demonstration of that 
solidarity. 

You say you have invited Round Tablers to consider the question 
of the boycott of the Conference .under certain contingencies. Well, 
since Ago Khan tins taken the right constitutional position, (1) you 
should wait till you know the facts ; (2) in case the facts arc such 
that you feel that on matters of principle you are so prejudiced as to 
contider the question of boycott which now you recognise is an 
extreme political measure, then it it open to you to discuss the matter 
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privately'and confidentially, examine its pros and cons and then see 
whether you should adopt it or not, 1 would that even if you 

get a bare majority agreeing to boycott, even then you should not 
announce such a decision or make it in any way public, becauee you 
have not heard the absentee members. They may agree with you 
after arguing, or you may agree with them after arguing. This 
com id oration leads one to the concluaton that on the whole it would 
be best to discuss a matter like this when all or almost all memben 
are present, and then arrive at a deciajon, and not when only some of 
them are present. I shall be glad to hear if there are any new 
developments. 

With best wishes, 

i i remain, 


Yours sincerely, 


140. 

Dear Sir Akbar, 


Fazl-i-Husain 

The Retreat, Simla. 

5th August, 1931, 


Yours of the 29tb July. 

On inquiries made from Maulvi Md. Shafee Daoodi, Secretary, 
All-Parties Muslim Conference, it is found that nothing has been 
paid to him or to the Conference ; so, I have sent you information as 
desired by you saying that the Conference needs at least Rs. 10,000|>. 
This can be paid to the Conference cither direct to Msulvi Shafee 
Daoodi, Secretary of the Conference, or through the Hon'ble Malik 
Firoz Khan Noon, or through Haji Abdullah Haroon, M.L.A., of 
Karachi ; and a further sum of Rs. 5.000/- is badly needed for 
dissemination of news in which Muslim India Is particularly interested. 
Arrangements for this are being made by the Hon'ble Malik Firoz 
Khan, and this amount can be sent to him for this particular work. 

1 have read with great interest the enclosures to your letter. 
The instructions are very important and they mark a definite stage 
in the evolution of the scheme. , 

w. With best wishes, 


I remain. 


Yours tincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 
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141, Finance Member^ Nizamis 

Government, Hyderabad Paccan- 
dth August, 1931. 

Wy dear Sir FazI-i-Husain, 

In reply to your telegram of the 5th August I tent you tbe 
rollowing telegram yesterday 

“Reply your telegram fifth Muslim Conference followa by post 
HydarL^' 

X received a letter from the Nawab of Bhopal dated the Slit Ju^ 
ia which he promised to let me know in the course of a day or two 
the distribution of the sura of Rs. 25,000/- placed at his disposal 
towards the object® mentioned ia the enclosure tg my letter to you of 
June iStb copy of which lam sending herewith for ready reference. 
I am ansiously waiting for his letter and witi take suitable action as 
toon as I bear from him. As you will readily understand we have to 
hold our hand without knowing how the Nawab Saheb has in actual 
fact distrlbuied the money. 

With kind «g.rd.. 

Akbar Hydari 


142 . Tlw Retreat, Simla. 

10th August, 1931. ^ i; 

Detr'Mrs, Naidu, 

You promised to let me know your programme as soon gs it was 
settled, but I notice from the papers that you are sailing for Eoglfpd 
by the next boat <P & OJ. If this is so, then | hasten to wish ypif a 
safe and pleasant passage, and a very happy and successful lipie- in 

London. 

I suppose, in the ordinary course, the Round Table Confcfencc 
will keep you in London right up to some time in E>ec^nb^. | am 
trying to constitute an Indian Delegation to South Africa. IJp yPV 
think ‘the Wise woman of the East' will be able to try her great wisdom 
• nd wonderful tact with the Delegation of the Self-governing Domi¬ 
nion of South Africa, If requested to do so?’ The subject as you 
kpqiy, if pot only extremely difficult but also exceptionally dei icate 
and needs very, very careful handling Indeed, t mysolf know ver^ 



Hftle of the subject i fee}, thercfor<|| ^ very ^fcat oe^ Infixed of 
tbo$9 wbo k^w jt well, 
t wiiba, ^ 

1 remaiiit 
Yqiih siDcereJy, 
Ful-i-Hu»ejo 


m ByAirMeil 


The R«tree(, Simla, 

IQth Aunjtt, lil3J. 

My dear Aga IChao, ' ^ 

I am miteb'obligati tP you for youf , telegrimi and for )||t jjia 
<#}rts you have bocfi s»akmg in 9HP4f<^rt|PS tkO; cause* The 

Pgcfeial Stroctuta Sab-Comniutfe, llje CpjiMnitiec and tbe 

Round Table Confereoce now are i|lj' fe^pQ^tita^ed. here 

(Ml that there qight lia>^ hoo^ ^dcrgl 

Rupture Sub-Committee, |)ut I do i^t thilhit fey pflTort should now 
be made to hive one bfouiht on. In f^, it woulfl |)o best to treat 
the ConunitteM as fijqaUy made aud pew man should be, put oi^ 
^em exoejpt when it is to fill a vacancy which has occurred since they 
were formed. 


^mrn- 


On the whole, the Committees are fair. 'Muslims here have ea- 
pressed'a certain amount of rwmmcm at the inclusiQQ’' of Si^ Ali 
[mam, but then, last year the Maharaja of Mahmut^bad was ioejud^ 
and it was only on account of iliness that he was not able to attend ; 
• 0 , the inclusion of Sir Ail Imam cannot be any serious grievance. 
Moreover. Sir Ali imam has not always been identified with the 
Congress. It is tine that in 192S he identified himself with the Nehru 
Repon by signing it on trust, and since theu he has not identified 
himself with the Delhi Conference ; but I believe It was in 1927^ 
1926, that he was at Aligarh very strongly for separate eJectothtes'^d 
for Muslim claims, and that created quite a stir in India amfa' Sutter 
in the Congress Camp. So, when be it in Londou and is st^ngly 
pressed to join the Muslim momben, he may revert to hii AlJgarlt 
posilton ; but to secure his agreemeat, it will be a miitake to alter 
anything in the Delhi Conference Resoiution. In fact, the view genorw 



•Tly beTd by Indian Muslinu it that no altofatton rn it sfioutd be 
agreed to ; and if Hif Majnty^s Govemuent make ao alteration, it 
can be tvbmttted to as the order of the Supreme Constitutional 
Authority, but not by way of agreement, because the proposals are, 
in fact, the very minimum. 

Again, Indian Muslims arc anxious that the matter of their re¬ 
presentation in local and central Legislature, both as to mode and 
■mount, be settled by His Majesty^s Government before the Federal 
Struciure^SutHCommiUee makes any progress. This matter, however, 
you will be able to settle when the members of the Federal Structure 
Sub-Committee reach you. 1 trust you will be in London ^when the 
Committee meets, at all events, to give them a start. Jinnah will not 
be there ; so, there will be 4 memben^Shafi, Sultan Ahmad--the old 
members—, and Sbafaat and Zafarullah—the new members. Indian 
Muslims feci that if the work of the Federal Structure Sub-Commit' 
lee ia oompleied, and the matter of the mode and amount of Muslim 
repretentatioD in local and central Lcgtilatures is not decided, non' 
Muslims will exert very considerable influence on His Mjjcity*s 
Government to prejudice the Government in arriving at a decision. 

AH this will involve a great deal of work for you, bui of one 
thing 1 am certain that all the Muslim members will place (bemseiven 
entirely at your disposal and have great faith in your judgment, love 
of Islam and fair-ptay to do so. 

With best wishes, 

1 remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain ■ 

His Highness the Aga Khan, 

G.C.S.L. G.CLE., K.C.V.O., K CJ.E, 

Ritz Hotel, 

Piccadilly, 

London. 
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144. The Retreatf Simla. 

10th August^ 1931. 

Dear Shafaat Ahmad, 

T suppose now you must be busy getting ready. I trust you have 
with you the Conference Resolutions passed by the. famiaUi-Ulma of 
Maulana Kifayat Alt and Maulana Ahmad Said. Gandhi and the 
Congress Muslims will try to make out that here it an influeotial re< 
ligious body of Muslims supporting the Congress proposals. If you 
study their Resolutions, past and present, carefully, you wilt hnd that 
as a matter of fact, the JamiatH-Ulma do^ not really support the 
Congress on the Hindu programme : Firiity, they all stare on the 
assumption that adult franchise prevails ; secondly, they all want 
majority in the Punjab and in Bengal established on population 
basis ; thirdly, they all talk of Civil Laws governing Muslims being 
outside the jurisdiction of Legislatures and Governments. In other 
words, taking the decision as to mode of election being practically 
settled by the last Round Table Conference, the Jamiat supports the 
Muslim claims for majorities in the Punjab and in Bengal. You 
should have the Resouttions, in ex/ense, with you. 

Similarly, you should have with you Ansari's Faridkot speech 
and other statetueots he issued, again emphasising the assuring of 
majorities to the Punjab and Bengal and also talking of adult fran- 
chise, Similarly, such Bengal Muslims as support this view also pro¬ 
ceed on the assumption of adult franchise aad majorities bemg 
assured. You should have reports from pro-Congress papers of such 
speeches and resolutions. 

I trust you will write to me from Bombay or Aden as to your fellow 
passengers, &c., and then continue to keep me informed of develop¬ 
ments. \ 

" r 

I remain,- 
Yours suiMrely,: 
Fazl-i'Husain 


With best wishes. 
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Simla. 

lOth August, 1931. 


My dear Andrews, 

I have not heard from you now for some lime. As you know, 1 
have been busy piecing together the South African Delegation. Shastri 
and Corbett have agreed to go. That is very satisfactory. When are 
you likely to be free of the Round Table Conference to reach South 
Africd 7 T attach very great value to your being there before the 
Indian Dtlegation reaches there. What do you yourself think about 
ft? I suppose Sbastri and Corbett will haVe to leave London some lime 
In the middle of December, Do you think you will be able to precede 
them or not ? 

Bajpai has not been very well; and I believe he will be coming over 
to London shortly, but he will return to pelhi about, the middle of 
November, and then leave about the middle of December with ite 
Delegation. I shall be grateful if you wili let me know if any matter 
baa to be worked up here in my Secretariat. 

^ With best wishes, 

1 remain, , 
Yours sincerely, 
f^ji7.1>i-riti&aiD 

ftell, b. Aridrews, 

1 ti citiwr Street, 
i^don, ^.di. 

^ . J " - j 


( 45 ^ 112, Gower Street, 

, London W.C L 
August, 1931 

Deal Sir Fa^li Husain, 

I want to tell you my plans about South Africa. have booked 
my passage provisionally on the Arundel Castle which starts on 
Septemtfey ISth,- but I may have to go a week or a fortnight later to 
Siblfi Jiftibk: All depends on Mahatma Gandhi^s visit here 

■ 4l hig deeortd to me absolutely vital that 1 should reach South 
Africa in time to unite the Indian jCommunity in a common policy 
and prepare the case for them to the utmost degree possible in order 
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that there may be no failure on our part when the Conference takes 
pl^ in January. Saistri will obviously not be available until the last 
moment ; tbercfoie this part must be done by myself in conjunction 
with Sir Kiirma Rcddl who will value more than anything my help in 
this matter^ I am so thankful to hear rram his son that his health 
continues to be greatly improved. This indeed is the best news I have 
had. 

There can be nothing more importani with regard to Indians 
abroad than the setdement of this South African question, and T am 
earnestly praying to Qod to give us all right guidniue in the matter* 

With regard to East Arrlca, 1 have had a unique opportunity this 
summer in making clear to important people, the Iniiau Government’s 
point of view (which is my own point of view) about Indian condi* 
tioas there. I did not give actual evidence before the Commission 
because I found that it would not be necessary ; but 1 have seen some 
of the Commissioners personally and they know my own strong 
pplnions which are those of the Government of India. The Governor 
of Britiih Ouiana has written me a very long and important letter 
which I shall try to enclose in this envelope. He is very optimistic 
as you will notice, and eager for a renewal of immigration into British 
Ouiana from India. 1 have told him, in reply, that the first consi^ 
deration in this matter must be rather the question of a Steamer 
Service than a renewal of any form of immigration. If a regular 
Steamer Service were started, people would go backwards and for^ 
wards quite naturally, but if there Is no steamer service then unnatu¬ 
ral conditions are ceriain to grow up between the two countries such 
as I have personally witnessed in British Guiana itself* I know you 
would agree with this argument of mine* 

With regard to Fiji. I have received the greatest help from Dr. 
Beattie, who is a very remarkable friend of the Indians in Fiji and 
greatly loved by them. His main point in conversation was that Mr* 
Pearson's position as an official of the Fiji Government, is not really 
a sufficient protection and support for the Indians in the Island, 
although, at the same time, he speaks in the highest terms about Mr. 
Pearson himself and hts goodness. He thinks the time has come for 
an agent to be sent who will be outside the Fiji Covernment rather 
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than part of it. I hope to be able to send yon his Iciiet; 

There Is one matter which has been very much on my mind wiih 
regard to my own home work in India at Santincketaji under the 
Poet, Rabindranath Tagore, T believe he has bad very great mlsfor- 
tune hitherto in forwarding his request for a grant towards the 
agricultural work he is doing, which is of an alMndta character, and 
about which I can personally vouch that it promises the veiy best 
possible results. He spoke to me, when I was with him last year, 
about his own deep disappointment and 1 think he has made a further 
application for a grant, I know how bad times arc just now, but I 
do not think any work in the whole of India deserves more support 
from the Government of India than this which he himself is doing. 
He bos freely given my own services on diflerent occasions for work 
on behalf of Indians abroad. Whenever I have asked him for leave 
of absence, he has never on one single occasion refused to allow me 
to go, either to South Africa or Fiji or Britiab Guiana, He has also 
encouraged me to go again this year to South Africa. I feel that I 
have an appeal on this account to the Government oflndta, to help him 
in his great Bgricuttural work, when he is $o generously giving me up 
for service, and 1 k now that you yoursel f will feel the justice of that^ 
appeal as well as the Viceroy. 

I have not mentioned this to anyone else and I have made this 
appeal to you without any request from the Poet himself, but you 
yourself will easily understand how my deap love for hioi makes me 
extremely anxious to relieve the burden which he la bearing and has 
found almost too heavy to bear. 

1 should be very grateful to you if you could kindly show this 
tetter and its important enclosures to H, E. the Viceroy. 

Yours very sincereiy, 
C. F. Andrews 

147. Foreign and Poliiical Department, India. 

Simla, 

t4th August, 1931. 

My dear Sir Fazli Husain, 

May I invite a reference to Pearj' letter to Bajpai, No. 1148- 
L.F.N. dated the 5th of August. I think yon will probably agree that 
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it is a great pily that no decision was taken in Council this tooming. 
My information, which comes from a source in which I have coti^ 
siderablc confidence, is that this matter of electoral reforim is m 
certain circles being regarded as something in the nature of a test 
case. After years of doing nothing Government ha^ made numerous 
promises to the North-West Frontier Province, but so far has done 
actually nothing. If we could get a move on over Municipal and 
District Board elections, it would be taken as an earnest of sinoerhy. 
What Pears says about the delay that would now necessarily attend 
an alteration in the elected proportion seems to be well founded, and 
in our opinion it is above all things importanit that there should he 
no delay. I would therefore suggest to you, with H.E/s aulhoriiy, 
that a possible solution might be found as follows. Pears should be 
instructed to carry on as rapidly as possible on the proportion already 
agreed upon subject to the alteration (which would not affect the 
allocation of seats) of the elected element being fixed at 51 and the 
remainder at 49. If the local bodies feel strongly about the elected 
proportion, there seems to be no reason why they should not take it up 
themselves at once as soon as they come into being and work out the 
necessary arrangements themselves. That would give them something 
to do and to think and talk about 

Yours sincerely, 

£. B. Howell 

P.S. If you would like to discuss this will you let me know T 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mian 
Sir Fad-j-Husain, KCIE., Kt., 

Member of Council (£.H. & L), Simla. 


I4g. Camp Kandagbit, 

17th August* 1951, 

My dear Sasiri, 

1 am extremely sorry to find from yours of the 6th inst. that you 
have been ill. Well, 1 have been myself indulging in that luxury 
during the last few weeks as I gcneraliy do in Simla* and came here 
the day before yoiterday for a change, and will be returning to Simla 
next week. 



I do hope hy the time you get my letter you will hat* ealitely 
feobvcred your health and your strength. The Federal Structure Sub- 
Oooimlttee mvolvet a great deal of work. 

Ft lA a ptty Mr* Oandht did not go by the hisi hoatJ ' I am aTraid 
those who have a preponderating voice in the Working CbmmiUee 
wanted to place all sortt of obstacles in his way, and every effort to 
■take it easy for him to go was thus frustrated. Apparently, thet!^ 0 Q* 
gieils working Committee, proceeding on the well*recognised fact that 
Qoviii&nient was most anxious to get Gandhi attend the Round Table 
OonferOiiee, felt they could use that position to make demands which 
erdlntrily they would have hesitated even to make. Personally, I 
tbmh, somehow or other, Mr. Gandhi will join you ; it may be a 
nwdk or two later but in these days people do not always act ration- 
a%, so one cannot be very hopeful of one^s foreeast- 
With best wishes for a speedy recovery, 

1 rc^in, 

■i. ' ' • Yours Sincerely, 

c L i Fazl*i-Hu$ain 

The Ri, ffble V.S. Srinivasa Sastri P.C,, 

Londan, W.S. 

149. Camp Kandaghat, 

^ ‘ - I7th August, 1931. 

My dear Howell, 

Yours about the advisability of pushing leir^govemiftg institu¬ 
tions in (he Frontier Province and not delaying the elections on 
account of the posipanemcnt of the ca^c relating to percentages of 
elected members in local bodies in that province—* 

So far as 1 know, no instructions of any kind have issued from 
my Department suggesting the postponement of the holding of elec* 
tions, and I believe elections arc proceeding as if this matter were not 
bndsPiondiileiatioii here, and there is a considerable force in what 
'.haan has said about reducing the nutnber of nominated members in 
'ciiim ^ decide upon having predomfnaoce of elected members. To 
mUce sursthat my impression is right, you might had out from Pears 
whether by any chance he has becu asked to put ofiT the holding of 
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eTections. In c*se he has been asked to put off elections. I will cer¬ 
tainly cancel those EnstriicLtoos and lequcst him to proceed with 
etecUons. 

The reason why 1 attach some value to the prepoaderance of the 

i' 

elected element is that I am afraid of a possible boycott of elections 
in some quarters, and it is ever so much better to rope in as many 
politically mtnded people as possible. Thrs can be done even now 
by reducing the number of nominated members in Muncipalities other 
than Peshawar by 2 or so. and in the case of Peshawar by 4. In the 
case of District Boards, we have as yet no infoimationi but sinular 

Birangements can be made about them as well, 

I wanted to talk to you on Saturday about this matter, but - we 
were suddenly Bummoned lo an Executive Council mcetingp and im¬ 
mediately after the meeting was over,.! left Simla for this place. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl<i-Husain 

£.B, Howell,Esq., CSJ., C.I-£.,I.CS., 

Secretary (Foreign). 

Foreign &. Political Department, 

Simla. 

- i - * 

] 50 . The All India Muslim Conference 

Bankipore (Patna), 

The I7lli August, 193L 

My dear Sir FazH, 

May I approach you with a very useful but a Uttlc distasteful re¬ 
quest ? 1 am doing it with the sense of the great responsibility which 
attaches lo a beggar for the sake of Allah and His faithfdl souls. 

The Musalmans of India would have remained disunited and 
disgruntled, bad not the idea of combining all those who bear repro- 
sentative character come to our mind. Private organisations tike the 
Muslim League, Khilafat Comraiitee and Jamint Ulmai-Hind could 
not alone carry the Muslim Community with them. The members of 
the several legislatures had a position in the community which no one 
could deny. The combination and co-ordination of all these meant 
the dawning of a new era on the Musalmans of India. Organisation 
of this kind was the one necessity of ihc community. But this could 
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not be achieved without the sacrifice of sincere workers and spendinj^ 
a large amount of moneys The foundation was laid in September 
1928 in Simla, It grew into a truly representative institution of the 
Muslim India and now by the grace of the Great Almighty jt has come 
to weild (jfc] an influence which even Gandltiji envEei. 

The nourishment, the organisation requires at the present 
moment is no less than it did when it was born. Now the enemies 
are trying to sap its foundation. The eyes of the greatest amongst 
the iion*mus)iiTi5 arc on it. 

Provincial organisations draw their strength from the central one. 
The centre must be kept active and strong. You have therefore, to 
keep the centre living. The source which we are now tapping was left 
untouched alt this lime. Rs. 30/> a month is not much for the Execu-^ 
tive Councillors, Ministers and Presidents who are drawn from the 
community for the high post. Many of these Hon'ble gcmlcmen have 
gladly contributed the amount from the month of July Iasi. As 1 have 
not received Rs. 30/- for the month of July from you, J beg to remind 
you for that petty sum, 

1 hope I will receive the money from you in no time and thank 
you on behalf of the community for the timely aid that you will be 
pleased to bestow, 

This ii the letter I have tent to all the Hcn'ble gentlemen 
concerned. 

Haji Abdullah Haroon has not sent me any money out of the 
Rs. 5,000/- he has recently rceieved froniH. H, the Aga Khan. He says 
he would give me money to spend in consuttation with Bengal leadejs. 
He does not say a word about the payment of the loans 1 have given 
to the Confereiice from time to time of which I had sent him a detailed 
account. On the J2th August such loans bad come up to Rs. 
1419-6-fi, 

With best w^hes. 

Yours, 

Md. Shafee Daoodi 
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CcmfiiteatUI 

ISO. 


17th August, 


Dear Zafrulla Kitait, 

Yours of the Hth. 

’ Yes, on the whole, I think you are right. I wish you every sueecss 
there, 

One of your colleague* ii Nawab Meter Shah. In the Muslim 
circle of Simla, there are two view* expresied : one is that he is to 
give authentic news of all lhal happens in the Muslim group of the 
Round Table Conference. There is no harm in that as long as he 
is kept duly informed of the real views. The other is that be might 
take a hand in case there is a split in the Muslim group. I do not 
believe he can have any such inteation. However, the great thing ts 
for you to get into touch with him as toon as he teaches London, 
and be nice to him and tell him all that you think he ought to know, 
and gel him to tell you all that you can gel out of him- He can be 
very useful, and I believe if you were lucky to tackle him the right 

way, he may be a source of help. 

The above ia entirely confidential. 


With best wishes. 


1 remain 

Yours sincerely, 
Faisl-i'Husain 


Simla, 24lh August. 1931. 

Dear Lord Irwin, 

Yours of the 29tb July. 

You say Gandhi’s altitude about attending the Round Table 
Conference seems very unceiuin. Well, the position, as. I have no 
doubt, it is clear to you. «this : Oandhr* original programme w« to 
represent India in order lo negotiate with the Prime Minister This 
position you were not ready to acknowledge in 1929, and so the civd 
disobedience movement of 1930. Gnndhi felt that early ,n 1931 he 
had praciicaUy secured that position for himself, and the only flaw m 
his position was the communal qucMioa not having been settle 
After Ibe Pad, he publicly announced his inlcniion of making goo 
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ihii defect. Luck did not favour him, and the quettiou became more 
and more involved, and eventually he had to decide to attend the 
Round Table Conference without the communal qaestton being 
settled, which means that his full representative capacity was thereby 
lost. It appears to me that he bai been arming at making that defi* 
ctency good. If he can establish htnisclf in the posltian of being in the 
right and the Government in the wrong, he has but to give expression 
to his righteous indignation to make Government give up aity oppcAl'* 
lion that they may have considered necessary to any of his demands. 
To put h diflerently, he wants the position of a dictator ; *‘Here sst 
my demands ; meet them or leave them*', Tbfe i* to be a fcatitv, bat 
be te ready to clothe this reality in the appaxel of negotiation, discuss¬ 
ion, argumentation, controversy, anything you like. We all, no 
doilbt, want him to go to the Round Table Conlcfence as one of the 
distinguished leaders of India, and one may even go es far as to say. 
a$ perhaps the most distinguished leader of India, but not as a 
dictator, for the very conception of dictatorship at the Round Table 
Con fere Doe renders the Confcreuce a farce, f have always felt tliat 
Gandhi wants to go to the Round Table Conference, but at the same 
time he wants to extract every bit of advantage that he can get out 
of Government before he goes. 

I aha glad yon have been thinking a great deal about tbe Hindu- 
Muslim question, and are arranging to meet in order to have a talk 
with the Aga Khan. The Aga Khan will naturally take the lead of the 
Muslims at the Round Table Conference, and I have no doubt the 
Muslims will feel most grateful to you for the advice atid help you 
may be good enough to give them. The problem does not seem to me 
to be at all difficult. It it the propaganda which has made it sMm 
so difficult. After all, the problem, at the present stage, is simply one 
of the method and amount of lepresenLation of Muslims in loc^ and 
Central Legislatures. As regards the six minority provinces, a ccriatn 
proportion of Muslim reprcGentation is in force ; Official blocs are 
being taken away, and to that extent tbe muslim position is going to 
be weakened thereby. The existing weightage is recommended 
the Simon Report, Provincial Governments and the Govemment of 
Indians Despatch to conlinuc, Jn view of the absence of the official 
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bloc and a much larger measure of self-government and, fn conse¬ 
quence, devolution of political pov/er tn favour of the majority 
cdlhiiiUDity, can it be aald that the reconiDiendattoQs need re¬ 
examination with a view to alter them to the prejudice of the Muslim 
odmtilunity? Surely, His Majesty^s Govermnent cannot do such a 
thing. 

^1 rC^ardt the Centra] Legislature, what ia^ said above applies. 
This leaves the question of Bengal and the Punjab. Surely, in Bengal, 
Btiropean interests are so considerable that the balance of power will, - 
for the pr^nt, be likely to remain in European bands, however keen 
the desire of the Indian Muslims may be to have an overfall majority. 
So If Mtitlfms were given, qua non • Moiljm Indiins, a majority on 
popnlation basis, provided it did not constitnia i majority in the 
LegisMtiire, they might be made to reconcile themselves to the 
inevitable. This leaves the Punjab, and then the sonltton is that 
through genera] elgctoralcs MuslJEns should not get a mniority but 
that they should have representation on populatioa basis, subject to 
its not being an over-all majority. This posidoa of Uiatrs they can 
improve by securing seats in special constitunocies through jotut 
electorates. Here, it should bo frankly possible for MusJinu to have 
rnkjority in the Legislature in case people voted com¬ 
munally. I do not see how any reasonable outsider can take excep¬ 
tion to thjs. These are, however, views, in accordance with which 
« settlement can be made. They, in no way, meet the claims of 
Muslims and kre likely to be repudiated by Indian Muslims. That, 
however, is the fate of all efforts at a fair settlement- The impoilance 
of giving Muilims in the Punjab a chance of having a majority 
becomes muifest when we remember that in the North-West Fromicr 
Province, the provisional conclusions of the Round Table Conference ' 
are that the system of Government established will not be responsible 
even to the extent to which responsibility exists in the provinces 
udder the Montagu reforms. 

People are agitating here for the settlement of MusHm representa¬ 
tion in Lcfiilatures before the Federal Structure Sub-Committee 
begins to tackle its important work. I anpposa, eventually, the 
Federal Structure Sub-Committee and the Mtotvitles Committee will 
^ working side by side. The chances of a settlement, by mutual 
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understandtog, $ecm to be remote, and 1 see no leason why a settle¬ 
ment arrived at by His Majesty's OovcrnineAl wiib tbe concurrence 
of the other British Parties and thus representing the decision of the 
Parliament should not be announced at a Aiiriy early stage. 

Gandhi is reaching SimJa to-morrowi and 1 have no doubt there 
wiil be lots of talks in the usual way« 

Economic depression is getting worse, Punjab, as a peculiarly 
agricultural province, having a comparatively higher standard of 
comfort and living, has sulfcred mostt All the reserve power is almost 
exhausted, and the future is pretty dark^ Financial conditions 
prevailing seem to be none loo good. The telegrams of the last two 
days from London mention the existence of a crisis which may bring 
about a change of Government, 

The Round Table Conference will give you a very great deal of 
work. Most of the members would like to see you and talk to you 
and want you to help them, and do all sorts of things for them, many 
of which will be unachievable. I wonder bow you will manage it all ; 
pretty awkward, 1 should think. 

With best wishes, 

1 remain, 

Yours very sinoerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 


152. 

By Air Mall Simla, 28th August, 1931. 

My dear Andrews, 

Thanks for yours of August and for its enclosures. His Excellency 
has read them with great interest and has asked me to convey his 
thanks to you. 

_from the papers that on account of Mahatma Gandhi not 

being able to reach London till about the middle of September you 
have postponed your departure till the end of September. 

I am glad you fully appreciate the importance of your reaching 
South Africa as early as you can manage it with due regard to your 
peed in London. From the papen it appears that the atmosphere in 
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South Africa is being adversely affected by the propaganda of some 
anii'Indiad papers. This Is not unexpected, but tt j$ oKCssary to 
counteract this very natural attempt. 1 have no doubt Sir Kurma 
will try his best, but your presence wilt naturally have a very salutary' 
and far-reaching effect. It is true Shastri and Corbett will be able to 
get there only just a very short time before the Conference commences 
its deliberations. The provisfonaf programme for delegates from 
India arranges for their reaching Lourenco Marques on the 4lh of 
January. 

As regards British Guiana and Fiji, 1 have asked Ramcbandra to 
look into these cases. 

As regards Santinekatan, I have asked Reid to took up the cate 
if it is here. It is possible that the case may be with the Beugal 
Government. We will try to trace it and do all we can. 

The enclosures to yovr letter are herewith returned. 

With best wishes, 

1 remain, 

Rev C.F. Andrews, Yours sincerely, 

112, Cower Street, Fazl-i*Husain 

London, W.C. 1 

153. Simla, 31st Anfust, 1931. 

My dear Andrews, 

Thanks very much for yours of the 20tb inst. and for its 
enclosure. 

T am glad you are thinking of reaching South Africa early. 

I have no doubt you have had talks already with Shastri and Bajpai 
and before long will be having a talk with Mahatma Gandhi. 1 also 
had a talk with Mahatma Gandhi and benehled a great deal from il. 

As to the scope of the agenda, as distinct from the scope of the 
subjects which might be discussed at the conference, kindly have a 
talk with Bajpai. He appeared to me to think that we could not very 
well ask the South African Governxnem to include this matier 
specifically in the agenda. 1 under stood him to say that eithei there 
was a constitutional hitch or that there was an understandiug ip the 
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past that it would not be brought in, but that there would be ao 
difficulty in discussing it. My personal view was for having the 
agenda as exhaustive as poestbfe, but 1 was advjged that this was not 
piactlcabfe or diplomatic. However, 1 wiU «o iitto the imUcr again. 

'I am keeping Joshi's letter for the present, boi will return it to 
you by the next Air Mail. 

YoBfi stnoefoly, 
Fazbi-Huiain 

Private & Confidential (To Nawab of Chhitari) 

5th September, 1931. 

My dear Nawab Sahib, 

Yours of (he 27ih August. 

So you arc sailmg on the I2th. I wish you a very pleasant 
passage there and back, and a very pleasant and successful time there, 
and wish you every success in this great mission. 1 am over ready to 
render any service that 1 may be called upon to do. 

As you have realised in the problem concerning Mnsllms^and 
other communittes in India, the matter of the utmost importance is 
(hat Muslims should pot take upon tbemsolves the task of discovering 
the terms on which a selllenicnt can be arrived at, but be ever ready 
to consider any idea (hat is placed before them and examine it with 
(he sole objtct of arriving at a settlement, provided it docs not appear 
to be prejudicial to Muslim interests. The main problem nowia 
lepresenution of Muslims in local and Central LegisJatum. 

As regards local Legislatures, there are itx minority provinces, 
inof which Muslims have a certain weightage (in some they have 
none), and with the assistance of the official bloc they have beeh 
maintaining their position. Now it is proposed to do away with Ute 
official bloc and confer full responsibility on local Legislalum. IMs 
naturally renders Muslims in these provinces very, very appiehessive, 
but by their nature and tradition they do not wish to stand in the way 
of progress. It would not have been unreasonable if they had 
demanded (heir position being strengibeoed in the Leglslaturea before 
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Hgreclng to any political advaiice or provincial antonoxny; bnt they 
have tiot done so and have contented themselves with being left with 
ftie same w^ighttigc as they have now and the same method of election, 
thlj has befen supported by local Governments, the Governnient of 
Ihdlti and the Simon Commission, ko I do not see how it can be 
considered in any way reasonable on the patt^ of thofe who seek to 
disturb Ihe Muslim position and change it for the worse from the 
Mtiiliiti point of view. On this point, it ii inconceivable that the 
ihi^tlsh Parliament should take upon itself to go against the we lb 
oomldcred opinion of the local Governments, the GovomiHent of 
India and the FeporUng Commission. 

The question relating to Bengal and the Punjab Is a bit different, 
but I feel that the question of the iU provinces should be cleared out 
of the way and a tettlemeni, preferably by agreement, otherwise by 
order, should be made as regards these six proviuoes, Bengal also 
docs not present any great difficulty. In all probability. Britishers 
will claim and obtain representation. They have it now. There 
should be no difficulty in agreeing that Musfims should! obtain 
reprcKotation through separate electorates bn popnlattoa basis so far 
•i the India section of the Congress is concerned, This will give a 
majority amongst the Indian members of the Legislature, and yet the 
casting vote will remain with the European;, and k a half-way house 
between the present and the future when Kfuslims shall 'be in a 
mnioriiy, this may thus prove acceptable to Government, Muslims 
win, no doubt, resent it very much, but this is one way of settllEig 
this thorny question. 

As regards the Punjab, Muslinu very properly demand represeata- 
tlon on population basis and are cnritled to it; but even in the ease 
of the Punjab, it wtfl not be difficult to arrive at a setiTemenl, If you 
talk to Zafrufiah Khan, he will be able to explain the Punjab position 
to yon. 

As regards the Central Legislature, in case Federation comes off, 
it is obvious that the representation of Stales, on the asstimption that 
they ail join, cannot be more than what they are entitled to on 
population basis. In fact, some hold the view 'that it Should be only 
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two-thirds of the population basis because of the absolute lack of 
political activity, and comparatively speaking, of backward educational 
and economic condition. Muslims have, at present, very nearly 
one-third through separate electorates, and one falls to see how, by 
the introduction of responsibility at the centre, Muslims can be 
expected to agree to anything less than one-third. 

You have asked about indictment of the Congress. So far as 
their presence is concerned, I have no doubt you know all about U, 
and that will be ample to enable you to convince the Council in case 
the Congress is short-sighted enough to raise the subject at the Round 
Table Conference. 

With best wishes, 

I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 

(To Dr, Sir Shafaat Ahmadj Fazl-i-Husain 

155 , 7th September, 1931. 

Dear Shafaat, 

Your two letters of the 21ad, I think the programme that has 
been chalked out remaina unaffected by Gandhi's appearance at the 
Round Table Conference. He commands no more reverence from the 
ignorant Indians than does H.H. the Agha Khan and it is only 
foolishness on the part of some Muslims to indulge in talks and 
gestures which can do no credit to the self-re,-^pect so strongly insisted 
upon in the Islamic teaching and Islamic culture. He has the right to 
be treated as one of the most leading Indian politicians and should be 
shown due respect and regard as such but no more. Several leading 
Muslims here in Simla have talked to me about three problems: 

(1> In case federation comes off what share should the States 
have in the Federal Legislature ? 

(2) What should be the method of their representatioD 7 and 

(3) What should be the Muslim share in the Federal Legislature 
as a whole ? 

As regards the first point some hold that it should be the popula¬ 
tion basis, others contribution to federal revenues, others fraction 
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of population basts to be determined with due regard to political and 
educational' backwardness. As regards the second, the opinion is 
practically unanimous in favour of election. As regards the third 
the preponderance of opinion is in favour of ono-tbird of the whole* 

1 am glad you have alt made up your minds not to indulge in 
making offers for settlement but to be prepared to consider any offers 
that are made to you* 

I agree with you all that arbitration has no sense whatsoever as a 
machinery to settle commuuaL disputes or points of consiitution. 
Therefore His Majesty’s Government must discharge the duty that 
lies on ihcm* but whatever their decision may be it will be open to the 
Indian Muslims to accept or to take such constitutional action against 
it in Case it is not acceptable to them. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl'i'Husaia 


134 . Larkana Sind, 

9th September, 1931* 

Dear Sir Fazl-i-Huiain, 

I am taking the liberty of sending you herewith a copy of the 
letter which I have recently addressed to the Sind Financial Enquiry 
Commiilce along with a copy of its enclosure, ! will send you some 
more literature on the separation question, a$ I know you are imerest* 
ed in our cause. It is needless to mention here that the Mussalmaw 
of Sind are entertaining great hopes in your goodaelf. 

With best wishes and kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
M*A, IChuhro 

The Honourable Sir Faxt*i-Huiain„ 

Eaecuiive Member, 

Government of India, 

Simla. 


To 
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157. Hw ReMti SfiiiJi. 

14th Sept^b^t |93L 

Otitf A|a Khao, 

.•4, wai;dallf1ited to ace that you have been* so good and so kind ai 
' Ip gp to Maneilles to see the Delegation and have a'^talk with them. 

■- Jt- 

^UGiint in England are very much jnvolvedp and until they aie eettL^p 
India cannot reasonably expect to engage the' Britiih mind. 1 trust 
wUI be to be with the Muslim Delegation InLondonas much 
gs.yop can p^ibly managed There are tome disruptive elements and 
^ir presence necessitates your being more with the Delegation than 
p^gbl'liave bttn neoeAsaiy otherwise. 

Herewith a note' In which some ideas eatettaiimd In Muslim politi¬ 
cal eircl^’ have been jotted down for the consit^eratjon of the Muslim 
Delegates. You can mention them to such as'ycu think fit. 

' 'Withbest wishes, 

I remain. 

Yours most linceiely, 
Patl’i-Husain 


158. * m . . ; Retreat, Simla, 

28tli Sep tember, 1931. 


DearShafaat, 

Ypun of the 3rd and 17tb September. ' 

f do not think the Pedetal Stiuctuie Sub-Commlttee *hef really 
started upon serious work yet. This is only the second round/ When 
other peopfe are onreatonable, it is no use your being rcasooabl*.'' 
ThcTlin^' want^'5D, 40 and 30 per cent ^presentation. Shaatii 
suggesti it should not be even population basis but other fnctoia—•— 
capacity, knowledge, position, suitability^slioiild also enter into con- 
sMefittoR,^ Ad of you seem to have verily agreed to nomination 
whether of. officials or Don-offFcials, either princes, to the Upper 
Chamber. I have written to Zafrullah about it and asked him to show 
you the aspect of the ease which struck mC'' as kaportaat. hfote In 
my next. 



Xoars finn^ely, 


Fazl-i-Husam 


1. Not available in Fazl>j-Husain papers. 
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JiS^. (To Alroa Latifi) 
& Ceofldaiittl. 

r- 

My dear Latifi^ 


The Retfeat Simia, 
6th October, 19^31. 


Thanks very Atnch for your very kind letter and for the enclo- 
surtt. They are most helpful. • 

My wife and the children send their love to you all, in particular, 
to Itmmy. 


s The uEtmanuerly and impudent attack of Mataviya and others on 
His Highness the Aga Khan has created a great stir in India and, in 
partkutar, in Simla, Muslim India has reseated it very much, and 
half a doten statements to the preii, coodemniog these men and ex¬ 
tolling His Highness the Aga Khan, and eipressing full confidence in 
him and in his leadership, have gone to the press and have been 
already favourably commented upon. 


It seems to me that Gandhi will be soon out of this show. He 
and the Congress differ so widely (torn all other schools of Indian 
>hongbt and are so intolerant of differences of opinion that he and 
those of his way of thinking are not likely to be parties to an agreed 
constitution. This will leave four groups—Liberals, Hindu Sabha 
. men, Sikhs, Depressed Classes, Labour, Europeans, besides Muslims. 
,^is Hig^ess the Aga Khan will find no difficulty in combining 
Muslims, Europeans, Depressed Classes and the saner .element of 
^^Htndu Uberals. Madras will afford him the best field for this purpose. 
Eyisatually, the question will be whether the Hindu Sabha (Jaikar, 
lloonje dt,Co.) come to a settlement or go back jn Gandhi's foot¬ 
steps. It is impossible to forecast it at present but one soon will 
know. You may mention this to His Highnefs the Aga Khan and give 
him the very best wishes from me. 


I have not been, and am not yet, very well. 

With best wishes, 

, I remain, 

, = Yours sincerely, 

FazI-hHusain 
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160. Camp Lahore, 

I4tb October^ i93L 

My dear Latifi, 

I was daligbted to hear from you. 

Things are progressing very favourably. It is an excellent idea 
about Sir DeaniRon Ross broad-DastiDg and arranging a purely social 
meeting between the Aga and the Mahatma. 

1 notice the redistribution of the Punjab has been talked about. 
I am afraid there is very little indeed. The Sikh proposal is, of course, 
monstrous. The idea of taking away Lyallpur, Sheikhupura and 
Montgomery from the Muslim portion of the Punjab is obviously 
monstrous because Lyallpur has been carved out of the old Jhang 
Dist., an enitrely Muslim Di$L» and the same has been the case of 
Montogomery Bars having come out of Multan and, similarly, Sbei- 
khupura from the Muslim Bars. Because in the colonies some non* 
Muslims were also settled by (he British Government, is the Muslim 
Punjab to be deprived of these areas ? Tt U untilinkable. 

As regards amalgamating the Frontier Province Districts with the 
Punjab, the British Government will never agree to it because that 
will amount to restoring pre-1901 conditions and the Border then will 
be the charge of a Provincial Govemment. 1 do not think the British 
Oovemment will be prepared to do that. There is then the alter¬ 
native of adding Sind to the Punjab and taking away the Ambala 
Division. That is a possibility but no Muslim School of thought 
wants to make that suggestion. The Punjab Muslims are satisfied 
with the Punjab as it is. If His Majesty’s Oovertiment keep the 
Punjab in area and in population about the same, taking away the 
Ambala Division and giving Sind instead, the Punjab Muslims may 
submit to it. but they have not asked, and wilt not ask, for it. 

With best wishes, 

1 reinau), 


Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Hutain 
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161. Camp Lahore, 

14th October, 1931. 

My dear Zafnitlah. 

Yours of the 2ad iusL 

Thanks for letting me know about Mr Dutt and Anoik. But what 
I cannot understand is why such a simple thing has not been done 
until now. Mr, Dutt has funds at hit diposal. The design and the 
writing on the memorial were agreed upon some months,ago. So, why 
should there be any delay. Please do hurry them up. 

As regards Ansart, the positioa taken up by you was obviously 
corre^/ Moreover, Gandhi did not need him to arrive at a seitlement. 
He needed him in order lo show justification for nou-agreeinent. He 
- talks of the impossibil ity of agreeing to separate electorates by * the 
Congress, forgetting that in 1918 the Congress itself permitted 
separate eleetorates and insisted upon Muslims not voting in general 
constituencies, so he cannot pretend that the Congress of 12 years ago 
consisted of fools, while they are now wise ones of all times. 

I have read your speech^. The subject matter j$ well-conceived 
and admirably expressed. 1 am very pleased indeed that you are doing 
so well, ^ 


With best wishes, 
r remaiUt 


Yours sincerely, 
Fazl'i'Husain 



162. Camp Lahore, 

14th October. 1931. 

DearZiauddin. 

Yours of the Ilth. 

i did not say that fyou were not to put any quettiont re the 
N.W.F.P. What 1 said was that the questions should be such as arc not 
entirely based on hearsay but have some sort of basis. Constitutional 
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are not unreason able tliing$t and their proper exerciKi as a rule, 
doe« not cmbarniss Govemmeot. It is where the right is abused that 
its exercise does no good either to the people or to Goyenunent. J 
entirely agree with you about our Kfusllm delegates in London. They 
arc doing very well indeed and we mutt be gtatefiii'^ to ProvkSettoe 
for it. . j " 

r* 

In the recent news, there is one danger poiPt, i.e., the idea of a 
FedeiM Court. We have no quart^ with the Federal Court: bvt if 
it is intended that it should be taken as protector of the rights of 
minorities as the reliable interpreter of the constitution and the pro* 
vtiion lepjding the protection of minorities, then the Muslim atti- 
''tude can only be one, Le., disbelief in the Federal Court being any 
'Vrorection whatsoever to the Muslim community, .latimatiou to that 
effect to our delegates iu Loudon will not be amn,;^and you say a 
Federal Courts being an impartial and noa-communal institution, will, 
in all probability^ be either entirely, or very largely, non-Muslim. Its 
mentality wiU be the mentality of^ the majority, r.e., the so-called 
nattonal. - What chance then have the minority before it, and what 
Nm of protection can the ludiclai Tribunals give a^inst the executive? 
It is only an eye-wash, and a very poor one at that. 


With best wishes, 
I remain. 



(To Mian AJi Ahmed Khan, Uncle) 


Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i'Husain 


6, Kins Edward Road, 
New Delhi > 


* M r I T A 

^ I?" AJjlOi . ^ J" jjl itJ 
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^'Oje^W ^ iL)U*4t' J 0^^ Ji^ 

J S S 0(^*^ ^ <JtjBll4# <i-v** Jj' I? ^ 

i* luil ^ oy^^ ^ ^S ^ 

iw ciWtr uj^ i- ^ y* ^ 

' ^ ut y ^ r*^ -st*45j*i^j» ^ tJti y 

- ^ fIf' ^ - y<- ^ jy jis' -^jft**^ 

iS}Sj^ ^Ijdljfc iiCii saS^ L|pi UT fcypfcl^U^ 4 a*^ J**t oW* 

u^" >t jiy f j^,/' -^i-* jy* y,tLfi 

Jt 4ft- » ujiy"^j-» i/ij* 4** JlU u^t £_ 

S ^ j^ <jtf jji gjjS^ ij uE,^ v^ 

'Wi/* J ^jJ * iliAjtfc ^ ^ * \A^ *■* ^ <>a*T 

^ js^ oe?ir ^s** [^] >* >* ^ 

* f-Ul^JI 4-^* g-r *^* j* Jt 

- (4!£; ^ i Ji^ (^ll 

Cft-** i>t^* 


164. M«w D«lhi» ,v T ii 

1st Ngvember, 1931. 

D«v Lord Irwin. 

It is« fmt ptty that the Minorities Committee has, u yos say, 
bopdcMly broken down. Well to be frank it did not come to me as 
a wirprise* Different groups of. members have different goals andt. 
diShieiff idenb. It is no use being poetic and s&yisg tbat it is not so. ' 
On the top of this tw have had general elcctkii® lesuitlng in Conser¬ 
vative majority and ousting most of the elements which were believed 
to topropolitictl advance for India. As if these troubles were not 
enough financial and economic situation continues to he bad and is 
being felt more than before because of the loss of power of r^istance; 
Under the circunislaDces it is no use profossing to bo optimtslic and 





s&ying that all ii well. By the time you get this letter crisitf will have 
been reached or will be approaching and 1 suppose wc may have to 
face another cycle of ll\e usual agiiattou^ suppression, repression, re^ 
conciliation, etc, 

J rejaitiD,v 

Yours most sincerely, 
Fazl’f-Husaio 

The Right Hon^ble Lord Irwin of iCirby Underdilc, 

88, Eton Square, 

London, S.WJ, 


IW, New Delhi, Isl November IWi. 

My dear Corbett, 

I am so glad you are determined not to fail me and [ trust 
Providence will enable me not to fail you. As to yoiir pay Secretary 
of State is the final authority in the matter and i have no doubt long 
before this reaches you he will have sealed the matter. 

White insisting that the terms to be given should be the same as 
chose given in 1926-27 you pass on to call our supplementary budget 
a falling. How can we get funds without bringing in a falling budget. 

Yes, 1 have been watching the papers for the work of the Round 
Table Conference. Your scheme has got very hostile reception from 
the Sikhs and the Hindus. Do your know why ? Your scheme 
proceeds on the assumption that the Sikhs and the Hindus hate 
separate electorates on principle and love joint electorates on 
principle.' This is incorrect. As soon as they are assured that 
through joint eJectorates Muslims will get constituencies in which 
Muslim voters preponderate and that such constituencies will be 
more than fifty per cent and may be as many as to reflect the popula¬ 
tion preponderance they will at once turn round and want weigbtage 
and separate electoiates or reserved seats and their demand 
for weightage will bo such as to reduce the Muslims if not to minority 
at all events to equality. Their cry for Joint electorates as against 
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teptrate electorate is to be heard only as long as Muslim voting 
strength is low or tiiere are circumstances tbai render effective voting 
strength lower than what it may oppear on the surface* 

With best wishes» 

Sir Geoffrey L Corbett, KBE, CIB 
Secretary to the Britrsli Indian Delegation, 

London, S, W. I ■ Yours sincerely* 

Faz1-i'Hu$ain 


166- New Ddbi, the 2nd November 1931. 

Dear Nawab Sahib, 

Yours of the 17th. f‘. s to the reservation of seats in the Punjab 
if Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and Europeans by agreement decide upon 
SI per cent it will be very good. But if this is not tao then there is 
DO reason why Mohammedans should have less than 56 per cent. 
The whole trouble is that as a matter of fact Hindus and Sikhs 
constitute only one comm iniiy and it is only a political dodge for 
them to claim to be separate political entitiei, the object in view 
being to reduce the quantity of repretenUtion of the Muslims. 

In this conn^tion you better lemember that the Corbett scheme 
is based on this very mis apprehension. That scheme presumes that 
if joint electorates are Introduced In the reduced Punjab Hindus and 
Sikhs will be satisfied. As a matter ?f fac t as they have already 
shown the very idea makes them dissatiii ed and if Government were 
to do this by its own order they will raise buc and cry and both will 
claim weightage and separate representation, and if they are given 
weightage the Muslim majority will soon be reduced. This is the 
reason why Muslims do not welcome Corbett scheme. Personally t 
see no difficulty why Gavernnient should not decide straightaway. 
Firstly, that in general electorates Muslims shall have by separate 
electorates not more than 49 per cent of the total houi>c, secondly, 
that as Hindus and Sikhs are great supporters of joint electorates 
there is no reason why they should have separate electoiates initr at. 
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Thirdly, that special coaititueacies, i,l/niverBity^ Industries aad 
Cammefce^ large land'Owaera, tamandars aad lab<»ar should be joint 

" s- ■■ —1 + 

electorates. This will mean in case there arc 100 seats 90 will be by 
separate eledorates and 10 special constituencies..'^ut^ of 90, 49 will 
be Muslims and others will have 4h 49 doe* uot constitute a majority 
in the jegislature. Then in the special constituencies with 10 
eleptoralea Mohammedans will be able to get 3. This will give them 
52 per cent, Thn will mean depriving the Muslims of 4 per cent. 
But if this brings peace to India and Mabasabites cease to vilify 
Mohammedans they may be ready if approach by all in the right 
spirit to be generous is made, 

I 

- With best vrishes 

Yours sincerely, 
FazJ-i-Husain 

The Hon^ble Kawab Sir Muhammcd Ahmad^ Said Khan of 
ChhaUri, K.C.LE., M,B,E,, 

Member, Indian Round Table Comferenoe, - 

St, James Court,- Buckingham Gale, London S. W, 1, 


167. New Delhi; 2i]d November 1931, 

My dear Latifi, 

^anks very much for all the literature you have supplied me 
with, I thinlc Sharaat Ahmed himself will do ^e needfUl in the matter 
.of the report of the Finance Committee of the Fed^at Stincturc 
Committee, 

(Corbett scheme was bound to come to grieve because it proceeded 
on the assumption that Sikhs and Hindus "really wUhtea joint 
electorates. Xs a matter of fact their sole object was to have such a 
system undm which Muslim majority could be defeat^. As a'matter 
of fact if Goyemmept imposed the Corbett scheme |n the Punjab the 
first thing the Hindus and Sikhs will do vrill be the demand for 
weightage and separate electorates or at all events rd^rvation of Mats. 
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I hear there is a talk or 51 per cent Muslim element in the Punjab 
Legislature. Well if the Hindus and Slltha accepted that and offered 
it tf» the Muslims I should advise Muslimt to agree to it. But if the 
Hi^us and Sikhs are not willing to accept it or to offer it to the 
Mi^tims then where is the fun for the Muslima to reduce their 
demand from 56 to 5K That they will not.^ If His Majesty’s 
Govcrnoient gives this 51 per cent to the Muslims as their verdict it 
could not bo said altogether unieasonahle. Hindus aid Sikhs will 
say GoverDmeut has given Muslims a majority and therefore we 
oppose it Muslims wffl say GovernmenJ:, has denied them (heir 56 
per cent and so has favoured the Hindus and. Sikhs and therefore we 
are'opposed to il; therefore the settlement will go down as a fair 
settlenkitt to which both sides object. If,^owevor^ His Majesty s 
Oovemment gave Muslims less than 51 pet cent then there is bound 
to^be trouble because then in no province, excepting the Frontier, 
will the Muslims have a majority and in the Frontier Province reforms 
are merely an eye-wash. Considering thaMhe present advance will 
be hut a stage in the long and weary progress towards the goal by 
antagonising the Muslims His Majesty's Government will be only 
strengthening the opposition. If the Muslinti have to serve through¬ 
out India well why not submit lo the inevitable instead of carrying on 
an unequal especially when tihe third party is not prepared to 
act fairly and justly. These are the sentiments to which Indian 
Muslims give expression and I cannot believe that Hie Majesty's 
Government are not aware of iL 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husaio 

Dr Aima Latifi. LL. D.. 1. C. S. 

i> 

_ - ^ K I , 'J. 

Private and Confidential 

168. ,, New Delhi, 2ad biovembor IWl. 

■T 

My dear Shafaat, 

Yours of the 23rd October, You have worked well on the 
Finaikco Committee and 1 congratulate you, The following points 
are worth noting: 
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(i) fn the open iiiecLinj} i>f the Round Tftble Gottforence when 
the Feden) Stnictufe Connnittee report dealhft with the 
Finance Committee report conies up it should be made clear, 
as you Say in your letter, that the provincial position should 
be further emphasised. This is essential and at you 
yourself were largely responsible for the discussion if on 
behalf of the Muslims you had this point emphasised 
youTseir it will be a splendid illustration of team work and 
fctponsibility to your party. 

(it) Corbett sebetne regarding the Punjab proceeds on an 
assumption which is altogether unfounded, /. that Hindus 
and Sikhs really and truly want joint electorates in the Punjab 
and if joint electorates were introduced they would be 
thoroughly satisfied and will not claim weightage or reserva¬ 
tion of scats for themselves. Asa matter of fact if in the 
Punjab voting sirength of the Muslims reflected their popula¬ 
tion Hindus and Sikhs would soon be asking for reservation 
of scats for themselves and would be dcflniiely against joint 
electorates. 

(ill) Whether ilie Muslims should agree to 51 per cent Muslim 
representation in the Punjab legislature. There again 
Muslims cannot agree to 51 per cent. They must hold out 
for 56. If, however, the Uindui anl Sikhs ofler 51 it will 
be a different maitcr. Muslims then for th.' sake of peace 
and good will might agree. Again if Hiudus aud Sikhs 
continue to be obstructive and His Majesty's Government 
has to settle the matter, is there any reason why they should 
leduoe the MusUms from 56 to 51. In any case they should 
not do so without the ooncunenoe of the Muslims. It 
should be very strongly pointed out that in the case of 
provincial autonomy if Hindu administrations are estab¬ 
lished in all the provinces and in the only province worth 
anything i. the Pupjab, where the non-Hindu administra¬ 
tion can be established it is not done and His Majesty's 
Government even here do not give Muslims a majority they 
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may rest assured that in tht; political struggle which is to follow the 
Muslim support will not be forthcomings In nil provinces the Musittns 
will be at the mercy of the Hindu majoriiy. Do not forget that in 
the Frontier no reforms worth mentioning are going to be introduced. 
Those reforms will be worth much less than the present>day diarchy. 

Youn sincerely, 

^ Fazf-i>Husain 

Dr Shafaat Ahmad Khan Sahib, 

Member, Indian Round Table Conferencct 

Queen's House, 56 St, James Court, Buckingham Gate, 

London S.W,It 

New Delhi, the 8th November 1931. 

Dear Sayed Mohammed Padshah. 

Thanks very much for yours of the 30th October. I am glad you 
arc active in the discharge of your onerous duties. The great thing 
is to bght for what you cortsider is right, do your duty and lot 
Govemmeni do its duty. All this talk about aibitration end tribunal 
and so on has no meaning. The Congress in 1917 was strongly and 
capfeasly for separate electorates, for weightage for Muslims in 
minority provinces and four or five years later it began to be enigmatic 
and now has turned completely round and says that separate electora¬ 
tes-are an anathema. Surely a new generation of wiseacres has not 
come'into being and the Congress leaders of 1917 were no Jess 
patriotic and no Jess educated, informed and scholarly than the 
present ones. 

I have not been very wdl in the past but since last week or so 
I am much better. By the time you return 1 will have recovered my 
health completely. 

The Assembly is in ^^essions and the Council of. State will be 
meeting next week. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 
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]70> 2%th November 1931. 

My dear Nazim-ud-Din, r 

■■■ 

Yours of toe 2Dth instant, I entirely agree with you that jgr a 
political party a stroog press is essential. You should certainly have 
a Muslim daily in English and a number of Muslim dajUea in 
vernacular. An Engitsfi paper is extremely expensive and its 
circulation comparatively speaking limited.'' What you want it one < 
to reach the masses and for that it is necessary to have vernacular 

•i 

oapers, in your case Bengali papers. I very strongly advise your 
having at least one Bengali paper started and if the expenditure on a 
Bengali paper in Bengal is soinetliing like the expenditure on an Urdu 
paper; in the Punjab it is not very much, it pays its way. And even 
if it docs not in the beginning the help it needs is not more than 
Rs, 3,000 a year. That surely you can arrange for without much 
trouble. Expcrieikce has shown that private enterprise serves best 
if suitably encouraged and kept well under control, A company 
paper is much more expensive and involves a great deal of lesponsi- 
biltty. Still if private venture cannot be forthcoming there is nothing 
else but a joint stock enterprise to take iu place. Recognising with 
yon the necessity for it I urge upon the advisabliJty of* starting it 
within the next month or so. 

As regards an English paper 1 have studied the problem now for 
nearly 25 years and will not advise you to start a daily in English 
till you have started at least two vernacular papers. Even then 1 
would advise you for the next year or two to rely upon the English 
press for your daily needs and start a monthly political magazine for 
political purposes and when your party gains strength it is then that 
yon may start an English daily. In India there is no Muslim State 
in the position to help excepting Hyderabad and calls on Hyderabad 
aic so numerous and the present arrangement such that it is futile to 
build any schemes on hopes of assistance from Hyderabad. 

What 1 have said above may not be very encouraging but that 
is the sound advice. 

1 am afraid 1 am not coming to Calcutta as 1 will be on the high 
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seas when His Eaceltency the Governor Oeoeral it bolding his Execu¬ 
tive Council in your great city, ■ , 

With best wishes, 

’ ” . Youis sincerdy* 

Fnzl-i*Husaia 

The Hon’blc Mr Nazim-ud-Din, C.LB,+ 

(Minister for Education), 

25fX Ballygungc Circular Road, 

Cfttculta. 



New Delhi, 

28th November, 193L 


My dear Shafaat, 

! wonder if this will catch you, f will of course bear in mind what 
you have said and I trust when His Highness the Aga Khan move* in 
the matter he will let me know. I think we will have to wait till next 
March to meet as i am sailing for Sou^ Africa on the 16th December, 
1 am very glad that the Muslim Delegation did so well this time and 
our friends and neighbours ought now to begin to realise that what- 
" ever else the Muslims may be backward in they are certainly not back- 
ward in political sagacity. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazt-i-Hnsain. 

' 

Dr, Shafaat Ahmad Khan Sahib, 

Mcotber. Indian Round Table Conference. 


J 72 , New Delhi,' 

I7lh March, 1932. 

Dear MieviJle. 

The Mufilim feeling is acute on the question that the existing 
position to secure adequacy of representation of Muslims in various 
services is most satisfactory, and that though the Muslims get all the 
blame for it from the Hindus, the compiunitieS whose representation 
is considerably in excess of iheir population,basis go on additing to 
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their weJghtage through the preseal practice, vvhile there is ao prospect 
of Muslims ever securing adequacy of represeatsiton even during the 
next 30 years or so. Promises made on the floor of ihc House regard* 
ing Railways and explained away for a year or two and re-&ffinned for 
another year or two, have made ihcra more sore. I think it is worth 
while to bring Iho position under review when we are in Simla. 1 
shall feel grateful if you will kindly invite His BxcelJcncy^s attention 
to this. 

Yours sincerely. 
Fa zM-Husain, 

E,C. Mievilic, Esq., 

Private Secretary to Mis Excellency the ViL'croy. 


173, 4th April, J932, 

Dear Lord Witlingdon, 

la modification of my previous recommendation regarding ap* 
potntment of Secretary, I submit this : 

1, On Noyce vacating the office of Secretary on Saturday the 
9th, Bajpai to take over charge as officiating Secretary till he 
proceeds oa leave which will be after a week or so. On return 
from leave, he be confirmed unless the medical opinion is 
against him, 

2, During the short period Bajpai if officiating as Secretary, 
Reid is to officiate as Joint Secretary, 

3, When Bajpai proceeds on leave, arrangement of a temporary 
nature has to be made. Last time Mr. Reid officiated for 
nearly ten weeks. For office work be is quite good, and hU 
work as Deputy Secretary was distinctly good, and in appre* 
ciatjon of it the decoration of C.I.E, was conferred on him 
last year, but he is not very well suited for the post of Secre* 
tary—especially for Assembly work or committee work and 
Ram Chandra is distinctly better; and f feel I should reoom' 
mend Ram Chandra for this officiating appoinUneut. 
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The alternative is to take aome one senior to both these officers 
from outside for Bajpars leave vacancy. P.S*V.i has sent to me many 
repicienutiona addressed loH,E., and indeed I have been pressed hard 
by Muslim members of the Assembly and the CooncU of State and 

others to take a senior Muslim I.C.S. officer with Secrttariat exper¬ 
ience. In case it is conaidcred that the acceptance of my recommen¬ 
dation may involve heart-burning in my Secretariat and it is decided 
to meet the Muslim demand* for this limited period of Bajpai's leave, 
M am prepared to have a senior Muslim LC.S, officer with Secretariat 
experience that you may wish me to huve, but it will have to be made 
dear to him that if Bajpti is not declared medically unfit for service 
or for this post, he will be appointed permanent Secretary. 1 must 
also point out that in case an officer is taken from outside as officiat¬ 
ing Secretary, Ram Chandra will have to bo Joint Secretary and Retd 
will remain Deputy Secretary us was the case during B^jpai's absence 


in South Africa. 


Youis sincerely, 
Fazl-i*Husiin 


174, 5th Apdl, 1932. 

Dear Lord Willingdon, 

1 had submitted my rcconiraendations yesterday after 1 received 
your letter, 

f am grateful to you for agreeing to appoint Bajpai as Secretary 
on the expiry of his four months leave if the Doctor’s certificate is not 

against him. 

1 am sorry you have rejected my recommendation that he should 
take over for a week from Noyce before proceeding on leave. This is 
not a maitef of any great importance, and 1 will not press my view.* 

As regards officiating arrangement during Bajpai’s absence, I 
very much regret my recommondatjon has not found favour with you. 
It was forwarded after seeing the work of the two officers concerned 
for two years and three months. Noyce is leaving the department, 

1, Prlvsto Secreiary to Viceroy, 
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Bajpai is proceeding on leave, the machinery of the whole department 
has to be kept going well; and much as 1 should have liked to avoid 
going against seniority, f am afraid the work involved is such that t 
cannot help' venturing to request you to reconsider my recommenda< 
tidn/ 

■ 

Vours most sincerely, 

, Fazl-i'Husaiti 

r- ■ 


The Viceroy's House, 

New Delhi. 

Secret. Sth April, 1932. 

^ My Dear Sir Fazti, 

I have received last night your letter submitting the recommeada- 
tions for the coming vacancies in your Department. I presume that 
you wrote your letter before you received the one which I sent to you 
yesterday setting out my views. However I repeat that 1 am quite 
agreeable to Bajpai taking his leave at once, and if at the expiry of his 
four months* leave he is able to produce a doctor's certiBcate to the 
effect that he is well enough to undertake the duties of the Secretary 
of a Department which will involve living for about six months in the 
year in Simla, I will agree to your recommendation that he should be 
appointed. On the other hand t cannot agree to Bajpai taking over 
charge as officiating Secretary for the few days intervening between 
the time that Noyce vacates hi$ appointment and Bajpai goes on 
leave. 

As regards the appointment of officiating Secretary in the next 
four months, I am afraid I cannot agree with you that Ram Chandra 
should be appointed and that Reid should officiate as Joint Secretary. 
Retd as you know is senior to Ram Chandra, and I fee) that there are 
insufficient grounds for passing him over in favour of Ram Chandra. 
As far as I can see there will be very little Assembly or Committee 
work during the period in question, and moreover as Reid acted as 
Secretary last year in Simla during the absence of Noyce and Bajpai 



209 


ud furtliermare as he did his work very tattsfhctoriJy, t feel it would 
be grossly unfair to pass hini over on this occasion, 

; I hope you will Jet me have an answe^ to thb letter as soon as 
possible, as I can only repeat that I am anxious to settle thb matter 
before 1 leave DeUti this evening. 

^ Yours sincerely, 

WiUingdon 

The HonTile 

Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain. 

K.CJ.E., Kt. 


176. The Viceroy's House, 

New Delhi. 

5th April, 1932. 


Dear Sir Fazit, 


Many thanks for your letter just received. I am very glad to find 
that you agree to my views as to Bajpai.'But, with every desire to help 
you, I cannot possibly agree to your position as between Reid and 
Ram Chandra. Hie former is the senior and he acted as Secretary 
last 3 ear in Simla and I cannot in all fairness agree to his supersession 
05 officiating Secretary unless you can give me some absolutely con¬ 
vincing reason for such action. 'i .i. - ■ ^ i,, 

1 iin very sorry to have to Say^no' bat am sure you will under¬ 
stand that my sense of fairness impelt me to do so. ^ 

Yours sincerely, 

. * - . WillJiigddn 


IT7, 5' ‘ - The Viceroy's House, ^ 

*■ ' ‘ New Delhi. i ' ^ 

- • - 5th April, 1932. 

Dear Sir Faali, 

I cottld’iiibt drag you away from a division, so write this note and 
would be glad of a reply. 
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I uadtntjiQd that Bajpai want^ to go oir leave at once. 1 agtee 
(o thit and that you should inake the 'nik4atfB9fy temporaty arrange’ 
ments for someone to officiate as Sccretaiy Wftir n clear nndecstauding 
to tee person who is appointed that he wilt not neCeesirity get the 

p'*' 

permanent job. 

' vi -h; ' 

J^jipat*$ leave is over and if he is fit and welU ! am prepar- 
ed to ebnuder his permanent appointment and very ravoiuably^ as you 
are anaious to have him, and I don't feel I can lay 'no' to my bon. 
colleague on a matter in which he is very penbnalty interested. 

Will you send me a line as we must get this settied before I go 
tomonow ? 

Yours sincerely. 

WilliagdoD 


P.S* 

I suppose you would pul in Reid 
.. ^ in ^ officiating post, who 1 understand has 
acted before Quite satisfactorily. 



Dear Lord Willingdon; 


6t!i April, 19321 


. f am sorry you have not accepted my rcoo^nnieiidiUioB r^g^ding 
Ram Chandra. In view of what I have said In nay, two liters 
abom Reid not being suitable for Secretary's post, 1 have to go out¬ 
side Department. 1 recommend Mr. Lacifi a senior I.C.S. officer 
who has teree or four years experience as a Secretary in the Punjab, 
and has lately been one of the Secretaries at the Round Table Confer¬ 
ence and is. now one of the two Secretaries to the Consultatiw 
Committee. Perhaps the ConsnlUtive Committee is not very busy, 
and he can be spared for Um work for four months from 9tli instant. 


Yoim siheerety; 

i . . ... • jFndfiHHnittia 


( 





211 


m* > V^Oy's CamiJ, 

Rth April* 1952. 

Pririte 

Dear Sir Farii* 

J «i 

I mutt owa that your Dtw propowl ^ave me a for in the 

first place I doaH want Latifi 1o leave my,Consultative CommiUcc 
work and^in ibe second, i should hardly think that Latifi would be 
prepared to accept the post of Secretary for four months and then to 
be turacd by Bfupat who is 15 years Sis junior. If Latifi^ is pre¬ 
pared to give up my work and accept the post for 4 months I am 
wi^ipg 1,0 lelWae him but it must be entirely at his own option. 1 
can't help repeating however that 1 still feel the simplest and faliesl 
thing would be lo put in Reid for the 4 months during which there 
will be no session of the Assembly and nothing of any serious kind 
cbmiag up. 

Will you let me know after receipt of this what you feel about 
Latifi. 

Yours sincerely* 
Willingdon 


P.S. 

^hflovilte has told me you would 
' lilcd'Di. Shafaat Ahmad for the ■ - 
' post of Agent to South Africa.' 1 
prasume you have sounded him 
oo the mauer and if he is willing 
tif.go will you be good enough to 
put-up hia aameofficially for my 
. approval. 1 think he should do. well. 


- Sf9th April, 1932. 

I^r Lbr^ Willingdon. 

- ■ 1 

I, You have4aked me what 1 feel, about i^fi a^er. reading your 
eoMineiits on my new proposal for tbe offieiatigg appoinuneiit. 
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If th« CoQsultaiivft Comtnittee is not pressed with too much work 
till next August and one Secretary will do» then Latih can take up 
this officiating appointment and return to the Consultative CommitLec 
in August. If Latih is to officiate in my Department and his place in 
the Consultative Committee is to be filled by a Muslim, there ti so far 
as 1 can see no one available to fill it suitably. Latifi will of course 
not fake up this work, nor will I ask him to take it up, if'it in any 
way really interferes with the Consultative Committce^s work< As 

' h ^ ^ 

regards Latifi taking up the work for four months only, and Bajpat 
coming in as a permanent Secretary, if health pennits, it is for Latifi 
to decide, and to arrive at a decision; be will naturally want to know 
whether on the expiry of these 4 months (it will only be months} 
he will go back to his place as Secretary of the Consultative 
Committee. 

As lo the Agent, I submitted a note yesterday. 

Yours sincerely. 

Fazl'i-Husain 


m. 10th April, 1932. 

Agent to Soolh Africa. 

1 have had one or two talks with His Excellency on the subject, 
but none of the persons discussed was found to be suitable. Since then, 
I have made many inquiries, and the result of my inquiries is this :— 

ICunwar Mahamj Singh, a very senior member of the U.P. Pro* 
vincial Service has been a Commisaioner and bis services are now lent 
lo the Jodhpur Durbar where he is probably getting Rs. 4,500/- a 
month, while hjs own pay in the U.P. was probably Rs, 3,000/*. He 
has been more than once employed in the matter of the Indians 
overseas. He belongs to a good family, has personalia, position, 
experience, knowledge and tact, and his wife is held by all whom I 
have consulted to be eminently suitable for South Africa' 1 had 
Kunwar Maharaj Singh in mind many times, but I always put him 
by because of the difficulty about pay, as the Govemmeitl of India 
could not give him the pay that he was getting in Jodhpur and J 
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fcft that be was not likely to go on tbe pay tbat he bad ia British 
India. 1 am, however, assured by a friend that ICunwar Mahaiaj 
Singh, since bis father's death, has independent means, and if 
rt^uestcd, will, in all probabilityi be prepared to sacrifice the Foreign 
Service pay that be is getting now; tf His Excellency agrees, may 
I privately and conlidenttally, consult him and’ practically offer tbe 
post to him, it being understood that on the question of pay, the 
Oovertimenl of India is not in a position to revise it. 

" Fazl-i-Huaain 


Private Secratary to Viceroy 


182. Telegram from P.S.V. 

eViceroy^s Camp, 

Dehra Dun, 

12 April, 1932). 

* Your telegram oi'the 1 Uh insL regarding the Agent in South 
Africa. His Eacetlency, before taking any action on the lines suggest^ 
cd by you with regard to MaharaJ Kunwar Singh, would like to know 
whether you sounded Dr. Shafaat Ahmed whom you last recommend¬ 
ed. Me feels that our repr^eniativc should be a Muslim this time 
and would like to know why you suggest ibis change. 


RS,V. 


183. Expresa TelegranirState P.S.V., 

Viceroy's Camp. 

13fh April, 1932. 

Your telegram of the t2th inst. regarding the Agent in South 
Africa. His Excellency and I and many other friends felt that our 
Agent this time should be a Muslim. JLatifi, Abdul Qadir and Wazir 
Hasan were sounded, but they did not want to be considered. [ tbert 
considered Shah Nawaz, Shafaat Ahmad, Iqbal and several non* 
Muslims. After consulting competent persons, the conclusion reached 
was that of the Muslim candidates Shafaat Ahmed was probably the 
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best, ind you told me that his wife bad lunched with Their Bxoellen* 
cits the other day aad you had formed a.good impression of her suit* 
abiHty» Ltalhcd to S ha feat and found that bis wife is an in valid aud 
has bceb laid for some time. On being, presied :by turn, she is pro* 
pared to accompany him and lias agreed to stay there for six months 
hi the year* When f was still considering this matter, a frjeod discus¬ 
sed with me the <|uestion of Kunwar Maharaj Singh, and 1 told him 
the reason why he was practically put aside i,*., on the question of 
pay. I revolved the whole question again in my mind and came to the 
conclusion that Kunwar Maharaj Singh, by reason of his age, exper* 

-P 

ience. knowledge, was more suitable, especially as the question of 

* 

investigation of scheme of colonization is to be gone into during the 
Ofist year. 1 have formed a vei^ good opinion of Dr, Shafaat Ahmed 
and his work and in siitte of it have arrived at the conclusion that 
Kunwar MaharaJ Singh should be recommended by me for His Excel¬ 
lency's approval. 

Fazt-i-Hussin 


IW. Telegram from P.S.V., 

Peshawar. 

17th April. 1932. 

Your telegram of the 16th tnst. 

The position with regard to Latih was clearly laid down in His 
Excellency's private letter to you of the 8tb April to which he is 
awaiting a reply. 

P.S.V. 


tS5, Express Tdegram to'P.S.V,, 

- Viceroy's Camp. 

(From Choa Sedan Shah) 

i 17th April, 1932. 

Vour telegram of ifae 17th regarding oiBciating airangemenis for 
the Secretaryship of the Department of Education, Health & Lands. 


Ar+'r\/at^3 XA^irsHn^Aic 




215 


In reply lo His Biccellcacy’s private letter of the 8th April, 1 sent 
the fol towing reply. Begins, 

You have asked me what I feel about LattB after reading your 
comments on my new proposal for the ofliciating appointment, If the 
Cotifultarive Cc^mittee is not pressed with too much work till next 
August and one Secretary will do, then Latifi can take up this ofheiat' 
ing appoiniment and return to the Consultative Coaunittee in August. 
If is to otheiate jo my Department und his place in the Consul^ 
tative Committee ts to be fliled by a Muslim, then there is, so far as [ 
can sec, no one available to fill it suitably, Latifi will, of course, not 
take.up this work, nor will 1 ask him to take k up, If it in any way 
really interfcreB with the Consuliuiive Committee's work. As to Latifi 

n ■ 

taking up the work for 4 months only, and Bajpai coming in as per* 
manent Secretary, if health permits, it U for Latifi to decide and to 
arrive at a decision. He will actually want to know whether, on the ex> 
piry of the four monibs (it will he, perhaps, only 3| months), fac will 
go back to his place as Secretary of tho Consultative Committee, 
Ends. 

It is on this letter that I have been awaiting His pxceUtney’s 
orders. 

Fozl’i-Husain 


18^> ^ Telegram from P.S.V., 

Peshawar, 

J8lh April, 1932. 

No. 45 C. 

In view of (he fact that the Consultative Committee will be meet* 
ing on May 23id and will be carrying on from thatdatefor some lime. 
His £xcdicncy fcd$ that be cannot release Latifi, Under the circum* 
stances. His Eaccllency must ask you to appoint Reid as the ofitciat* 
ing Secretary, 

P.S,V, 
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187. Tolcg™o*» {St***) l* P'S,V., 

Viceroy's C^mp, from H.M„ 
Choa Sedan Shah. 

.'i- 19th April, 1932 (mornmg). 

% 

(Mcialing appoinrment of Secretary pending return of Dajpai 
from leave. 

Your telegram of the 13th ApriJ : 

As my first recommendation was not accepted by His Excellency 
and the second has fallen through because Latifi cannot be released, 
ordinarily, in view of tny views on the subject, a man frojn outside 
would have been selected. From your telegram, however, I assume 
His Excellency has decided to appoint Reid. His Excellency*! order 
will be carried out—Reid to ofBcialc for four months, the period of 
Bajpai's leave; on the expiry of this period, Bajpfti to be Secretary, 
if medically fit, and if not, another Secretary will have to be selected. 
I thinlc it only right that Retd be informed that this olficiating ap¬ 
pointment should not be understood to give him any claim to the post 
even if Bajpal is not medically fit to take up the appointment, and 
that some one else wilt have to be selected. 

This will mean the appointment of a teinporary additional 
Deputy Secretary, Khurshid Muhammad, who officiated last year, did 
well and is available, and I recommend him to officiate as additionaJ 
Deputy Secretary. 

Faal-KHusain 


183. State Express Telegram from 

Peshawar. 

‘ - ' 20 April, 1932. 

No. 51 C.* / 

Officiating appointment of Secretary. 

His Excellency Is glad that you agree to Reid being appointed for 
four months, the period of Bajpai's leave, and be agreea that Reid 
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should be informed that ihii offitialiog appoinliBent tbould ooi 
be iindcfsiood to give him any claim to the post^ even if B^pai ia not 
medically fit to take op the appointment after hie leave. 

Hia Excellency agrees to the appointment of Khurshid MuhamJO*d 
as temporary additional Deputy Secretary. 

P.S.V. 

* . ■ 


Frintc and CoDfideotial. 

]g9. The Retreat, 

Simla*, 

2nd May, 1932. 

Dear Maulvi Shafee Daoodi, 

Yount of the 12ih April. 

Events of very great importance are no doubt happening but 
there is nothing definite that we can do in the absence of material 
wherein to express an opinion. In general, the Muslim view reami 
to be :— 

Federal Legislatures— 

Representation of Indian States as against British India 
should be on population basis and not in excess of it. 

Since Indian States refuse to consider representation of 
Muslim States or their Muslim subjects, we of British India 
are compelled to safeguard the position of Muslims in British 
India who arc entitled to 33% in British Indian representa* 
tion. Therefore, if any representation to Indian Sutes is 
given in exee^iS of their population basis, it should not be 
permitted lo reduce the representation of British Indian Mus¬ 
lims in the legislature. 

You had better think over this matter and discuss it with your 
friends and colleagues, 

Agaln^ as to whether such States as enter Federation should get 
only that representation to which they will be entitled qua the rest of 
thj States or the whole of the share of the States, the Muslim view 
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seems to be in fa VC tir of the former alternatives. As others come^ 
they will take their respective shares. 

Yours sinceiety, 
Fazl-i-Husain 

Maolvi Md. Shafee Daaodi Sahjb^ 

Secretaiyt 

All India Muslim Conference, 

Patna. 


190. 9th May, 1932. 

‘ Dear Aga Khan, 

Thanks awfully for yours of the 10th April. 

1 fhlly appreciate your criticisoi of the Indian Mualims* mistake 
of trying to fight on two fronts, l.e., the Hindus and the Untish. I am 
sxuc we will not permit them to do so. 

As regards the Hindus. Muslims are not fighting them. As a 
matter of fact, on that front they are on the defensive. The attacking 
party are the Hindus. 

As regards the second front, Muslims have been in the closest co> 
operation with the British even under trying ciicumstancos when that 
co-operation is not sought and valued but taken for granted and not 
even acknowledged, However, it is no use talking of the past. You 
and 1 are concerned with the present and the Aiture. The following 
points are worth mentioning : 

(1) Haji Abduiiah Haroon will soon be with you as a member of 
die Indian Delegation to Ottawa. He is a good man, and I 
have no doubt, under your guidance, be will do a substantial 
amount of good to the Muslim cause. 

(2) Decision by His Majesty^s Government as to tbc Muslim 

share in Legislatures of different provinces-It is a matter 

which should be decided on a very early date, and the deci¬ 
sion of the communal problem, to begin with may be iimited 
to this. His Majesty's Oovernment should not permit any 
other problem, whether it be of special constituencies, or of 
depressed classes, or of women's special representation, to 
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delay a dechioa or make it so involved as to be not clearly 
satisfactory to tbe Muslim public. 

(3) T have not been very well, and as a matter of fact since the 
3rd January 1921 ^ I have had no holiday or leave, and alt my 
Doctors insist upon my having early rest. Tbcrcforc, I am 
proceeding on a four months leave from the 20th of June. I 
intend spending most of my leave in Abbotlabad, and the 
last few weeks of it in Kashmir. 

With beat wiahes, 

1 renuin, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl'i-Husain 


Tbe Retreat, 

Simla, 

9lh May, 1932. 

Dear Lord Trwin, 

Thanks very much for a copy of your lecture. I am sore it must 
have been listened to with wrapt attention and it must have presented 
the problem to the audience in its true perspective. 1 am sure it wilt 
not add to the difficulties of the problem—a clear and frank enuncia* 
lion of difficulties put forward frankly and sympathetically with the 
express object of overcoming them is not taken ill. It is where one 
dwells upon them at length leading up to the position that fora long 
time to come they are insurmountable that the Indian public opinion 
becomes hostile. 

Corbett's contribution to the Indian Delegation to South Africa 
was very, very considerable. 1 cannot help reeling that Corbett's early 
retirement due to his health has been a very serious loss to India. 
Officers of his intelJectua] plus heart power are not many and India 
cannot afford to lose even a single one of the kind. 

Our negotiations in Cape Town had many ups and downs, and 
the impreaston left on my mind after the conclusion of the Conference 
was that there must have been a Providence to help us get the settic- 
menl we actually did. 
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I hive n&t been v^iy veil and ui proceeding on four moothi* 
leave from the 20th of June to take aoine reft. I intend to spend most 
of it in Abbottabad and the b$t part of it in Kaflitnir. 

(. With beet wishes. 

' 1 remaia. 

Yours sinoerely, 
Fazl-i-Htisatn 


192. Retreat, 

Simla, 

10th May, 1932. 

Dear AWullah, 

Yours of the 7th. 

The plan that T had suggested, when we had a talk in Delhi, was 
at follows ^ Say, the present deficit it X- Instead of the Bombay 
Govemment contributing this X to the Sind finances, in future the 
central Revenues should contribute it to ibe Sind fevenues, and only 
anionnt needed should be met cither by economies or by 
tapping additional sources of taxation, 

I agree with you that you should go to London and not slay here 
any longer, I have written to His Highness the Aga Khan. You 
should give him aU the help you can when there. The main points arer 

(t) Muslim repreaentalion on provincial Icgiilatures should be 
sealed in June ; and if it cannot be settled in June, the date 
which it can be settled should not be some day later than 
the second or the third week of July which should be defini¬ 
tely announced for the declaration of the decision. 

(2> In this decision, in minority provinces, the proportion of 
Mustims to nou-Mustims should be the same as at present in 
the case of elected seats. 

This raises the question of special electorates, Th^ shoaM 
be very few indeed, and in no case should they be more than 
• 5% of the total scats. It is possible that the question of 

womeo^s representation may be urged. It should be left to 
Muslims themselto arrange for it. TTiereforet that can- 
Dot be urged as a complication. 
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One* more, the question of depreued classes might be 
urged as a itumbling block There, again, their represonta- 
lion is to be confined within the Hindu commuiiity'i repre- 
leniatlon. 

(3) As to federation—Muslims are not against it and are pre¬ 
pared to welcome it, provided 

the representation of the States does not go beyond the 
population basis; and 

(2) if it does, the Muslim representation in British India 
should be the same as if the States had but been allowed 
represemation on population basis, 

(4) Financial burden ; 

States and British India should bear it just the same. 

Vours sincerely,, 
Fazl>i‘Hussain 


Private and confidential 

The Retreat, 

Simla. 

lOlh May, 1932, 

Dear Maulaoa Shafee Daoodi, 

There is nothing to be gained by writing tb dlfTerent people ask¬ 
ing tbam to carry out the Resolution ^ssed at Uhore. If you go ► on 
doing this you will only demonstrate that one part of the Resolution 
evokea no response from any Muslim quarter eacept the Ahrars, and 
I think it will be wrong on your part as Secretary of the Conference 
to do this. You should also bear in mind that C*D.O, is for the 
moment mom or less paralysed. Whether it will regain the lost ground 
Of not, it IS very difficult to say, but it would be sheer madness even 
to suggest to the Muslim community that they should consider plans 
of action. This la not the time for It. As a matter offset, many of us 

are ofth* view that it is wrong at any time to use h as apolitical 

weapon. Still, that is a controvoniil matter and Wc need not go into 

■» 
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it. The fact remaiiis that the present moment is flinst incppprtiuie 
even to think of It, 

With best wishes, 

I remain. 

Yours sincerety, 
Fasl-i'Husain 


194. PrtTAfe A PerstiBal, 

Seymour House, 

17, Waterloo Place, S. W. I, 

27th May, 1932. 

A 

Dear Sir Fax!*{‘Husain, 

On ray way home T spent a day at Karachi where I had a talk to 
Brayne, Chairman of the Sind Conference, Bhutto and some other 
Moslems and a number of Hindus, As a result of these conversations 
1 want to put a point to you for constderation. Have you seriously 
considered the advantages of uniting Sind and the Pun)ab both from 
the point of view of the new Constitution and from the point of view 
of the communal problem? I know that at the moment 
public opinion among Moslems, Hindus and Sikhs is opposed to it 
for reasons you know better than I do, but the more 1 consider the 
matter the more does it seem to me that the case for amalgamation 
in the long view is ex+ieraely strong. I confess that the people T have 
talked it over with are attracted by it on general principles, but argue 
agaln.st it on the ground that it is politically impossible at the moment. 
T am not sure that that Is a valid argument, if the fundamental case is 
as strong as T think it is. I venture therefore to put before you what 
seem to me the arguments for and against the proposal. i 

(a) Under responsible Government Sind ought not to be united 
to Bombay because it will once more become the Cinderella 
^ once power passes to the elected majority. On the other 
hand, if the impression which I have derived from Brayne, 
Bhutto and the Moslems and some of the Hindus at Karachi is 
correct, Sind as a leparaie Province will be a feeble and lame 
duck, a burden on the Central Government and no particular 
credit either to itself or lo the Moslems for a great many 
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years- It would have neither the money tsor the personnel 
to develop its country, its education, etc. 

{b) The union of Sind and the Punjab, if it could be put into 
effect, would be the permanent solution of the present acute 
Punjab communal question, for the Punjab would thea lake 
its place alongside ali the other Provinces of India, except 
fiengai, as being a Province in which one of the conmuatties 
has a decisive and permanent majority. All the Indian 
Provinces, except Bengal, can then be treated on the same 
basis, namely by giving for the time being at any rate elec* 
torates to the minorities with substantial woighlage for 
the Sikhs. 

(c) The Punjab and Sind together make a natural Province, 
united by population, by the Indus, by railways, by a common 
interest in irrigation- 

Now For the objections- The first objection is that at present 
poHticat opinion among Moslems, Hindus, and Sikhs appears to be 
opposed to the idea, Moslem opinion is opposed to it partly because 
the Sindhis are jealous and afraid of the Punjabis and are attracted 
by the **izzet** of being an independent Province, and partly because 
(he Punjabis do not want to be burdened by attaching to themeseives 
a deficit Commissionership, The Sikhs and the Hindus are naturally 
opposed to it because it would reduce the probability of their having 
approximately the balance of power in the Punjab. 1 am inclined to 
think, however, that Moslems at any rate have not really seriously 
considered the problem In its present-day terms for All-India reasons. 
They want an extra Moslem Province. But is there in fact any advan¬ 
tage in having an extra Moslem Province if that Province is going 
for years to be a feeble province and if the colargcd Punjab were 
given in the Federal Legislature the same representation, or approxi¬ 
mately the same representation, which would be given to the Punjab 
and Sind as separate Provinces? It seems to me that^rotn the Moslem 
point of view there is everything to be said for their having one great 
Province which can bear comparison in size, and in later years in 
population, with the other major Provinces, which has a great port 
of its own and in which the Moslems are assured of that permanent 
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fnajority which the Hindus wrli have elsewhere except in Beagat. It 
seems to me an immeasurably better position for them, looking to the 
future, than to have a definitely weak Province tn Sind and an eternal 
wrangle hi the Punjab because whatever solution liMre may be of the 
conuBuoal problem, the Moslems will only hav« 51% of the scats, 
which is not a majority from the point of view of making a responsi¬ 
ble Government. So far as the Hindus are conoerned, they should be 
content with their population ratio because of their piedomioance in 
the rest of India. As for the Sikhs, in the Joint Province it would 
probably be possible to give ihem the same, or approximately the 
same, weigbtage as to the Moslem minorities in other Provin<%s 
without endangering the Moslem majority itself. 

The second objection is that it is desirable to reduce the sixe of 
the Ftovinee, and that the separaiion of Sind, Orissa^ N> W. F, P,, 
etc., areatepa in that direction. I am inclined to dcnnir from these 
arguments because I cannot conceive of anything more caJculated to 
cnstire the break-up of India than to create linguistic Provinces. Il 
bu been democracy based on race and languages which has wrecked 
the. unity of Europe, and If we start India oa this foundation it will 
wcech India also. I am not therefore in favour of the small Provinces 
in principle though Provinces of 50 millions may prove to be too 
large. On the other hand, it seems to me that in practice it wjU he 
impoflsible to atari the new Indian Constitution on the basis of three 
deficit Provincca for to do so would absorb most of the surplus, if in 
fact there la a surplus, which the Percy CommiLtce proposes to allot 
la the. Fxovin:es. We shall therefore in proctica be faced with leaving 
Sind attached to Bombay or uniting it to the Punjab^ because financial 
reasont will prevent it from standing upon its own legs. If my 
arguments in the earlier pait^ of this letter ate sound, it would be 
woTtb while the Pui^jab making tome sacrifice to absorb Sind ihougb 
a compromise might be found in the Central Goi^nment nuking 
some subsidy for a number of yean on the basis of a dw^lining 
sliding icaJe. 

If these conaideratlons arc valid, 1 am inclined to think that they 
would gradually prevail against existing public opinion which has been 
made up of older arguments now out of date and without caking 
these faclQis into account. 
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I should be tremendouily obUged if you would let id* kaow wfiat 
you think about the idea. If you think it i» worth advancing, T would 
take ateps to preaa its con at deratio a in oonnection with the oommunal 
seftlenient here. If yon and everybody else turn It dowOt-well then 1 
suppose it must retire into the limbo of forgotten things. 

T hope that you are well and that your holiday will restore you 
to complete health. 1 greatly enjoyed the eouyenatton " I had with 
you at Simla and I only regret that you are not going to be in London 
this summer for the purpose of comultation. 

Yours sincerely, 
Lothian 

The Hon. Mian Sir Fazl-UHiissam, H. C. 1. B., 

The Retreat, 

SIMLA. 


Memter of Council, 

for Education, Health and Land, 

tndia. 

195. Simla. 

-I I 

6lh June, 1932, 

0ear Lord Lothian, 

¥ 

I 

I got yours of the 27th May yesterday. 

The problem you mention is one in which 1 have been keenly 
bterested for a number ofyeara, and in 1930, our ihw Comitiaad«r-iD> 
Chief was very keen on it. He wrote a note on it, showed it to nie 
and then gave it to Lord Irwin. The matter was, however, dropped 
because nobody was keen enough to pfooeed^ with tt The real 
' argnimni for Punjab^in*Siud ProTtnoe is that that will make natural 
province^ but just now all other arguments are against iW 

(1) Sind is a deficit area, it will be deficit area wbethor iaeked 
on to the Punjab or Bombay, or set up a separate province. 

(2) Will its tacking on to the Punjab solve the communal 
V problem in the Punjab? You seem to think that it will. 

. , ~ lam afraid I am not so hopnfuL^ You see the population of 

Sind and its distribution between Mustisu and noo^Mustuns 
Is not such as to make very much difiTcrenoe. Moreovex. a 
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substantial weighlage to SiJths, a® long as it Iffaves a woftlng 
majority to Muslims, will not satisfy Sikhs or Hindus. 
Moreover^ as you ara no doubt aware, the figures arc such 
that, having made proviaton for Europeans, Anglo-Indians, 
Indian Christians, commercial intetesb, women &c., instead 
of 51 or 52 Muhammedans may have 53%, but I doubt 
whether they would have any more by this arrangement- 

(3} Sind people ore very touchy on this point. They would not 
attribute this move to your desire for creating a naiurai 
province with the possibility of economic development 
unhindered in the future, but to some Machiavellian device 
on my part to make the Punjab extremely strong, secure for 
it a seaboard, and thus estabJisb a Muslim Empire from the 
confines of the Russian border to Karachi 1 

As to small province, 1 am with you, but if things are politically 
impossible, well, there is nothing for ui to do but to recognise that 
ihey are politically impossible, and,ybr iHt time btiagf the matter ends 
there. This, however, docs not mean that in course of lime it cannot 
be revived. If SiniJ is separated, and sepaxatiou involves inevitably a 
Hubsidy, it will be easier later to uck it on to the Punjab, for m these 
days of economic depression and financial bankruptcy, one cannot 
afford to be generous even to a starving relation or friend. 

On the whole, the conclusion I have reached is that the present 
Hfnft is, not opportune for raising this point. U will be attacked on 
all sides—Punjab, on the financial ground; Stud, on the ground of loss 
of independence; Bombay, on the ground that if Sind is to be tacked 
on to someone else, >wby not to Bombay itself; by Hindus, on the 
ground of strengthening Muslim position m upper India and by 
Muslims themselves on the ground of loss of a Muslim province; and 
by everybodyt on the ground that this is another device for dciay. . 

Quiet prevails on most of the fronts, but quiet is not peace. 

1 am proceeding on four months*^ leave from the 20th inst. in 
order to try to improve my health. It is not a political leave, as the 
public press would have it, to be itneresied in conferring with the 
India Office and the Cabinet to influence reforms. As a matter of 
Blct, I am going tospend most of it in a small place called Abbottabad. 
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In case 1 succeed in improviog my heatlb, I ain ready to place what 
' Ijnte I know at the disposal of those with whom rests the power to 
' take decisions. 

With best wishes. 

I itmain, 

Yours most sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 


m. Simla, 

29tb July, 1932, - 

My dear Mierille, 

With reference to our conversation yesterday regarding the 
situation in Atwar, I am enclosing a cutting from the Stattsman of 
this morning which deals With the grievances of the Muslims with 
regard to their religious and secular education in Alwar State, 
Towards the end, it is mentioned that the number of Alwar Muslims 
who have reocntly left the State and arrived at Delhi now amounts 
to g72. This may lead to a serious situation in Gurgaon and Delht, 
and I think it would be desirable to make an immediate inquiry from 
the State as to the causes which have led these people to leave their 
homes in the State and to migrate to Delhi, f 

Two other matters that require immediate attention are: the 
firing on the 29th of May last which resultedt it is alleged, in the death 
of 2 Muslims, and injuries to several others. It has been repeatedly 
alleged in the press that this firing was entirely unjustified, and it has 
even been asserted that it was unauthorized, 1 have not, to far, seen 
any authoritative account of the incident issued by the State authori* 
ties. It is probable that the State did issue their own version of the 
incident, but I have not noticed it. If inquiries elicit the fhet that 
the State authorities themselves consider that somebody was to blame 
in connection with this firing, I think it would add considerably to, 
the prestige of the State and would help to restore confidence if they 
issued a communique dealing with the matter and stated where the 
blame lay, and what action bad been taken. 

The other matter is the question of the representation of persons 
who have been prosecuted in cunsequeoce of the recent disturbances. 
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Tbe Siti« autlioritiM have fefuscd permiBsion to lawyett frooi 
British India to defend such persons, and the position taken up by 
the State is that only legal practittoners who bold licences for 
practising tn the State can appear in the State Courts, The same 
position obtains in the firitisb Indian High Courts, but with respect 
to individual cases^ High Courts and Courts subordinate thereto 
always grant pennission as a matter of course to a legal practitioner 
who is an Advocate of another High Court; and I do not see why 
with regard to cases that have uiscn out of the recent disturbancot, 
the Alwar State should not grant the same concession to lawyers 
practising in British India as is granted by the various British Indian 
, High Courts to lawyers carolled in one High Court who seek per^ 
oiisfiionto conduct cases within the jurisdiction of another High Court. 
This question of representation of accused persons by lawyers from 
Hxitiah India led to a great deal of trouble in the case of iCashmir, 
gad tbe Alwar State authorities would be well advised to adopt the 
position which ihe Kashmir auihorities eventually adopted on the 
advice Qf their Chief Justice. 

In niy opinion, the whole (rouble in Alwar could be easily 
brought to an end by a symapathcik handling of the situation by the 
State authorities and by concessions with regard to the free imparting 
q£ religious and secular instruction. Restrictions on mligioiu instruct 
lina will «ot be tolerated by the Muslims, and restrictions on secuiar 
edneation, where the funds for such education are provided by toe 
Muelimi themselves or by Anjumaas interested in Muslim educauon, 
merely, add lo their irritatloa aod to the difficulties of the situation, 
f do not pee why tbe study of Hindi should be made compuUory and 
(he study of Urdu should be excluded in schools maintained by the 
Mustkiis of the State with their own funds or with the help of funds 
otitained from outside. Nor can 1 understand the retlxictton ioipoiKid 
upon the employmeut of teachers who are being maintained by educa¬ 
tional societies or associations outside tbe State. Surely, the State 
ought to recognise that such irritaUng restrictions can only operate 
to accumulate a store of djJShculties for the State authotities and that 
the time has come when the State must cheerfully accept a more 
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Uberal policy with regard to education and other beneficent 
deparunentf. 

' Yonn tfncerely/ 

Fazi'i^Hiuain 

Sir Eric C Mievitle. 

P. S. 

The lateit informaiton { have received with rc^rd to the nuimbcr 
of people who have migrated from Alwar dty to plioea outside the 
State ia very much more alarming than what 1 had been hitherto 
told. 1 am informed that by far the largm portion of the MiuJim 
population of Alwar city hu migrated from the city to Hisiar, RewaH, 
Ourgiion, Ferozepore Jhirka, Agra, fiharatpur, Ajmer, Jaipur and 
otlMf places outside the State, The numbers are variously estimated, 
but at the lowest computaiion, the total number of people who have 
migrated to Delhi and to other places mentioned above could not be 
less than several thousands. The situation has bcooine very serious 
during the last fortnight, and 1 am very much afraid that conditions 
very similar to Uie Kashmir agitation are likely to arise if the State 
authorities are not immediately advised to adopt and pursue a more 
oondllatory policy towards the Muslim subjects of the State. 

Pvlfate and Can g J ea rial, 

197. d, King fidward Road, 

New Delhi, 

7th Nov, 1932, 

My dear Sbobabuddin, 

Yours of the 5th inst. 

Thanks very much for the water melons of your lagir- l ean 
cooMientiously certify to their beiug good. 1 wish you enjoy them 
and you will find a great market for them and aoiaia great wealth 
through them, provided you always supply them to me free. 

Re. Jogindra Singh's plan of joijit electorates for Sikhs and 
Musiiins on the basil of reservation of scats as Axmi by the Prime 
Minister. Now, why cauT you help him a JtUle to have a definite 
schema ? I assume what he means is that of the general oonstltuenaies, 
g6 Muslim constihienciea and 30 Slkii constitucttcies ilmald be lumped 
' together, and 116 constituencies framed oul of shM fot Kaja«»iiTn: 
Sikhs both ; and that of these J16 constitiMtcsas, 10 be cartMarked as 
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rrtcrved for Sikhs, the remaining 86 being reserved for Muslinu; in 
each one of these, 116 Muslim and Sikh voters to vole, In other 
words, in 30 of these 116 constituencies Muslims will not be eligible 
for ejection, and in the remaining 86 constituencies Sikhs will not be 
eligible for election, If this U what Jogindra Singh really ns»as, 
then before he and [ have a talk on the subject, it would be best if 
he has a (a)k first with his own moderate friends, and then with the 
hardware Parbandhak people who claim to rule the Punjab Sikhs. 1 do 
■rt want to be mixed up with talks unlas the Sikh community it 
behind the idea. Otherwise it will be said that I am miileading them, 
and it will not be realised that as a matter of l^ct the idea has 
en^hated from Jogindra Singh. There is a strong psychological reason 
behind my suggestion. If the extremist Sikhs find that Jogindra Singh 
and I have evolved this plan, they are bound to condemn it at the 
■ very stan; but if they feel that they have evolved it, they may not 
later on feel safe to disown it. Don’t you think there is a great ft»rM 
in this ? 

Wheu are you coming to the President's Confrcnce 1 1 shall be 
glad U> put you up when you do come. You will, of course, give me 
detailed instructions as to how you like to tie in bed and what you 
. want to catf and what juices you imbibe, and so on. 

With best wishes. 

Yours tjDcerly, 
Fazl*i* Husain 

Ch. Sir Shahabuddin. 

198. * New Delhi, 

21st November, 1932, 

My dear Shafaat, 

Youis of the 5th November. 

The question you put me this time is of the same sort as you put 
me last year, and 1 sent you a detailed reply by the last Air Mail. 
You say now that if the Hindu delegates clear out of the Conference 
in case central responiibiliiy it not agreed to, what should the Muslims 
do? 1 have no hesitation in answering that query. The attitude of 
Hindus can have no bearing on the right attitude which the Muslims 
should adopt and continue to adopt. If-nair*coH>peration is not 
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right it cannot become right because the Hindus are leaving (he 
Conference, So, 1 realty do not quite sec your difficulty. As f tried 
to explain to vou in my Tast lettef, you should concentrate your mind 
on what is right, and then adhere to your decision on it, irrespective 
of what others do or what others try to persuade you to do or not to 
do, and even of what, in that respect, support you have from the 
public or not. Because if you are to lead and not to be led, then 
tnrely this is the only course for you to adopt. This does not mean 
that you should refuse to be influenced by public opinion where you 
have been rather hasty and not talcing due stock of the feelings of (he 
public concerned; but under ordinary circumstances the course I have 
indicated above is the only right course for you to adopt—a course 
which in life is bound to pay in the long run. 

The Allahabad Conference has come to an cgd. The Muslim 
League and the All-India Muslim Conference and the Jamiat-i-Ulema 
have met here and passed resolutions of which you must have already 
been apprised before now, and the short notice question which Siud 
has put and has been replied to; and the position is clear, firstly, thi,t 
Sind in all probability will be separated. You should have do diffi¬ 
culty in persuading the R. T. Q to do it. Sapru has always been 
very reasonable on this subject as on many others. The financial 
obstacle has disappeared by Siodhis offering to find 12 lakhs or so 
for additional eipenditure; so, the matter is practically one which' 
might be treated as settled. 

As regards representation at the centre, if there is Federation, 
you must work hard to get at least 33 l/3rd% assessing the British 
Indian share on popuiation basis as against the share of the ladmo 
States. Elon’t be misfed by the offers of Indian States that they will 
appoint Muslims to the extent of one-third. I know that formerly 
they adopted the attitude that they excluded all communal considera¬ 
tions, but in order to secure your agreement if they make new pro¬ 
mises by reserving one-third for Muslims, try to treat that as irrelev¬ 
ant, and say that in the case of British India you are entitled to 
one-third of the share to which British India Is entitled, and if the 
Hindus are so generous as to let Indian States have more than their 

population basis, that it their own look out. This is extremely 
important. 
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I trust you vvill show this to His Highness the Aga Khan and also 
to Zefrulla. 1 trust you will be looking after lahan Ara who Is sit 
by herself, and must be, off and on, feeling the abeenco of her father. 

I am sure Zafnitfa also will be vei^ nice and kind to hbf and discuss 
various matters with her so that she may not foci either behtg neglected' 
of excluded. 

With best wishes, ' 

I remain,^' * 
Yours stncerely, 
Fazbi'Huuin 


199. Durand Road, 

, Lahore, 

22nd November, 1932. 

My dear FaEl«i>HusaiD, 

Hindus and Sikhs of the Punjab wish to have joint electoiatas on 
terms set forth In the accompanying note. The proportion in services 
is not mentjoned in it, but they agree to reserve 50% for MuUms. If 
you are inclined to consider the proposal favourably, please let us 
know the lines on which we should proceed. They say that if you are 
favourably inclined, Pandit Malvla and other non-Muslim leaders will 
come to you for settling details. Waiting for an early reply. 

Ever sincerely yours, 
Sbahabuddin 


Private and coadIdcuCiaL 

200. New Delhi, 

23fd NovcBbct, 1932. 

My dear Shahaboddin. < 

Yours of the 22nd with enclosure. Thii son of fuggeslion after 
(he subject has been thrashed out for years can hardly be said to be 
butineselikc^ Will you i kindly have it completed in these respects ? 
Does H mean the elimination of special oonstUuencies—University, 
CoiBiBerQc,^ Industry, Labour, landlords, rTumatandatsT If not, how 
many af tkiesa ten are to bo credtied towards 102, 40 and 56 ? Again, 
is it intended that Europeans and Anglo'-tadians should have separate 
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etectoratfd or aot^T Again* in caae ChFistians dealre ruarvation, «n 
what basis that reservation is to take place. How costitueocies arn to 
be selected for that purpose ? Again, is this to he a part of the 
All-India scheme^ or to be independent ? And once more, js the 
raising of the number from 175 to}200 an inte^al part of the suggestion? 

Do 1 take it that our friend Jogt's proposal to have joint elec¬ 
torates of Sikhs and Muslims on the basis of seats reserved in the 
Prime Minister’s decision has been dropped by him, or have you 
dropped it 7 

Now I am answering your letter of the 22nd on the 23rd, and 
you cannot say that I have made you wait for a reply. 

With best wishes, 

I remain, 

£ I . Yours sincerely, 

Faz!-i-Husain 




2<J1* 6 King Edward Road, New Delhi 

, ’ 241h November, 1932 

My dear Amir Din, 

I find from the papers that Sheikh Hisamuddin who styles himself 
as President of the All-Tndia Ahrar Party proposes to hold a public 
meeting at Lahore on the 2nd of December with the object of 
supporting the Allahabad proposal, agd against the Delhi Resolution 
and the Award. > His statement to the press is couched in a spirit of 
bravado. No one dare hold a public meeting or speak at it in favour 
of separate electorates and more thnn 51% for Muslims. T cannot 
believe that the Muslim public of Lahore are of that view. The issue 
for the Punjab is as follows : 


Under the Govenunent decision, we get more than 51 'and 

separate electorates. Allahabad decision restricts. us to 51 and no 

more and wants to modify the mode of cle^lon as well. Then there 

is tiw third point that while the Govt, hold that the Punjab should 

have the same sort of autonomy as‘other provinces^ the Allahabad 

decision says we sl^uld have all the safeguards that have been 

evolved at Allahabad and amount to negation of self-government and 

responsibility. These are the thr» main pointy and on all these Ihcee 

> ^ *■ . , , 




234 

thew can be no doubt whatioevtr that Muslim Punjab will be on one 
vide. 

Now as to the ways and nieaTis—All the miKellaneous institutions 
of the youth and others should be canvassed; all Anjumans should 
combine and after Jumma prayers on the 2nd of December hold tins 
meeting. I am sure if the volunteers and the MohaMadars and all 
classes and specially the masses arc approached, asuccesi like the 
one we achieved in 11^24 in the Muslim League annual meeting can 
be acbkwed. Excellent speakers from amongst the Ulemas and the 
working classes and the educated cUssea should be secured, and a 
large number of people to clap them. Vou had better consult Haji 
Rahim Bakhth, Mehr Shuja, Ghulam Mohyuddin, and to do the 
needful. In the case of miscellaneous organizations and voluntecw, 
they may need uniforms or flags, and in this matter Haji Rahim 
‘ Bakhsh will be able to assist. You can also ask Mirza Yakub Beg 
and othen to join in and all together take advantage of the occasion 
to settle this matter for good. In case the Legislature is in session, you 
can get some councillors to speak. If you can make your arrange* 
ments pukka, it is quite possible that Ahrars may ibiok better of 
U and not secede from the position they, took up last year. 

Show this to Malik Sahib and let roe know what steps are being 

taken. 

With best wishes, 

1 remain, 

Yours sincerely. 

Fazi'i-Husain 

-I . ■ - 

The Daily *Hamdam’*. 

202. Lucknow, 4th December 1932 

My Dear Sir Fazle Husain. 

I hope you read the Daily Hamdam and approve of what we 
write. I closely follow your policy because 1 honestly believe there 
is no Muslim leader in India more devoted to the community than 
yourself and 1 never failed to give expression to this feeling. This 
is my honest opinion and not inspired by any base motive but the 
'tijjijnl** of Calcutta writes that like the Inqilab Hamdam is your 
paper and says ditto to what you say. This is because I advise 
caatton in the settlement of communal differences! There is one 
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good thing however. So far as the NfusUni inielligenuia in this 
province and C. P. is concerned they value our advice and as Mr laffi 
or Hafe ViUyatula will teli you Daily Hamdain Is the only paper 
which has any influence oh ThiiT sending the paper to the 

educated voters which was advised by my friend Sir Mobatnmad Yakub 
means a lot of espeose to me but has proved very profltabte in this 
respect (bat most of those who fitand for public opinion draw their 
inspirations from the Hamdatn. You wouid have seen from the 
C. I. D. reports that our circulation now exceeds the InqiLab, and 
r am now pushing the paper in Bihar and Bengal. My experience 
now is that people in villages appreciate honest opinion more than 
people in cities who come in contact with politicians and if we could 
capture even one fourth of the voters in every province it will be a 
great success. Unfortunately most of them are illiterate and cannot 
subscribe to the paper and the Electoral Rolls arc wrong. They 
contain many names which do not exist and our paper comes back 
undelivered through the DX,O.Yoa shall be glad to hear that in order 
to cope with the huge work pertaining to our ^office the Post Office^ 
even in these days of financial sldngency, have opened a post oflSce 
exclusively for our use called the ‘‘Kamdam Post Office*'. 

I hope my son Rhalitullah who is in Delhi meets you frequently. 
I have no ambitions now and have completely retired from life but 
thoie who will do a good turn to my son will earn my gratitude and 
blessings. I know how kind you have bilen to him and i shall never 
forget it. I sent him to England for the I, C. S. but be joined the 
Patiala service and now finds himself a victim of princely vicissicudes. 
You who have dedicated your life to the service of Mosaalmans 
wilt not fait to help him if necessity arises, f a» very sony Dr 
Ziauddm has been going about Btaliguing us. When I was away 
from here there a)^eared an article in which certain unpalatable 
remarks were passed on him. Since then he started his campaign 
of vilification and I had to go to court for defamation but as toon 
as he offered an explanation! withdrew the case. But he appears 
to be mortally offended and is going about maligning not only my 
poorsetf but my son as well. Does it befit a leader of his position to 
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uit pqreoaftl in (hU to mr of an iiu«wcat 

bogf wh0 lut QotUaimfld Ujh ia ^ . 

Tlney m oi^ycuMtiAt evenwh^ i% ^^PPP>‘C ^ 

AIMWbvl I Yakoob ^iU ^ OA »! 

addm »U tfa« rbpiwsi>u«ive Institutiom fiwii w P^ct ^ards. 
Mimietiulitia JUid tegis Councils ^ «^k their member to 

c«omin/e aa^etmgs of members and pass opjUitop <m tbc settlepifinlT 
' Wi|b beat wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Abdullah Khan 


203. 6, King Edward Road, New Delhi, 

5 th December, 1932, 

1 

My dear Shahbuddtii, 

Yourt of the 3rd and Its enclosure. 

I am afraid you ore devoting yourself and your brain entirely 
to the collection of filthy lucre and digging ^Id out of the land 
which .posspsaes sajtpetre only. I haw no desire to prevent your 
bg^ing a ^llionaire. but I do think that you should not devote 
all God-given brain power to serve private ambitions only, but 
devote a part of it to matters of public interest, TJow, I should like 
yon to dumstne the ajuiiwinnit which you haw wntto nw and let 
nia baVa a wril*entWiW^fe4 note oo *1^* Ctitjipgil^y examining^ it from 
the Mwlim ppt^ of view» a^d atating its good ila 

pohUa: so that i may judge whether yoqf bfain power ia still intact 
and wbKhex yont knowledge is tordWf ¥ iV dale , ns it used 

to bo hs the past., ^ 

I thinkyom like me, would like to. know Wbetbet, in the matter 
oT-the tpeciftl co»titoencies which k is pi!OPO«pd Ustraisa from 10 to 16 
thaokdorattt gt special ooi^titugncies will pppulatioa of 

Mualims, Hindim and Sikhs, as it is intoadi^ sbouid be eeOected in 
Ihn^toiales of fcmeral cojastituencigs- It ig dWcult to cypress an 
oftaba iMlil yo« baye fuoMsbed me with thia ^formatbO' 


With best wishes, - 


\ remain. 


Yours sincerely, 
FaxJ-hlfusuin 




-1 
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204. , . 6. Kiiii E4w*fd DcUii 

6(h DfVWtptAert 1^32 v - ’ 

My (kar Abduitili Kbvi-, 

Yours of the 4ih Decwnbfcr. 

I look thfouefc Tbc DaUy Hamd»m WiA peat inttfcsl. I h4>e 
bcea observing a keen contest going on r4 youl' own nliod-^your 
anxiety, at times almost pathetic, for peace with our Hindu fellow 
countrymen; your disillusioament as efforts towards peace are 
repulsed and eventually fail. iThis is very sad. But then how can 
you help it. A make-believe peace is no peace. It is only deception, 
and the insidious propaganda carried on to revile Muslims in India 
has produced results in the sihape of iiS Intensely scTftsli aSSd aiiti- 
Muslim mentality bent upon subjugating eitlfilit ty absdyj^lh^ or 
by economic degradation, followed by social and political de)^fk4attdii 
of the Muslim community; and the question is: Is this in the 
interest of India (not to speak of the interest of the Muslim 
community)? Obviously, H is not; for, if Muslim and Western 
influences are withdrawn from India, it is bound to relapse quickly 
into pre-Muslim intolerance, selfishness, inhumiipily, leadiug to 
revolution. How Brahmanism overcame Buddhism and exterminated 
it and set up an Inhuman and intensely selfish system of society aiid 
government, till, in its turn, it was checked by Muslim i^uence, 
is a mailer of recent history. However, we should never refuse to 
explore all possible proposals to bring about peace between the 
communities. 

1 um afraid most of the Hibdu press mt^udge me. It is wrong 
to say that fnqttihb or the Muslim press at Urge follow me or my 
poUcy. The truth is that they and 1 follow the same poHcy and in 
dealing with, different problemSf independently of ageh other, arrive 
at the same conclusions. This is a very healthy sign showing that 
the spirit of independent inquiry, investigation and way of 
presenting the couclusions reached arc luckily becoming uniform 
and general. I wish your paper every success, and'l hstve ttb dioubt 
every Wctl-vdaficr of India will join me in doing so. 

1 have had the pleasure of meeting your son Khaliluilah and 
was very much impressed by bU personality. I have not seen him 
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for some time and have oot yet beta able to get hold of his address. 
I shill be glad to see him and advise him in any matter in which be 
may care to seek my advice, I very strongly. deprecate leading 
Modima carrying on a feud, and shall be glad to pnt an end to the 
fend you tefer to whca I have seen yonr son and obtained more 
infonnatioo on the subject. 

With best wishes, -i. 

1 - 
1 remaini 

.... Youis sincerely^ 

Fazl'i-Husain 

^.Kawab Abdullah Khan Sahib of Khasmaodif 
‘‘The Daily Hamdam**, 

Lock^w, 


205. \ 3, Durand Road, 

Lahore, 6th December» 1932 

My dear Fazt-i-Hnsain, 

Yours of 5th. If you are inclined to have joint electorates in 
the Punjab, kindly send a statement of terms on which further 
negotiations may be held. If you do not wish to have Joint 
electorates at all, say so, and the matter ends; but if you wish to 
have them, please let me know your terms and conditions. If Hindus 
and Sikhs accept those terms, well and good; otherwise all further 
negotiations shall be stopped. I have yet got some brain power, 
but I don't wish to spend it. Nothing is so perfect under this dome 
of Heaven that no objection can be raised against it. You are to 
lead and T am to follow. Let me know your final decision in detail. 
If it is in the affirmative; otherwise a mere will do. ^ 


I ^ I ■ 

^ As 1 intend to go again to the Chak, please reply at your 
earliest convenience. 


With best .wishes. 




i' 


Ever sincerely yours, 
Shahabuddin 

t 
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206. New Dcihf, 7th December, 1931 

My dear Shahabuddiiij 

Yours of the 6tfa. 

This Is not at all fair. You tnusi tell me Whether in the case of 
special constituencies the voting list is to stand as it is or is to be 
revised on the same principle as the list of voters of general 
constituencies. 1 cannot give you my opinion without this 
infornution. 

It is a pity that yon do not concentiate yoor mind on the problem 
and give me the benefit of your opinion. I have never professed to 
be infallible, and I cannot feel confident in my own judgment unless 
1 have had the benefit of consulting my friends and if my fVieiids 
will not tell me frankly their own opinions, then all I can say is that 
they are not treating me fairly. 

With best wishes, 

I rematn. 


Yours Bincercly, 
FaKt-j-Husain 


3, Durand Road, 

Lahore, 9th December, 1931 

My dear Fazl-i-Husain, 

Yours of 7tb. The statement forwarded with my letter of the 
3rd instant was dictated in my presence and with my concurrence- 
Your objection as to how population will be reflected in the voting 
strength of the University Constituency U quite valid. But the idea 
was that only the Fellows of the University will be votera and that 
et^tJon will be by single non-transferable vote. In rny opiniom the 
University must have among others at least one Muslim representative. 

Population strength will not be reflected even in the case of 
Land-holders and Labour, but our number is so large there that a 
resort to the single non-transfeiablc vote syitem shall be unneoesaary. 
In TiunofN/arr Constituency non-MuslIms shall have no hand at all; 
in the Constituency of Commerce, Muslims .sand Europeans will be 
able to elect a desirable Hindu. 
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You toill observe that if we get 90 out of 175 seats^ our percentage 
shall be or 51.43, You will also observe that Hindus, including 
Harilans will gel only 47 seats; while Sikhs will gel 34 seals, that is 
to lay 19.43 or 19| per cent. 

If the princtplc of joint electorates with reservatLon of seats is 
aoccpicd, the above distribution is not unfair. However, the decision 
reels with yOu, and. therefore, any terms atid conditions which jfon 
may suggest shall be faithfully acted upon, and if they -are noi 
4tccaptablf tO; Hindus and Sikhs, oegolialions shall break at onc^. 

' h l ifltetid to leave for my Chai in the afternoou of 10th and shall 

be obliged If your reply reaches me before my departure, 

■. ‘ i * '» Yours sincerely* 

Sfeahabuddin 


208. 6, King Edward Road, 

New Delhi, 

16 th December, 1932. 

My dear Abdullah, 

Affairs at the Round Table Conference in London arc approach¬ 
ing a crisis, and as part of that crisis the Allahabad Conference is 
trying to push Muslim India into a position wherefrom they could not 
ever rise again and assume their position and status in the country. 
Strenuous efforts, as you know, have been made during November 
and are being continued now, as the Congress and tlie Hindu 
Mahasabfaa have no deaire to be just to Muslim claims. Their elToits 
cannot succed unless it be through yout own negligence. 1 have 
noticed that your efforts in setting the matter about Sind right have 
been crowned with a large measure of success. Sind opinloA has 
generally condemned the Allahabad offer as Co the separation of Sind. 
Bhattoo'and others who were flirting with the Allahabad Conference 
have realist the mistake they made and are now strong champions 
of the Muslim Conference view. Now the next work is to make the 
Confbmot and' Jamioi-i-Ulema smsiom at Calcutta next Chtilimas 
week a success. Some Calcutta Muslims have awnkened to the-im^ 
ports nee of the occasion and are really working tow^ds success. 
The Nawab of Dacca has definitely promised lo be’ preset. 
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Abdul Hafeez and others arc going there. AbdulUh Stihfawardy and 
others have taken active steps in making both these nieetings 
successful. 1 think it is necessary that you should be prescati and 
present a few days before the aeluat meeiiog so that you may con¬ 
tribute towards the success of the gathering. The faist that you have 
been in England and Ottawa renders this all the more necesaary. 

1 understand you have already paid Rs. 200/- towards afl^irst and 
I suppose^ Rs. 500/- is being sent for the rvnniag expenses of the 
Conference olbcc. hfow it is for consideration what can be spared 
to make good the deficit of the Calcutta meeting in case there is a 
deficit. 1 trust there will* be no wastage. As a great deal depends 
upon the success of these gatherings. I feel that you should be prepared 
to meet the deficit, if any. to the extent of two-thirds of the funds 
promisicd to be made available recently. 1 shall be f lad it yott will 
let me know when you arc likely to reach Calcutta and for how long 
you are going to stay there. 1 wanted very much to be thcfe Htyteif, 
but 1 have to open the Economic Conference here on the 2n4 January 
and then attend an Executive Council meeting at Calcutta on the 4llij 
so rt IS alto^hcr impossible for me to do so. 

With best wishes. 

1 remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Hus*iin 

Haji Sir Abdullah Haroon. 

20$, Motipur Zcmiiidary Co, Ltd. 

Molipur P, O. 

B. &N. W. Ry. 

18th December, mi, 

^ r * 

My Dear Mian Sahib. 

Thanks for your letter of i6ih instant. 

I am very much pleased to learn that the Muslim conference of 
Calcutta will be positively successful as the honourable Bengalee 
members have promised to attend. But very much regret to say that 
my long absence of 6 or 7 weeks from Karachi is a bar to my attend- 
ing this meeting and now 1 am forced to go there as my presence is 
badly needed. 
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Aft^r Karachi I have to come again to thii place in the Isl week 
of January next. Here, as all work U beginning, fio I have to make 
all iorti of conuacts by that lime and therefore am very much sorry 
that 1 am unable to comply your suggestions. 

I have already informed Moulaua Shafee Daoodi to take 
Ra. 1,000/- (Rupees one thousand) from my partner's office, Seth 
Abdul Rahim Oosman Sahib, No. 2. Rajtnohan Street Calcutta. 
Besides 1 have asked my partner to help MauUnu in raising subscrip¬ 
tions in Calcutta. 

I am glad to learn that the claim of Sind will crown with success. 
Owing to some effort regarding Sind all the respectable and responsi- 
bio peroons of Sind came forward to condemn the rcsoluiion of 
Allahabad conference and I hope they will be continuing their con¬ 
demnation in this way. 

I am leaving Motipur on or about 20th instant. Probably 1 will 
be in Calcutta by the end of the Jst week of January next to place 
some orders for my business ; So I will try my best to see you there. 

Yours sincerely, 
Abdullah Haroon 


21Q, Home Member of Council, 

New Delhi, 

22nd December 1932. 

Dear Sir Fazli, 

With reference to your note of 14th December dealing with the 
Press communique regarding the 1, C. S. examination, 1 think all 
ihe points which you mention will be arising during our discussions 
in Calcutta. We arc putting up for CouDcil two separate cases; 

(1) the whole problem of the representatton of Muslims and 
other minorities in the Services; 

(2) the question of the method of recruitment for the 1. C. S. 
The first of these will cover (a) and (c) of your note, and the second 
will cover (b). (a) and (c) really raise questions in regard to the 
machinery for giving effect to our policy, whatever it may be, but 
we shall, of course, be discussing the much larger question of whether 
any change in the statement of that policy is required. With regard 
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to (c), nomlanlions EOAy be made ffom thoic ivbo appear citber at the 
Delhi or at the Loodoa exambatioD. 

Yours sincerelyt 
Harry Haig 

The Hcn*b1e Khait Bahadur > 

Mian Sir FazM-Huaein ' 

K. C. S. L. K. C. I. E„ Kt. 

Member of Council. 

1 may add that the mention of one Ceylonese in the communique 
was misleading. He is not treated as belonging to a minority 
community. 


2M. Lafkana (Sind) 

3Sth December^ 1932 

My dear Sir Fazl-i'Hufiain, 

We are extremely gratified to learn that His Majesty*® Govern¬ 
ment have after all fulfilled our eupcctations about the Sind Separa¬ 
tion problem which now, thanks to your efforts. ~ is a complete fact. 
The Moslems of Sind are conscious of the fact that you have 
contributed to a very large extent towards thcii success in this matter 
and I take this opportunity to thank you most warmly on their behalf. 

Wc sincerely trust that you would kindly continue to take the 
same interest in our affairs and sec that the temporary subvention is 
given to us without any further hitch. We will be looking forward 
to you for guidance jn all matters and at alt limes. 

With best wishes and kind regards, 

' Yours sincerely^ 

M. A» Rhuhro 

The Honourable Sir Fazl-i-Hussain, ' * 

K, C LE,. 

Member Government of India. ■ . ^ ^ 

NEW DELHI. 




Pri^tc waA ^Ictly c«nJM«iitial. 
212 . 
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30th Decomber, 4932. 

My dear Amir Din, 

Yours of the 29th. 1 am very glad you aroiHiw wolh I trust 

you wiU be careful because influenza is a very weakcmug aitanHit and 
leaves effect behind. 

Herewith a Icttei from Mr Brentford, His name >Vai sBggested 
10 mo by Col. Sodi who thought that he would char^ Ra. 200/-or 
Its, 360/- for preparing plans and elevation and detailed estimates. 
When I was in Lahore in October, you said he would charge Re. 400/- 
and I said you had better engage him* Now his Icticc speaks of 
3 fees for three separate items of work and does not talk of the 
bungalow as a whole but of the main portion of the building and so 
on. The fees mount up to Rs. 600/- which, at a cost of Rs, 40 
thousand, work out at lfr%. Whatever the fair remoncration may 
be, please settle it yourself and get the work done. I give you full 
authority to make a settlement as to terms with Mr. Brentford or 
any other Architect, A copy of my reply to him is enclosed. 

As to Ahrars, I have seen the cutting. They had wavered at 
Allahabad and in fact it was given out that they had accepted all this. 
It may be that this is an attempt on the part of Maulana Daood 
Ghuznavi to, get out of it. But ibis will not be enough unless they 
take some strong and active step in that direction. Now you see the 
London R. T- C. has decided the question of Sind separation 
unconditionally, so under the London decision in the matter of Sind 
Mohammedans get a larger number of scats, separate electorates and no 
conditfons on the authority of the Council other than those which exist 
is all ether provinces, while the Allahabad decision is for Muslims less 
seats, joint electorates, conditions as to authority of Legislature, 
constitution of Cabinet, &c., &c. Conditions are of a most 
demeaning and unbearable kind. The same applies to the Punjab. 
I do not see how any man possessed of the smallest bit of conscience 
can agree to the imposition of conditions which are derogatory to the 
self-respect of even a worm. 
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It is rumoiued that AU-ar's visit to Alkhabad was not aVtogclher 
unconnected with the Abrar tlireat.. . • 

{fncompkte) 

(Yours sii^rdy 
Fazl'i’Husaio) 


213 , 3Ul December, 1932, 

My Dear Khubro, 

Yours of the 25ih inst. 

Most hearty congratulations on the Secretary of State’s meeting 
your request so well and so generously, Sind has now got the same 
status as any other province, except in the matter of finance, where 
it is bound to have a subvention because it always bad one, which it 
is hoped and believed will continue to grow less fill it disappears, 
T wish Sind every success. The shortsightedness of a certain section 
of Sind Hindus has done India a great harm because they propounded 
the idea that a minority should have the right to dictate to the 
majority of what to do and what not to do. This meant lack of 
confidence and trust, and, in iis absence, democratic reforms cannot 
work. Hence, the inevitable safeguard with which the Governors 
have been invested- I am sure the future historian will hold a 
certain section of Sind Hindus and a certain section of Hindus and 
Sikhs in the Punyab responsible for the great disservice to the cause of 
their country’s advance, . . 

With best wishes, 

I rernami^ 

Yours sincmely, 
Fazl'i'Husain 

214, New Delhi, 

9th January, 1933. 

Dear Lord Irwin, 

Thg!\ks awfully forypui;8 of the 7th December, 

1 am ^ glad you have been finding ZafruUn helpful, 

So[ you have go^ through the third Round Table Conference, 
There ii an Qrierttal proverb which says ; It it easier to invoke tj^e 
|enU than to bottle them up agaio. I wpi^dcf wbe^er the organizing 
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of the Conference was moro diMoult than the winding up of it* and 
[ wonder whether ii ii wound up yet. 

For one thing, it is a blessing that the Ordinances arc no more. 
Weren't you a little bit surprised to sec how easiJy the ordinance 
legUtation passed through provincial and central Legislatures. When 
I aay ‘easily*, I mean by a large majority. Of course, it involved a good 
deal of labour, but then that was inevitable. i 

ft is a pity that the problem of reforms is not yet concluded. 
It.is bound to mak.e for the continuance of disturbed conditions, 
- Any decision Is better than no decision* 

Economic conditions continue to be bad. The real danger to 
settled government may be coming that way. However, lot us hope 
for the best. The Congress has made itself unpleasant alt round, 
and Is probably at a lower ebb to-day than it has been during the 

* i _ * 

Yours very sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 


d, King Edward Road, 

New Delhi, 

26th January^ 1933, 

The papers say that Raja Narendar Nath and some leading 
Hindus and Sikhs are bolding public lectures in various towns of 
the Punjab against the Muslim majority in the reformed Council. 
The first meeting has already been held io Ferozepur. Then, ihb is 
a funny way of pursuing the peace proposals which you understood 
were genuine and had the support of Hindu and Sikh communities. 
1 shall be glad to know to what extent the press report is correct; 
and in case it is correct, is it to be understood that those peace propo- 

n 

sals are dropped by the Hindu and Sikh communities, and that the 
Muslim community is free to counteract the propaganda that has been 
started by tbc Hindu and Sikh communities ? It is obvious that this 
is bound to do a very great deal of harm by straininjg the relations of 
the communities. But if the position is forced upon the Muriims by 


last quarter of a century. 
With best wishes, 

m' r ■■ 

215. 

Dear Shahibuddin, 
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their aeighhours, they cannot but do their duty in the matter and 
enlighten the province as what the real siuation is; r/z, that Hindus 
and Sikhs constitute but one community constituting about 41% of 
the population, that they are not entitled to any more than 41% 
and under the Iteforitis arc being given 46%, which is obviously unfair. 

Yours aincerely, 
Fazl-j'Husain 


3, Durand Road, 

Lahore, 

30th January, 1933, 

My dear Pa^I-{•Husain, 

Vours of 26th. On 20th December last I went straight from you 
to Sikander and handed over a copy of your typed note to him, 
i understand that he met Jogi and Narang in the first week of this 
month and that they accepted your suggestion to reflect population 
in voting strength and also agreed not to reserve any of the seats, 
^ich the premier had declared to be filled by un-reserved joint 
electorate. 

I have seen Sikander and shown him your letter of the 26th inst. 
He says that his colleagues have accepted everything but that we 
should wait for a few days and see how far they are anxious and what 
turn the solution of the Central problem takes, Tt is apprehended 
that if our settlement with Hindus and Sikhs !s published before the 
question of responsibility at Centre is finally decided, it might 
prejudice our cause. 

The final draft of settlement on lines approved by you and 
accepted by Jogi and Narang hat not been drawn up yet.. Both, 
Sikander and I wish that as soon as the question of responsibility at 
the Centre is decided and the final agreement drafted, both these 
gentlemen should see you personally and sign the agreement in your 

presence after such verbal or material changes, if any, as you may 
deem proper to suggest. 
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When do you liop^ to pay your next visit to Lahore? 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Shababuddin 


217. 6, King Edward Road, 

New Delhi, 

1st February, 

My dear Shahabuddin, 

Yours or the 30th Januaryi 

1 am aft'aid I find it difficult to understand it. Wlmt is meant 
by “it might prejudice our cause", and how can it prejudice by 
agreement with Hindus and Stkha in the Punjab, and what connection 
has responsibility at the Centre with it? 

Then you proceed to say that we can proceed with settlement 
only after the question of responsibility at the Centre is decided. 
Then wharc was the necessity for entering into conversation before 
thajt decision was made? You have not answered ray question. 
If Hindus and Sikhs in any way share the views of Jogi and Narang 
ia this matter, how is it that Raja Narendra Nalb and others are 
carrying on agitation propaganda? 

Under these circumstances, don’t you think it would be best to 
treat these conversations as meaning nothing and to act os if they had 
not taken place? 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husaiii 




3, Durand Road; 

Lahone, 3rd rd^ruarj', 19J3. 


2\i, 

My dear FazUi'Husain, 

J* 

Yours or lit. You have rightly criticised my letter of 30th January 
last, rt was only an half-hearted attempt to answer your letter. 
Sikander and Narang | have gone to Bahawalpur, but before leaving 
Lahore they agreed to the enclosed draft, which I have just received 
from Sir Jogendra Singh. Please return it after such modifications 
or corrections as you may deem proper to make, and that will be the 
final draft- If they agree to sign it, we shall have it signed, other¬ 
wise negotiations shall end. 

As to the propaganda which Hindus and Sikhs are doing in the 
province, they say that it shall stop as soon as the communal iigree- 
tnent is signed. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 
Sbahabuddin 

219, 6, King Edward Road, 

New Delhi. 

8ih February, 1933. 

ll |l. r'^ * 

My dear Shahab Din, 

Yours of the 3rd February. 

I herewith enclose a note relating to the draft you sent me. 

Para 6. 

You say Silcandar has agreed to k. If ho is satisfied that a fairly 
subsUntiai majority of Muslims arc in fovoor of the Public Services 
Commission being manned by 3, one from each community, and this 
is really so, I will olTcr no opposition; but my advice to him and you 
is to make sure of your facts so that there may not be later an outcry 
against you concerning it. 

Last sheet, Strength of the Cabinet. 

Do you really think that the other matter and this are such as to 
be embodied in an agreement and placed before Oovernment; or do 
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you intend these to be understandings between icaders of communities 

or commuDity ? If the latter, they must be made public. 

Yours smcciely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 


220, 51 Lower Mail, Lahore, 

]6th February, 1933, 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

Just a line to inform you that Chaudliri Sahib showed me your 
letter regarding the communal agreement- It appears that Chaudhri 
Sahib sent you ibc draft enclosed with your letter without looking 
ar it- I never saw the draft until it was shown to me by Chaudhri 
Sahib day before yesterday. I certainly do not agree with the pro¬ 
vision regarding the complexion of the Public Services Commission. 
Apart from its being unacceptable on merits, it cannot be included 
in any pact as the matter is governed by an Act of Legislature and an 
unfettered discretion is vested in the Governor regarding the appoint¬ 
ment of the President and members of the Commissi on. If I had seen 
the draft before it was sent I would have certainly objected to it. All 
that I am prepared to agree to, subject to your approval, is the princi¬ 
ple regarding the reflection of population in the electoral rolls and 
subject to this basic principle to the method of election proposed in 
the draft provided the number of .... 

(Yours sincerely, 
Sikandcr Hyat) 

\lncomplfte] 


22L Private. 

Ministry of Agriculture, 

Punjab Government, 

Lahore. 

25th Feb, 1933, 

Dear Sir FaaM-Husain, 

1 have discussed the formula with Sir Sikandcr ttyat Kbm and 
Dr. Gokal Chand. We have revised it as you will see from the 
enclosed draft* and propose to adopt the constituencies formed by ihe 
Elections Commissioner- 
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I am enclosing herewith the note describing proposed coa- 
strtuencies. They can of course be modified wherever necessary* T 
think your proposal to hnve single member constituencies is the beat; 
of course every voter will have to vote three times. Kindly lei me 
bear from you early so that 1 may proceed to get all signatures. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jogeadra Singh 

The Hon'ble K.B. Mian Sir FazM-Husaia, 

K.C.S.I.. JLC.I.E., 

Member for Education, Health and Lands, 

Government of India, New Delhi. 

Enclosures^Two. 

Kindly return (he Ends, marked (I) 


222. Ministry of Agriculture, 

Punjab Government, 

Lahore. 

27th Feb, 1^>33. 

My dear Sir Fnzl-i-HusaiOi 

1 am sending you herewith the final draft, which has been approved 
by a large number of friends. 1 however see one difficulty in accept¬ 
ing the constituencies as proposed by the Reforn^ Commissioner. 
These constituencies will be almost unmanageable, and we shall have 
to find some other way of giving interpretation to your formula that 
wherever there is the largest number of voters of a community, there 
Its constituency should be formed. But what about the outlying 
districts ? Please let me know some solution. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jogendra Singh 

The Hon’ble K.B, Mian Sir FazM-Husain, 

K.C.S.L. K.C.LE.* 

Member for Education, Health and Lands, 

Govt, of India, New Delhi. 




252 

223. Lahore,. _ 

2nd March 1933, 

My dear Sir Fazl-i-Husam, 

, H- - * . -L J Ji ' 

Chaudhri Zafhr Ullah hw brought your mesaage to me find 
Sir Sikandcr and Ftroz wlU now be with you. U you could manage 
to diitrVbule the 161 scats ajloting each district its quota by communi¬ 
ties it will greatly facilitate matters. Then the constituencies can be 
formed on the principle which you have enunciated, the niain thing 
people want to be assured ate that representation of each community 
would be fairly distributed all over the province. In the case of 
urban constituencies, so far as the Sikhs are concerned, you will also 
have to find a new formula' but kindly decide these matters so that 
we may finish thU business immediately. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jogendra Singh 


Private & confidential. 

224 . 14 March, 1933. 

Dear Mehr, 

Please see the "Light" of 8th March, 1933 —"Child Marriage & 
Islam", pag« 3 and 4 of this issue, T cannot help thinking that in 
Ihts matter, the Muslim public has not been given the right lead by 
the Vernacular Muslim press. Child marriage has been a curse of 
the Hindu Society for a long, long time and It was the influence of 
Muslim culture on it that has awakened the Hindu conscience against 
it; and it is a great pity that what ii the victory of Muslim culture in 
India should be converted into a defeats by Muslims cotidemninp the 
Child Marriage Act and by implication standing out for child marriage. 

TTicrc has been confusion of ideas. Child marriage is a custom 
or practice and is perhaps not against the express orders of Shcriat, 
but a reform movement condemning it where such a practice has 
crept into the Muslim society is fully justified. I have all along 
thought that the right thing to do is to condemn child marriage and 
to say that reform movement is sound because this evil exists in 
Bengal. Then the question of how to bring about that reform movC" 


ment arises. Surely, it is open to the Muslim society in India to 
bring about that reform, and the one way to bring ab<^t this 
Ajma-'i’Ummal is to utilize the Muslim section of the Lcgislatiire for 
this purpose. This is, however, not the main point on which 1 want 
yon to give a lead. The main point is the child marriage amongst 
Muslims in India exists but to a small extent, and that in Bengal; 
that it is a practice which in the present day conditions of India is 
injurious and harmful and be stopped; and that as long as it is made 
perfectly clear that the reform is imposed on Muslims by Muslims 
themselves, the movement is worthy of all support. As a matter of 
fact, Muslim women generally are against child marriage, and a section 
of Muslims is also in support of it, white a substantial section of 
the extreme orthodox wing are for it. 

This is being written to you only and is not one of the circular 
letters issued to papers. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazhi'Husain ' 

Mr. Ghtilam Rasul Mchr, 

\ 

Lahore. 


225. Lahore, 

29th March, 1933. 

Dear Sir Fazl-i-Husain, 

You must have been wondenng not hearing any more from me 
about the compromise. But I can assure you that 1 have been 
steadily working at it, and 1 am glad to say that the Hindus are in 
complete agreement and though amongst the Sikhs there is a difiference 
of opinion the large majority arc in our favour and 1 will be able to 
get signature of almost all the members of the Legislative Council 
except three and a large number of outsiders. 

There is only one difficulty which is bothering me. It is in 
regard to the rejection of population in the electorate. People have 
no objection to a unifoEin franchise which would reflect pro^mrtion 
of each community in the electorate, but they jibe at the idea of a 
* diffcreDtiai ifrarichise. Can you suggest some means which would 
bring the’ ‘proportion of the Muslim population into the electorate 
without iairoduciDg a differential franchise. The only solution that 
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jippcAls to me is the Croup system which bfts been accepted in most 
of the Eastern countries. We can then enfranchise the whole of adult 
population and simplify the whole system. Another rough and ready 
method which can be adopted is to enfranchise the whole adult male 
population, but allow each household to nominate one representative 
to exercise the vote on ita behalf. 

Kindly let mo know what you think of the idea. I entirely rely 
on you to find some solution of this difficulty, and I am quite sure 
your fertile brain will discover some workable formula. Your formula 
regarding Constituencies is the best that could be discovered. 

With kind regards and best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jogi 


226 . 31 St March, 1933. 

My dear Jogendra Singh, 

Yours of the 29th March. 

You will no doubt recall that I did not undertake «o discover 
ways and means or formulae to attain the object you had in view but I 
did undertake to examine and examine most sympathetically such 
suggestions as you were anxious to be considered. You told me that 
you saw but two ways of having the population of the three communi- 
Itcs reflected in their voting registers, franchise varying with communi¬ 
ties or arithmetical adjustment, and you preferred the former. You say 
the Hindus are in complete agreement. This is satisfactory. Then 
why not, as a beginamg. let Hindus and MuBlims arrive at this 
agreement and see how it works, and the Khalsa can come in later if 
they like. The two suggestions that you have made, you know, have 
been considered by the Franchise Committee and rejected. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincejrcly, 
Fazl-i-Husa»n 
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237. Lahore, 

3rd April, 1933. 

My dear Sir Fazl-f-Huaain, 

T atn So glad to get your letter, and 1 am hoping to secure agrec' 
ment of aJI respomibic Sikhs. Wc are holding a Confereiice in 
Peshawar on the 15th, where we shall all meetaad discuss this matter. 
But on sentimental grounds there seems a strong feeling that there 
should be no diirercntial franchise. I think we can meet this objection 
by lowering the franchise and making it applicable to all. The Sikhs 
in any case cannot get any more votes than their population. So the 
effect of lowering the franchise would be the same, I have obtained 
signatures of almost all the Sikh members of the Punjab Legislative 
Council except the following ' 

1. S. Ujjat Sjugh. 

2. S. Sampuran Singh. 

3. S, Bhhcn Singh, 

4. S, Arjan Singh. 

Sardars Bishen Singh and Arjan Singh will, I think, append their 
signaturefi in a day or so, but I am not sure about the other two. 

The news, as you must have seen, has some how leaked out, and 
the ‘Eastern Times* had n leading article opposing it. Some of the 
Vernacular papers have also taken up the matter. The Hindu papers 
have expressed no opinion beyond expressing their unbelief in the 
truth of the rumour. 

The settlement of the communal question has become something 
of a religion with me and if God wishes we will be able to put up a 
compromise. 1 wonder if the Government will accept tl. In any 
case we would have done our best and the decision must rest with 
God. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 
Jogi 
P.S. 

Arjan Singh has signed it, J.S, 
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228. The Daily Siyasat, Lahore. 

3rd April, i933. 

My dear Sir Mian Sahib, 

Gfya&i Kartar Singh la now sitting by me. Since the day that 
he gave certain papers to me (liie papers that T In turn sent on to you! 
I have seen him only just now. 

You returned those papers to me with the lemurks that 1 had not 
read thenn. Tn fact I had done so and 1 interpreted this remark as 
meaning that the papers contained nothing new and were therefore 
not worthy of serious consideration. 1 knew that the papers were 
not what I expected them to be, hut, 1 did not consider myself 
justified in asking the Giyani Sahib to change these. Am I to do that 1 
You must have seen the published gist of n communal agreement- 
The Giyuniji tells me that the same hjfheito lacked ihe signatures of 
Sir iogi who was waiting for the verdict of the Khalsa Darbar, This 
Khaisa Darbar, as you know, is the biggest and most Important 
political body in the Stkh Community and 1 am informed by the 
Giyantji that the body has rejected the proposed agreement in toto. 

The Giyanijf is averse (o being ii party to banding over any 
written paper which may prove a block lo the efforts of Sir Jogi and 
his friends who axe making efforts in this sense. He wishes me to 
request you to kindly let me know. In confidence, if the following 
conditions can form the basis of Stkh Moslem Pact in the Punjab and 
if mu you may kindly suggest your own amcndracnls. If hy so doing 
a hope is created we may proceed further. His conditions are : 

1. Sikh agree to Separate LIcctoraies till Moslem themselves give 
that ntelhod up. Sikh agree because Moslems insist upon it. 

2. If following safeguards are provided the Sikhs shall waive their 
objections to the Statutory Majority of the' Moslems. 

a. The Moslem Majority to be only nominal. (I believe he is 
prepared to accept the Communal Award in this behalf). 

b. provincial Cabinet to have adequate Sikh representation 
which should not be less than one in any case. This is to be 
secured by Instrument of Instructions. 

c. Only one Sikh Id be put in the Public Services Commission, 
Moslems may have as many as they like. 
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d, Sikb share in Ibe services to be not less than 20%, 

e, Granis-iii-Aidt Keligious Endowmeiits, Liberty of Religion 
and other similar rights to be embodied in the Constitution, 

f, Safe-guards on the line of 3 (a) Punjab Formula in Allahabad 
Pact« (This be insists upon though he and his friends are 

_ j. ■■ 

prepared to give serious considerattbn to'any altw'nalive that 
may be suggested). 

g, Moslems to support Sikh claim for 5% seats in the Central 
Legislatures and one seat in tlic Central Cabinet if possible. 

h, Sikhs in consideration of (g) shall support all Moslem 
demands. (14 Points). 

i, Seats in Punjab Legislature to be redivided as under 

Moslems.........Noipinal 

Hindus and others...As communal award. 

i i-» ji 

Sikhs......Balance. 

‘ ’ k 

With best regards, 


Vours Sincerely, 
Syed Habib 

Hon*blc Sir Mian Fazl-i-Hussain Sahib, Kt., 

M.A„ K.C-S.L. K.C-I.E., Bar-at-Law, 

Education Member, 

Government of India, 

NEW DELHI. 


229, 3rd April, 1933, 

Dear Shahabdin, 

You assured me that the Sikhs wanted to have bint electorates 

* - I- “ ■ ' ¥> . . ^ M ^ 

with Muslims. Herewith a copy of Jogindra Singh's tetter and 
reply to it. If all this was to lead to nothing, you might have shown 
some consideration to a friend who has always respected your time 
and bulth and not made him pursue a wi{f-o'-Lhe->wi 9 p. Am 1 to lake 
it (hat the matter is oil so far as the Sikhs are concerned, and (ell me 
what the position is so far as the Hindus are concerned.' 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 
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3, Durand Road, 

Lahore. 

7th April, 1933. 

Dear Fazl-t>Hu6ajn, 

Yours o( the 3rd instant with enclosures has been shown, as 
required, to Sikandcr and will be shown to Firoz as wcJl. 

Herewith a copy of Sir Jogendra Singh's letter dated the 5tb 
instant with an enclosure.^ The agreement is signed by 9 Sikh 
Members of the Council and I Sikh member of the Assembly, and if 
its terms arc approved by you. Sir Jogendra Singh undenakes to have 
it signed by about 300 more Sardars. 

The first and the principal term of the agreement is apparently 
based upon Jogendra Singh's interview with you, Tt was not shown 
to me before. Apparently it is intended to give “franchise varying 
with communities/' as agreed to in your letter of 31st March to his 
address. So, if you approve the terms of the agreement, 1 wiii ask 
him to proceed further. Last evening 1 happened to meet Raja 
Nurendm Nath on the Mull. He says that there can be do joint 
electorates unless Sikbs also join. 1 am just sending to him and 
Dr. Naiang a copy of the agreement on which Jogendra Singh has 
obtained u few signatures of Sikhs, and hope to hear from them 
before long. 

Whether negotiations succeed or fail, my responsibility for the 
result shall be neither more nor less than that of my comrades. 1 have 
played my part with the beat intention in the interest of my community. 

1 am unable to understand what you mean by saying “you might have 
shown some consideration to a friend who has always respected your 
time and health”. 1 need hardly assure you that 1 have always shown 
and shall continue to show to my laft my highest considerations to 
you. In me you will never find an untrue and an insincere friend. 
Come what inay» I am 

Ever yours 

Sbahabuddin 


L pp. 239^1 
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{Copy) 

Lahore, 

5th April, 1933. 

Dear Sir Sfiahabuddio, 

1 am forwarding herewith the agreement sigoeU by almost all the 
members of the Punjab Provincial Council and also by Sardar Jawahar 
Singh of the Legislative Assembly, except Sardars Ujja] Singh and 
Satnpuran Singh who arc still doubtful. Sardar Raghbir Singh has 
promised to sign and I can send the note to him any day you like for 
signature, Sardar Buta Singh Member of ibc Councit of State will 
also sign. He is my own son-indaw, ! will get the stgaatures of all 
the Sardars of the Punjab to this agreement at the Sikh Educational 
Conference which takes place on the I51h instant at Peshawar, I am 
hoping to get it ratified by a large number of leading men. This 
ought to be satisfactory and I can assure you that 1 will do my best 
to carry' things through. 

Yours sincerelyi 
Jogendra Singh 

ft ts hereby agreed: 

t. that the franchise qua!ideations of the three communities, 
the Muslims, the Hindus and the Sikhs, be so modified as to 
reflect the population of each community in the voting 
register; 

2. that the electorates shall be joint; 

3, that so far as the Punjab Legislative Council is concerned 
the 161 general scats allotted in the Premier's award to the 
Muslims, the Hindus and the Sikhs (as distinct from and 
exclusive of the ten speciaE seats and also of the four seats 
allotted to the European, Anglo Indian and Indian Christian 
communities) shall be distributed among 161 single member 
constituencies as proposed by the Reforms Commissioner of 
the Punjab. 

ft Is also agreed that the safeguards devised for minority communi- 
tics in other provinces would apply to minoriiy communities in the 
Punjab also. 


26() 

It is agreed that each c)au$e of the above clauses is an essential 
part of the agreement. 

It is requested that the communal award given by His Majesty s 
Government be modiCed ia accordance with ibis agr^OT^nl, 

Sd. Jawahar Singh M.UA, 

Sd. tiuta Singh Mcinbci Council of Slate 
Sd, Ar)an Singh MX-C. 

Sd. BUhan Singh M.L-C. 

, 1 - 

Sd. Jogendra Singh M.L.C. 

Sd. Mohan Singh M.L.C. 

Sd. Cur Bachan SingU M.L.C, 

Sd. Gum Jaswant Singh MX.C, 

Sd. Janmeja Singh M-L.C. 

Sd. Jawahar Singh Dhilloo M.L.C. 

1. Para, 1 re, franchise in Sir Jogindra SiQgh*8 draft is 
acceptable. 

2. Para. 2 in Sir Jogindra Singh’s draft is acceptable. 

3. Para. 3 in Sir Jogendra Singh’s draft contains two distinct 
matters— 

(a) Reservation of 161 general seats for Sikhs, Hindus and 
Muslims. 

(b) Formation of constilucncjcs. 

It will make for clearness if the two ideas were separated. The 
rollowing is suggested for consideration— 

“That 80 fur as the Punjab Legislative Council is concerned, 
the distribution of the 175 seals into 10 special constitucncies 
and 4 scats for Europeans and Anglo Indians, and 161 general 
seats, including 4 seals for wpiwn, in IJ.M.G.’s decision, 
amongst Sikhs, Hindus and Muslims should stand,” 

4. Format ion of constituencies— 

"If women are to be given direct election in ordinary territorial 
constitncncles. then the whole province will be distrSiijM among 161 
flingle member constituencies, otherwise among 161 niinus 4 single 
member constituencies; the distribution will be territorial on popula- 
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tjon basis, and there will be no overlapping of constituencies. The 
constituencies allotted to each community will be such wherein their 
pcfceatagc of voters is largest." 

The next sentence as to each clause being an essentia) part of the 
hgreement is acceptable. 

As regards the last sentence, the agreement goes a little beyond 
H.M.G’s decision on the communal question inasmuch as its basis is 
differential franchise. Therefore, it would be more appropriate to 
say—it is requested that the franchise proposal in the White Paper for 
the Punjab Legislative Council be revised and the decision given by 
H.M.G. on tbe communal question modified as in the agreement 
above. 

It is believed that the Muslim community wilt prefer to do away 
with reservation of scats and accept paras. 1 and 2 in preference to 
the agreement as it stands; but if the Silcha and Hindus insist on 
reservation, it is hoped that the assent of the Muslim comraiinity to 
the agreement will probably be secured, though, at present, the 

r . . j . I L I, 

commuaity is not in favour of a modification. 


231, 6 King Edward Road, 

New Delhi, 

7th April, 193J. 

Dear Sbababuddin, 

Yours of the 7th April. 

If you will refer to previous correspondence, you will find that 
Sir Jogindia Singh's draft now sent to me is quite different from the 
one to which we had agreed. It is futile to enter into correspondence, 
and but for your assurances, J would certainly not have allowed my¬ 
self to be involved in “churning water", to quote a Punjabi proverb. 
Anything that you wish to say in this matter had belter be left over 
till the 16th when I am in Lahore. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazi'i-Husain 
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212. • 3, Durand RoAd, 

Lahore, ]3lh April, 1933. 

My dear Pazl-i-Husain, 

I duly received yours of 9th. When the Sardar returned from 
Delhi he sent to me a copy of the draft agreement marked A, which 
according to him, had been approved by you. On the receipt of your 
letter under reply, when I mentioned to him that the agreement signed 
by Sikhs was not the one the draft of which had boen approved by 
you, he said that it was substantially the same; but that be had no 
objection to stick to draft A. 

Yesterday he handed over to me the draft marked B, which he 
said was almost word for word the same as A. He signed B at my 
request and promised to have it approved by Sikhs, who are going to 
meet at Peshuwar on the 15th and the 16th instant. On comparing 
B and A I do not find any substantial difference bciween them. 
Sikandcr also has seen B. 

I have not heard yet definitely from Hindus; but it is likely that 
they will agree to whiii Sikhs will agree to. 

More on your arrival on t6th. 

Yours sincerely, 
Sbahabuddin 


233. 

My dear Sikander, 


The Retreat, Simla, 
27th April, 1933, 


Sir Jogendra Singh gave me the accompanying notet about Ser¬ 
vices- This is a matter which has to be dealt with independently of 
the agreement, but there is no harm in arriving at an agreement on 
this matter, provided that agreement is reasonable. The percentages 
arc approximately, I believe, something like these— 
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Population 

Representation Representatit 

Muslims 

56.6 

in Legislature 

5i 

in Services 

51 

Hindus including Jains 
Buddhists and Parsis 

28 

28 

28 

Sikhs 

13 

18 

19 

Christians including 
Anglo-Indians 

2 

3 

2 


PeiBonally, T ihinV i» wouW best to arraagc representation in 
Services on the’basis of representation fn Legislature, bat if it will 
please Hindus and Sikhs and Christians that Muslims should have a 
bare majority of one, let it be so; in which case, the one taken pul 
of Muslims might be given cither to Sikhs or to Christians, prelcrably 
to Christians because they arc a very small minority. So my own 
view would be 5ly 28, 18* 3. 

1 shall be glad if you will tell me wheiher Sir Jogindra Singh's 

draft incorporates the result of your negoUatlons. 

Ramchandra tells me that he has written to you about houses, 

t will be making inquiries myself as well, 

’ Yours sincerely, 
Fozl*i*Husain 

Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan, Lahore- 
1. Printed below as enclosure. 

Sir Jogendfa Singh's NotCs 

SERVICES 

Future recruitment in the Provincial and Subordinate Services 

shall be made in the following manner: 

(!) (a) that excluding the appointments that go to Europeans, 
Anglo Indians and Indian Christians, the proportion of 
appointments will be distributed as follows i 
Muslims 50 per cent. 

Hindus (including Jains and 3Q per cent 

Budhists) 

Sikhs 20 per cent. 

(b) that after the lapse of five years, 10 per cent of the total 

number of appointments that fall to the share of the Muslims. 
Hindus and Siklis shall be determined entirely by merit and 
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&o far as possible by open competition, and only the remain- 
ing 90 per cent shall be subject to tbc percentage communal 
represeniaiion prescribed in (aj above ; 

W I. 

(c) that on the expiry of a further period of live years the num* 
her of appof lit meats to be made by open competition will be 
raised by mutual agreement. 

(2) That promotions in the two services or from the SuInordinate 
service to the Provincial Service, or from one class of the 
Provincial Service to ilic ne.xt higher class shall not in any 
manner be alTected by the general rule enunciated in (1) (a) 
above for new and future recruitment 


234* The Retreat, Simla, 

28th April, 1933- 

My dear Shahabuddin, 

After hearing you on tbc subject of Amir Din and after having 
had a talk with Amir Din, I thought over the whole affair and came 
to the conclusion that no useful purpose would he served by proceed¬ 
ing to apportion blame or to exonerate or condemn A friend. I was 
very much struck by the sentiments to which you have given expression, 
and have, therefore, decided that T should ask you to ring up 
Amir Din and ask him to come to you and proceed on the principle 
of forgive and forget. 1 trust you will take the aame friendly interest 
in him as I do, and I also trust he too will show for you the same 
respect and regard as I have for you. T am sending a copy of this to 
Amir Din and enclose a copy of my letter to him, T have decided to 
adopt this simple course rather than ask another friend to bring you 
two together. 

w 

With best wishes, 

I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazbi-Husain 
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235. The Retreat, Simla, 

29th April, 1933. 

My dear fqbal, 

Your telegum : "Associated Press telegram. Please wire whether 
you agree lo joint electorates. Whatever the scheme, it must be placed 
before Muslim community for discussion and decision," 

I have just now sent you a reply by telegram. As T have not 
seen the Associated Press telegram, how can I say whether I agree to 
joint electorates or not. As things stand, you know perfectly well 
that I am definttety against joint electorates, but it does not mean 
that in the Punjab under no circumstances can 1 be for joint electorates. 
When I was in Lahore, I had asked Piroz to request some friends, 
specially those who bad expressed themselves against joint electorates 
in any form at the Muslim League meeting and in Afusltm Outhok 
and fnguilabt to meet and discuss. You were not able to come but 
we had a good discussion. Discussion in such matters must necessarily 
be conducted by a few at their early stages and when someihtng 
tangible results from those discussions, it must be placed before the 
public for discussion and decision. 

The position nt present is this^that our friend Sir fogindra Singh 
alleges that a large majority of Hindus and Sikhs are prepared to 
support the statement which I have marked Sir Jogindra Singh's 
draft. Para. 3 of this note is not quite clear, and it is best in such 
matters that no ambiguities should be left. So an examination of 
this draft is contained in the second typed paper. You will, therefore, 
see that as yet there is no final scheme on which it can be said that 
even those who are conducting talks have arrived at a final decision. 
As soon as it is ready, it should be discussed by (he Muslim Con¬ 
ference, the Muslim press, just the same way as it should be discussed 
by Hindu and Sikh organizations. 

1 have noticed that in this matter a certain amount of mischief 
has been practised. As to its cause, J am not ycL*.. . 

[Incompiete]^ 

(Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i'Husain) 

Dr, Sir Muhammad Iqbal, Lahore, 
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236. 17t Lawrence Road, 

Lahore. 

April 30th, 1930. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

Cbaudhrj Sir Shahab-ud’Din sent me a copy of Sir Jogeodar 
Singh's draft about (tie introduction of Joint electorates. I gave you 
roy views when you were here last^ that is to say that 1 rather heaiute 
in making an abrupt change in the accepted principle of separate 
electorates, but 1 also sec the good points of the scheme put forward 
by Sir Jogendar Singh. The only difficulty that I see there would be 
that the rodection of the population in the votuig strength will be 
difficult. A large number of false entries may be made in the voting 
register to make the Mussalmans feel that they have got 56% voting 
strength, but actually we may not have 56% voters. I should have 
been happier if the suggestion had come when the adult franchise had 
been introduced. It is needless for me to say that should you decide 
that the formula is in the iutercst of Mussalmans 1 shall be only too 
glad to abide by your decision. My own view is that Sikhs will never 
accept the formula. If they do that will be making the mistake of 
their life. 

With kindest regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
Firoz 

The Hon^blc Khan Bahadur 

Mian Sir Faz1-t>Hussaia. K.C.I.E., ICt.. 

The Retreat, Simla W, 


237. The Retreat, Simla, 

I St May, 1933, 

My dear Iqbal, 

Herewith a copy of the last draft which Jogindra Singh feels hai 
the support of a large section of the Hindu leaders and a substantial 
section of Sikh leaders. Please study it in the light of my last letter. 
I have no doubt you will agree with me that there is no occasion for 
the MusTira leaders to rush to the press to deal with this proposal, 
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It is not a proposal which can be condetnned outright* nor is it a 
proposal over which one can go into hysteric# as sofnethiiig woiider- 
ful. 3t is not a bad one, and at present I should not like lo say any¬ 
thing more than that. As for you, 1 think as a responsible leader of 
the Muslim organization, f,e.i All*fndia Muslim Conference, it would 
be best for you to say simply this' ‘*The proposal emanating as it 
does from Hindu and Sikh leaders k one that Muslim leaders should 
examine caiefhlly and conscientiously and arrive at a decision after 
they have examined it and studied it thoroughly. The Muslim com¬ 
munity in the Punjab have alway# been anxious to co-operate with 
sister communities and any scheme which emanates from our neigh* 
hour# and aims at mutual co-operation and mutual goodwill cannot 
but command the most serious consideration of all thoughtful 
Muslims.'* 

If you commend the proposal* then on that ground the Sikhs and 
Hindus will oppose it. If, on the other hand, you condemm it, 
Hindus and Sikhs will say i since the scheme is condemned by 
Muslims, we need not commit ourselves to its support. Therefore, 
the best policy is, 1 trust you will agree with me, as indicated above. 
Already one section of the Sikhs have condemned the proposal, The 
suitable line to be taken by the Muslim press is as indicated above- 
They can further add that whatever the merits of the proposal may be, 
amongst Muslims, every proposal which seeks to modify His Majesty's 
decision on the subject is looked upon with suspicion* and therefore, 
it is all the more necessary to examine the proposal in all its details, 
and leave the dnat conclusion open. 

With all good wishes, 

1 remain, 

* Yours sincerely, 

b 

Fazl-i-Husain 


23S. 

Dr. Sir Mohd, Iqbal, Kt. 

MA., Ph D. 

Barriatcr-at-Law, 

Lahore. 

1st May 1933. 

My dear Fazii, 

Thank you so much for your letter which arrived a minute ago. 
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It has brought me a great relief. [ wired to you because the Associat¬ 
ed Press telegram report many people and all sorts of inquiries were 
made and mischiefs done* A Sikh leader Tara Singh has already 
declared the formula lo be a kind of suicide for Sikhs if they accept 
it. The Tribune has also virtually opposed it f thank you again 

for your prompt reply* 

Hoping you are welt 

Yours sincerely, 
Muhammad Iqbal 


239 . The Retreat, Simla, 

, 1st May, 1933. 

My dear Zafrulla, 

Herewith a note on some of the points in the Indian National 
Liberal Federation Resolution- You had better study the resolutfoo 
in extenso and ask your Hindu colleagues whether they want to press 
some of the points, specialty those relating to l-ederuLton or not, and 
in case they arc ready to press, your delegation will probably be ready 
to help, for the Conference Resolutions on the subject arc to the same 

effect, 

Maulana Shaukat Ali is trying to inflame the Muslim public by 
referring to British policy in Palestine being favourable to Jews and 
against Muslims. If that is so, that policy should he modified. 
Such agitation has a great chance of success in Muslim Tridia. In 
case Maulana Shaukat All's allegation is altogether unfounded, 
requisite information should be sent to India by the Secy, of State so 
that the Muslim public may be warned against unfounded allegations, 

Azim will be appearing in. his examination early in June, When 
the May term is over, then 1 trust you will see him, and after he has 
had a short holiday of a week or ten days after his hard work, he 
would like to settle down for work during the long vacations, ll 
would be best for Jiim to work under supervision (a coach or more 
than one coach) to help him to prepare for English and History 
papers for the l.C.S, I understand, there is an institution (succes¬ 
sors of Wren’s) which might do: but tf he prefers private coaching, 
real good men with experience should be selected. 
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] suppose Ttfhen you have time you will pay a visit to Naim's 
tomb and let me know how you hnd it. 

Try to get some work out of Padshah when he comes. He says 
there is a good deal of work.JD him, that he has some capacity. If so^ 
you should try him to sec to what cxtent.it is correct. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 
FaaM-Husain 

Cbaudhri Sir Muhammad Zafarulla Khan, 

London. 

240. The Rcireal, Simla, 

Isl May, 1933. 

My dear Shafaai, 

Yours of the 22nd April. I have read your very long letter 
carefully. There is a great deal in it with which the Muslim opinion 
has always been in agreement, but 1 feel sure you will like me to tell 
you frankly how my mind has reacted to this letter. The impression 
left on my mind is that you are in a dissatisfied frame of mind» and 
want to take a line which may lead the Secy, of State and others to 
believe that you have a mind of your own aud that you can act in« 
depcndcntly of them and that you arc not their slave; but that in 
doing so you do not wish to do anything which may in any way pie- 
judicc the interesls of your own community. 

1 can very well underiiiajid and appreciate this frame of miod 
and the jusidication for it, but my long experience has also convinced 
me that such demonstraiion docs not serve the purpose it is intended 
to serve. On the other hand, in some cases, it renders the person 
open to misunderstanding. 1, .therefore, feel I should sound a note 
of warning and ask you to exercise further seif'Coatrol and seif>re3* 
traint and reconsider the whole matter and avoid new permutations 
and combinations at this late stage. On the other hand, there are 
many matters mentioned in your letter which are of very considerable 
interest to your community and your country, and the views of the 
National Liberal Federation of India on them are believed to have 
very considerable support behind them from Hindus and Muslims 
alike. Why should not those who support these views press ihem, and 
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Ibey dot the Muslim Delegation will probably arrive at the conclusion 
that some of Ibeae views must be supported, e.jr., the points mentioned 
in the accompanying note. 

The Muslim Conference politics—There ts a great deal in what 
you say and that will be borne in mind when dealing with this subject, 

1 notice from to-day's telegram that our friend Maulana Shaukat All 
has started bis campaign against the Wbite Paper by combining this 
attack with expressions of dissatisfaction against the British Govern- 
mem's policy in support of Jews and against Muslims in Palestine. 

1 think this point had better be discussed by the Muslim Deiegalionj 
and I have no doubt His Highness the Aga Khan will be able to guide 
you in this matter, and if necessary, the Secy, of State might be 
approached for information; and, in case there is need, he should 
approach bis colleagues responsible for the policy. 

With best wishes, 

1 remain, 

Yours sincerely. 

Dr. Sir Sbafnat Ahmad Khau, London, Fazl-t-HuHain 

24K The Retreat, Simla, 

1st May,‘1933. 

My dear Aga Khan, 

So the Indian Delegation has been decided upon. Most of them 
are on their way, and the others will soon follow. I ihink you will 
find the Muslim section as ready and anxious to seek your guidance 
and help asjn the past. You will hud Zafrulla Khao as helpfut as 
ever, and Shafaat as energetic and anxious to help as he always has 
been, but may be a little awkward this time, at all events, to begin 
with. 

If there is anything you want on this side done, we shall be glad 
to hear about it. Very few Muslim witnesses are being sent, for oral 
evidence, obviously, cannot go very far one way or the other, and the 
arguments for and against every problem have already been threshed 
out threadbare. 

With best wishes, 

J remain, 

Yours very sincerely, 

His Highness Sir Aga Khan, London. Fazi-i-Husain 




242 


Simla, 

1st May, 1933. 


My dear Lord Irwin, 

f trust you have by now completely recovered from the results of 
your accident. In my last tetter I promised to write to you about 
the Anglo-Indian and European education. During the last 12 or 13 
years of the Montague rerorms, European, education has done 
very well indeed iti all the provinces, and those Europeans who arc 
engaged in it graiefuUy acknowledge the help they have received since 
the reforms. Directors of Public lastruction in all the provinces 
treat this department of Education with special care. It appears, 
however, that there are certain domestic quarrels between the Europeans 
who have been promoting this education, contributing towards its 
cost and development, and Anglo-Indians who, having derived bene¬ 
fit from it, would like to sec less and less of the Europeans. I daresay 
the quarrel is only natural, but any decision resulting in the adminis¬ 
tration of ill is education passing into Anglo-Indian hands and indepen¬ 
dently of the Government, may have results which no well-wisher of 
this department of Education could comprehend with equanimity. 
We are sending proceedings of the Conference we held here the other 
day, and it was fortunate that complete unanimity was obtained on 
most of the points, and it was only on one point that our friends 
Sir Henry Cidney and Mr. Hammond were not able to see their way 
to agreeing with the rest of the Conference, j.e., the question of 
Inspectors of Education. To have a cadre of 6 or 7 Inspectors 
working throughout India independently of any other form of edu¬ 
cation cannot but lead to further isolation. Whether the organization 
which will recruit, control and administer will work effectively, is not 
very easy to forecast. On the other hand, reactions to the scheme so 
far as Indian opinion in provinces is concerned, may not be altogether 
pleasant. We arc, of course, expressing no opinion on the merits of 
the scheme as we have not been asked to do so. 

The National Liberal Federation of India have expressed them¬ 
selves strongly in the matter of Indian Federation and they insist 
upon a Federation of Stales rather than a Federation of Rulers of 
States. The Indian opinion is growing strongly on the point that 
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representatives of the rulers of States should have no right of 
participation by speecli or vote in the discussion of or decision on 
subjects affecting British India alone, including motions of no con¬ 
fidence arising out of British Indian Subjects. They also object to 
nominated element in the Federal Council of State; and, as regards 
the Assembly, they insist upon some form of indirect cicction being 
allowed in the ease of the Slates as a transitory measure for a fised 
period. Indian opinion is supporting the National Liberal Federation 
of India in this respect. !n the matter of (he control of the Services 
too. they have defined their position and very considerable support 
in Indian circles is forthcoming. 

So our friend Gandhi has notified his fast again, but on purely 
social and religious reform programme. The pressure of the fast, 
therefore, is directed against various sections of the Hindu society and 
Hindu religion. Has he not very considerably lost his hold on the 
Indian people from a religious point of view, and consequently, from 
the political point of view? Poor maul He is now reduced to the 
same level as an average reformer who has but few followers during 
his time and many detractors. 

1 must not take up your time any longer. You arc so busy with 
all the delegations that are now jn London, 

With best wishes, 

I remain, 

Yours very sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 


243. 


Lahore, 
lat May, 1933, 


My dear Mian Sahib, 

Many thanks for your note of 27th April. Sir logendra Singh's 
note is apparently based on tUc talks we had regarding the matter; 
but it is not identical with the proposals which we have so far 
discussed. 

personally, i would prefer a scitlenieiit on the somewhat follow-i 
ing lines ; 
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(1) 20% of the lotal'appoiniments to be reserved for open com- 
petitioD, (IfL conaideiing tho mcri[8 of indivlduai: candidates 
due consideration to be given to intellectual *and physical 

' capacity as also to suitabiliiy and claims of the candidates 
for a particnlar post), 

(2) The remaining 80% to be divided among the ' various 
conununities on a population basis. The proportion of 
appointmenhi under (1) to remain unaltered for 10 or 15 
years and to be reconsidered after that period and altered 
only by mutual consent of the communities concerned. 
Since this proposal did not find favour with the Sikhs and 
even the Hindus were not enthusiastic about it, it was suggest* 
ed that 50% appointments should be reserved for Muslims 
and the other 50% allotted to: Hindus 28%, Sikhs 17%, and 
‘others* 5%. I was, however, prepared to increase the Sikh 
share to 18% by reducing the share of *orhcrs' to 4%. 
Personally, 1 do not think that the Muslims will secure any 
appreciable advantage if their proportion is raised to 51% 
beyond the sentimental satisfaction that they would get a 
theoretical majority. In actual practice it would be impractic¬ 
able to reflect the extra 1% when appointments arc made, 
But It may be desirable to press for 51 % in order to main¬ 
tain the principle chat the majority community should also 
have a majority in the services,^ 1 would personally be satisfied 
•with 50%, 28%, 18% and 4%,* 

1 have not been able to secure a house so far and it looks as if 
I will have.to go into one of tbe ‘^Brockhurst'* houses. Many thanks 
for conveying my message to Ram Chandra who has done his best, 
and also for making enquiries personally.- 

I expect to arrive in Simla on ilio )2th or I3(b of May. vl hope 
you have fully recovered from the efiects of the boil on your leg. 

With respectful and kind regards, ’ 

Yours very sincerely, 

^ .. Sikaoder Hyat 

The Hon*b)e Mian Sir Fazt-i-Huoain, K.C.S.]. 
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244 3t Dufiad Road, 

Lahore> 2fld May, 1933. 

My dear Fatl-i-KuHin, 

I enclose herewith replies of Firoz and Sikaoder^ The former’s 
reply speaks for itself. I wish you had poi asked me to send Sir 
Jogindcr Stngh^s draft and your note to him. J am reliably informed 
that last evening he told some one that be was opposed to joint 
electorates and knew nothing about negotiations, as he had not been 
taken into confidence. 

i am also enclosing Chaudhri Chhotu Ram’s opinion marked A^. 
My note is marked 

With best wishes and kindest regards. 


I am, 

Yours sincerely, 
Shababuddin 


P.S. 

I have just received you letter of (he 1st instant. S. Din 


1-3 Printed in the following pages 


51, Lower Mall 
Lahore 

1st May. 1933. 

My dear Chaudhri Sahib, 

Reference your letter of 29lh April. I have no criticism to offer 
on Mian Sahib’s note enclosed with your letter, except to suggest 
that paragraph 4 may perhaps be amplified so as to make it quite 
clear thatthediatribution of seats in each division and, where possible, 
in each district will be in accordance with the population of each 
community. This is necessary to ensure that the minorities will not 
remain unrepresented in any area. Otherwise 1 agree with Mian 
Sahib's note. 

Yours sincerely, 
Sikander Byat 

The Hon* ble Chaudhri Sir Shahab-ud-Din, Kf., 

3 Durand Road, Lahore. 
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(2) (A) 

I have persued the prop&scd agremeent wjtli some care, It ivill 

be ft bappy augury for the reforms if ibis agreement goes through. 

Force* of reaction on all sides are astir* But I fear that the Khalsa 

witi allow itself to be used as a tool by Hindu coiumunalists for 

■ 

an attack on the formula. 

My comments on the formula are as below ; 

I assume that the distinction between urban and rural areas 
will be maintained* The formula is naturally silent on the point 
because the Pfcmier's award'did not cover that point. The proposal 
that all the 161 Don-spccial seats will be divided territorially on a 
population basis raised an apprehension in my mind that the dassifi- 
cal ion of constituencies into rural and urban based on a distribution 
of scats between rural and urban areas might be abolished though the 
abolition of this basis did not follow logically or necessarily from 
the wording. However^ 1 asked Sardar Sikandcr Hynt Khan and he 
told me that the idea was to divide the whole urban area into 19 
urban constituencies and the whole rural area into 138 rural constit¬ 
uencies and assign the requisite number of seats to each community 
in places where its voting strength is largest* If this assumption is 
correct the proposal is unexceptionable, But if it is conlcmplated 
to abolish the present line of distinction between rural and urban 
areas it will result in grave consequences so far as rural candidates 
are concerned. 

Though it is not impossible to avoid overlapping of consiituen* 
cies entirely yet it may in some cases lead to consequences which will 
be regarded as very undesirable by communulists. For instance, 
Hindu candidates from Rawalpindi and Multan Divisions and Muslim 
candidates from the Ambula Division will be returned by constituen¬ 
cies in which the electors of ibeir own community will ordinarily be 
tn a minority* However, personally I do not look upon it a* a 
calamity. The object of joint electorates Is to weaken and ultimately 
to kill the present communal mentality. 

The device of differential franchise for the purpose of having 
the proportion of Muslims in the population reflected on the electoral 
roll will be attacked as illogical and unreasonable, and the criticism 
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wUI, primafeeiff appear sound, f do not swear by logical peffection 
or constitutional purity where valuable practical ends can be achieved 
by slight departures rroro the normal course^ but it wilt be an 
advantage if differeniial franchise can be avoided even at the expense 
of precise arithmetical proportions between population and voting 
strength. What 1 wish is that Hindus (urban) and. Sikhs should 
be left no excuse to wriggle out of joint electorates, They have been 
' playing a dishonest roJe, and they must now cither accept joint 
electorates or stand thoroughly exposed. 

Unless the resulting electorate is too unwieldy I would suggest 
that all persons above 25 or 30 years of age should be.given the 
right of vote. This wih ensure a reflection of population on the 
electoral rolh 

(3) , 

1 - (I) The conceivable ways in which the population of each 
community can be reflected iVi voting registers are : 

(i) Adult franchise; 

(ii) Different ages of the voters of diffcrciH communities, e. g., 
Muslim voters 20 or 22 years and Hindu and Sikh voters 25 
or 27; & 

(iii) Differential pecuniary qualilications, 

Hindus and Sikhs will not agree to method (i); while method (ii) 
and (iii) might only approximately, but not exaclly, reflect the popula¬ 
tion of each community, unless the qualifications are changed several 
times to arrive at the exact populational proportion. So, if it is 
really intended that the population of each community should be 
reflected:/rt the voting registers^ the only possible way-is "Adult 
Franchise". However, if this be not feasible, the only other way 
in which population can be reflected in voting sfrengthf but not in 
voting registers, is to value and adjust each vote actually cast 
according to the maihematlcal formula which shall increase or 
decrease the value of the vote of each elector according to the popula¬ 
tion of the community to which he belongs. 

In short there are only two ways in which population can be 
reflected in voting strength; 
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<a) Adult franghise; & 

(b) Mothematical adjustment. 

All other ways are defective and imperfect. 

For the above reasons the para under consideration should not 
be accepted in its present form but if it is accepted at all^ in line 2 
after the word “Hindus”, the words “including untouchables", should 
be inserted. 

(2) Accepted subject to the observations made on Para 1 (IJ. 

(3) There can be no difficulty in dislributing the province into 
161 single-member constituencies including women, or 157 constituen¬ 
cies excluding them. But it is not clear how these consitiiuendes 
can be allotted to each community having the largest perceotage of 
voters in those constituencies. What does the expression '‘largest 
percentage" mean? To all intents and purposes it means the largest 
percentage of voters in the same constituency as compared with the 
number of voters of the other two communities. If this interprela* 
tioft is correct, it Is mathematically impossible to so distribute the 
province into t6l single-member separate and contiguous constituen¬ 
cies that the Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs may get “the largest 
percentage of voters”, in the exact number of constituencies which 
have been allotted by the Premier’s Award lo each of the three comm¬ 
unities. As the Muslims have been allotted less and Sikhs more 
seats than they are entitled to according to their population, the 
latter can never have the largest percentage of voters in more than 
a few constituencies. However, if tn forming their consiilueticies 
in each District contiguity is ignored, and several non-contiguout 
Tahsils. Thanas and Zoils in which they are in majority, are tacked 
together to carve out a Sikh constituency, ft is possible that a suffici¬ 
ent large number of constuendes with Sikh majority may be formed, 
but not otherwise. There are very few districts in which the Sikhs 
have a large population and even where they have, it is scattered all 
over the district. In other words, there is a timited number of 
Tahsils. Thanas and Zails in which the Sikh population is compact- 
Where their popalatlou is compact, it may be possible to carve out 
constituencics- with fhetr mijorlty but where their population is 
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scattered, it is dJfEcult to sec how a single-member constituency with 
the majority of Sikh community can be formed, In such cases 
imilti-meinber constituencies shall be inevitable, otherwise it will be 
impossible to avoid overlapping of constituencies. 

The original and proposed language of the Para under considera* 
tion is rather involved. So* if the Para is to be retained, it may read 
as follows : 

“The allocation of the 175 seats to various communities. 

classes and interests made in H. M. G, 's decision shall stand” 

As the Premier’s Award is universally known* its details need not be 
repeated, 

II, The word ‘'clause”, in the 1st line, is redundant, and may, 
therefore, be omitted, 

in. The last Para should stand as it is, Para I (1) is a clear 
request For modification of the franchise qualifications. A repetition 
of the same request is not only unnecessary but might prove a red rag 
to the bull. 


Private A ConfideDltal 

2aS, The Retreat* Simla* 

3rd May. 1933. 

My dear Ahmad Yar* 

Yours of the 1st intt. Thanks for the cuttings. 

You are right in your surmise about the CivU Hfiiltary Gazettf 
article in the issue of the 1st. It is a pity that the article is spoilt by 
the headlines'^New Plan which kills Sjkh political influence and 
Muhammedan voters as electors of the rest. This is maltcious, but 
the article itself pays a very high compliment to the scheme when it 
says that it has the merit of ensuring a stable Ministry, and this U one 
of the requisites of success in the future- However as you know, I 
look up the matter because of the desire of the Hindus and Sikhs and 
the scheme which has emanated f^om some Hindu and Sikh leaders, 
though some Muslim leaders have taken part in its elaboration. 
Now it is for the Hindus and Sikhs to give it their support. If they 
do, we shall be ready to do our part of the job. One ought to do 
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wh«t one fccN is right, and it is not hoBourable to give up a thing 
because one is threatened with opposition or unpopularity. Now the 
initiative lies with Hindu and Sikh leaders, and we cannot do anything 
but waft for them to put forth their support. I am glad the Muslim 
press, on the wiiole, has said nothing one way or the other which 
might be said to be either in condemnation of the scheme or going 
into hysterics over the advantages aceming thereby. My own view 
1 made cte«r at the meeting at which you were present, and I believe 
none of you had any doubts on the subject. My advice to you is to 
say nothing about this scheme till the Hindus and Sikhs move in the 
matter. The scheme is such that Oovernment and high olQcials 
will find it extremely difficult to adopt any altitude other than one of 
neutrality. Some may not act up to that neutrality and in an under 
hand manner act against it, but if non-official leaders know their 
business they can make it impossible for any official to take that line. 
I see no sense in the Kashmiris being upset by it, and as to Shah 
Nawar, he some times allows personal considerations to weigh heavily 
with him and embarks upon a statement of policy which to every 
one but himself sounds ridiculous. He has been during the last 10 or 
12 years a grumbling supporter of separate electorates and an ardent 
worker for joint electorates. Why, only two yearn ago in Delhi he 
had made open declarations for joint electorates even without the 
safeguard as to franchise which Sir Jogindm Singh's draft includes, 
1 will remember your kind offer, and if there is anything to be 
sent for publication, T will send it on. 

With best wishes, 

I remam. 

Yours sinoeiely, 
FazM-Husain 

Mian Ahmad Yar Khan Daultana. 
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My dear Fazl-i-Husain, 


3, Durand Rt^d, 
Lahore 

4th May, 1933. 


As intimaied in my yes(erday*s letter, 1 am leaving today for 
Chak aqd will return to Lahore on the 7lh instant. After four days 
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sray here I wiJI again go lo Chak for about a week or so. The urban 
MusUin feeling against joint electorates appears^ to be intense. 
Apparently they wish to return to the next Council a number of 
Kashmiri representatives. Shaikh t>in Muhammad is rumoured to 
have decided to stand for the Gujranwala Rural Constituency, 
Gujranwala-cniM-Sialkot Urban Constituency is said to be carniarkcd 
for Khan Bahadur Shaikh Rahim Bakhsh; while Dr. Iqbal may oppose 
Dr. Alam in the Rawalp Indi’Ciun-Jhelutn and Gujrat Urb an Cogst^tt- 
ncncy. Besides, these three Kashmiries. one from Lahore, another 
ivo^ Amritsar and the 3rd from Ludhiana arc positively certain, 
Efforts will be made to return a few more Kashmiriex from other 
constituencies as well. Thereforet among other reasons, the main 
reason why K. B. Shaikh Rnhim Bnkhsh and others arc opposed to 
joint electorates is that the favourable chance which they have under 
separate electorates shall be considerably reduced. However, be 
this as it may; I deem it my duty to iiiform you that joint electorates, 
however bencfielal they may he to the Muslim community, shall 
be strongly opposed, especially by the urban Muslims. I understand 
that Dr, Iqbal is negotiating with Maulvi Firozuddin, Proprietor, 
Eastern Times, for taking the Paper under his control. It is said 
that the Maulvi will charge nothine, at least for the nresent, for the 
paper and the Press, and that Dr, Tqhal, who is expecting a donation 
of Rs. 73,000/ from somebody, will run the Paper on his lines, 
especially for opposing strenuously the joint electorate scheme. The 
other day Sardar Habibulla came to me with the suggestion that if 
w'c could manage to collect or borrow R^. 25,000i/- for running the 
Paper, we can have it in prefErence to Dr. Tqbal, But I declined to 
entertain the suggestion. A retired Muslim Sub-Judge, who Is an 
M, A. of the Punjab University, came to see me yesterday. In the 
course of conversation he said that Dr, Tqbal was the only trusted and 
accredited leader of the Muslim community, and that nobody else 
will be listened to against him. He also said that barring Dr, Tqbal 
all other so-called Muslim lenders, were selhsh and had no hold or 
influence over the Muslims of the Punjab, and that so long as the 

L 

Doctor was against joint electorates, no one cUc could possibly have 
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Doctor was agamst joint electorates, no one else could passtbly have 
them. AH this is for your inrormation. 

WUb best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Shahabuddin 


P, S. 

I have just received the enclosed* reply from IC. B. Shaikh Rahim 
Bakhsh, M. A. 


247; Lahore* 

5th May 1933. 

My dear Sir Fazt-i-Husain, 

1 saw Sir Shahabucldin yesterday and he says he has written to 
you pointing out some of the difhculties regarding the formation of 
constituencies and the revision of franchise which could secure 
reflection of population and prevent overlapping in ennstituendes, 
I hope you have replied to his letter. So far as Hindus are eoncerned 
they are solidly behind you and etcept the opposition I mentioned to 
you amongst the Sikhs the rest would be all with you. Amongst the 
Muhamadons I am told Sir Mohammad Iqbal is going to oppose it 
and is holding a meeting today. 

Now that you have taken this matter in hand I rely on you to 
put it through. Principles having been settled the details can be 
worked out by mutual agreement. As Sir Shahabuddin thinks that 
the formula will have to be modified on the points be has mentioned 
1 am not getting any signatures, but 1 will get them down as soon 
as final draft ts ready. 

T know your view that it would be difficult to get any change in 
the franchise but since Sir Shahabuddin says that there are great 
many difficulties T again bring to your notice my first proposal; 

1. Let there be a household franchiset each household nominat¬ 
ing one member of the family to exercise the vote on its 


1. Not available lit the Fnil-i-Husain papers* 
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behalf. The numbers of houses have been marked and en¬ 
umerated in the last census and for the ncM cleciion should 
stand as they arc. 

2. If the constituencies cannot be otherwise formed wc may 
have the rural member constituencies with a single non- 
transferable vote. 

3. In some constituencies only Muhamadons will be elected, 
while in others Hindus and Sikhs will also come in, and in 
these their seats will be reserved. 

This may be a simple way and may be easily carried out. In 
any case the Government will have to revise the decision they may 
accept this simple arrangement. 

I will be here till the lOth instant and will await your 
instructions. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jogeodra Singh 


248 . The Retreat, Simla 

Bth May. 1933 

My dear Zafrutla Khan, 

I suppose you are settled down by now In London, but I presume 
the actual work with the Joint Select Committee will not commence 
for another fortnight or so. There are two points to be mentioned 

in this letter. 

(1) Federaflon ; Public opinion in India is stiffening $o far as 
the entry of Princes; into the Federation is concerned. I think Indian 
opinoH is solid on one point, i. the represenwiives of Stales should 
bave BOlbing to do with the business at the centre relating to matters 
Other than Federation with States. 

(2) AgaiDf there arc two points on which Indian opinion is 
almost united, the exception being a few Hindus who have been to 
the Round Table Conference and have given their pcfsonal adherence 
to the weightage to be given t o Indian States. The two points nre? 

(a) Weightage given to States is too heavy. 
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(b) There should be no nominatioa to the Upper Federaf 
Chamber, 

(c) Representation of the States to the lower Federal Chamber 
should be through election, whether direct or indirect. 

(d) Nomination to the Upper Federal Chamber should be 
limited to half the represencation, and conditions of eligjbiU 
ily, whether for election or nomination should be practicalJy 
the same as in British India, 

(e) Financial liability of the States should be real and additional 
as in the case of provinces and not fictitious. 

(2) The second matter is the talks about Hindu*Sikh-Mush‘m 
agreement. We—at all events, Joglndra Singh, some leading Hindus 
and some of us Muslims—have reached a certain stage, L enclose a 
copy of the draft. In Muslim circles there is opposition to it from 
urban interests. Urban noa*agricultura1 people think that in urban 
constituencies Muslim interests will suffer in the sense that the 
influences to be exerted by non-Muslim voteis will be greater than 
those ewrted by Mueslim voters. In other words* their criticism is 
that in urban conslilucncics. Muslim population to the extent of 55% 
or so will not be reflected in the elcclonitcs because it is not reflected 
in the population. This is a matter open to verification, but I have 
not yet had time to go into the figures. My present attitude is that 
if Hindus solidly and Sikhs largely stand by the agreement on the 
lines of this draft, the Punjab Muslims should also give their support 
to it on the ground* firstly* that it does not weaken the position of 
Muslims* and, secondly* because, logically* being a majority com- 
munity in population as well as in voting strength, it is not open to 
them to stand out for separate electorates if the minorities ofier to 
have joint electorates. 

You will, no doubt, mention all these things to Hia Highness 
I be Aga Khan and also let Sbafaat and others see this letter and 
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htive s good dUcus&ioriT Jf in your discussion some new point emerges 
T shall be glad to hear of it. 

With best wishes* 


1 remain* 

Yours sincerely, 
FazM'Husain 


249. The Retreat, Simla* 

8ih May, 1933 

My dear Jogendra Singh, 

Yours of ihe 5th May. 

The last statcmcni to which you and 1 agreed—Is there any reason 
why it should not be sent to the press for publication ? The draft 
has reached present stage. There is no reason why it should not 
be amended in case both of us agree to it later on. It is open for 
discussion. I have already seen that there is a strong prejudice 
against joint electorates amongst the Muslimsi but if the Punjab 
Hindus solidly and the Punjab Sikhs largely support the ogTeemeni 
as it siaodfi, or as you and I may agree to amend it* 1 am prepared 
to support it* and secure certain Muslim support as may be forthcom¬ 
ing. I trust this makes it quite clear that this is not my agreement, 
though I have certainly helped in its assuming its present shape. 
The Punjab Muslims arc quite satisfied with the existing position and, 
ihcrcforc* proposals for change must emanate from Hindus and Sikhs 
and those Muslims who arc ready to accommodate their neighbours, 
provided thereby their own community docs not suffer any harm, 
and I trust will be ready to give their full support to it. I want you 
to understand this thoroughly and to explain it to the Hindu leaders 
as well, so that there may be no misapprehension whatsoever. 

The last pan of your letter suggests reopening the whole matter. 
T am not prepared to that. As regards Chaudhuri Sahibs suggestions 
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T am going lo cxinmiH'C them with him and will let you know the 
result. 


With best wi^hesi 


I TCTnairit 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl'i'Husain 


250. 10 May 1933 

My dear friend, 

Thank you very much for your kind letter. Sbafaai, Ghuznavi, 
and ZafruUah have read and considered your IcUer and discussed 
it thoroughly. While we are not opposed lo any agreement or pact 
that may be arrived at as consuUaiion among Hindus, Sikhs nnd 
Muslims and would welcome a compromise which has ihc support 
of these three communities nod even though it departs in many 
respecLs from some of the principles we have been fighting for in the 
last four years. 1 feel, however,-this feeling is shared by Shafaat, 
Ghuznavi and ZafruUah—that il would he highly risky to raise any 
point dealing with the comiivuna] problem which forms part of the 
communal award embodied in the White Paper. Our reasons for 
this view are 

1. It will break up the sohdarily of Muslims in India. It is 
only after a great deal of work that we have been able to 
build up a united programme for Muslims which is supponed 
by every Province throughout India. Our community will 
then be disorganised and split into innumerable fragments. 

2. II will produce a very deep cleavage between the Muslims 
of Eastern and Western Punjab, and Mtislims belonging to 
the rural areas and those who come from the urban areas. 

3. 11 will be difficult to prevent every part of the communal 
award being lopsy lurvy, and Muslims in minority provinces 
will bedragged into the discussion of the pcrceniafies to which 
they would be entitled as a result of this pact between the 
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Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims of the Punjab* The Punjab 
question does not and cannot stand alone* it is a part of 
the all-Todia question and however strongly and persistently 
we may try to localise this issue it wilt be found that the 
whole question of communal proportions throughout India 
will be re-opened for discussion. 

4. We have succeeded in settling this problem after years of 
strenuous work and a campaign for our rights which is 
unparalleled in the history of modern Islam in India, IF this 
question is re-opcncd for discussion, I nm very much afraid 
that all our efforts will be thrown away. 

5, The Diehards here arc very active and there is a very great 
fear indeed of Provincial Autonomy being shorn of a great 
deal of its vigour^ I very much fear that if this communal 
question is raised afresh, it will play into the bands of the 
Diehards* who will insist on rcaerving Law and Order 
throughout India. It will very severely affect the pnsitbn of 
the India Office v/r-a-vif the minority communities. 

Aga Khan 

P.S. 

If, at the present stage, joint electorates are introduced* the Sikhs 
who have been given weightage wilt ever after retain it; whilst, if 
they are introduced at a later stage, separate electorates will be a 
thing to bargain on* and very likely the Sikhs will give up their 
weightage to have joint electorates subBtituted. A.K. 

Sir Fnal'i-Husain. 

251, 3, Durand Road* 

Lahore, 

11th May, 1933, 

My dear FaKt-i-Husaiii, 

Yours of the 9th insiam, Sardar Jogindra Singh saw me yesterday 
afternoon. He will reach Simla by car tomorrow and will probably 
see you the day after. 1 am not directly in touch with Hindus, but ^ 
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he says that all, but one Hindu nieiiiber of the Council, have signed 
the first draft. He also told me that Sikh Jats were with him, white 
the Akafis were against. He will tell you all this and more personally. 

Sardar Jogindra Singh also told me that he had seen Dr. Iqbat, 
who was bitterly opposed to any settlement and said that he and his 
comrades will capture at least 40 Muslim seats. 

1 got a bad throat on the 8th and was consequently forbidden to 
speak on the 9th and 10th. This morning 1 had Amiruddin with me 
and made up with htm as directed. 

1 have worked hard for Safdar und hope thatr if all goes well, he 
shall he appointed as Secretary on the 20Lh, on which date special 
meeting of the Committee will be held. 

1 am extremely sorry to learn that Asif and her sister have failed 
in Matrtc, 

I intend to leave here tomorrow afternoon for a week or so. 

With best wjshw, 

Yours sincerely, 
Shahabuddin 

252. All India Moslem League, 

fiallimaran Street, 

Delhi, 

29ih May 1933. 

My Dear Mian Saheb, 

1 venture to address you on a subject which is of great concern 
to the All India Muslim League. As you know owing to an unfortun-' 
ate dead-lock in its affairs, the League could not avail itself of 
the invitation which the Government extended to the political 
organizations in the country to nominate witnesses for the Joint 
Select Committe. Thanks to the energetic action of the Council 
that dcad-lock ha^ now been removed und the League is very anxious 
to know whether it is still possible to take any useful action in the 
direction of strengthening the representation of the Muslim case 
before the Select Committee. 
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There is an impression that Government has granted free paLsages 
and ocher concessions to those who have been invited to give evidence 
on behalf of the Hindu Sabha and other Hindu Political bodies, and 
the League would tike to know if similar concessions could be granted 
to Muslim representatives. 

In any case our main object is to secure proper representation of 
the Muslim demands and we depend entirely on your support for 
achieving this object. 1 shall be grateful to have your kind guidance 
in the matter. 

With most respectful regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mirza M. Said 
Honorary Secretary 

Mr* Lewis' might like to sec this. Fazl-KHusain 31/5 


253. The Retreat, Simla, 

29th May, 1933. 

My dear Zafrulln, 

Yours of the ]9ih May. 

So far as the proposed Punjab agreement is concerned, con¬ 
sidering that you have not got it in the Jioal form and that wc our¬ 
selves have not got it in the final form, docs it appear a little bit 
premature to express the final opinion on it ? In stating His Highness 
the Aga Khan reasons for expressing an adverse opinion on it, you 
have stated— 

(1) Increase in voting power immaterial because of the commun- 
. al award, 

(2) No quid pro quo for giving up separate electorates. 

<3J Confine to 51% representation in the futuie. 

(4) Uneasiness amongst Muslims in other provinces, 

(5) No alicratioD of the Award should be pressed unless all 
shades of Muslim opinion support it. 

As to (5), I entirely agree with you. 

As to (3), surely His Majesty’s Govt, arc not going to revise the 
reservation of scats in favour of Muslims to the prejudice of Sikhs in 


I, Sec Letter 254, 
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the future. Therefore, the point of this crittci&m h perhaps taifised 
by me. 

As to ()) and (2), they nnlurany stand togelber. Mustlms are in 
population in a majority. In voting in a minority and because of 
being a minority in the voting strength, they are emitted to separate 
electorates. As soon as this minority feature disappears, don't you 
think separate electorates disappear with it. This sounds logic and 
common-sense. 

As regards (4j, there is some force in it. On the other hand, as 
soon as Punjab end Bengal arc able to dispense uitli separate elec¬ 
torates and have their population reflected in itie voting strength, 
the belter for thcir future inasmuch as at present the criticism against 
the A^ard is protection given to majorities in these provinces. 
Moreover^ it is likely, at alt events, in the Punjab^ that Sikhs will 
soon cry olT the joint ctcctorutcs. If they agree to them now and 
press for separate clcctorutcs, in which Mubammedans will gel separate 
electorates in the Punjab just as Hindus get them in U, P, and Madras, 
not because the Muslims ask for it but because of the minorities ask¬ 
ing for it. 

T enclose a copy of the draft agreement which is not yet in its 
hnal form, and a note indicating certain points relating to it. 

Certain pointiS on which you have not yet written to me— 

The S. of attitude as to tJie mode of election of Muslims to 
ihe lower Federal House, is he convinced or not that it cannot be 
done under proportional representation with a single transferrable 
vote ? 

I notice Ghuznavj is giving too many interviews to the press. 
Why need he talk about future Ministers need not have access to 
Police records, &c. After all, silence is golden; and unless the 
community has to gain something, it is much better to remain silent. 

With best wishes, 

1 rcitiaiii, 

Yours sincerely, 
F az I-i-Husain 


1. Secretary of State. 
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254* * Kashmcrc Gatc» 

Dcibli 

30th May 1933* 

My Dear Mian Salitb* 

The Working Committee of the A. I. Muslims* Conference which 
met at Lahore Iasi month, had authorised its President Dr, Sir Mohd 
Iqbal to nominate certain wimesscfi to appear before the J- P- C. 
As the Hindu Mahasabha was quite inditferent at that time to send 
any witnesses, so Doctor Sahib, looking to the different aspect, suggest¬ 
ed only three names which were communicated and 1 understand 
have duly been approved* The mecUtig of the Council of the annual 
session of the A. L Muslim league could not be held then for reasons 
not unknown to you. 

We all were greatly shocked here, when we saw now that the 
Hindu Mahasabhtt has proposed to send no less than eleven witnesses, 
and 50 we resolved any how to call an emergent meeting of the 
council of the league to do something at this very critical juncture, so 
that the situation may not be lost, though we knew it was too late, 
Maulana Mazharuddin wired Maulana Sbafee Daudi also to do some 
thing and we have all sent a requisition to call a meeting of the 
Working Committee of the A* L Muslim Conference at once. 

The meeting of the council of the league held last Sunday, though 
the lute President, and one of his so called nationalist friends tried to 
wreck it. 11 has resolved to represent the moslira case before the 
J, P, C. and has authorised four of its members to do the needful* 
These four members arc sitting today, and resolving to approach the 
J* P. C, and the Reform Commissioner by telegram to accept at least 
three witnesses on behalf of the league. 

1 am sure ilml this our request cunnol be acceded to at this late 
hour except through your valuable help. Owing to the proposal of 
the Muhasabha, the circumstances have entirely changed, and if the 
Muslim witnesses are not produced, wc are afraid, oui interests will 
greatly be jeopardised. 1 have seen in today's paper that the Govern^ 
ment has sanctioned passage to at least six of the Mahasabha witness¬ 
es, though Dr. Moonji is trying 10 get for more. There is no reason 
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why we should be deprived of this coiiiccssion, and I hope you will 
take the case and help us in securing the passage money for at least 
three of the witnesses from the Muslim League, three more from the 
Mudim Coaferenee and one at least from the Delhi Muslim Asaocia- 
tion. The case of Delhi Moilcms is quite un*represented and so it is 
essential that one witness from this institution should also be sent. 

I am very sorry to encroach upon your valuable time in addressing 
Ihis soracwbat lengthy letter but looking to the importance of the 
subject, I hope you will kindly excuse me, and will consider the case 
favourably, 

A few lines in reply will be highly appreciated, I hope you are 
doing quite well, and enjoying tbc Simla weather. For the last three 
days it is too hot here. 

With all best wishes, 

1 remain, 

Yours very sincerely, 
Rashid Abiund 

The Hoa%le Khan Bahadur Mtan Sir Fazl'i'Husain Sahib, 

K.CS.I., K.CI.E, Kt„ Retreat, Sirola, 

Mr. Lewis might like to sec this. Fazl-i-Husain 31/5 


1 am graterul to the Hon'bte Member for the opportunity to see 
these letters which I return with thanks. 

I wired yesterday to the India Office to let them know the 
position as regards the application of the All India Muslim League. 
Presumably the All India Muslim Conference has wired direct lo the 
Select Committee for permission to lake 3 witnesses in addition lo the 
3 witnesses already invited. Presumably also ihe Delhi Muslim 
Association has also addressed the Select Committee direct. 

W.H. Lewis, 
1.6. 33, 

The Hon'bJe Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain KCSi KCIE. 
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255- The Retreat, Simla, 

Sth June 1933. 

Dear Sbafaat, 

Yaurs of the 26th May. 

1 am glad to hear you are all getting on nicely and that Sir 
Abduf Rahim h proving helpful and anxious to do good. 1 have 
always felt that he was not given the proper chance to make himself 
properly useful and that some petty intrigue or other stood in his way. 

As regards Provincial Autonomy, I am afraid the attack will be 
made on Bengal by llic Europeans and on the Punjab by the Hindus 
and Sikhs. The right tactics for the Muslims to adopt are a uniform 
provision for all provinces. If Ibete is to be no transfer of law and 
order, let it be so in all provinces. The dangers are greater in the 
case of U.P., Madras. C.P,, than in other places; why? because in 
U.P., if the Congress wins, it will win on the basis of cultivator*! vote, 
and the law and order then will be at their disposal against vested 
interests of landlords, &c. In Madras, non-Brahmins getting into 
power are bound to use it against the Brahmins, &c., and they are 
such a strong majority that the minority will have very little strength 
to put forth any opposition worth the name. Jo C.P.t again, the 
majority will be very, very, strong, and the opposition extremely weak; 
not so in the Punjab, because there the two parties will be well balanc¬ 
ed; not so, in Bengal, because the Europeans and Muslims should be 
able to keep law and order operating well. However, the Muslim 
point of view is a uniform autonomy for all provinces, at a|) events, 

to begin with. 

I should like you to arrange some lectures, if possible, on the 
following subjects ; 

(1) Modern Indian Culture and Islamic influences: 

A short description of what is Indian culture, and 
then tracing such parts of it as owe their existence to Islamic 
influences. Under this head would come religious concep¬ 
tions, various reforming enterprises of Hindus during the 
last 400 years, position of women, dress, language, physique. 


293 


beating down cnste barriers, evolution of the conception of 
human rights. 

(2) Modern problems and Islam, indicating the socialistic 
tendencies of Islamic principles and Jaws, and thetr influence 
on society. 

Zafrulla, you and Abdur Rahim should deliver not less limn three 
lectures each in different parts of Britain, Unless abstruse subjects, 
it should be possible for other Muslims who are in England to address 
gatherings. Di, Ziauddin will probably do some thing of this sort 
and he also might be helped. However, no one should speak unless 
he is fully prepared for it and no one should be encouraged to speak 
unless he is thoroughly competent to do so. While good lectures add 
to the prestige of the community and the country, bad ones do the 
reverse. 

How is Jahan Ara ? 1 trust she is doing well. 

With best wishes, 

1 remain. 

Yours sincerely, 
FazUHIusain 


156. Simla, 

5th June, 193J, 

Dear Lord Irwin, 

Yours of the 12th May. 

Gandhi’s fast is over long ago, and here in India at no stage of 
his fast was ever any apprehension entertained as to his not being 
able to complete it without any trouble. As a matter of fact> Dr, 
Ansari had made it quite clear that he would not let him die. In fact, 
at no stage of the fast did the doctors ever apprehend even the 
approach of death. So the result is natural. The fast created no 
stir in India, nor any enthusiasm. In fact, the fast fell flat. 

As regards the Congress, it is at a very low ebb indeed, and if 
Providence had not vouchsafed it the support of the DiC'hard section 
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of the Cooscrvativfia in BriUin. it might have Jost what little of 
prestige is left to it, but your Conscn^ativc Dje^hards have willed 
it otherwise, and the eloquent speeches of some British statesmen, 
M* P/St e?c-l. C. S. men, Governors and others, when read here even 
by moderate politicians, average educated Indians, including non- 
politically minded educated Indians, seldom fail to make them feel 
that no faith can be placed in the sense of justice and falrplay of 
another country in a dominant position, and that it Is unwise to let 
a strong political organization In India die, 1 should not, therefore, 
be surprised if as a reaction to the activities of the Die-hard Conser¬ 
vatives, the public feeling which has been for some time much 
against the Congress may take a turn in support of the Congress. 
This has happened before and I should not be surprised if history 
repeats itself. The general feeling in India is the proposals are not 
such as to elicit any CDthusiasm, and many people now hold the view 
that if for some reason or other connected with British public life 
the proposals are not proceeded with, it will, in alt probability, not 
be altogether bad for India. What may emerge out of this widely 
pervading feeling of despondency and despair, it is yet too early to 
forecast. The position is one of most absorbing interest, and, if I 
may say so, of very, very great poieniialitics. 

As to Burma, the assumption in favour of separation has, by now 
disappeared, and if His Majesty’s Government decide in favour of 
separation on the basis of the constitution already devised for Burma, 
the separation of Burma will take place under circumstances which 
may necessitate a reconquest of Burma, and all this is duo to the 
adoption of wrong tactics. I felt in 1930 that the Burma Government 
was acting wrongly, and 1 feel to-day the same. Left to themselves, 
Burma would have probably decided to separate but from 1927 
onwards they were so much pushed into separation by the Burma 
Government that they have revolted against it. 

I am sorry T have treated you to a pessimistic letter but such is 
the feeling prevailing in India. I, of course, lake a philosophical 
view of the Persian poet “Such as it was has not remained and «uch as 


it is will not wmain". 
With best wishes# 
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I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fezl'i-Husain 


257. '^'he Retreat, Simla. 

5th June. I9J3. 

My dear Zafrulla, 

Yours of the 26th. No, we do not get the proceedings, at all 
events, we have not got them until now. 

Have you settled the following with the Secy, of State ? If not 
please invite the attention of His Highness the Aga Khan to these 
points and ask him to arrange a private meeting with the Secretary 
of State to arrive at a settlement on these points: 

(1) Representation of Muslims in the Upper Federal Legislature 
—The mode of election clftboratcd in the White paper can only give 
42 instead of 50. How is this deficiency to be made good? One 
way is to allot members to each province and let the Musfinis of 
Provincial Legislatures elect them. Whether there is one Chamber 
or there are two Chambers in U. P., Bengal and Bihar, the result, so 
far as Muslims are concerned, will be the same. These 8 additional 
can be given, one to each of the Indian provinces, excepting the 
Front let Province, C. P, and Sind, 

(2) Constitution of Upper LcgislatuM, Federal— Muslims are 
deBnitely BEaiost nomination, firstiy. on principle, and secondly, 
because there is no gimramec whatsoever of Muslim quota being 
forthcoming. Thirdly, your very emphatic protest against 40% 
weigbtage to Indian States. 

(3) The Upper Chamber in Bcugai— Muslims are dead against 
it, and it should be done away with. Incase this is not acepeted 
then nominations, at all cnvenis. should be done away with, Thi. 
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same applies (o Bibar, bat you should not object to U> P. because 
U. P. Muslims have dc6iiittly waated it. 

(4) Services—^Tba Muslim demaod uader this head baa not been 
mel. Claims of other communUies, like Europeans and Anglo-Indians 
ore being generously met In. different services, and tt u not fail that 
Ibe Muslim demand should he just ignored or their consideration 
put off from time to time. Tn each province it would be best that 
representation of Muslims in the Legislatures be reflected, on the 
whole, in the Executive* There can be no hard and fast rule, but 
this should be a general, well-understood convention, and there seems 
to be no reason why the depository of so many odd things, i, e., (he 
Instrument of Tnstructions, should not include this as well. 

(5) 1 do not like the idea of these ten years business. The 
constitution should stand till it is altered by agreement, and the idea 
of reconsideration after ten years should be very curefuJIy examined 
so that all our efforts are not rendered more or less futile by their 
result being limited to tea years, 

As regards the Punjab agreemisnt, Iqbal and Ttiqihb are trying 
to create an urban party and are opposing the agreement on that 
basis. They have not, of course, studied figures, and they scarcely 
realise that the agreement ffom that point of view is more benedclal 
to Muslims than to Hindus, und that it is most haratfuE to Sikhs, 
I have written to His Highness at length and I have no doubt be will 
show you my letter. You and Shafaat will no doubt exchange your 
letters. 

With best wishes, 

1 remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 

258. The Retreat, Simla, 

5th June 1933 

My dear MiUa, 

Yours of the 26th May, Thanks aw^futty for getting inquiries 
made through your Education Secretary about Aztm's coaching* 
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Alim’s point is that coaching at Davies* establishment by way of 
lectures in I. C» S. preparatory clusscs cannot be very useful for 
him because unless a student has done these subjects fairly well 
himscir either at Cambridge or elsewhere, he cannot follow these 
lectures. He has just done a part of English literature, but he has 
done practically no History yet, and, therefore, bts altendance at the 
Davits Institute will not be of much help to him. There is some¬ 
thing In this, but on the other hand T suppose it will not be impossible 
to arrange for some sort of supervision of his reading of English 
History and European History by a competent coach who has been 
doing I. C. S. coaching. Whether he belongs to the Davies esiabUsh- 
ment or not, it does not matter very much though it wltt be an 
advantage if he is on it or has been on it. 

There’s many a slip betwixt the cup and the lip. What wonderful 
hopes were entertained re, the Round Table Conference, and what 
a treat of eloquence, friendship, common ends, and common efforts 
have wc not already had! The Round Table Conference treated India 
to a dreamland, and the White Paper has awakened India, and the 
present controversy in England between various sections of the British 
public is what people here describe as adding insult to ipjury. 
However, what do all these things matter when the economic condition 
is so deplorable. However, even a High Commissioner cannot help 
feeling that even if there h no political advance whatsoever in India 
on the present, still the buying power of India is not likely to be 
such again as to help Britain and other countries by the increase of 
imports from them. So the Economic Conference will only enable 
you and such Indians as are there to benefit by coming into contact 
with great people from many great countries. That is something. 

With best wishes, 

I remain, 


Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra 


Yours sincerely, 
FazUi-Husain 


PriviU A CuMliitenlial 
259. 
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Simla, 

12th JunCj 1933, 


My dear Shafaait 

Yours of the tsr. The items of news you give arc most interesl- 
ing, and ] sympathise with you in your present state of mind^ktiow- 
ledge and experience deprive one of many illusions of generous youth. 

As to the States, what else could you expect 2 Princes are bad 
enough, but their Ministers cannot be expected to be any better but 
may reasonably be something worse. Your descriptions of various 
episodes relating to Gour, Rahim and Sapru were most interestiag, 
and it seems such a pity that I cannot share the pleasure of reading 
them with others. 

As to the chances of improving (he White paper from the Tndian 
point of view, T am afraid there is little chance for it. On the other 
hand» there is likely to be some sort of attack on central responsibility. 
I think r mentioned to you that the right position for the Muslim 
delegation to take is not to rush forward to repulse that attack but 
to let Sapru and others take the lead in repulsing it. There are 
many vital points, fsome of them mentioned by me fn my letter to 
Zafrullah to-day, which I have no doubt you will see) which have not 
yet been settled. Even the communal award is under attack. On the 
other hand, you should not join the attack on central respomibtlity. 
When you arc called upon to express your views, you should take up 
a perfectly reasonable attitude. Responsibility at the centre is an 
extremely delicate affair. If safeguards arc really effective, there is 
but little responsibility to exist. If they arc ineffective, then too 
much responsibility is given. However, Tndian Muslims know that 
it is not their voice which can be the determining factor in the grant 
or the withdrawat of centra] responsibility, and, therefore, they arc 
satisfied that the only course for them to pursue is to be prepared to 
take the risk in case Parliament concedes responsibility and not to 
break ihcir hearts in case it determines to withhold It. To the absence 
of a decision of this matter by agrcemcni between communities, and 
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between India on the one $ide and the British Oovernmenl oo the 
other hand, such dectstons as the Brittsb Pariiament eventually 
arrives at have to be carried out, and under the ejiisling circumstances 
Indian Muslims do not feel called upon to obstruct them. 

Well, Muslim witnesses on behalf of the Confereoce and the 
League have already left, [ am rather nervous about them. They 
will all appear as one group fn the witness box. The statement they 
had sent in early in May is not much use, and it would be best to 
send a short written staiement before they actually appear as witnesses. 
They must limit their evidence within a narrow scope. 

Wiib best wishes, 

1 remain. 

Yours sincerely, 
Faz[M*Husaiii 


Prirate & Confidrntlal 

260- The Retreat, Simla, 

i2th June, 1933, 

My dear Zafrulla, 

Yours of the 2nd June, and also another enclosing your speech. 
The speech was admirable in every way. 

Your letter of the 2nd is disappointing. The mode of eketion to 
the Upper Federal Chamber, mentioned in the White Paper, is an 
injustice to the Muslim community. You, in your letter, mention 
the method will give the Muslims 45 or 46, I do not know how you 
arrive at that conclusion. My calculation gives Muslims 42, and ihe 
S. of S, when rejecting the Muslim claim of one-lhird in the total 
federal legislature and limiting them to one'third of the British 
Indian section only said that it shall not be less than l/3rd. 
Therefore, the question of "may be more or less" dose not come into 
it. Moreover, for Christians of all soru> whether Indian, semi'lndian T| 
or purely British, separate electorates for the recruitment of the upper 
federal chamber have been provided for. Out of the minority group, 
why exclude Muslims. Indian Muslims are bound to treat as a thin 
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^nd of the wedge going back on the numerous dcL'Kirations and 
promises that separate electorates will not be taken away unless it be 
with the consent of the Muslim community, and Tam afraid strong 
agitation will be conducted in India on those Hues. What is the 
corresponding gain to H. M, G/s Govt,, I am not able to see; and 
it is all the more surprising that when the Govt, of India, consisting 
^s it is of all communities involved, excepting perhaps the Anglo* 
Indians, has expressed the view that proportional representation will 
not do, why should the S, of State insist upon it. In whose interest? 
and on whose advice? T am afraid, on this question, when agitation 
is set afoot in India, the Muslim Delegation in England will have no 
alternative but to take up the point and inform the S, of S. as well 
as the Joint Select Committee that this is being done by the order of 
H, M, O. or by (he Joint Select Committee in the teeth of opposition 
of the entire Muslim community in India, 

The subterfuges mentioned 

(1) Co^option by elected Muslim member; of the Upper Chamber 
is bound to be rejected by the Muslim community as no substitute 
whatsoever for election by local legislatures, 

(2) Election by the Muslim members of provincial legislatures— 
Why restrict it only to the balance, jf,e,, 50 minus 42 according to me, 
50 minus 41 according to what you have been told. Why not the 
whole lot? 

You have not told me anything about the proposed nominated 
element in the Upper Chambers of U, P,, Bengal and Bchar, nor 
have you said anything as to how you have pressed the question of not 
having Upper Chambers in Bengal and Behar. It appears that these 
vital points concerning the community are being left more or Jess in 
the background. These are matters which you were expected to settle 
with the S. of S. perferably by agreement so that they may not be 
dragged as controversial matters before the Joint Select Committee, 
You seem to be kept busy on other things, which no doubt are of the 
utmost importance, but still these matters must be settled and seUled 
before the time of your departure arrives. 

Once more f trust the matter of the mode of election to the 
Upper Federal Legislature in the case of Muslim representation will 


301 


iioi become a poliitcal isiue belween the Musliib community and the 
S. ofS* because it is a point the Muslim community cannot afford to 
give up, and 1 Bin not sure we cannot arrive at an agreeTUeut with the 
Hindus on this point. Again, I fail to see the reason fortius is tcncc on 
proportional representation, and 1 should like His Highness the Aga 
Khan to try to find out why the S. of S. is inisting upon it. Is it 
because it is a fad of his or is it in any way vital to British interests, 
or is it an item to which he hopes to reconcile the Hindus. 

You talk of the L C, S. cjtamination. Well, ibis year there is 
no nomination of any Muslim, because the number of Britishers was 
very low in the London competition and the number uf Indians who 
got in was very large, tbererore for the Delhi competition only 4 
vacancies were left, and out of the first 4 places, one was taken up 
by a Muslim, and because the British candidates did not come in 
sufficiently large numbers, therefore the Muslims must suffer and no 
nominations be made. This is also very disappointing. However, 
this is only a matter of individual unfairness and hnrdship, and it is 
not to be classed with matters of constitutional importance. 

With best wishes, 

I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i'Husain 


Privite & Confidential, 

261. Simla, 

12th June, 1933. 

My dear Ranga, 

Thanks awfully for yours of the 2nd June. I am sure you arc 
making the best possible use of your time in England. The political 
atmosphere is most unsuitable for the consideration of Indian reforms 
and the Diehard section of Conservatives has succeeded in calling 
forth a reaction in Indian politics in the shape of Bosc-Patcl school 
of thought, placing Gandhi and the Congress near the centre and 
away from the left, I do not suppose the people in England realise 
what an immense amount of harm the Diehard section of the 
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CoDservalivcs arc doing lo their own Empire, They are underminiDg 
it with great rapidity, 

f thinV you are right in making up your mind not to give 
evidence. What is the good ? It is ever so much better to limit 
yourself to considering the points on which you are requested to 
advise, 1 suppose you know that ihc Assecihly meets on or about 
the 22nd of August, so unless you all leave towards the end of July* 
you won’t have the opportunity of going to your respective homes 
before coming up lo Simla, So I assume the work of your Commit¬ 
tees will be over by the end of July, Schuster will soon be in London. 
1 suppose he will get there soon after you receive this letter, and I 
suppose he also will be returning to be here in time for the Assembly 
meeting. You have got an unique opportunity of being in London 
when the great Economic Conference opens. It is a pity that tliere 
has been some dissatisfaction amongst Indiana in London on the 
matter of Indian rcprescntaiion on the Economic Conference* 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 

Mr, N,G, Ranga, London, 


262. Simla, 

19th June, 1933 

My dear Ghuznavi, 

Yours of the 9th June, Thanks for sending me the cutting. 

As regards Bengal, the point to be noted is this: that H. M. G. is, 
decision re, the Bengal Legislature is based on this principle! the 
total number of scats is 250, out of which scats reserved for Anglo- 
Indians and also the seats which out of such constituencies arc most 
probably going to Europeans have to be deducted, and the remaining 
number of seats is to be divided between Muslims and Hindus in such 
a way that the total number of seats of each community,, Le,, out of 
general as well as special constituencies, will be in proportion to their 
population, L e,, 55 t 43* Therefore, Hindus are not in any way, 
treated unfairly. They have got ^wa-Muslims their full population 
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share- Hindus themselves wanted Europeans to have a large share. 
Therefore, there is not enough left to give them more scats. As to 
their giving some seats to the depressed classes^ that is their own look 
OUL 

As regards law and order, the provision as to that should apply 
to all provinces and no cTtception should be made in tic case of an 
individual province- If Hindus agree to law and order being reserved 
and provincial autonomy to be reduced to that extent, and H-M.G. 
want to do that, I sec no reason why Muslims should oppose 
both the Hindus and the H.M.G. I jrusi you will, in tnatlers of 
public importance, keep the personal element altogether out, I trust 
you will be helping Sbaheed Suhrawaidy in every way. He is an able 
young man and I should like him to have every opportunity of 
making a good impression. He is young and lacking in CKpcriencc, 
but one gathers eipcricncc gradually. Such views of bjs as f have 
seen have struck me as sensible and sound. 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
FazI-i-Hufiaio 

Sir A-H. Chuznavj. 


263. Simla, 

19 th June 1933 

My dear Shafaat, 

Yours of the 8th June. What you say about Rahim is very 
interesting. 

Yours of the 9lh June re, proposed Punjab agreement. As you 
know r like nothing better than free, frank and fearless expressions 
of opinion before arriving at a final decision, and therefore I very 
much value your contribution to the exammation of this problem. 
You mention four points: 

1, Tl may (brow ihc whole of H.M.G/s communal settlement 
into the melting pot. 

2. The Dieh&nls and the Hindu Mahasabhaiies might join hands 
and take away law and order from provincial autonomy and. 
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in return, H.M.G/s commuTtal decision be modified in 
favour of Hindus. 

3. Muslim Solidarity in India be in danger. 

4. Muslim conTerence policy and programme be broken up. 
Points 3 and 4 are really tbc same. 

As regards H. M. G.*s communal decision, ihc greatest grievance 
of the Hindus is against the Punjab part of it because li is there that 
Muslim majority is installed. As to minority provinces, whether the 
weightage allowed is a little larger than the Hindus would have given 
is not a matter which has hurt them much. It is about the Punjab 
that they have been denouncing the communaL settlement, and in, 
particular the number of scats reserved for Muslim. At the announce¬ 
ment, Hindus and Sikhs condemned it most violently. If the pro¬ 
posed agreement is supported by a very large section of the Punjab 
Hindus and a fair section of Siklis, don't you think the main attack 
on H. M. G/s decision disappears 7 How can the Mahasabha urge 
with any show of reason that the communal decision be altered as 

regards the Punjab when in this agreement the distribution of seats 
given by H* M; G. is accepted by Hindus and Sikhs. The point is 
such an obvious one ihat it cannot escape notice. So, the agreement, 
instead of being a danger to H. M, G.*s communal sciUemcnt, is the 
best policy confirmation by Punjab Hindus and Sikhs of it* 

As to the second point re. Jaw and order, my view is, and has 
all along been that if Hindus want law and order to be reserved and 
not transferred in the provinces, I will not oppose them. Why 
should 1? The Frontier Province does not count because of the 
geographical position, and where am 1 going to use law and order 
to the prejudice of the non-Muslims ? and where does my policy as 
to law and order differ from that of the British Government 7 
Nowhere. Therefore, I do not make a fetish of law and order. If 
Hindus are prepared to surrender law and order to the British Govern¬ 
ment. I say atnen and shout;: Long live John Bull, Surely, (his is 
the correct position for the Muslim minority provinces to take, and, 
pEease, don’t, for the sake of the Punjab, enter into a struggle with 
the British Government, 
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This leaves but one point—Does this agreemeat militate against 
the established Muslim policy?—soHdafily throughout India and 
conference policy. 1 am quite clear in my own mind that It does 
not. First, take the case of the Frontier Province. If the Hindus 
and Sikhs decided in favour of joint electorates would you advise 
the Frontier Muslims to say no 7 Obviously, not, because the Muslim 
position and the conference position has been, Hindus being a 
oiinority they have the right to choose. StmiJarly, in the Punjab, 
if the Muslims become a majorily in the voting register as they arc in 
population, how arc you going to deny the right of minority lo decide 
for itself whether it wants separate elcclorates or not 7 And, apply’ 
ing the same argument in the case of the U. P.j Bihar and Orissa, 
Madras, Bombay and even Bengal, Muslims, being a minority in the 
voting register, have the right to determine whether they want separate 
electorates or joint electorates. The proposition remains exactly the 
same. This has been and is the policy of the Conference, and 1 con< 
fess 1 do not see how the proposed agreemeni can be said in any 
way to modify U or to trespass upon it. You yourself were one of 
those who were agreeable to joint electorates in case adult franchise 
were introduced, and the Punjab proposal Is a much better proposi' 
lion than adult franchise from the Muslim point of view. Therefore, 
unless you have changed your view, i do not see what danger you 
apprehend. 

Lastly, the proposal has emanated from the Hindus and Sikhs. 
Already amongst the Sikhs, there is a very strong opposition, and for 
obvious reason. It is, therefore, not likely that the united support 
of Hindus and Sikhs will be forthcoming and it is only tn case it is 
forthcoming that Muslim support must be produced. In fact, I do 
not see how Punjab Muslims can he deprived of the chance of improv- 
ing their position by accepting this proposal. The notes which must 
have reached you by now make it clear how it would be a great mis¬ 
take, in case Hindus and Sikhs support is forlbcoming, for the 
Muslims to miss this chance of establishing their position, for such a 
chance is not likely to recur. Personaliy, I doubt very much that it 
will materialise now. 


I enclose a copy of the proposed agreement and the notes 
atuched to it. These are strictly conlidentiaL The agreement can 
be shown to others including non^MusUmst but the notes are for 
Muslims only. Please show the letter as well as tbe notes to His 
Highness, Zafrullah and others. 

1 do not want you to do anything at all in England till the matter 
has been fully thrashed out here. It is only when a bana fUte agree¬ 
ment on a very wide scale is reached here that the matter will be rip>e 
for being menlioned in England, 

With best wishes, 

1 rernatn, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-t-Husain 


264. Simla, 

20th June* 1933. 

My dear Mieville* 

Herewith a copy of my note which I have sent to Haig, You 
might like to place it before Hts Excclkacy, 1 feel that there is a 
great advantage in releasing prisoners during the period of suspen¬ 
sion and releasing them in small batches. This action is entirely 
discretionary and voluntary while, if the C.D.O.* w^ro abandoned by 
Gandhi, the release following upon abandonment would be more or 
less dictated to us by Gandhi's action, while releasing whom we will 
and when we will under the existing conditions leaves the initiative 


entirely to ua. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i* Husain 


E,C. Mieville, Esq,, C-S.l., C.M.G., 

Private Secretary to His Excellency the Viceroy, 
Simla. 


I, Civil Disobedience. 
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(Incomplete) 

265. Simla, 

24th June, 1933. 

(Dear Shafaat,) 

2« Your letter about the Joint Select Committee and the chances 
of provincial autonomy, &c*, malces a very depressing reading. I 
wonder if you recollect that when you left India last April you had 
made up your mind to work in close co-operation with Sir Tej Baha¬ 
dur Sapru, and you felt that his forces and yours combined would 
prove irresistible and that as the communal problem was now out of 
the way there was no hitch whatsoever in the way of very close co¬ 
operation working lo the common benefit of all Indians- 1 at the 
lime expressed agrcemcni with you in theory but warned you against 
certain dangers- You seem to be now a very much disillusioned man, 
and I suppose in more ways than one. This is life. 1 did not want 
to disillusion you when you left because having illusions is by iUeif a 
pleasure, and i did not want to deprive you of it. Experience is a 
great thing but it plays bell with illusions. 

I wrote to you in my last about staying there or coming here- 

Yours sincerely, 
Faxl-i-Husain 


266. Simla. 

26th June, 1933. 

My dear Aga Khan. 

Thanks very much for your Icitcr relating to the Punjab proposals 
of agreement between Hindu, Sikh and Muslims. The points men- 
itoned were sent to me last week by Shafaat, and I wrote back the 
same week. As a matter of fact* that lettcrof mine must have reached 
you by now and there is no advantage in repeating the arguments. 
In your post-script, you refer to the possibility of Sikhs at a latter 
stage asking Muslims to give up separate electorates in exchange for 
their giving up weighlagc. There must Iiave been some misapprehen¬ 
sion on the subject. Sikhs constitute 13% of the population and 
under the agreement they will not be more than 13% in the voting 
rcgjsier, and there is no Sikb popuiuUon anywhere cl« in India even 
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to the extent of ! or 2 per cent. That J6 why it is impossible to 
think of Sikhs in the future agreeing to joint electorates. The British 
Govt., retaining very heavy weightage for the'Engltsb and (he Anglo- 
Indian, will never be able to reduce the Sikh weightage ; and, above 
al], Sikhs even now are not likely to agree to this arrangement. But 
if by any chance they did, it will be my duty to see that the Hindu 
and Sikh offer is accepted by the vast majority of Punjab Muslims, 
for such a chance is not likely to recur for Muslims for yean and 
years to come. 

For the present, 1 do not think you and others need worry about 
this matter. Your position is quite sound. If the Punjab Muslims 
agree to the proposal you naturally will not, and, in fact, cannot 
oppose it. If, on the other hand, the Punjab Muslims do nol accept 
it, the matter does not come up to you at alt. 

As to the Muslim conference aspect of the problem, Shafaat in 
hfs letter this week had dwelt at length, and I am writing to him in 
reply, and he will no doubt place that letter as well before you. 

1 am sorry about the Upper Federal Legislature mode of election 
not being settled for Muslims until now, Indian Muslims are very 
much disappointed about it, and but for the fact that in the White 
Paper it was said that an alternative method would be given, and they 
interpreted it to mean that it could not be any other than separate 
electorates, they were for the (i me being satisfied. Now there are 
signs of restlessness amongst them and the Secy, of State, possibly, is 
not aware of the fact that the most dangerous period for a victor is 
when the vanquished is in the last ditch and the people all about him 
begin to sympathise with him and put him on his legs again. That ia 
the position of the Congress just now and unless wc arc very, very 
careful indeed, public sympathy which is a very unreliable factor may 
once more move on to the Congress aide. In view of ibe Die-hard 
speeches in England, Indian feeling amongst (he Moderates and even 
reacUonaries is being daily embittered, and these things may do a 

very gr^t deal of harm to Government here in India. 

* 

We arc all very grateful to you for the time, thought and guid¬ 
ance you have given to our representatives in Eogland and we trust 
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Providence will vouchsafe you the health and the sCreugth to conUntic 
tbU great work. 

With best wishes. 


L remain, 

Yours siacercty, 
Fazl«i>Hus&in 


Private & confldentlal. 

267. Simla, 

26th June, 1933. 

My dear Ziauddin, 

Yours of the 9th June. You have mentioned two or three points: 

(1) Representation in Services on the basis of representation in 
LegisTaturcs, central and provincial. If Hindu-Muslim agreement 
could be secured on this, most of the inter-communal troubles wilt 
come to an end. If I were a Hindu leader, I would offer itto Muslinis 
Tnytelfand strengthen my position tremendously thereby. J wish you 
every success in this venture. 

(2) Award—Yes, the wisest thing from the Indian point of view is 
to leave it alone, though 1 feel (hat in the matter cfT Bengal it is mani¬ 
festly unjust to Muslims. 

(3| Recognition of communal unions—You mcnlton that such 
refusal is ultra vires in tht abjertee of explicit hw, but here in India 
there jj an explicit law which forbids such recognitionp There is 
nothing like having your facts absolutely accurate. 

I find you do not return till the 6tb of O^Tober. That means that 
you intend mlssins the Simla session of the Assembly. 

With best wishes, 

I remain. 

Yours sincercty» 
FazM-Husain 
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268. Simta, 

26th June* 1933. 

My dear Zarrulla, 

Youis of the 17th. 

So you have paid a vitit to Ifctand. That le good. 

About the Punjab affair, I have written to His Highness as well 
as to Shafaat, and you will no doubt see those letters. 1 very much 
doubt whether the Sikhs will agree* but if Hindus and Sikhs do, 1 feel 
convinced that the arrangement is definitely in Muslim interest, and, 
therefore, 1 must try to secure for it wide Muslim support, and I 
believe there will be no difficulty in doing so, 1 do not for the 
present move in the matter as Hindu and Sikh support is not defi’ 
nitely secured. 

Now as to other paints, 1 do not like their decision to be put 
off from time to time. I think His Highness and the Muslim Dele^ 
gation should be able to get these matters settled by the Secy, of 
State. If the mode of election to the Upper Federal Chamber is uot 
through separate electorates* Muslim India will feel that it is being 
unfairly treated and this may have a very bad effect on the political 
situation. 

As to Burma, I believe the Rritinh Indian view is that Burma 
does not want to separate, that it should be allowed to remain a part 
of India as heretofore, no case for separation having been made out. 
This is Indian Muslim view, and It is a matter on which Muslim and 
Hindu India can very well untie. 

I am afraid there has been some intrigue about the Kashmir 
Committee here. Mirza Sahib resigned, and l<]bal became President. 
Now Iqbal has resigned and given a Statement to the press ascribing 
his resignation to the disruptive influences of Mirza Sahib’s followers 
in the Committee. He and some others are carrying on a propa~ 
ganda against different people for different reasons. I have always 
desired this question of sectarianism being kept very much in the 
background, but for ptrsoiml reasons some Muslim leaders feel that 
by bringing in this element they might he improving their position 


in the poUttcat woftd, Notbiag should be done on the other side to 
raise tbit controversy because the mere fact of the controversy having 
been raised, it does all the damage that one would like to avoid. Is 
it possible for you to mention this to Mirza Sahib ? 

I am glad you saw Azim. He has done well in mogging up 
English literature to get through his English Literature Part I Tripos 
examination, but t hope he will work steadily at History and not In 
this abnormal way. 

With best wishes, 

1 remain. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl'i'Huiain 
P.S. 

I suggest you might write to Mieville for His Excellency's tnfor- 
malion a short account of whai is happening there. He will prob* 
ably fee! interested in it. 

Herewith a letter from Mr. Trevaskis. I have given him your 
name> Please communtcate with him as he desires. 


269. Simla, 

28th June, 1933. 

My dear Shafaat, 

Youn of the l$th, I have careriilly read the letter sent by Hii 
Highness the Aga Khan and your letter. I have thought over the 
matter once more, with the following result» 

I. 1 am convinced that the proposal in this case is in the best 
interest of the Punjab Muslims and lhattherisk to the Muslim interest 
in other parts of India is not such as to outweigh the gain to the 
Punjab Muslims. 

As to the Conference this is the right policy for them to adopt. 
The Conference has claimed separate electorate since 1924 on the 
ground of the minority being in a minority, as they undoubtedly are, 
right up till now In all provinces' excepting the Frontter, and there 
(he Conference never asked for separate electorates. 
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Vour stressing the importaace of separate electorates when 
writing to me has an amusing aspect Co it. What you all did during 
the Gnt and second Round Tabte Conferences in the matter of sepa¬ 
rate electorates is no longer a secret in Imfiat It was not a secret so 
far as I was eoncemed even then, though none of you informed me 
about the developments, DonH you think that the separate electo¬ 
rates have been secured not so much by you as in spite of you. That, 
however, is immaterial. There they are and I am very glad of it, and 1 
realise that in the case of all minority provinces they are indispens¬ 
able, but I am Muslim enough to trust that so far as the majority pro¬ 
vinces are concerned, they are not the Muslim ideal, and that in 
majority provinces Muslims should be strong enough and induenrial 
enough to let the minority as for separate electorates when Muslims 
must concede tbem,[ ?J In the Punjab, we have not reached that stage 
yet, for some leaders of the miaority feel that they may benefit by 
joint electorates. Others arc, even to-day, opposed to joint electo¬ 
rates and are thus opposed to these proposals. If I know my Punjab 
aright, 1 feel that the proposal is definitely in the interest of Punjab 
Muslims, and that inasmuch as it h a move in the right direction, 1 
must support it. From the all-Tndia Muslim conference point of 
view, the correct policy in the case of a majority province is to make 
it feci that it is entirely free to improve its position, having cautioned 
it against the possibilities of its position becoming worse. The 
Punjab has stood by the minority provinces when the majority pro¬ 
vinces were weak-minded enough to believe with joint electorates that 
It wilt be a very poor return indeed of Punjab's courageous stand by 
the minority provinces, for you people now in your own interest to 
stand in the way of Punjab improving its postlion. Ifthe AlJ-India 
Muslim Conference takes up that attitude, then it will be doiu^ what 
the Congress was not able to do ^effecting disrupt ion of united 
Muslim India, 

You will no doubt show this to His Highness and other members. 

Yours Sincerely, 
FazM-Husain 
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270. 


The Rctrtti, 
Simla, 

Ifltfa June, 1933, 


In various papers' it has been stated that you with others present¬ 
ed a requisition to Mr. Abdul Kz\z as President of the A]14iidia 
Muslim LeaguCp &c.. &c. I shall be glad to know if this report is 
correct and in case it is correct, what was in your mind in the way of 
bringing Ibis unpleasant affair to a close, and was it by any chance 

just out of fun 7 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazhi-Husain 


(!) Sardar Habibullah- 

(2) Mian Shah Nawaz. 

(3) Gbuiam Mohyuddin Khan. 

<4> K. B. Mian Ahmad Yar Khan. 


1 , 


CIVIL ft MILITARY GAZETTE 27 JUNE. »33 
MUSLIM LEAGUE COUNCIL 


Another Meeting at Lahore. 

Delhi Notice "Illegal and Unauthorised** 

Uhore, June 26, Mr. Abdul Aiii, Barrister-at-L«w, 

All-Tndiu Mujlim League, baa called a m«tiDg of the Council of tbe 
All-India Mujlim League for July 9, 1933. The meeting will be held 
at 19, Temple Road, Lahore. 

The following is the agenda: 

1. To offer condolences on the sad demise of the late Nawab 
Sir Zulfiqar All Khan and the late Sir Syed Fakhf-ud-Dm. 2- ^o 
consider the present slate of affairs of the League. ^ To consider 
the present political situation in the country. 4. To-consider the 
aoesiion of the venue of the next annual session of the Ail-lndia 
Muslim League. 5. Any other matter that may come up for considera¬ 
tion with the permission of the chairman. 

In issuing the above notice Mr. Abdul Aziz adds ^ that the said 
meeting of the Council is being convened on the requisition of a num¬ 
ber of prorainenl members of Ac Council among whom are the follow¬ 
ing : 

K.B. Sardar Habib UlUh Khan. MX.C..Nawab Ahmad Var Khan 
Daultana M.L.C,. Mian Shah Nawaz C.I.E , MX. A^ Khan B^dur 

Mushtaq Ahmad Gurmani MX.C.t 

Matndol, Nawabzada Khurahod Ali Khan, Mr. Ohulam Rasul Khan, 

(Cortid.) 
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271. 


My dear Shafaat. 

' Yours of the 24th June. 

1. Liadholders. 

You sec the percentages are given in H. M. G/s decisioii on the 
contmuna] problem. The addition of some members, of whom Muslims 
are one-third, docs not improve your poattiou in the U. P. If the 
seats are taken from the general and put into the special of the taod- 
hoiders, you run the risk of their being classified commuualiy, and so 
your percentage may deteriorate. On the whole, it is best to leave 
them well alone. 

2. Federation. 

Undue weightage to States and their mode of representation are 
obviously very weak points in the Federation, and the States repre> 
sentatives admlnistermg British India really is the limit. lamsur* 
prised that Hindu British Indians have not raised a strong voice now 
against it. Have not Gour and Abdur Rahim protested ? 


(from p- 3 IS) 

Bar-at-Law, Maulvi Ghulam Mohyud-Din Khan, Advocate; Syed 
Af^al Ali Hasni. Municipal Commissioner, Lahore; Chaudhri 
Fateh Mohd, Municipal Commissioner^ Lahore and Malik Barkat Ali 
Advocate. 

The following is the full text of the requisition which bat been 
addressed to Mr. Abdul Aziz, President, All-India Muslim League 
Camp, Simla : 

“We have read your announcement in the Press regarding 
the meeting of the Muslim League Council to be called during the 
autumn session of the Legislative Assembly. The affairs of the 
League demand promt attention, and we request you kindly to 
consider the advisibility of an early meeting of the Council some 
lime in the beginning of July, 1933.*" 

Mr. Abdul Aziz further adds that this meeting is the only authori¬ 
tative meeting of the Council of the League and he refuses to recog¬ 
nise the legality of the meeting which has been called for July 16 at 
Delhi by Mtrza Mohd Saeed who he says is not the Secretary of the 
League and which moreover, has been called without the approval of 
the President, 

(Contd^) 


The Retreat, Simla, 
3rd July. 1933. 
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3. S«prtt. 

He waft realty the one who eapousetl the Federatton and is thus 
responsible for the great mischief done* though it must be admitted 
that atl of you were with him, so cannot throw the blame on him. 1 
wonder whether Providence will intervene and save British India 
from it. 

4. I am glad to hear Sir Malcolm Hailey i* well. I should like you 
to sec Lady Hailey and convey my best wishes to her in case she is 
well enough to receive you. 

Thanks for looking up Azim. He is taking up History now for 
his neat examination. 

With beat wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl'i-Husain 


272. Simla, 

3rd July. 1933, 

Private ft confidential. 

My dear Ghuznavi, 

In the matter of the Second Chamber in Bengal, t believe you 
remember that at first there was an idea that Muslim opinion was 
strongly for it. Lately, on rcconsidcraiion, Bengal Muslims 'decided 


{from p. 313) 

Mr, Abdul Aziz desires that all membera of the Council of the 
League should regard the notice of the Delhi meeting as absolutely 
illegal and unauthorised. In calling the meeting at Lahore, says 
Mr, Abdul Aitz, he has taken the action in order ‘Ho meet a general 
desire amongst the memben of the Muslim community to set up the 
affairs of the League on a proper basis and to end the exploitatioo of 
this institution by a clique at Delhi who have absolutely no back* 
ground of public life and authority behind them, and who think that 
they can continue to hoodwink the public by Riding meetings of 10 
or 12 local persons at the bidding of a few ambitious persons ready to 
resort to rowdyism in order to achieve their ends.** 
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Agaiiitt the Second Chamber, and 1 think that decision wa» sound. 
I know the Britishers in Bengal still want the Second Chamber. I 
have given this problem my most earnest and careful consideration 
and have arrived at the conclusion that in spite of the temptaliona 
offered in the constitution of the Second Chamber in Bengal, from 
the Muslim point of view, it is best to rely upon one Chamber only* 
and the correct view to take is not to support the Second Chamber 
but to oppose it, t assure you that this view is the result of very 
careful consideration of the pros and cons of the problem^ 

w 

With best wishes, 

I remain. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 


The Retreat, Simla, 

3rd July, 1933, 

My dear ZafruHn, 

Yours of the 24th June, 

(1) Mode of Muslim representation in the Upper Federal 
Chamber. What you have said is very disappointing. In my last 
letter to His Highness the Aga Khan, I dwelt at length on various 
aspects of the problem. This matter should be pressed. 

Upper Chambers in Bengal and Bihar. 1 am Quite clear that 
they should be definitely opposed, I am writing to Ohuznavl, 

As to nomination, I place very little reliance on h, unless there it 
statutory provision for half the places going to Muslims. I have 
stated the position of Muslims in the Upper Chamber of Bengal, and 
I know that it gives the Muslims a majority in case three or four 
nominations arc going to MusUnu, but where i^ the guarantee, and at 
what a cost ? If the nomination is excluded* then the majority Is 
definite and assured. However, the correct view to take is that there 
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should bo DO Upper Chamber, and in ca^e il is inevitable, then the 
provision as to nomination should be eliminated. 

(3) The same observations apply to Bihar. 

(4) 1 am glad to bear about Orissa, 

(5) What about Services, The R. T. C.’s formula as to Services 
was extremely vague. The White Paper is devoid of that as wcH. 
Some week:) ago T mentioned this subject but none of you has written 
anything about it. 

It is very regrettable that Iqbal and some others arc empbasising 
sectarian differences among Muslims, This is an attack on Muslim 
solidarity from within, but 1 trust before long the venom will have 
spent itself. Still, until it is spent, il is bound to give a certain amount 
of trouble. 

With best wishes. Yours sincerely, 

Fazl't’Husaiu 


274 , 


Simla, 

3rd July 1933, 


Private & Cnnhdetitial. 

My dear Ranga, 

Yours of the 19th June. 

1 am sorry about the communal aspcci given to the constitution 
of the railway authority. It was undoubtedly misplaced, and I think 
you and others showed great discretion and tact and did not embroil 
yourself in the controversy, 

1 am in sympathy with the view that the Minister or his represen¬ 
tative or nominee should be the boss of the show, although the 
working Chairman should be a different person altogether, 



J suppose by now Ihe Railway Board work wij] have been Bnished. 
Is the legislation to be in India or in England? T suppose the Reserve 
Bank deliberations wilt commence roftbwitb, but as you say they are 
bound to be over by the middle of July, ajid in any case all your work 
will be over by the end of July and you will [be] with us in Simla when 
the Assembly session opens. Please do keep notes of iniercsiing 
things that are happening to you^ for we here would like to bear them 
on your return. 

The times here are very slack- The Congress arc supposed to be 
deliberating- What they arc deliberating about ta difficult to under* 
stand. The civil disobedience movement has failed and is bnisbed. 
Why worry about it, and as to C.D.O. prisoners, I do not think there 
are more than 6 or 7 thousand in July [Jai/?] to>day, and by the time 
you return there would be many provinces where there wilt be none, 
and there will be no provtoce in which their number will be any more 
than three figures and their total number will not be even 3 thousand 
or so. So the problem of prisoners will, before your return, have 
solved itself. 

With best wishes, 

1 remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 

Mr. N-G. Ranga, 


275. The Retreat, Simla, 

13th July, 1933, 

Private & eoafldeatlal. 

Dear Shafee, 

Yours of the Uth inst. You are, t am afraid, losing the Alt* 
India Muslim Conference in the provincial Bibar Conference. 

(1) You claim to have got your organizaiion in each province. 
Look up your registers and tell me in how many provinces you have 
got provincial conferences functioning. As regards the Punjab, let 
me inform you that there U no provincial conference in ealsteoce 
there. 



(2) You lalkofthc Punjab playing false, 1 have uevet htard 
anything more absurd than that. K you pursue this lioa of thought, 
then 1 am afmid you will have the credit of disrupting ibe cofifcrencc* 
If you can claim the right in Bihar to decide whether you should have 
separate or joint electorates, why should not the Sikhs and Hindus in 
the Punjab have the same right as soon as Muslims are really in 
mojority and not only in name. 

(3) You talk of fining some place and date for the neat meeting 
of the Working Committee. The wisest thing to do would be to hold 
it as soon as possible, because the developments in England and in 
India are such as to demand immediate action, and I should not be 
surprised if the occasion calls for a general agreement of Indians of 
all schools of thought irrespective of religion, 29th and 30th of July 
appear to be very suitable dates, and if the meeting were held in 
Simla, it is bound to be well attended. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 


Moulvi Mohammad Shafee Daoodi. 


All India Moslem League* 
Ballimaran Street. 


276, Delhi, 

16th July 1M3, 

My dear Mian Saheb, 

Many thanks for your kind letter dated ihe llth July 1933. I 
availed myself of your permission to show the letter lo,K,S, S.M, 
Abdulla and a few other local members of the Council, The enclosed 
note will show that their opinion is very much against putting off the 
Council tneeting fised for the I6th July, 1 think their feeling is that 
after the Lahore meeting and in view of the accounts of its proceedings 
which have appeared in the press it will irreparably damage their 
position if they adopt a quiescent attitude. They also feci that if the 
Muslim Leaders of the Punjab had publicly dissociated themselves 
from Mian Abdul Aziz's action, it might not have been necessary for 
the League to take any immediate action; but* unfortunately they 
have not given the League any material support. On the contrary 
Mian Abdul Aziz seems to be receiving a good deal of sympathy 


320 


from ooexpectcd qxiartors. personally, 1 was very sorry not to be able 
to act on your advice, but, as things ate at present, 1 am naturally 

Tchictant to undertake too much rcsponiibility^ 

I wonder you have seen Mr. Abdul Aiiz*s latest statement, in 
irtricli he makes a certain allegation against Syed Shamaul Hasan, 
Aasistant Secretary* I am assured of the fact that Syed Shamsui 
Hasan never came to face to face with him at Lahore, aod in any 
ease, Syed Sbamsul Hasan is far too shrewd a person to act in the 
way alleged by Mr. Abdul Aziz* 

With respectful regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
M, Sa'id 


277. 20th July, 1933. 

Private & confidenttaL 

Dear Mirza Sahib, 

Yours of the ]6tJi July. 

I have done my duty by tcudertugmy advice in lime, and [ regret 
that the action taken renders the task of winding up this squabble 
more difficult than before. ! doubt whether the League, as constituted 
now at Delhi with iu office-bearers, has any great chance of success. 

In all probability, later on, public opinion will assert itself and 
the two squabbling groups wilt have to give way. ThU is only for 
your information* 

It must be said to the credit of the Punjab people that, barring 
Barkal AH and Sadaq Hasan* no one is said to have attended al¬ 
though many had actually sighed the requisition for a meeiing. The 
spirit of fight apparently is strong in the Delhi leaders. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 

Mirza M- Said Sahib, 

Secretary, 

All-India Muslim League, 

Ballimaran Street, 

Delhi. 
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278, Simla* 

24lJi July, 1933. 

My dear Zafrulla, 

About Upper Federal Chamber and proporiional repreeenta* 
tion for Mueltmi. 

The two lUtements you sent lo me were: (a) The larger one as to 
diitributjoo of provincial seats amongst various communities and 
(b) the smaller one as to distribution of seats in the Upper Federal 

Chamber. 

The total number of seats in the Upper Federal Chamber ii 150. 
We ought to have SO. The second statement says that wc can have 
45. I am afraid this is not correct in two respects: (a) in the case of 
Beiflgfll, 10 scats for Muslims out of 18 are arrived at because 10 
jndetefttiihate seat* of the Upper Chamber arc not taken into calcu¬ 
lation. For purposes of guarantee, they must be uken into consi¬ 
deration and in the absence of any of them being earmarked for 
Muslim* must be assumed to be non-Muslim. This results in the 
Muslim seats being 9 instead of 10- (b) In the case of Bihar* for 
thft'sanie reasons* ihe seats amount lo 4 and not 5. This means that 
there will be 43 instead of 45. 

The note at the foot of Statemeni 2 recognises that one of the 
indeterminate seats in the Punjab will probably go to MusUm*. 
There again probably is no guarantee. The question, Ihcrerofc, is 
out of 50 scats 43^ can be secured al proportional representation, 
lo other words, proportional representation f#Hs to give 
Muslims the amount of representation which Hi* Majesty’s 
GovernmcDt have guaranteed to Muslims and has been indcrstood to 
have been guaranteed on the basis of separate electorates* and pro¬ 
portional representation is being resorted to as practically giving them 
separate electorates. What do Muslims want? They want that their 
50 seats should be distributed amongst provinws, and election to take 
place through the MusUm members of the local Legislatures. So far 
as I can see the best way to do is to allot representation as follow*:— 

Madras *«■ *■* 5 

Bombay 4 
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Bengal.. . 

*** 

... 10 

U. P, ... 

m9 4 

... 6 

Punjab 

mt* 

... 10 

Bihar ... 

m -mr 

... 5 

C, P. 

rmm 

... 1 

Assam ... 


... 2 

R W- F. P. 

* 4 

4 

Sind 

■ Pi 

3 

Oris&a ... 

p p i 

... 1 

Baluchistan 

mm* 

... 1 


That makes ... 50 

" 4 

From one of yotir letters I understood the S. of S intended cotmting 
these. 45 as guaranteed to us. 1 trust he will treat these as 43 and 
not 43, Then what he wanted to do was to give the balance through 
separate electorates and he will distribute those 7 then in a way as to 
probably give the province the figures that I have indicated above 
Muslims will not be satisfied with this as they treat this to be an 
encroachment on the principle that separate electoritei cannot be 
taken away without consent of the Muslim community. I trust His 
Highness and you all will impress this very strongly on the mind of 


the S. of S. 

I understand generally the Indian Delegation ti in a more or less 
demoralised condition and such an atmosphere cannot but be reficct- 
cd in the views that one fonns, However* it is necessary on such 
occasion for one to think clearly and to act on well-defined principles 
and not weaken or falter. 


With best wishes* 


' I remain* 


Yours sincerely! 
Fazl-i'Husain 


279, Simla* 

29th July* 1933. 

My dear Mieville* 

We had a mceiing of the Executive Council on the 27tb and dis¬ 
cussed Gandhi, Then we bad another meeting on the 28th where in 
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the Prince* Protection Bill was discussed for two hours. CUoscs I, 
5, 6 and 7 were left iulaci. Ah agreed to omit Clause 3, and Clause 
4 was, after very considerable discussion, modihed. All these deci¬ 
sions were arrived at unanimously with the concurrence of the 
Political Secretary, except on one point in clause 4. There the 
Council was unanimous in its decision, and the Politfcal 
Secretary thought that a greater measure of proteciton was desired by 
the Princes than the Council felt cotild be reasonably given. This point 
was private and personal character of the Princes — rather a ticklish 
affair, In view of His Excellency’s interest in the subject, we did our 
best to explore the possibilities of extending the protection that we 
felt could be reasonably given^ but the difficulties in the way were 
found to be insuperable. I have no doubt the Home Department will 
write to you at length on the subject. 

Then we had another talk about Gandhi and came to the conclu¬ 
sion that Gandhi's last statement, as a whole, was not half bad, and 
was in fact, quite good. His present attitude of mind U not at all em¬ 
barrassing to Government, and we feel that the position is developing 
very nk'ely, and poor old Gandhi is losing most of his admirers very 
rapidly and is exhibiting the usual frailties of mankind in an ever 
increasing degree. His explanation about his having a scheme which 
would be acceptable to the Congress as well as to the British Parlia¬ 
ment was that ho himself had no such scheme in mind but that he 
hoped that in the presence of His Excellency inspiration would conic 
and such a scheme would emerge. I consider that highly complimen¬ 
tary to His Excellency. 

After the Executive Council meeting, we had a meeting of the 
Economic Sub-Commiitc of Council and discussed therein New 
Zealand's desire to enter into a trade agreement with us. 

The Punjab Legislative Council met in Simla the other day and 
the new Governor gave the Council his first address. It was a very 

good one. 

We are all delighted lo hear that His Excellency has got rid of 
his lumbago. Most hearty congratulations on that, . * 
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Now that you are in Bombay, perhaps you might be able lo att¬ 
ract Gandhi from Ahmedabadt 


With best wishes, 

1 remain, 

Yourt sincerely, 
Fazl-t-Hiisain 

E.C. Mi'eville, Esq., C.S.I., C.M.G., 

Private Secretary to His Exceliency the Viceroy, 

VJccroy*s Camp. 


280, 


Simla, 

Ifith August, 1933, 


My dear Haig, 

You very kindly supplied me with the communal composition of 
1. C. S. on the 3lst December, 1932. On examination, 1 find that 
position is as put down in the accompanying note. In the light of 
these statistics, you might like to consider whether as a temporary 
measure, say for two or Ibrec years, it is not fair and just to raise the 
Muslim representation which is undoubtedly very inadequate, and the 
same cannot be said of the representation of others. Aa you know, 
1 have pressed this point more than once but have not had the good 
fortune to persuade you that it is in public interest that a community 
which is about 42% should have 83% representation in the Service. 
It cannot be in public interest that such a state of affairs should con¬ 
tinue. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazt-i-Husain 

The Hon^ble Sir Harry Haig* K.C.S.l., CJ.E., T.C.S., 

Simla. 


281. The Retreat* Simla, 

Uth September, 1933. 

My dear Ahmad Yar, 

1 hope you have had a nice time is Bombay, and Mumtaz proceed* 
ed on his passage in a pleasant mood. 1 am sure be will benefit a 
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great deaf from his studies at Oxford and return to Tndia equip¬ 
ped for the great task that is before the young men of tomorrow. 

The working Committee of (he all-Tndia Muslim League have 
decided a session of the Conference at Patns on the 29th and 30th 
September. You can send as many as 70 delegates, Le., ali legislatoiSt 
provincial and oentrat, and many more, and it is essential that you 
should have there no less than 25 people present, of whom g should be 
legislatora and 17 others. 

As to l^tslators, in view of the Provincial Conference having 
come into being just now. this is the first important work to be doas 
by it, and either you or Mr. Din Md. should accompany the Deler 
gation and make a strong impression in (his all-rndia gathering. 
Who will be the legislators you can persuade to go ? Pir Akbar Alt, 
Riasat Ali, Hablbullab, Talib Mehdhi, QuraishI Md, Hayai, Malik 
Md. Din, Muhammad Yusaf; and of others, a son of Nawab Zulfiqar 
AH Khan, a son of Nawab Fateh AH Khan, Haji Rahim Balchah, 
Iqbal, Siasat, Jnquiiah and others who want to go. If Pir Taj » there 
and he would like to go, he should be askedi and jt should be made 
as representative as possible, and leading people from all over the 
province should be asked. The whole thing should be ready within 
ten days, and, therefore, a meeting should be called to elect these 
people not later than the 20th. You should consult Haji Rahim 
Bakhsh and Syed Habib about the matter, and do it with great enthu¬ 
siasm and discretion. 1 had intended that Firoz should go, but he 
has not been keeping very well and needs a little rest badly, and, 
therefore, I have, on the whole, decided to let him off. He has been 
very good in going to many places in the past, and 1 think be deserves 
the consideration I have shown him In letting him off. Therefore, the 
responsibility for arranging this is entirely yours. 

Yours sirtcefdy, 
Faal-i-Husgui 

Mian Ahmad Yar Khan DaulUoa. 

282. Rafiq Manzil, Lucknow, 

2nd October, 1933. 

My dear Sir Fazle Husain, 

The contents of your letter caused me wilh something like an 
agreeable surprise. Not hearing from you for the last three months I 
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Ihought even your kind efforts had failed and in a moment of despair 
I asked my legal advisers to vindicate my character in a court of law. 
Fortunately only the legal Notice had been issued and I have asked 
my solicitors not to take any further step without further instructions 
fyom me. My character had been my pride and on its strength T have 
defied every one. 1 was therefore shocked when i heard from cer¬ 
tain Members of Assembly how maliciously it had been impugned. 
Nadir Shah will tell you how my lamented friend and brother Sir 
Mohammed Shafi used to scold me for my unbending and daiodevil 
attitude, which, as he said, oftert caused misunderstandings. The 
Deputy Commissioner of Lucknow has written a letter to Mr. 
Sion of the Home Department which will speak for itself. Need 1 say 
bow grateful I feel for the generous way in which you are champion¬ 
ing Khalil; but I will beg you not bother yourself about ray case. 1 
have finished with this world and it does not matter to me what, they 
think of me. So long as I stand clear before my God and the public 
as also my friends, the aspersions of my enemies do not trouble me in 
the least. 

But Khalirs case Is quite dilfcteiit. He stands on the threshold 
of life and any unjust suspicion may mar the future. He has not 
teen me for nearly a year but from the contents of your letter to him 
1 fear he has been rash in his dealings. I thank you however for 
your straight forward query and the opportunity which it offers to 
him to clear himself. As a father I pray he may be able to give a 
straight answer. 

As regards criticisms of your sayings and doings 1 may assure you 
that $0 far as the Muslim community in general is concerned they 
fhlly realise your self sacrificing efforts in the cause of ISLAM and I 
sent you the cuttings not to impress you with any service that 1 was 
doing but to show you what favourable change is taking place in public 
opinion as regards yourself. 

1 do not know if you find lime to read the Hamdam, But 1 am 
glad to say that it now exercises considerable Influence on the Muslim 
mind in this Province as well as in Behar. Dr. Sbafaat Ahmed Khan 
niay have told you bow the Mussalmans in this Province regard it as 
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their ch&mpion and I aend you here with one or two letters which will 
tell their own talc, Mr. Young, Editor of the “ Pioneer’*, thinks that 
the ffamdam has fascinated the people and Sir Mohammed Yusuf 
lays it is a tower of strength to Goveriunent. 1 wonder if you could 
do me the favour to write to rac privately something more on the 
question of Pan-lslamism and I will commit the indescretion of pub- 
liihtng your views in the Paper, The subject is agitating the Mushui 
mind at present and your views will go to their hearts* 

Thaohing you again; 


Yours sincerely, 
Abdullah Khan 


2»3. PrWita ft Confldeatlal. 

Inverness Lodge, 

Roehampton, S.W* 15, 

13th October, 1933. 

My Dear Sir Mian Sahib, 

It ia for aome Itime] that I haw not had the plenaureof wtUing to 
yoii» We have been having nice weather, and through Ood a kind- 
ness my health has been excellent. 

Azim has been with me for a few days before joining his College 
this term, I took him to Cambridge with ms as Field Marshall 
Birdwood had invited rac to lunch at Cambridge. He told me that 
Azim should see him, and I have told him to do so. 

The decision of the Govenment about the representation of the 
Mulljms in the AlMndia Services came like a bombshell, and I 
to prepare my case within a day. I wanted to consult some Muslim 

friends, but owing to short time could not get them. The most un¬ 
fortunate part was that your note of dissent did not arrive til! practi¬ 
cally all was over. I put up a hard fight as best os I could but every¬ 
body else was against me. I dug out Para. 9 of our deputation to 
Lord Minlo in 1909, about our claim in this respect, and quoted his 
words in reply to it, and then read to them Sir Alexander Muddtman s 
pledge. The two notes that I pul up will give you some idea of the 
line [ took, but before that I urged upon the CommiUec to wait till 
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^our minute of dissent sad other papers arrived* but as Sir H. 
Gidne/s evidence was coming on about the Angto Indjaas, (hey were 
ifraid of their critics of whom they ate gelling stronger daily, and 
they would ik>t give me even half a day. 

The matter took a new turn here as they put forward that weight- 
age of the Anglo Indians is required for the purposes of defenec- 
Apart from what is in my notes, I pul so many more questions but 
all had made up ihcir minds to help thdr co-religionists aud kith and 
kin, but that did not deter me from fighting at every inch, and I kept 
them at bay for three days. Otherwise, the whole thing could have been 
settled in a day* 1 told them that we arc sturdy men, and our number 
was fast increasing than other communities. Towards the end ( even 
tried to bargain by stooping a bit low that in Departments where 
Anglo-Indians are considered useful for Defence, I would not mind 
making a sacrifice, but in others I stuck to 29 because up to then 
there was nothing in the papers or the file that 38 was suggested to be 
reserved for the minority communities instead of 33 I/3rd. Then just 
the last day when practically everything was finished your note arrived 
by cable* I came forward and said that anything which was settled 
by the Committee should be set aside and reconsidered in the light of 
your note. I told them it was not to confirm the Government of 
India's decision as this was the Court of Appeal also to revise such 
decisions. But finding that the quota for the minoTiiies was raised to 
help the Anglo-Indians and those only 1 gave up bargaining and the 
idea of achieving something over 25% but dissented on a different 
point altogether from the whole thing, that the best fighting classes 
belong to Punjab, and the population of Sikhs though sjoalJ, from an 
All-India point of view, are very strong in the Punjab, and I said that 
Musthns would not tolerate ihat they should be left behind^ 

However, 1 have put up a strong fight, and although these are Ln 
« way notes of dissent, 1 am still preparing another, now that J have 
got your note yesterday. 

None of the Committee tried to argue the Muslim case with me, 
as they could not, but had to do so by closing their eyes. I felt proud 
to know the vigorous stand you took and pray for your health and 

long life* 
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When the Committee vraicomideriag Ibe eqaiiag budget I pointed 
out to tli«n that the Zamjadaf would hnve to half starve his chUdreo 
and himselfi and still live when |>aying half the Roveanc if the other 
half was remitted; but if no moratorium was decliirml about hii debt 
to the Mania, the whole mai^huiery wit] become unworkable. 

1 am sorry that Khitar has not recovered yet which has been a 
matter of aiutiety to me. 

Lady Umar has asked me to send her kind regards to Lady Fazli 
Hussain and love to the children. 

Hoping you are in the best. 

Yours sincerely, 
Umar H:\yat Tiwana 


2S4. The Retreat, Simla 

23rd October, 1933, 

My dear Zafrulta, 

Yours of the 13th October, 

As regards the High Court of Lahore, the matter of Chief Justice¬ 
ship should be broached with the S. of S, by His Highness the Aga 
Khan, f have discussed the whole matter with Gbuznavi. Unless the S, 
of S, is prepared to do the deed, it cannot be done. You should expect 
potbing from the Province, and acquiescence or neutrality from the 
Centre; but, as you know, the point rests with the S, of S. and he can 
make it on the ground that he cannot find a better man in the London 
^rket, because better inen will not come, and weaker men will do 
more harm than good. 

About the Indian Medical Council,—yes do see Forster and also 
Sir Norman Walker and let me know all about it as soon ns possible. 
If a man is to be taken from the academic medical world of firUain, 
then he should be prepared to join in January, or, at all events, not 
later than the 1st of February. In case Sir Norman Walker thinks 
that of the men available Surgeon General Forster is u suitable man 
and that Forster wants to be considered, I should like to' know, so 
that if he is to be appointed, fie should at once vWt a few universities 
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with Medical Faculties aud sludy their currtcului and clinical Hospi¬ 
tals, &c,, and also obtain access to the Inspection Committee's reports 
on medical colleges there. The Indian point of view is essential, and 
in the case of Forster, I believe it is there. However, many other 
things have also to be looked into before any choice could be made. 

As to the Joint Select Committee, the great thing is to have the 
Provincial Autonomy leglsiation introduced and passed in 1934, so 
that provincial autonomy could enme into being in 1935, preferably in 
Spring, and in any ca^;e not later than November, 1935. As to the 
centre, the matter can be left hanging fire three or four yean, and the 
present arrangement to continue as a transitional arrangement. 

i have given you lots of work in the way of making purchases. 
T trust you will not mind it too much. 

With best wishes, 

I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i’Husain 


285. Private A Confldfutial. 

Tlic Retreat, Simla 
27th November, 1933. 

My dear Raja Sahib of Salempur, 

Yours of the 23rd December, enclosing a copy of your Presiden- 
tiai Address, I will go through it with pleasure and such scraps of it 
as ] saw in the papers showed that it was conceived in a statesmanlike 

spirit. 

I am now, as before, convinced that you have not the slightest 
idea of injuring the best interest of the Indiau Muslims, and further 
ihat you arc under no dclustou as to the realities of the situation, but 
1 regret that I have not had an opportunity of exchanging views with 
you on matters of detail which arise from time to time ; and although 
we have identity of purpose, wc have not developed the requisite 
mentality to think more or less in the same terms of the methods of 
achieving that purpose. In my Iasi note I had expressed a hope that 


it would be possible to have such an opportunity. 


With best wishee, 

Yours sinccrclya 
Fa^l'i-Husain 


286, Telegram : 

(From: His Highness the Aga Khan, Bombay 

4lh December, 1933.) 

X VA BOMBAY 14.31, SIR FA2L1 HOSAIJN, MEMBER 
VICEROY S COUNCIL, NEW DELHI 

MANY THANKS YOUR TELEGRAM AM ANXIOUS SEE 
YOU BEFORE DOING ANYTHING PLEASE WRITE ME YOUR 
MOVEMENTS WILL DO NOTHING TILL THEN. 

AC A KHAN 


287. New Delhi, 

16th December, 1933. 

Dear Aga Khan, 

Thanks awfully for your very kind telegram. My movements are 
as follows 

I stay here in New Delhi till the 2Dd of January, when I leave 
For Calcutta where T reach on the 6th, and on the way I stop a couple 
of days at Benares, f stay at Calcutta from the 6th to the ! Ith, when 
I leave for Dacca and return to Calcutta 3 days later via Bariaal 
where I stay for a day. Then I leave Calcutta on the I8ih for Delhi, 
and on the way stop for a couple of days at Patna. From the 22nd 
onwards till the end of March I will be in New Delhi, except that 
I may go for a day or so to Jaipur and Ajmer during February. 

There h a good deal of restlessness amongst certain circle*, both 
among Muslims and oihers. AUempts, I understand, are being made 
to rush Muslims into certain positions and proposals and underraiue 
their position qua His Majesty's Government and the award. To 
achieve that object. I am told, recourse It being had to all sorts of 
devices the ingenuity of keen witted politicians can devise, and 
some Muslim loaders unfortunately are so constituted as to full easy 
victims to such manoeuvres. Muslim India has been looking forward 
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to your arrival m India as to ^^psitioa whicb, on t^e 

wbote, is not too baU. I do not think there is any ^Jiifiea of these 
devicef succeeding- The Muslim postion t> sound and, on the whale, 
1 believe, safe, if not Imptegoable, hut one ought not to neglect any 
opportunity of ^strengthening and improving the position. I am sure 
such differences as exist (and these differences are more personal 
than of principles) it will be possible to compose with the help of 
your " if 1 may io put it—cementing personality. 

With beet wishes. 


i remain, 

Youri sincerely, 
PaiUi'Huiala 


288. 4th Floor, Ismail Building, 

Hornby Road, Fort, Bombay. 

23rd December, 1933. 

Frivate A CoofliteDllat. 

My dear Mian Saheb, 

One has to exercise a gTeat deal of patience when one reads in 
newspapers that the Muslim leaders are quamlling amongst them¬ 
selves for DO rhyme or reason, and creating uonccciisary conSict at a 
lime when unity is the most essential thing for the cause of*the 
Muslims. 

It was after a superhuman effort, righting with men like iinoah. 
Rajah of Mahmudabad, Pundit Motilal Nehrg and a host of other 
lenders, that I was able to bring about a successful Muslim Confe- 
rence in 1929, which formulated what are known as the Muslim 
demands, 'i'his Gonfcrcnce has saved. If 1 may say so, the Muslim 
position in India. I handed over the reins of my olTice to Moulvi 
Daood) and my Treasurership to Seth Haji Abdullah llaroon. 
Soon after this was done somewhere in the year 1931, T found to my 
utter dlsappoinlment that men who belonged to my group and whom 
1 used to keep in my good books, were gradually going out of this 
association and trying to make common cause with the Nationalist 



MnsThns, who arc nothing but pro^castc Hindus in iheir views. Men 
Iffc^ Matilana Shauluit Ali« Mufti Kifayatubt Rajah of Saltmpdt«, 
Nawab Ismail ICbai>, the fate Sir Zutflqar Ati Khan, Abdul Milllf) 
Chowdartf and one or two others, have openly <fec}ared a sort of war 
against the Muslim Conference. It it necessary fhettfafC to ascertain 
the cjtusc of fhh alienation and to remedy it. 

You are aware that His Highness the Aga Kimn hag returned to 
India after rendering very meritorious services to the community. 1 
wai thinking of taking advantage Of hfi visit and bringing back the 
tenders who were once with the Muslim Conference. I am therefore 
suggesting for your constderation that His Highness should be pre^- 
aented with an address by the MnslirnS of India some time id Feh* 
niary In Delhi during the session of the Assembly. The tnanil^to 
for the presentation of the address should be widely signed and coq> 
lain namc^ of all prominent M uslim leaders of ali Provinces. The 
ftlbctibn should be ptksiided over by men like H.E.H. the Niaana of 
Hyderabad, or my Ikthcr, If be is able to undertake the journey, or 
Jlir Akbar Hydari or Sir Mahom^ Ikbat. His Highness will then gci 
an Opportunity of placing before the Assemblage the work that he 
and his co*delegatcs have done for the Muslims of India, and it would 
also obviate the necessity of calling a session of the Ali India Muslim 
Conference, for which f understand Modivf Shah Daoodi is preising. 
Being an official, J have tb utilise some other channel to carty out my 
su^Mtibh, but 1 shall only act provided it me^ts with your approval. 
With kind regards. 

Yours siacerely, 

(Sir) Pa^tAl Tbrahim Rahimtoola 

The Hon. Sir Pasl-i-Husain, 

K.CS.K, K.C.LE., 

New Delhi. 

iPHvaic A Conlidfiiiliil 

2ft9. New Delhi 

26th December, 1^23, 

My dtar Fata), 

Yours of the 23rd inst, 

Ai to the events leading up to the inititution of the AiMndia 
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Muslim Conference in 1929,1 atn myitlf aware of them, and I entirely 
agree with you that Ihe Indian Muslims should take advantage of the 
presence of Hit Highness the Aga Kban in India now. 

In the course of your letter, you say that arrangements might be 
made for an address to be presemed by the Muslim leaders of India 
to His Highness at Delhi in f’ebruai-y, in reply to which His Highness 
will give an account of what the MusUm Delegation did in Loodoii, 
and that ihis presentation of address and reply would obviate the 
necessity of calling a session of the All-India Muslim Conference, 
for which you understand Mautvj Shafee Daoodi is pressing. This 
seems to imply that it is undesirable to hold a session of the AlUIndia 
Muslim Conference and that the device you suggest is more bcncficifti 
to the Muslim community and more suited to the position and dignity 
of HU Highness than the Muslim Conference, I am afraid you 
have not given very careful considcraiiou to the whole problem and 
to this proposal. If His Highness prcsjdos over the All-India Muslim 
Conference, that will be but a natural thing to happen, because 
(1> His Highness was the founder of the institution; (2) during the 
last three or four years, ihc All-India Muslim Conference has been 
keeping in close touch with the Mushm Dclegaiion iu London and 
more or less lays down the policy for fnidian Muslitns to follow sud 
has resulted in (he achievement of a marked success, and, according 
to some, a better success than was anticipated by most. Is it wise to 
throw over the mstitution because some people do ool happen to 
like individual olBcc bearers ? To my mind, this would be deplorable 
IIS well a* disgraceful. If the institution needs reform, press for 
reform and get it Feforined. If the majority of members do not 
like an office bearer, get rid of him in accordance with the rules and 
regulations of the organi^uiion. Compared with political organiza¬ 
tions in India, the All-India Muslim Conference stands out prominent 
and pre-eminent. The Congress organization is for the time being 
out of work. All Liberal organiaitjons arc in a chaotic condition. 
The Muslim league is in a bad way. Miscellaneous federations are 
seasonal. The All-India Muslim Conference is, therefore, the most 
outstanding political organization as the Hindu Mahasiibba is the 
outstanding religio-poUtico organization. It is, therefore, in the 
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Atness of things that His Highness the Aga Khan shoutd preside over 
it. 

Now as to your suggcstioa of an address: For His Highness the 
Aga Khan to accept an address from MusUm leaders ts open to most 
serious criticism, firstly, because during the last stage of the Joint 
Select Committee dctiberations in London, His Highness the Aga Khan 
led the Indian Delegation and not only the Mualitn Delegation, 
Coming lo India for him to receive an address from Ktuslim leaders 
only, and, in answer, to give them the achievements of the Muslim 
Delegation is to create a new feature exclusively communal. This 
does not befit either His Highness* dignity uad position or the present^ 
day situation, and is bound to create a chonis of strong anti^ddress 
Comment S^econdly, such collection of leaders can never constitute 
a representative gathering properly so called. Thirdly, the spirit 
of the present-day times is sectarriiii, and many will raise their voice 
against His Highness and against those who are making such special 
and exclusive cflTorU in this direction; and, fourthly, His Highness' 
reply to this address is bound to he extraordinarily difficult, and I 
feel conviuced that His Highness would not thank any one who tried 
to place him in that position, 1 think it is necessary that His 
Highness be warned of it and I inisi that it wilt be done. Therefore, 
the concJusioii I have arrived at is that it is not wise and it is not 
right to organize this address scheme; that it is advisable to hold a 
meeting of the All-India Muslim Conference; and that it is riglit 
that His Highnc^ should preside over it, and that it is possible lo 
bring a section of those Muslims who arc keeping aloof from the 
Cqafercnce to this gathering, and that it will also not be difficult to 
i;ompose the troubles of the League, 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 

Fizbt-Husaiji 

Sir Paul Ibrahim Rahimtuola, Bombay. 


390. 6, King Edward Road, New Delhi, 

26th December, 1933. 

My dear Aga Khan, 

I have written about the All-India Muslim Conference mectiag. 
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1 en<;losc a copy of my letier to a fricod of mrDc. Tbtt sums up the 
whole posUtoo. I am giving this letter to Maufvi Shafee Daoodi 
io tbal bc.may obtain your decision as to where to hold this meeting 
Patna or in Delhi. Where-ever you deeide, the work should be 
^QizutiepocKl at ofice->PaUia on the 20th of January, and Delhi on the 
and ilth of Febriiary, As there is very little time left, it hat 
been coiuidered necessary for Mauivi Shafee Daoodi to wait upon 
you at once. 

With best wishes, 


I remain. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 

iiii the Aga Khait, 

. -n -f**" I* 

A^ Hau« Bombay. 


Private A CeoBdeolial 

Home Member^ 

^ ^ Viceroy's Council, 

New Delhi 


y, 2nd January 1934. 

bear Sir Fazli, 

Many thanks for your note regarding civil disobedience which 
we^ have considered carefully in the Home De(>artinenC. We arc 
in agreement with your general c^tiniate of the situatioo. You have 
suggested action in three particular respects. 

’*"i ► 

(a> Examination of the Regulatioit prisoners with a view to 
releasing all except those whose release it dchnitely unwise. 


^ The only Regulation prisoncm at present detained as a result of 
the civil dwphcdiencc movement are (a) Patel, and (b) four N.W.F,P. 
prisohcis, namely, Abdul Chaffar Khan, Saadullah Khan, Attaullah 
Khan and Dr. Khan Sahib. Though the three latter are no doubt 
of less importance than Abdul Ghaffar Khan, it is dilhtcuU to distin¬ 
guish tbeir cases from his, and we feel that if any of them were 
released this would at once stimulate a demand for the release of the 
others including Abdul Gfaafiar Khan. At present we understand 


337 


titnl no interest is being taken in the release of any of these four, and 
1 cannot help feeling that we had better let things settle down still 
further in the N. W. F. P. before we take up this question. It is an 
inflammable area and Abdul Ghaflar Khan has done immense 
mischief there in the past. ! suppose, moreover, there is some 
poasibitity that we may have trouble in Afghanistan to the spHng. 
1 sbbnid pfeTer to do nothing at present about these men. 

(b) Premature release of I he 3000 ordinary civil dlsobedtenoe 
prisoners. 

There is not at present any prohibition on the continuance of 
the policy of premature release, and indeed I understand that focal 
Oovemments are still carrying this on to the extent which they 
consider the circumstances justify, but it is evident lhat the scope 
for any such policy at present is very limited. Out of 3312 prisoners 
at the end of November, no Jess than 2207 had been convicted in the 
liUt ^ur months, 'tliere can be no question of prcmaiure release 
in the case of those who deliberaiety, after the suspension of civil 
disobedienoe, offered themselves again for jail. Of the remaining 
1000. it is probable that within the next month or su neirly all will 
be out in the ordtnary course of events. 1 do ooc, therefore, feel tliat 
there is any case for suggesting to local Goverments that they should 
further expedite the release of civil disobedieucc prisoners. 

(e) A review of restrictive orders under civil disobedience 
legislation. 

This is practically entirely a Bombay problem. Out of 7Sf4 such 
orders in force at the end of October, 766 have been passed by the 
Bombay Covemment. Conditions in Bombay have been such that 
I should not feel justified in asking them to relax these orders. 
They have in fact been reduced in number very considerably since 
I was there last July. 1 discussed the problem with the Oovernmeni 
of Bombay and they were fully alive to the importance of not keeping 
these orders in force longer than is necessary. 

The Hon'ble 
Mian Sir Faxl-i'Husatn 
K.C.S.I., K.CX'E. 

Member of ConneiL 


Yours sincerely, 
Harry Haig 
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192, Camp Benarefii 

4th January, 1934. 

Dear Aga Khan, 

Youia from Poona. I have read the letter very carefully, and 
I have had the advaaiage orheariag from Maulvi Shafee Daoodi the 
purport of the talks he had with you, and 1 have also beard from 
Fazal. 1 enclose a copy of my letter to Fazal for facility of reference- 

Such thought as I have been able to give to the problem has led 
me to the rollowing conclusioiis: 

h 

(1) Your view that a mcctiog of the Conference be held only 
if the 1929 position is maintained or improved upon is perfectly 
sound and should be our guiding principle, 

(2) That it is posjiible to act on that principle. The 1929 
position. 1 believe, will be maintained and probably improved upon. 

I was for a few hours at Lucknow on my way from Delhi to 
Benares and had occasion to sec the Rnjah Sahib of Salempur, He 
is ready to work with the Conference. His views are sound and he 
shows very good spirit. The squabble about persons can be adjusted. 

(3) As to a large gathering of leaders preceding this Conference, 
further consideration has not enabled me to change my view which 
is that it is in modern times extremely difficult to arrange. The days 
of 1906 Minto deputation are a quarter of a century old, and now 
any attempt at eoUectiog leaders is bound to be attacked by the 
Hindu press as well as by the Congress section of the Muslim press 
as fictitious and unrepresentative and as a gathering of reactionaries 
and toadies, &c. U will be difficult to collect men coo. Moreover, 
this is creating another authority over and above the authority of 
the elected membent in provincial and central LcgUlaturcfi. TherC’ 
fore, the object of this gathering cun be achieved in Delhi collcctiug 
dl] the elected Muslim members of the Central Legislature, and, if 
necessary, some representatives of local Legislatures. 

(4) My old idea of bringing in Hindus for the time has to be 
dropped. At present, 1 do not see any prospect of it, but one never 
knows oneV luck. 1 should not say that it is imposstbie. 
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Mr. B^dr-ul-Iilam is arrsagiag a furnish^ house for you in 
Delhi and he told me that he was in direct communication with you. 
I trust he will he able to secure you one in New Delhi. 

t am now passing on to Calcutta where I reach on the 6th and 
where my address wilt be No. 18 Canal Street, Tntally. 

With best wishes, 

I remain, 


Yours sincerely* 
Fazl-i*Hua«m 


293* Camp Calcutta, 

10th January, 1934. 

My dear Nawab Sahib, 

* Yours of the 6ih inst. 

1 went to Benares for a couple of days, hut (he idea of stopping 
at Lucknow for a few hours came into my mind only a few hours 
before leaving Delhi. I mci there the Hon'ble Mr. Srlvasuva, His 
Excellency the Governor and the Rajah Sahib of Saiempur, and also 
saw Mr. Abdullah Khan. 

As you know, His Highness the Aga Khan is here in India. He 
will be coming to Delhi next month. He has done a great deal in 
London, but of course you know that better than I do. The question 
is what sort of functions should be held and where. Prtma facie^ it 
is right that the meeting of the alMndia Muslim Conference should 
be held, but its office-bearers have got into some sort of confusion 
or trouble, and in this case as In others, persons and personalities tend 
to mar the working of this institution. Every effort should be made 
to prevent damage being done. As a matter of fact, there is no 
difference of opinion between different schools of political thought 
in India on the present position, and 1 think that it would be a good 
thing rf various leading Muslims combined together to demonstrate 
the solidarity of the community. When 1 had a talk with the Rajah 
Sahib of Sajempur at Lucknow, the impression left on my mind was 
that he and hii friends were reedy to cO'^operaie with others. SiiitC 



then, Maulvi Shafe« Daoodl Has met me and related to cbe the 
conversatiou be had with the Rajah Sahib and alao shown me the 
Rajah Sahib's memorandum which Insists upon ealUcg a new confer¬ 
ence, .If ihc Rajah Sahib^s view- is that he will not co-operate with the 
coofcr^ce and try to put coaference matters right where they need 
bei ng put right, this is much to be regretted becau« this is not the 
way to help. Do you think it is possible to bring all ih^ groups 
together? If so, I should like every effort made in that direction. 

1 am going to Dacca and Barisal to-morrow, and on my way 
back 1 will be staying at Patna for a couple of days, bull will be 
back in Delhi on the 22nd. 

As to coming to Aligarh, of course, i will. As to when, will 
depend upon how I find the work at Delhi on my return. 

With best wishes, 

1 remain, 

Tohft BtAcercly, 

, Fazl-t-HuBaifi 

Nawab Ahmad Saeed, Chhatnri. 

294. Chhatari, 

January 13, 1934. 

My dear Sir FazU Husain, 

Thanks for your letter of the lOih. I had some talk with Maulvi 
Shafi Daudt who saw me here on his way to Lucknow and 1 gave 
him a fetter to (be Rajah Sahib of Salcmpur pursuading him to join 
bands with the Maulvi Sahib. 1 beard nothing ffom him aher that. 
But I gather from your letter that his interview with the Raja in 
Lucknow did not prove a success. I entirely agree with you that there 
is hardly any difference amongst the Muslims at present, and if we 
hear some discordant notes some times, it is more due to penonal 
feelings than to any difference of priuciple. I shall be going to Luck¬ 
now on the I9th and would talk to the Rajah Sahib about it. 1 shall 

p 

try to pursuade him to join hands with the All India Muslim Ck>u- 
ference and put the thinp right if he does not like them any where. 

But if T find that this suggestion h not agreeable to the Rajah Sahib, 

* 

may 1 drop a suggestion to you as via media, f.r., that instead of 
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fliMcfuS •*'y aftanisaiion lo call a meeting let a otectiog of a1( 
Muallim be called by the promiaent members of the community 
including secret Aries and prestdenti of various Mualim OrganisatioiiAp 
It will be All India Muslim Conference, but the dilflcultics caused 
by pcnouallties .will be obviated. I need not say that I shall try my 
veiy best to carry out your suggestion with which T entirely agree. 

With all good wishes for a very happy Eid, and with kindest 
regards. 

Yours sincerely^ 
Ahmad Said 

Tbe Hon*b]e, 

Mian Sir Hutaia, 

KCSl, KCIE, Kt. 

Camp CaJcuUA. 


295. LaUgarh, 

PslTijte Bikaner, 

Rajputana, 

21st January, 1934. 

My dear Sir Fazlj HusaiOi 

1 am enclosing a letter from the Nawab of Chhatari that speaks 
for itself* I am going to Kapurthala for 3 or 4 days then again 3 or 
4 diys in Bombay. I WiU be M New Delhi on or ebout the 2od of 
Febraaiy till any the 13 ot 14* I am giving you the»e days so that ym 
might.be able to write me before yoo see me in Delhi and also to decide 

what we should do after I get there if you wish to. Well, the more 

I think of the Moslem situation (and you know that it is more to me 
than life itselO ibe more convineed I feel that we are on the Ihwhold 
of making our position safe by the Communal Award but that one 
false step and our future it once more in the melting pot the Coi^ 
mupel Award upset just as the Poona Pact upset the originil eward. 
There am elements amongst the BrltUh olBeials who would welcome 
more ihfln anything such a foolish act on our part* 
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AW the Bombay cinJiaas and all the Goverameiit of Bombay and 
the Europeans would give anything to sec the Communal Award go 
overhand because it would undo the separatioiiof Sind which i» a part 
of the Communal Award. 

Bombay ia hoping agaioflt hope that our folly will save them. 
Then all the Hindus of India hope against hope that once more the 
Moslems will repeat their 1400 years old history and in the momoni 
of victory by their own folly lose it all. I feel we are now like a man 
who has got a decree but has not been able to execute ii and who 
can be tricked into giving up his real decree in hand for a nominal 
compromise. All the so-called Nationalist Moslems and their allies 
open or secret arc now doing their utmost to make the Moslems take 
one false weak step between jioh' and the passage of the bill into Act 
in l936H-knowLng full well that aflcr that they will have to be loyal 
to Moslem interests alone and that their game of self-seeking intrigue 
H up. But now comes the real danger. The Conference, the League or 
any other body if it is to meet and discuss will open the door to the 
other elements to counter attack the Communal Award and by making, 
thanks to the Hindu press, alt powerful, such a noise as to frighten the 
British Government to go back and say "as important Moslems are 
opposed to ii they are not prepared to push it through Parliament.” 
Many ex-LC.S. men even in the India Office and all the dte hard 
Lord Salisbury clemetit, men like Lord Ronaldshay and the Prime 
Minister himself would welcome such a step andw’ould jump at it. The 
Government then would be all against Sam Hoare who himself would 
be disgusted with us for letting him down by our incompetence and 
our inability to [cave well nl&ns. By alt means let us have our 
speeches and otir Tamasbas our Unity Conferences and our Moslem 
unity movements but only afth the Communal Award If toi? of the land 
and Act of Parltament a reattty. Believe me my dear FazH the 
Moslem unity will be a/ner of itscir once the iniriguers find the law 
is passed and that they are compelled by separate electorate to 
depend on Moslem voters and Moslem goodwill* And if in Moslem 
interests we want to give up separate electorates ourselves then 
Hindus will be ready to give us good terms and only after it is a fact 
in the Act of Parliament will it have that bargaining value chat it has 
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not got at present. Al! this makes feel unless you cao assure me 
that the Communal Award as U is will be strengthened and can be 

I 

itrengthcned in Delhi by some Moslem gesture which you can 
prepare; unless 1 am sure of this position 1 for one am not ready to 
•ay or do anything that may give the impression that the question is 
nof **tea }u4b:afa'\ When T get back to London in April I must bo 
in a position to shout **you are breaking your promise" to the English 
peopf* directly by the Press and by our friends help. I must be in 
that position till the hill is passed. If wc keep to the firm ground 
that we are not going to discuss the Commuiial Award either with the 
recalcitrant Moslem elemeou or with anybody else, if we can keep to 
that position wc are safe. If we ourselves give the others a chance 
of Coming with their noisy coondas and weaken our apparent position 
thanks to the Kindu press then we are lost and I for one will not be 
in a position to stand up like a watch dog till the bill is passed to 
Act of parliament in London. 

F^>rgivc this long rigmarole, i am writing in a Railway Train. 
1 can say more but you cun judge what I mean by what I have said. 

Yours always# 
Aga Khan 


29$, Chbatari, 

25th January, 1>34. 

My dear Sir Fazli Husain, 

As I promised in my last letterj I met the Raja Sahib of Salem- 
pore whom you had also written. He told me that be had sent you 
a teller and a memorandum through Maulavi Sbafi Daudi. He was 
aot, however, certain whether you had received bis letter. He told 
me that he docs not wish to challenge the Communal Award in any 
way. but he is of the opinion that if the meeting is to be called on 
behalf of the Muslim Conference then the Nationalist Muslims would 
not participate in it; and hence the three suggestions that the Raja 
Sahib made in the memorandum which he bad sent to you. 

in my opinion wc should do nothing which may create an im¬ 
pression out side that there Is a diflerence of opinion among the 
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Mobamcdaos. f do not see any barm in the su{(ge9tton of His High^ 
mss' himself asking prominent Muslims to come and confer with him. 
To me this seems to be the easiest coErrse. I shall be obliged to have 
your views regarding this poiatp 

Yours sincerelyt 
Ahmad Said 


297. NewDelhip 

26th January, 1934,, 

My dear Nawab Sahib, 

Yonrs of the 25th m$t. It is much to be regretted that the Raja 
Sahib Insista upon calling a new Conference and that your influence 
with him has failed to persuade him to modify bis view. You add 
that nothing should be done which will bring to light a difference of 
opinion among the Muslims, [f this policy were adopted, it would 
be possible for any small group of Muslims to prevent the community 
as a whole from doing anything or achieving anything- The tyranny 
of a recalcitrant minority may thus become a very great menace to 
the welfare of the community. 

Ae to the suggestion re. asking prominent Muslims, that was 
examined and the result of the hurried examination was that it was 
not adopted. A matter like this cannot be discussed by correspond¬ 
ence. When you are here, we will go into the matter thoroughly. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerelyt 
Fazl-i’Husain 


29S, 

Dr Sir Mohd, Iqbal, Kt. 

M, A., PJi. D, 

Barrister-a t-L aw. 

Lahore, January, 1934. 

My dear Sir Fazl-i-Husain, 

Thanks for your kind letter which I received a moment ago, I 
am very sorry to Say that it wilt not be possible for me to come and 
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meet yon and His Highness thcAgha Khun. My present circumstances 
and past experience have seriously aOccted my outlook. I do hope 
you will excuse my absence from the proposed consuliation at Delhi. 
To the same effect I have written to M. Shafi Daudi whose letter 
reached me along with yours. 

The motto ts excellent; bat it is almost impossible to give the 
same terseness to the Urdu translation. 1 suggest a similar thought 
in Penian: 

Yours sincerely, 
Mohammad Iqbal 


299 ^ 29-SianIey Road, 

Private^ Allahabad, 

3rd February, 1934. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

I am extremely sorry I cannot come to Delhi. 1 intended staying 
and having a chat with you, but I could not leave Allahabad, 1 intend 
arriving in Delhi on the 9th, so as to be there a day earlier, and 
seeing yon about the programme which Ghaznavi informs me you 
have chalked out. I know nothing at all about the programme, what- 
evir it is, T need hardly say ‘hat T will obey your orders with the 
mechanical efficiency of a drill sergeant. 

Again, I need hardly add that if my Chairmanship is going to 
have obstacle in the attainment of Muslim solidarity, then please 
inform those who may inquire that you arc authorised lo tender res¬ 
ignation of my Chairmanship of the Muslim Conference on my behalf. 
My only consolation is and has been so far, that the community ex¬ 
posed its confidence id me by electittg me its Chairman. I should 
be setting a very poor standard, indeedi to the rest of the community 
if I stood in the way of national solidarity by remaining Chairman. 
1 have not mentioned this to anyone, but you may announce it if in 
your opinion it facilitates the success of your projects. 
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I hoi»e tQ lee you next Friday mortiing, jf you are free thai day^ 
Bcliere me. 

Ever youn affectionately, 
Shafaat 


300. 4th February, 1934. 

My dear Sir FazJ'i-Huflain. 

Rajah of Salempur haa just left me. He told me that he U telling 
you everything except one thing that he himaelf is rather shy about 
talking but which he allowji me to tell you as a , 

This is that if a reconciliation of Conference and League takes 
place fais personal position in the future should in no way be weakened 
and that he should not he in any way placed in the position of having 
left in the lurch all he had stood for. In fact some face saving for¬ 
mula or position will have to be found for him. 

Perhaps what we did in 1908 with 1st Muslim League might be 
revived and any central Moslem body found might contain 

I Presidentybr the year\ 10 or 12 Vice Presidents for 5 or S years 

and a Secretary for 5 or 3 years. This might make matters easier. 

The President should, think', be an annual position like that of 

the Congress, 

Yours very sincerely, 
Aga Khan 


30L 8, Keeling Road, 

Private, New Delhi. 

llth February t 1934. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

I have pondered over the proposals made by you, and naturally 
I will carry out your orders. 1 am afraid ft has not been possible for 
you to see and discuss the matter with members of my party, such as 
Nawab Sir Muhammad Yusuf, Mr. Zahur Ahmad and others. They 
were unable to discuss the matter, T should be deeply grateful rf an 
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opportunity could bo given to them to do sOi this evening. They will 
phone to you after the Viceroy*® partyt and talk about the matter. 

The Chhatari group has worked against me personalty for the 
last ten years, and is fundamoriially opposed to me, i do hope you 
will not listen to this group without giving me opportunity of reply- 
ingf I propose to stay on till the 15th and if you have any timcj and 
are bettert 1 shaLi pay my respects to you again. 

Yours sincerelyi 
Shafaat Ahmad Khan 


302. ft-Keeling Road, 

New Delhi* 

12th February, 1934, 

Dear Mian Sahib, 

There seems to be an impression in certain circles that our re¬ 
lations are strained and that we cannot pull on together. This is 
absolutely groundless. We have complete coufidence in each other 
and shall work together for the success of the Conference in future. 
By this writing wc want to remove the false impression. It should 
not be taken as a manoeuvre to retain our position in the Confer¬ 
ence. 

Yours sincerely, 
Shafaat Ahmad Khan 
Md, Shafec Daoodi 


303* ft-Keeling Road, 

New Delhi, 

13th February* 1934. 

Dear Guru, 

With reference to my conversation on the phone, 1 confirm what 
1 told you, and you are at complete liberty to do as you think proper. 
The letter sent last night was sent to remove the impression that our 
relations were not on the same plane. But as | explained to you on the 
phone, my letters from Allahabad hold ground. This is a very small 
matter indeed, 1 am prepared to do anything that you ask me to carry 



out* like a diflciplitied soldiei. If some of my fiicfidfl are saying iny- 
tfalng tb 4&C coDtrary, they have not got m authority or couatCAaoce- 
Mauiaoa Mazbaruddia aud^ Shafl Daudi arecommg to see me just 
now^ and 1 will inform them of it. 

Sbafaat Ahmad Khan 

Whatever His Highness decides 

I will abide by it, as explained 

by me personally to Mr. Rabim Baksh. 

3D4. S* Keeling Road, 

New Delhi. 

14 February, 1934. 

Dear Mian Sahib* 

I have thought about the manner in which ray severance from 
the Coorerence should be effected, and 1 have come to the conclusion 
that it will [be] best if I resign voluntarily* instead of subjecting this 
case to the controversies that may arise over the arbitral award of 
His Highness the Aga Khan. I think It would be conducive both to 
slability and harmony if no dispute arises as a result of anything that 
may bo done by the Executive Board tomorrow, and for this purpose* 
the best thing in my humble opinion will be For me to send in my 
resignation in the terms indicated in the enclosure. Otherwise if 
Hia Highness is called upon to intervene, to depose the Chairman 

and appoint another, it may lead to controversies. Before the crisis 

dc^loped during the last four or five days, I had, as you know, put 
in my resignation in your hand, and I am simply giving effect to the 
contents of that letter by sending in my resignation now. 

The Executive Board at its raecUng may pass a resolution 
accepting my resignation with regret, and, if necessary, recording 
its appreciaLion of the services rendered to the Conference, a^, i 

possible, to the Muslim community. That will be a much better 
way to end this unfortunate deadlock than the exot'Pise of arbitration. 
I have not consulted anyone in this but I feel that this is the best 

Yours affectionately I 
Siiafa’at Ahmad Kba'n 
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305. S, Keeling Road, New E)eUii. 

14 February* 1934 

7,30 p,m, 

drar Mian Sabibi 

I have to leave immediately for Allahabad to lesume work 
there. I had decided to stay on, but 1 find just now that ( am wanted 
there, as I have already completely availed myself of the leave to 
which I am entitled. 

I have already explained my position in the letter 1 sent to you 
this morning. You may deal with it in any manner you like* and 
announce my resignation in any shape or form. You may deal with 
the situation in any form that you may deem suitable, and 1 will obey 
your dwzsion wholehearte>^y, 

Yours sincerely, 
Shafa’at Ahmad Khan 

306. March 17, 1934 
Dear Fazl-l-Husain. 

T write this brief note to inform you that Sir Shadt La] will leave 
here this evening for Dcthi. There he will stop at 6, Pritbi Raj 
Road. A few days ago he menuoned to me that he was most anxious 
to see Hindus and Muslims in the Punjab united. 1 told him chat 
the only person who can deliver goods on behalf of the Punjab 
Muslims is yourself* and that, therefore, he should have a talk with 
you. He said that be will ^ soon going to Delhi and shall gladly 
dh^ss the matter with you. So, if you deem proper you may have 
a talk with him. He will call on you of course.^ 

Wi^ best wiBhes, 

Yours sincerely, 
Sliahabuddm 

The Hon'ble Mian Sir Fazhi^Husain. K.C.S.I., K.C.I.E.,Kt.. 

1 t 

Education Member, Government of India, 

6, i6ng Edward Road, New Delhi. 

li This was an attempt to bring about a coalJtion with Shadi Lat, 
as he had retired, and Faz)-i>Husain was about to retire, Shadi 
Lai was one who could have delivered the goods. Shadt Lai 
did not say anything about it and Fazhi^Husatn was too proud to 
broach the subject. So the matter remained where it was. 

Note by Azim Hu&aln 
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New DeEhi« 

22nd March. 1934. 


My dear Haig» 

The paucity or abiencc of Musliiu* in the High Court Benches 
is a long-standing grievance. In that connection, t understand there 
arc going to be, in the near future, vacancies both in Calcutta and 
Rangoon, In Calcutta, there is Shahid Suhrawardy. an Oxford 
Graduate and Baitistcr-al-I-aw, who is possessed of the necessary 
qualifications ; and in Rangoon, there is, I understand, Muhamaiad 
Auzaro, a senior Muslim Barrister, in good practice, available. I 
trust advantage will be taken of these opportunities to redress this 
long-standing grievance, 


you 


Some days ago, I sent you a note relating Ito] Bengal Services. If 

have done with it, I shall be glad to have it back. 

Yours sincerely, 

Forl-i^Husain 


The Hon’ble Sir Harry Haig. K.C.S.I., C.LE., I.C.S.. 
Member of Council, 

New Delhi- 


3 Dg New Delhi. 

27ih March* 1934. 

I understand Sir AbUclkcrim Ghuznavrs term of office will soon 
expire. In case it is decided not to give him an extension, the 
question of his successor will be engaging your attention. 1 suppose 
you will be looking out for u Muslim, but what I wanted to impress 
upon you most strongly was the need of selecting the best possible 
Muslim. A man who is not really able and who is not possessed of 
some influence can do no good to anybody, whether to Government, 
or to his country or to his community. As you are already aware, 
the composiiion of the Services in Bengal is far from satisfactory 
from the public point of view, and io Muslim circles it is regarded 
as scandalous. The Bengal Government has, for nearly 30 years, 
tried to improve matters and would have put matten right if orders 
alone could achieve the object, but to issue orders is one thing and 
to see that they are executed is a difl'erent thing. In the past, the 
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Muflltm cointnurtity in India has bad occasion ta complaia that the 
best available candidates are not always !-clectedi with the result that 
tht object in view, of putting right long*standing grievances and 
of demonstrating that MuBtiois can contribute efficient administrators 
to the service of the country as well as, if not better than, any other 
community has not been achieved. There are many men in the 
public life of Bengal who deserve to be considered. From amongst 
Ibe M,L,A.’s representing Bengal, there are Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy 
and Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi, The former has a great reputation as 
a scholar, and the latter baa given proof of strength of character, 
ability, orgamsing capacity and business acumen. Then there are, 
amongst M.L.C, 's, several who deserve to be considered. From 
amongst men with ripe experience, there are Khan Bahadur Md. 
Abdul Momin, Mawab Musharnif Hosain;: whilst among younger 
men, there are Shahid Suhrawardy, A. F. Rahman and Azia^ubHaq, 
There is also Sir Hasan Suhrawardy, Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta 
University, wJio also deserves consideration. As you know them 
all intimately, you are in the best position to make a selection. 

This, bonever, has nothing to do with the question of giving a 
short extension to Sir Abdeikerim Ghuznavi. That is a matter for 
your own consideration. 

1 am writing to bring to your notice what the Muilim feeling 
on A subject like this, as a rule, is. 

With best wishes, 

I remain, 

Youn very sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 

His Excellency The Right Hon^ble Sir John Anderson, P.C., 

O.C.B., G.Cl.E., Governor of Bengal. 


309. 6, King Edward Road, New Delhi. 

24th April. 1934. 

Dear Bhagatji, 

Youn of the 19th April. 

1 very much sympathise with you io your desire to create the 
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right atmosphere to hriog people sod iostitutioiis and ideaU together. 
Unfortunately, the forces released' during th* last 50 yatrs or so 
have been discordant, disturbing and full of defiance to each other- 
1 have been closely watching yonr efforts during Ihe last 16 years or 
so, and have great admiration for you and* for your perseverance in 
asking all you happen to come in contact with to bo kind and sympa¬ 
thetic and helpful. If success has not been achieved, it is through 
no fault of yours* It is because the teachings of various religions 
are forgotten, and that new preachings make for trouble, and the 
world is fhll of conflict and disruption* Let us not, however, despair 
but continue our efforts in this noble cause* 1 ag^eo wi^ you that 
Sir Shadi Lai has wonderful scope for doing good. He w^^ the 
bead of the Judiciary of the Province, and now Providence is pl^awd 
to place him slitl higher where he is a part of the hi^Bt Judid^ 
to which the largest area and the largest number of p^Pje 
world look for justice. 

With best wishesi 

I Mmaiii, 

Yours sincerely, 
FazLi-Husain 


JJO. Private, Personal & CoafWeitlal 

Simla, 9th May , 1934. 

My dear Nawab Sahib, 

Yours of the 7th May. 

L AHfarh. 

If it is in the interest of Aligarh to retain Masood, then it is 
best to persuade the court to appoint him Chairman of the Committee 
and also to continue the Regis^ar for another year or two. If, on 
the other hand, it is not so, then, if Masood is prepared to recon¬ 
sider his resignation, 1 suppose the existing arrangements can 
continue for some time longer. 1 am entirely ignorant of Aligarh 
affairs and, therefore, 1 am not competent to advise. The great 
danger is—general confusion. In case there is to be no ?T<>yice- 
ChanceUor, then the Vice Chancellor will have to do a deal* of 

work and of a very responsible nature. It is not wf/ to such a 
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man from amoiiji^t the Indiaii Muttim* and, for the matter of that, 
even from amongst Europeans, 

I am in with you that the Aligarh University is no! 

an institution, the Vico*ChaJiccIloirship of which yon can accept, 
hoping thereby to do good either to the University or to yourself* 
It will only hinder you from other work but you will no doubt guide 
the Court in acting in a sensible and reasonable manner and not 
causing loss to the community and the country, 

2. ProTiocfal Coorerence. 

I think Hafiz Sahib should cenainly resign at once .ind you 
should choose a good mao, I thought you considered Raza Aii as 
suitable. He might do very well* He has experience and ability, 

1 am ddigbied to hear (bat Tsmtil and others arc willing to 
attend the meeting of the Executive Board if you request them to 
do so, 1 congratulate you on their conciliatory attitude in the 
matter, 

3, I am awfully sorry to heur of your daughter’s illness which 
has brought you to Aligarh, 1 trust it is nothing serious. 

With best wishes for your daughter’s speedy recovety* 

I remain. 

Yours sincerely, 
FazI'i'Husain 

Nawab Ahmad Saecd of Chattari, 

Aligarh. 

311 ^ Mount Pleasant Road, 

Malabar Hill, 

Bombay, 11th May, 1934, 

Dear Fasli Husain, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 23th April, Yes, I am very 
much better now, and hope that 1 shall be able to sail on the 24th 
May, ! am glad that you approve oJ the resolution passed by the 
All India Moslem League, It i* a grout comfort to me that I have 
the approval of a man whose judgment I value. I also, when I was 
[D Delhi, was anxious to sec you, but on account of my indifferent 
health St the moment and the pressure of work during the few days 
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that 1 was. there I was unable to do so< I am glad that you are much 
better and truat you wit) be soon quite welt. 

ThaoJting you again for your good^-wishes for my speedy 
recovery, 

I ccTDain, yours smeereSy, 
M. A. Jinnah 

Sir Fasli [S/ef Husain, Kl., 

6, Ring Edward Road, 

New Delhi. 


312. Simla, 

12th May, 1934. 

Dear Major Fraser-Tytler, 

1 am returning the copy of Ihe Colontal Secretary's letter to the 
Secretary of Stale, given to me by Mkville. 

1 am glad to see that the Colonial Secretary realises the gravity 
of the position. It is a pity that be has answered my note in a 
controversial spirit. 1 had not the slightest intention of raising a 
controversy^ In fact, 1 do not know the Palestine problem first-hand 
and, therefore, 1 should not venture to dogmatise. 1 wish, however, 
His Excellency would be good enough to Impress two points on ibe 
Secretary of State or the Colonial Secretary in case he obtains a 
chance of talking to them on the question of Palestine, and 1 do 
hope he will get that chance. 

(1) On the merits of the problem : 

(a) Area left for Arabs. 

It is obvious that the irrigated area is very small, and the 
best has passed into Jewish hands. 

(b) Tmmsgralion of Jews, both of professionaL and labouring 
classes, does not permit of the Jewish money coming into 
Palestine being used by Arabs. 

(c) Expropriation, even on voluntary basis, is not an institution 

which has commended itself to modem govcminents. 
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(d) It is essentisj that regular tiBmigration should be stopped 
pending an iovcsligatioD whether the saturation point has 
not already been reached, and irregular immigration should 

k 

be stopped. 

(2J The Indian Muslim feeling that the British Govemraent is treat¬ 
ing Palestine Muslims nofairly should not be allowed to gain ground. 
There is a long tradition of the view that the British policy is anti- 
Muslim in the world, and in view of the past British interests in 
Muslim countries and Muslim populations, a large and more states¬ 
manlike view should be taken and no reasonable ground for this 
old view given. It is of the utmost importance that in India the 
Khilafat-Congress Union be not revived. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl'i-Husain 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytier, C.M.G., M.C„ 

Private Secretary to His Excellency the Viceroy, 

Simla. 

313, 15th May, 1934 

My dear Jinnah, 

I was very pleased to get yours of the 11th May, saying that you 
have recovered from your indisposition and that you hope to be 
strong enough to sail on the 24ih. I wish you a complete recovery 
and the best of health. India and, in particular, Muslim India cannot 
afford to lose you. Men of dear vision, independent judgment and 
strength of character are very few, and wheq one sees efforts made in 
non-Muslim Indian quarters not to help genuinely Muslim India 
with a view to secure their co-operation but simply to persuade the 
Muslim community to entrust its future to them, the need for a strong 
man of independent judgment, integrity and strength of character 
hccomes apparent and overwhelmingly great, 

Indian leaders have, 1 much regret Lo say, made a mess of political 
work in India, aud during the last two years or so, English public 
life has undergone a great change. From this distance, owing to lack 
of touch and lack of knowledge, I can hardly form an opinion but 



you wbo bavQ beoa tlieto luuloubtwlly kuow Jndii’t ca»o studs 
a. v«ry poor duticc in puUic life of Eofltnd to^jr. This is do 
dou^ OMI r«|re^blc» bu^ ihcn w^t is th^ alternative T Between 
tbe Devil ud the Deep 1^, the Muslim community ipuJt beep its 
bead. At such crises it is. only men of vety outstanc^jaa ability like 
yotirs 'who can ^iiide the commuhiiyp and'^ Ibar'is i we^ very 
pleased when 1 found you liiad given your consent to rcorgaiiiM 

JSI tS rt-, <rt ^ T f t * •; '-*■ ► <■^'-4- - 

tbe teacue under your leadership- 

.1 Tiff ;-Vr =1 f 


With 

1 remaiDt 

Yours smcerely» 

■ ■ j?# .t, 

Faal'i'Huiain 

, - ■ ’ ■ n- 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah, Bombay. 

■ ”, 1** ’ ■• t7 . - --. 


3W. Oakover. 

Naini Tal* 

May 2«ri934. 

1 •»> 

My dear Sir Ftzli Hutajoi 


My last letter and the statement musi have reached you and 1 
hope you have forwirded it to Rahim with such modifications 
u yon thought fit* 1 had a talk with the Raja Sahib of Salem^w 
and Hafiz Ujdayat Hussain, and I think that the time has come when 

^ ■' I I- i * ^ i'ii' 'Ml 

we can get unity once again among the Mussatmans. Hafiz Hidayat 

- -H.*- ,r_ I I lil 1 'HIS: i 

HuHaia hu a^cedr and so has the Raja Sahib of ^1empur» iliat tf 
1 call a meeting of the Working Committee of the Mnalim Oonfetence 
lad issue letters to the members of the Working Committees of the 
Muslim V> 9 |i»^djhe Unity Board they will be eaou)Bh to 

attend, ^rsooally L ihink it is a good c^nce of get^g unity^among 
us. What doyou think of this. Here is a copy of tfie letter which 
J sent to Bahim Box: If you have any objection to the proposal 
ptease inform me so that 1 may s^d another letter to foe Secretary 
in the light of your suggestfons. 


With kindest regards, 

Yotm ttncerely, 
Ahmad S|^ 

1 - S 1 ■ #',.r f --IT 

(of Qfoatan) 
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1^3 J li-. (jW SL ^ iSP^ 

- ^ ji^ -**?*?*■ 

U> 

The Hon*b1e 

Mran SkFazlj Huiain, kcsl.» KCIE., 

Member of 
Simla. 


315 . 


The Retreat, Simla 
26th May, 1934. 


My dear Nawab Sahib, 

Yoiirs of Che 23rd May. 

A meeting of the Executive Board Ukea time and it is not easy 
to hold one, but the Working Committee ought to meet oftener and 
the work should {proceed ahead. 


Iqbal has made a very good statement to the pcesst aiod Hidayat 
Huiain*} statemeni is aho good. Simitar statemenU by you and by 
the Secretary wKI also do good. 

As to the draft you have sent, there is nothing objectionable in 
it, but it is not So strong as >t might have beed, t am sending it on 
to the SMietary as desired by you, 

i have teen Haji Abdullah HiVoon's letter, t agree with tfin 
that all Muslim organisations should take up the attitude that t|wy 
are strongly Opposed to the interpretation of Pandit Malavtya and 
Ani as id the CoogreS j^licy in relatroh to the Oovetnraenes decision 
oh the conununal question relating to tcgislaiures. Haji Abdidfah 
Hai^a proceeds further and talks of the White Pai^r. If we say 
tbo much about the White Paper, we may be conbmitted to it; and 
if the Joint Sclent Committee's Report^ instead of improving the 
While iPapCf, takes awiy provisions whichj fro in the Indian point of 
view Were good, then we will be cKpttted to opboie the Joint Select 
CommiHee's Report, It is, ihcrefoia, prethatm to lay emfdiana oh 
our standing by the White Paper, modified in tehns of the joint 
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reprcffntation of Hindu and'Muslim members of the Cominittce 
which Bssisifd the Joint Select Commillce. 

As to running the etecUons, I agree with yon that it is better to 
fet each province shift for itself, and those candidates who adopt the 
Muslim Conference policy or creed should have the support of the 
provincial conference in each place; and if there are rival candidates 
both belonging to the Conference school Of thooght» eGTorts should 
be made to reconcile them; and in case those efforts fail, then let 
them fight it out, 

1 am returning Haji Abdullah Haroon^a letter that you had sent 
to me. 

With best wishes* 

1 remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl'i'Husain 

Nawab Sir M, Abmad Said Khan of Chhatari, 

NatoitaU 

316 . 

Strictly Confidential. The Retreat, Simla, 

31st May, 1934, 

My dear Nawab Sahib, 

Yours of the 26Ui May, enclosing copy of a letter, dated 27th 
May, to Khan Bahadur Haji Rahim Bakhsh, 

So far as the League is concerned, the Working ComniiUees or 
corresponding institutions of the Conference and the League have 
met before, and there can be no objection to the same being done 
again. 

The position about the Unity Board is. however, different The 
Unity Board claims to have constituted itself more or less on the 
same principles as the Conference itself, and, as sucbi it is the dupli* 
cation of the Conference. When I went into the affairs of the Board 
in Delhi, the organisers of the Institution wished to be left alone to 
show v^liat work they could do. It is very satisfactory that in view 
of pandit Mnlaviya's statement, they feel more inclined to work with 
the Conference than with the Congress. On the whole, it would be 
better if the Institution passed a Resolution on its own. 
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In your letter to me you say that you invite the members of the 
Working Committee of the Muslim League and the Unity Bo^rd. 
Then, win these Working Committees of these two institultoni be 
holding meetings of their own organisations or simply as members 
eo-opted by the Conference for this purpose ? lam afraid you may 
let yourself in for a great deal of eonfusion and an enunciation of a 
position which is not very clear and very definite, while the present 
emergency demands a statement of policy which is definite, dear and 
ts not hedged in with provisos and conditions. 

On the whole, my advice is to welcome the co-operation of the 
Unity Board only to the extent of the Board passing Resolutions in 
the same terms or in simitar terms as the Conference and not by 
inviting them as an independent political body to meet the Con* 
ference and then go back and remain an independent body. The 
Unity Board really claims to replace Conference. Therefore, it is 
possible for the Unity Board to merge itself into the Conference as 
I desired them to do but the Conference cannot treat it as a necessary 
Muslim organisation which it invites to hold joint sessions with it 
If in spite of what I have said above you feel that the Muslim 
cause in India is sure to gain by acknowledging the Unity Board 
which has not yet functioned at ail, T hdve no objection to your 
proposal, but you must do it with your eyes open. It may be that 
the Unity Board promoters feel that in view of the coming elections 
it is better to mix themselves up with the Conference or they may be 


generally anxious to co-operate; and 1 feci in cither case it is up to 
them to join the Conference rather than hold on to the Unity 
Board, 

With best wishes, 

1 remain, 


Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 


317. 2* Farldlcot Road, 

Lahore. 

Slat May, 1934, 

My Dear Nawab Sahib, 

t have just received your registered letter of the 27ih May. I 


i 
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was waking for a reply to my last letter befare eiiculattng your 
statement for opinion amongat the members of the Workiiig Com¬ 
mittee. 1 think yon tnay sifttement, as I did without 

waiting for the opinion of the members of the Working Commiltee 
a« i'l is already overdue. 

i Vhnll cal) a meeting of the Working Committee for the 30tli June 
and Ut July at Lucknow if after the receipt of this letter you are 

i • ' I ■ 1- 

still of the same opinion. 

The Joint Session will serve no useful purpose. Our position is 
very clear. Wc have expressed our point of view so many times. 
What we require is an active propaganda. It is ibe Unity Board 
which has to consider its position. Tt had resolved to follow the 
Swaraj Party which has been kitted by All-India Congtess 

Committee. 

You know that at Delhi at the time of Aglia Khan's visit we 
tried our best to bring round the members of the Unity Board (o our 
point of view hut failed. 

Syed Zakir All’s letier which 1 sent you the other day is a move 
in the same direction. 

They are trying to trap the Muslim Conference in the Unity 
Board. 

Lucknow is n central place but the question ii whether people 
from Sindh. Punjab and Calcutta will come to attend a meeting 
during this hot weather, especially when there is only a question of 
a re-declaration of policy. People arc waiting for a definite movc- 

Moreover in a case of Joint Session of the three bodies mention¬ 
ed by you will there be a decision by a majority of votes of the 
persons present? How such a decision will be binding on three 
different Working Committees especially when a majority of members 
of one working Committee hold a different view* 

The Unity Board is going to meet probably on the 15th June. 
The Assembly members arc expected to be present at Simla on the 
15th July. Will they care to undertake another journey on the 1st 
July. A two week’s delay will not matter much. A meeting of this 
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kind at Simla will be well attended and will carry more weight. 

Hoping to have an early replyt > 

YoiitB sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Huiain 


SIS. Simla^ 

7th June, 1934. 

My dear Haig, 

Your D. O. No. D, 4002^34-Poll., dated the SOth May, 1934. 

T have carefully studied Mr. Hallett’s note of the 27tb and 
yours of the 28lh May, 1934. O f the statements enclosed, the one 
of the 18th tJecemher 1931 was the same that was prepared by Local 
Ooveraments and the Ooverameat of India when it appeared that 
the pact was going to he terminated on account of the Congress 
attitude. Similar allegations were made against (he Congress in 
other Provinces ns well. 

The point at issue really is not whether a Red Shirt movement 
is evolutionary or not, but whether the Provincial Congress Com¬ 
mittee against which the Notification is not to be withdrawn is a 
revolutionary body or not, and whether there is sufficient justification 
for treating this Provincial Congress Committee differently from 
Provincial Congress Committees, say, in Bombay of Bihar. On this 
point, 1 am afiraid, T am not able to agree with my Colleagues, and 
there it nothing more to be done, I am torry to have put you to 
this trouble but I wanted to explore the possibilities of my being able 
to agree with my Colleagues. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 

The Hon'ble Sir Harry Haig, K,C.S,I., C.t-E., 

Member of Council, 

Simla. 

1 I I ■ 

' 319 . 16th Juiie» 1934. 

Dear Aga Kban, 

I hope you had as successful a tour outside India as you had to 




India. I am sure t!]« todiau Moalijns dvfivod a^great datl'«f bcBoiti 
from your visit to ladia. Now that yev ^ae amoe nwrc '•attlsd ia 
Eqgtaod far Die next few weeks, it wttl perhaps be as wett to let you 
kDBW^tlse^ktts on which Indian Muslims* minds are at presem 
engaged, I enclose a typed note containing some points. 

Zafrulla must have reached there already^ and he will be aiUe 
to acttuaiot you with the "Punjab people who arc taking up their 
residence in London for the o«t Few years. One cmiabt be too 
careful'ts to developments. 

A wave of eeaetionartsm is passing over India, aad it is at times 
Like these that the true interest of India as well as the true interest of 
England demands that one should not be alTectcd by the sad wave 
hut should keep the Qag dying for liberalism, self-respect and 
advance. 

Please convey our best wishes to Began Sablba. 

I remaiD» 

Votrrs sincerely. 


»20. Simla, 

30th iime, 1S)4« 

My dear Zafrulla, 

Yours of the 22nd. 

As regards the Central Legislature, in the case of the JLower 
House, there is no difficulty as separate electorates are provided for 
MuriJms. i^or the Upper House, there is the same old difficulty 
which existed before as the Sbey.^df Stale initstis tipon proportionnt 
representation with a single transferable vote, and, as in ^he case sif 
the Upper Chamber in provinces there is the element of nominatua, 
the calculations become all the more i&o pel ess. In fact, it has to be 
recognised that it is ^atpoovible either to guarantee 33% oreves'lp 
guarantee 33% In case all Muslims vote for Muslim candidatei._ But 
there ts no reason why be should not agree to separate efeetorates 
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lO^Uicj Caac of the Upp«r Hoiise^ai he^has aJready Agraed in the case 
of^ifaadAwv Hfiuse. 

An^ cffort at coiD^baok.on H, M» 's dacifrioa as lo ihe^ rep- 
ri«i|Qil|fyiQn o/;variouj» conuniuutrcs iiLLegialatum^ on [he ^opajwiion 
olr^Siiid^ fatal Ip. thft Bdtialiv Goveinroent m-. the. Futiira, and' 

rshould, bp very iQU<d)s surprised if thay«coninoiied: such, aiblunder. 

As tp yoitf,.i)nio,iu^t l m the mpo^t is not likeJy lo- 
before thSjOnd of November^ and no-one can forecaalaa 
to, tiwi puffing ofi thpBjli bu| It not bojiiU- Dwombar 1935, iti^ 
pravioci^l, el«ciionA»udU. be in October 1936i Thls^ia aU 
umalrisfaptQry' oi^d contraiy to Bfatjsh. intareua, but tbnn 1 suppose 
ihAre iac!U^.h a thing, as ProWdwu^ 

I aoL-gladiliiai EiipeJJpAcy ts sati4tjiejj. with the aLtnosphcruthurc. 
WetiUiwi^ him eva^(sppc(yi4< 

Thanks for paying a visit to Brookwood to sec that the place is 
ke^t in order. 

Ycs,,A 2 ini has done well alier one year’s study of History con- 
stdoring that be did not study any History during the last five or six 


yoom. 


Chaudhuri Sahib has been here for four or live days. Their 
Council meeting is over. From the talk 1 had with different people 
from Lahore, it appciis that the decision as to my successor is going 
to^bp mgdc in London now. ! do hope the Seqy, of State, chooses 
wisely and that bis. choice does not give causn for cojuplainl that 
recently n tendency has been noticed to employ men not distinguished 

for tlj^f ability. 

With,best wishes, 

1 remain. 


Youm suscerely, 
Faal-i*HaBatji 


321, Strictly Private & Coohdentlal, 

Simla. 

9th July 1934. 

My dear Aga Khan 

YoufS of'tbe 29th June. 

l am snreycti must have been maintammg contact with all the 
people who are- dealing with the reforms problem and count- 
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You have written at length on the question of the revival or the 
All-India Muslim League and the harm that it has done. I ara afraid 
I have not been able to fcltow this statement. You see. the first 
speech made by Jionah in April last in the AlMndia MuaUm League 
meeting was the one for which he was severely taken to task by the 
Congress press, and the Resolutions passed by ihe League were 
practically the same as those passed by the Muslim Conference, Since 
then* Hafiz Hidayat Husain, who is General Secrciary of the League, 
has given many siaiements to the press, and every one of them simply 
restates the position which you adopted* as leader of the Muslim 
Conference, and now you will be glad to hear that both the League 
and ihc Conference are meeting at Simla on the i2th of August, and 
both will pass the same Resolutions, 1 need hardly add that these 
Resolutions will be strictly in keeping with the policy which is known 
as the Conference policy. 

You refer to the moveiiieiU amongst Muslims to reconcile and 
placate the Hindus. It docs exist, and the responsibility for its 
existence reals with H.M.G. and ihc British statesmen. In ibc Joint 
Select Committee, ceriain leading statcimen have taken up the point 
that the communal award should be reopened because it does not 
meet with the approval of the Hindus, Again, it has been said in 
some provinces (Punjab and Bcngalj that the commimal award may be 
revised because the Hindus are offering such suong resistance to it j 
and the attitude of H. M, G. in such matiers, as you know, is pro- 
verbinl^ihat no reliance can be placed upon it, and they may at any 
moment give way (e, g. Bengal partition). Under such circumstances, 
what more natural for the Mushm community than to feel that 
altbough the communal award has been given by H.M. G,, they 
expect the Muslim community to sccutc the acceptance of it by the 
Hindus; and if the Muslim community fail to secure it, H. M. G. 
may turn round and say: ‘Well, we did our best for you. but since a 
very Urge community is opposed to it and they are creating very 
severe agitation, we bad better revise it.' Had U not been for the 
Joint Select Committee throwing doubts on the award being final, 
^this movement amongst Muslims either would not have-started or 
would have died dowm 1 think you should make this deaf to the 
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British statesmea and, in particular, to H. M. G. OF one thing 1 ani 
quite sure that as soon as the Joint Select Committee's Report is out, 
there won't be a single Hindu in the length and breadth of India who 
does not join the Congress in condemning it. Liberals and Moderates 
and all sections will do that. If the Joint Select Committee wish to 
have this condemnation universal in Tndiat all that they have got to 
do is to revise the communal award against Muslims and they will 
succeed in having the whole of India dead against their Report, 

You say the Muhammedans should support the White Paper. 
Hut. pray» tell me wbai is the White Paper 7 If the Joint Select 
Committee had blessed the While Papert the Muhammedans could 
lake up the White Paper as their political programme, but how can 
you expect them to adopt the White Paper as ihctr political pro- 
gramme and as soon as the Joint Select Committee has reported on 
itt reducing it by, say. 25%, Muhammedans also would say that their 
programme has undergone a reduction of 25%, H. M. G. do not 
give Muslims or any other party in India a chance of having a 
political programme to >hhich they can adhere and also support 
H. M. G. His Majesty's Government do not know their own mind 
or, at all events, they devise such machinery to carry out their pro-^ 
gramme as modihes their progrumuie and siultilieii them. 

There is one part of your letter which needs action and 1 shall 
gladly do what is required—arrange that true views and sentlmcnU 
of Indian Muslims are communicated to the British Press. I think 
you have been misled by some one who has comtnunicalcd absolutely 
fictitious opinions attributing them to the Indiun Muslim League and 
communicating the same to the British Press, 

I hope you will kindly glance again at the note 1 sent you. and 
when you see Zafrulla KLhan sec what can be done about those points. 

As regards the conslitulion of the Upper Federal Chamber, you 
-must insist upon absolutely separate Muslim constituencies or elector¬ 
ates, and advise the Secy, of State to change his mind. 

With best wishes, 

J remain. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazi-i-Husaia 





322. 

bc»4 ufc, potvible of .your leave. 

I &m welting this aa Lsa^K a ropottiof yofu slnitiii«iMo>Ui« priess 
given in London. Most of it vnas very good ajid ‘ but 

towards the end* as reported, here* it conveyed: idros whiclL bn*e 
always invited criitcism. The usual thing Tor n friiijui to do li. to 
encourage one in wlmi one is doing, bnt T feel (L is. the duty of > a real 
friend to tell one what reaction his actions-havc called forth so that 
he may know this when considering, what to do neAt. 

The appointment of a Christian to take the place of Sir Mohammad 
Usman, as Home Member, Madras, when* he hands over charge 
□$ Governor* has created a great deal of dissatisfaction in Miislim 
circles. I wonder whether any of you has taken the matter up with 
the Secy, of State. I know Lord Witlingdon was keen on having a 
Muslim when Sir Muhammad Usman retired. 

With best wishtis, 

L remai n* 

Yours sinoemly* 
Faal*i-Husain 


Simla, 

i 6th, Inly. 1934. 

My dear Zafrulla, 

Yours of the.54h July. 

I am very glad that you have, met His Highpew A^^^hM 
and you had a talk with him. The Councihof the Muslim 

League is entirely at one with the ConFcrho^i®) Secratkry, 

Hafiz Hidayat Husain, is working in. the cloaobl coUgbpwUon with 
the Conference office-bearers, f.e., Nawab Sahibs of Chha^^ and 
Kh?tn Bahadur Haji Rahim Bakhsb, so much so that the meetings of 
both UiMC institutions arc going to take place in Simla on the I2th 
August. Since last April, the Muslim League has held mcetingi of 
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fti'-GouDcN, UfKl its Office-be it r«r^ bitve statcfnetits to (he press, 
luvnria'bfy on^theHnos Itf'lWe Gtrafercnce policy. 'As 
a‘itiaittr offset, fhe 'Muslffti T;eaBtte 'h now in s much ^stronger 
fiOSffion Hhan rt wats before itiSsntuch Hs Are 'Bengal Preatdency 
Mitslfm^btsgoc, which was a 'SeceJer under MauJvi Abdul ICartni and 
crtheri^ JtasTCfnmcd to the fold and only a few days ago passed a 
strong resolution in favour of communal tfward, ^and the Congress 
Muslims were never so weak as nowadti^. Thia-tfl1>ut naturul inas- 
Tiiuchas'lbe Assembly eieciions'are at hand and they all realise that 
unless they mend their way, their chances df aucceas at the polls are 
poor. On the other hand, there are things which may lend to create 
a feeling of dlBsatisfaction amongst the Muslims. You must have 
heard that the Madras Membership of Executive Council has been 
given to an Indian Christian. f.e>, the place which was occupied by a 
Muhammedan since the reforms. This is bound to be relented very 
haturaliy, for there is, so far as one can tree, no jui^ificntion for it 
There are as many as 7 menibers of the Madras Govomttieni, and a 
community Whose representation on fhe Le^sla'ttrrc is i^% is en¬ 
titles to Ik represented by one of its Tnembers on the cabinet. Lord 
WfllJrtcdon held this view very strongly, so I do not know‘iindcf 
what circuntstances the'S of'S. has agfeed to deprive thfe MusHtm of 
this place in the Madras Cabinet, You enplain 'the whole 

(hlhg'toTlfstllghncss the Aga Khan and let him broach the subject 
’to'theS- of S. This may mean that under (he ’itjforms the chances 
of B Muslim being In the Madras Cabinet are vtery ^oor. ff the 
Covernttr of to-day, when be has absolute power of nomrnating a 
menfber^fo fhe Etecutive Council, will not appoint a Muslhn, how 
can hebetp the 'MasHm eomtnohtty fn having dfte of their repment- 
gtives onlhe^binet when the matter dots hot tifti with him sad he 
has only to use hrs good Offices with^^e MlttHtry. In fact, this is a 
^drt df WSmlng to WosfTmi that the CovethOr's power under this 
■Wsad ri riot bfmuch value, Tf Mssiites will bot be represented in 
Mudm,‘they'havc but liffic chsttce of being Teprcttsibd itj the 
Bombay Cabinet when Sind is separated. So there will be Madisi, 
Oeiisa, Bombay, C. E, and Burma without any Muslim In the Pro- 
‘vm^fial Cahlasts, while there will be no province, excepting the 


^68 


Frontier Province, 'where Hindus will not be in the Cabinet. Some 
Muslims may argue that this is so unsatisfactory that it is essential 
to win the goodwill of the Hindu commanity, and in time and out 
of time some British offieialfi in high positions take every opportunity 
of impressing this on the minds of Muslim leaders. Why they do it. 
I have not been able to understand. Therefore, if there is a change 
in the Muslim attitude, it will be as n rciulf of the Govcrnineai 
policy and the advice of British officials. 

I am glad you have been having a talk with the S* of S. on the 
points we discussed together. 

I am very glad to hear an account of your dinner. It appears 
to have been an immensely successful function, so much so that the 
Hindustan Times here devoted a cartoon to it. I wish your At Home 
to Their Ejicetlcnctes to be equally successful. 

I did not know Sikandar had reached London on the 23rd. I 
understood he was staying in France. Only two or three days ago, a 
great deal of publicity was aiven to Sikandar's statement to the press 
about White Paper and the last part of it saying that the Punjab 
people reposed a great deal of confidence in the British officials and 
that he hoped (hat under the reforms there would be a substantial 
element of British officials in all Departments.-has very naturatly 
aroused disappointment in certain quarters and indignation in others; 
and some papers have commented that proposals as to his permanent 
appointment as a Governor are bcinn matured in London. This ]l. 
of course, very uncharitable but then critics in anger are seldom 
charitable You aav he has cone to the Isle of Man. That must be 
to see Sir Montagu Butler who may be able to put him in the way 
of meeting some conservative leaders and also putting httn rn the 
way of beinc useful to them. Papers here have given currency to the 
report that vou have been nominated to succeed me. Other papers 
say that you and Sikandar ate having this matter settled by the 
Vicero) and the S. of S. in London rather than wait for its decision 
here. 

I am glad you are keeping to touch with Azim. Having been 
with his Cambridge studies, he now is at a difficult stage, being on 
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his own, not in any definite institution, not having studied some of 
the subjects he has to take up, he must naturally feel perplexed and 
not know where to begin» 1 think it is best that he should enter 
Davies' Institution for a full course and not mind the heavy fec^ As 
Soon as he obtaiEis bibliography of the new subjects from competent 
coaches, he should address himself to working at them so as to get 
through thenr before October, for, during the period he is attending 
Davies' Establishment, he will barely be able to get through his 
day-to-day work only in the subjects* lecturei of which he can 
follow, 

T spoke to you about the High Commtssionership* I believe 
Mitra’s term expires some time In 1935, for he left India, 1 think, 
in the middle of 1930, and probably joined his post in October 33^ 
In view of the fact that Muslims Have lost a seat in the Cabinet of 
Bombay, and also in the U. P„ and in Assam and now in Madras, 
it would appear that M. G, are definitely withdrawing their 
support from Muslims, ft will not be di^calt to hnd competeiit 
Muslims to replace the present incumbent, 1 count upon H. H. the 
Aga Khan in making sure that the next incumbent is a Muslim, the 
present one and hts predecessor having been Hindus, 

When will you be coming back, e^rly in October or earlier 7 
With best wishes, 

I remain. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fa^l•i“H^sain 


324* Simla, 

I6lh July, 1934, 

Dear Lord WilHngdon, 

It is very good of you to let me know of the situation in England, 
We are all counting on your persuasion and inUjence to save His 
Majesty's Oovernment from failing to^iake full advantage of rhc' 
excelient results of your administration during the last three years, 
I do hope they will make the best possible use of the atmosphere 
which you have secured for them. 
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KlderatioQi and that then T should be able to state whether those 
- grounds were, in my opinion, grounds for reconsTderation or not. 
I am quite dear that the Secretary in a Department cannot have a 
matter reopened. It is open to him, when the matter was first under 
discussion, to approach the Governor-General with his views in case 
his views differed from the views of his Member; but if he did not 
avail himself of that oppor::uoity and his Member retired, he cannot 
afterwards ask that the matter be reconsidered. As to a new Member, 
he is responsible only with reference to the decisions arrived at after 
his appointment. I am glad His HKcelleticy Sir George Stanley 
accepted the correctness of my contention and said that the matter 
must now go to the Standing Pi nance Cnmmittee. E thought I might 
tell you this little controversy that had arisen about Piisn. 

You say: ask Grigg to open the strings of the purse. Well* 1 
find him terribly stingy and miserly, f suppose* after a few skirmishes* 
we shall be able to understand each other better* but at present he 
absolutely refuses to incur any capital expenditure and is ostenta- 
tiously and violently opposed to the scheme of work which Schuster 
initialed last year. We arc carrying on and looking forward to your 
return so as to arrive at a satisfactory uoderstaodjng. 

In the matter of fonh’Coming elections, communal award has 
assumed quite an importance ofiis own. The Hindu Maha Sablia's 
violent attack on it and the attitude of the Congress in neither con*- 
demniog it nor blessing it. have disappointed the Muslims, and 
they stand united today to a much greater extent than thev did before. 
This is satisfactory. If there arc any more attacks on llic communal 
award* Muslims may be ready to support the White Paper with enthusi" 
aim. There Is, however, one thing which has created a great deal of 
dissatisfaction amongst Muslims, and that is the recent announcement 
that the membership of Sir Muhammad Usman in Madras will not 
£0 to a Muslim. This means that in the Madras Cabinet there will 
be no Muslim* If under the present regime Muslim interests can 
remain unrepresented in the Madras Cabinet of 8* what guarantee is 
there that under the reforms* in Madras* Bombay and C. P., there is 
any chance of a Muslim finding a place in the Cabinet unless it be 
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Ifarough ihc goodwiH and generosity of the Hindus. 1 see a great deal 
of danger in this, and it wiJl be a great pity if this happened to 
' develop into a grievance, ' 




f belicVe you Htheinbcr that! mentioned to you the case of the 
High Commissionership,for India No Muslim has yet been appointed 
to this office and I submitted Co you that tfic next tncuxaben^^sfioiUd 
■bera Muslim. ‘Y 6 ii promised to take up the matter jivjilLthe Secretary 
r of State. May I hope that you will find time to do so now that ypu 
arb'lllere 7 • • 


Her Excellency is very much missed by every body and 
we arc,all looking forward, to her safer return, Simla does not seem 
to the same place without her. . 


With best wishes, 


I remain, 


Yours sincerely, 


FazM'Husain. 

H.E. The Rt. Hon, Lord Willingdon, P.C. GMSI, GMIE, GCMG.QBE 
5t Lygone Piece/Grosvenor Gardens, London, W.L , , ' 


Simla, 

23f<J July, 1934. 

Dear Lord Willingdon, 

u. I am much obliged to you for finding time to let me have some 
new* front London. 

-a.Tl^Alipitb situation ii stilt uncertain, but it can wait till vonr 
»elurn. a.dtill the return of the Chsnceilor. 1 am studying'the 
iiluafioii and I have found it to be much more complicated than 1 had 
aniuipatad, It muat, therefore, await your return. 

.i:.iIlli*-.AIHndia Crop Planning Conference has done good and, 
the pmweedtnga are being distributed all over India. .InterestIn 
eco^e-mnaersuB on the increase; and if we only play up. jt should 
holdtthe public^Ucotion for some liiac. 

i Ivam. Afraid w, arehaving a sort of wrangle about Pusa. Grigg'a 
Sewamat are vW«lly opposed to the transfer, and elTort. have Z. 
made.,^ have, the matter,, of transfer of the Research InililuU fMin 

r* - 'i ■('!' -. , 
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Piisa to the neighbourhood of Delhi reopened though the transfer has 
been approved by the Secretary of State. I consider ihii-very unfair 
aTid inade rby views in this connection'dear* The nia|ority of the 
Finance Committee is for the transfer; a large majority of the 
A’^embty is for the transfer, and yet the matter is dragging on and 
the‘thing is assuming the look of a wrangle between the members of 
Government leading to comment in political circles. v* 

A» to the Medical Councih the matter wds komposed satisfactori¬ 
ly; aiid although the politically dsitided ' dissenters in^ thc Medieaf 
Council have been carrying on a pretty strong agitation in the public 
pressi Jt^^^lt^pady^died down and-t think we will have our way. 

TlbctQfia'a^grcat deal of rcstlessne^ in the country on account of 
the'UbduC'delay in the matter ofthe Report of the Joint Paliamcniary 
Committee. I suppose it cannot be helped, and we will have to wail 
for it. Ci^^a Jong lime. j • - * . . - - 

-I am very Rladindeed that Zafrulla is'there, but be is not finding 
It’easy tVI convinioThe''Secretary'of State iBat thelaueVs attitude 
towards the Muslim view as to the mode of constituting the Upper 
CcnUul Chamber is not right. 1 am not surprised at it ’ btfcausk*' The 
unanimous recommendations • of the Government 6f Indi^^'seedi''to 
make no impression on him in ihis-matter,!. I ’ ivblider^'whether you 
have had an opportunity of taking up this point with him. 

With best wishes. 

1 temaiDt ' ‘ ■*i**-^*’ 

Youia sihdcli^, 
Fazt-i-Huiain 

Lord Wtilingdon, Viceroy. 

(in London on leave) 


326. The Retreat, Simla, 

23rd July, 1934. 

My dear Zafnilla, 

VourB of the 13th inst. 

As regards the Upper Chamber, in the case of provinces where 
there were colleges of electors, T understood there the election was by 
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icparatc dcctorat«s and within each separate dectarate by a single 
transferable vote ; so if they arc enforcing joint electorates in that 
case they are encroaching further upon Governmcut’s commitment to 
Muslims. It is a pity that they arc so obdurate and Muslims cannot 
but treat this as a thin end of the wedge, and to that extent a breach 
of faith. The Congress also wants Muslims to agree to a thin end of 
the wedge but the Muslims have been repulsing Ihcir advances on the 
ground that the thin end of the wedge to-day means a fail wedge to¬ 
morrow* 

As to Sir A. Chamberlain’s principle,—what about the Anglo- 
Indians and the Indian Christians ? 1 suppose they are above these 
principles, 

As to my successor, I do not believe there is any occasion for a 
talk about it till some time in the cold weather, but then some ol the 
candidates are so anxious and so hasty that they want to have their 
future settled forth-with. 

In view of the coming in of the vacations next week, I suppose 
the London activities become very slack tmd will not be revived till 
next October, and the Indian question may be said to be more or 
less put away for the next three months. 

You have told me nothing about Sir Sbadt LaK I saw hrs picture 
coming from the Privy Council. Where is he living ? Has be his 
family with him ? How is he enjoying himself ? 

Any information as to the High Commii^sioncr for India ? When 
does his term expire ? Is he likely to take leave uod retire curlier or 
does he wish to stay longer and try for an extension ? Has the S. of S, 
thought of trying a Muslim in that place, considering that no Muatim 
has occupied that office until now ? 

I understand the New Chief Justice from Lahore and Agha Hyder 
have gone to London, I daresay you will come across them. 

With best wishes, 

I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 
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327. 

23rd July. 1934. 

Private & confideotlal. 

My dear Aga Khan, 

I hope your complaint about the correct Muslim view not being 
sent to the British press will be fully redressed> We are all very grate* 
fut to you for Informing us that somebody was misrepreseoiiog things 
on the sly. 

I enclose a note showing the points which need attention. 

With best wishes for Bcgam Aga Khan from me, my wife and the 
girls, 

1 remain, 

Yours most sincerely, 
Fazl-j-Husain 

The Right Hon'ble His Highness Aga Sultan Sir Muhammad Shah, 
Aga Khan, P. C, G. C. S. I., G. C r. E., G. C. V. 0„ 

Ritz Hotel, Piccadilly, 

London. 

Polflts which need being taken up : 

1, Mode of election to the Upper Federal Houic should be by 
separate elecloraies and not by joint electorates with proportional 
representation. 

2, Indian Medical Council: Provision as to when Indian and 
British Medical Councils disagree, to whom should the appeal lie? 
—^To the Privy Council on which Privy Councillors with judichi 
experience sit. 

3, On the expiry of the term of the present High Commissioner for 
India, an Indian Muslim be appointed. 


326. 

Dear Zafrulla* 


28th July, 1934. 


I was delighted to read what a successrul *At Home’ yours was. 
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I suppose the session is now aboul to expire, and the next two 
months will be, so far as the Indian reforms arc concerned, rather 
stow. 


Schuster's successor, Grigg, is keeping us pretty busy. He seems 
to.be violently opposed to almost everything that Schuster stood for 
and wants to abandon Schustcr^s policy and start hii own. This U 
not unnatural in case his own views are different from those'of his 
predecessors, but he wants to go one better: not only does he con¬ 
demn the decisions that were taken'durlng Schuster's lime but he 
wants those decisions upset. I know or ode case' ln Vvhich 1 am'in- 
volved, and there in the unaaimous recommendation of the Covern< 
menl of India was accepted by the Secretary of State, and he now 
wants that decision upset. This relates to the case of the transfer of 
the Ag rioutiural Research Institute from Pusa. This transfer came 
about in consequence of the earthquake which involved a heavy cx- 
penditurd'of 9 lalcha of riipecs' on poftiriB' the buirdinga at Pusa right. 
The scheme of a new ‘Pusa meant an expenditure of from 35" to 40 
lakhs. Shuster forecasted this in his Budget speech *of the 27th 
February, 1934, stressing the poinl that although ratio could not be 
altered and currency could not be inflated, still Government had 
undertaken to initiate capital expenditure which wiirsiimulate'' pur¬ 
chasing ’ power to a certain extent; and that ^for this purpose the 
Delhi capital project had been rc-opcned, the Bihar earth-quake re¬ 
building programme laid out and ban on capita] expenditure had 
also been removed. It was in pursuance of this policy of capital ex¬ 
penditure on public works, tending to stimulate purchasing power 
and thus give a little help to economic recovery, that he made out a 
very modest programme. It was admitted on al) hands that a central 
Agricultural Research Institute, situated at Pusa, failed to achieve 
its full practical value on account of its remoteness and inaccessi¬ 
bility. 


Yours sincerely, 
FaKi-i-Husaiu 
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^29 SitniAt 

July 31sl* 1934. 

Member of Council 

for Education, Heal lb A Land, 

Intjia. 

My dear Sir Malcolm, * * n - ■' 

t haW to’ appoint once ag^iin, ai Agent C36vef nmeni of 

India in South Africa, as Sir Maharaj Singh will be rcturamg next 
January., I have had in mind Sir Wazir Hasan for some lime, but 
dunng the coufse of the last few months a number of people from 
U, P, iiave~spoken to me vecy disparagingly about him, stating that 
be is far from popular; that, in fact, he is-unpopular The inrof- 
maiion I was able to elicit, from these pcmiia, ^whm qunioned, was 
ihil it whs Sto oif'accPuEit of the last few .yeAi^ .service. Un er 

the circumstances; I felt I might approach you,for enlight^ent.. . 

'Since the iclciiitloii *of the post, thttcjiave ^^co three Ag^ts:. 
Sami/Sir Kurma fteddi. and Sit Maharaj Singh- I should, there- 
fore, .like to select n suitable Muslim. Can you help me with 

advice 7* 


With best wishes, 


Sir Malcolm Hailey, Governor of U.P. 


Yours sincerely, 
Fazl'i'Husain 


August 3rd, 1934. 


1. 


pear Sir George, _ ^ ^ ■ . n. - -v 

T feel that! muVt send you a copy of the lenolofcd. let ten which 
has placed me jjt some difficulty. I stjould of cotirse have 
pnredio answer it frankly if it had come from you;-buh Hiavc,. a 
somewhat unfortunate experience of the way m which opinions a^ut 
persons.^h should be kept strictly confidenlJal, have a times been 
used elsewhere.*'I have answered Sir Faal-i-Husamp telling him the 
facts about late Chief Judge. He is a leg^ 

ability who onco took a prpmin!&nUP“<bffi. ^fvs^ltn.PQUw^^■^^« '** 
however the fact that of late years he aroused a jwrobcf of animosities 
in Lucknow and they were not entirely unjuiiificd* It was indeed on 
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330. The Rc treat, 

Simla. 

10 September, 1934 

Dear Shahabuddin, 

Why bother about lunch five weeks ahead ? My movemcnis ia 
the Punjab are very uncertain, and 1 do not like the idea of friends 
being asked to come specially to meet me. It savours too much like 
efforts at ronaing parties and I have no wish to indulge in that 
pastime. 

Yours sincerely, 

i FazM-Husatn 


the ground that these animosities had affected the work and position 
of the Chief Cou^ that the Govcrnor*Generat in Council decided to 
bring in an outside Judge from Altahqbad to preside over the Chief 
Court when Sir Wazir Hasan retired. These facts are so well known 
at Simla and Delhi that I hardly think that Sir Fazl-i>Husain needed 
an opinion from me on the subject; and 1 cannot very well understand 
the reason for addressing me. 

1 am myself certainly of opinion that if a really representative 
Muslim is to be chosen there arc some objections to Sir Wuzir Hasan 
in spite of his ability. I am at some difficulty in suggesting any 
other name from this province. Sir Abdus Samad KJian of Rampur 
has certainly all the social quiiliues desired, but he is not a man of 
outstanding ability in other ways. Sir Ahm^d Sa'id Rhan who would 
be very well fitted in point ofposition and character might not perhaps 
agree to undertake tbe work, as he has aspirations in local politics. 
[ think Sir Ross Masood would be very suitable in point of ability, 
and he is a cosmopolitan who could not fail to get on well with 
AfricanB. Ke would be an excellent choice* though I should prefer 
to be certain as to the slate of his health; he hai: gone to Europe to 
recover it. Dr. Shaiaat Ahmad Khan itifornis me that Sir 
Fazl-i'^Husain on two occasions ‘‘offered" him the post; hut though 
t think that he has been very useful to the Muslims in the Round 
Tabic Conference and otherwise, he is not a man of much personal 
presence or status, Jn answering Sir Fazl'i-Husain 1 have not dts- 
cussed these names. 

Yours sincerely, 
W. M. Hailey 

Hts Excellency The Right Hon. 

Sir George Stanley, C.C.S.I., G.C.I.B,, C.M.G., 

[Acting] Viceroy and Governor-General of India. 
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331. 12th Scpumber^ 1934, 

Dear Rajan Bakh&ht 

Yours of the Hih. 1 am very glad to hear that you are much 
better. 

All these repons in the public press about catenston, &c„ are 
altogether unfounded^ and the teports about the selection of my 
successor are also uofounded, 

As regards Syed Zaioulabdin Sabib and his views and the views 
of the public,—as you know, if I had followed the views of others, 
1 would not have been able to render any service lo the Muslim 
community. Therefore^ it is for the Indian MussalmaQS to decide 
whether they consider my judgment in the best interest of the 
Muslims, or consider the views of the sectarian fanatics, many of 
them moved by personal considerations, should be followed. You 
cannot be unaware that the Muslim opinion in Multan City was that 
compulsory primary education was an interference with religion and 
contraiy to Shariat, I was not prepared to accept that view. 

Yours iincercly, 
Fazl'-i'-Husain 

Khan Bahadur Syed Rajan Bakhsh Sabib, M, L. A., 

President Municipality, Inside Pak Gate, 

Multan City. 


332, The Retreat, Simla, 

24ih September. 1934, 

My dear Zafrulla, 

Yours of the I4lb September. 

Well, you will soon be here and know all about this agitation. 
It is based on, what you call, the score of religious doctrine, but the 
moving spirit is that this unity of doctrine with other Ahraadis makes 
one panial to them and help them against non-Ahmadt Muslims, 
They actualiy stated to, firstly, that a number of such men were 
appointed in 1932, though temporarily; secondly, that the position 
is abused by Ahmadi picacbers in doing propaganda omongsl 



Muslims of convcftmg Muslims to the Ahmadi erded oii' account 
of this position; tbirdiy, that - it gives 'a gencraf prestige to a sect 
which one should try to suppress rather than encourage: for instance, 
your visit to Qadian in 1932. , 

In fact, they have turned their attention to me saying that my 
having been for a long time in office had made me it^cspondble to 
Muslim opinion and that I have awumed a dictatorial ^-attitude. 
However,! beiievo decision'has been arrived at,< but 1 am, by no * 
means, sure that the opposition will die down on the announcement - 
being made, [t will revive a bit, will* see What bhn be done to^ ■ 
counteract that revival. Later, it, will-be for you to com id er what- 
steps arc necessary to reassure the Muslims on the points mentioned 
above and on some others,I , ^ ti 

m 

Curiously enough, "this doctrine btisiu^as' was the one which*! 
discussed with Mirza Sahibs a day or two befbrobiB death in Lahofe 
and the impression ,left on my mind'was hat he was fully cogaisant 
of the importance of Muslim unity, and was strongly opposed to 
disruption, 1 have never had an opportunity of mentioning this 
subject to the present Mirza Sahib, ^ „ 

Yours siiioereJy, 
Fazl-i-Husain 


333, The Retreat, Simla, 

25ih September, 1934> 

My dear Shahab>ud-din, 

Yours of the 25lh iust. 

After giving*ccrtam information, yog proceed to say: 

“Early steps should be taken to stop" any further spread of 
mischief, especiaffy when cohesion and unity in our own camp 
is not very certain'*. 

I am in receipt of this advice, , 

' ^ i‘ «A-" J't. i I ■.! i ■ ■■ 

You assume that you* are not personally interested -in either 
affaifi that both these affaire are my personal affair and chat you 
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are doing me a great favour by giving me thia advice. Am I not 

entitled to know what you have done in order to stop any further 

«! 

spread of misehiefi and what measures you have taken to maintain 
cohesion and unity in our own camp ? If each one of my friends 
ta^ejidy to help me only to the extent of his own individuai matter, 
natnraHy my utility to you all is very much reduced. Without the 
help of you all, or, at alt events, of most of you, what use can I be? 
Therefore;, i ^ust say your letter has mystihed me, and, may t add?, 
djaappotuted me. .-A man .of'your experience and clear thinking, 
sbouM'bave matured certain plans ‘to be put into force, or certain 
actions taken to pni a stop to any further advance^of mtschtef., 

[ hai^ not been very welt for the last few days, and this Is, 
perhftpSi one reason why i have told you) how-your letter has struck 

mo. A . - 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i'Husajn 


334, 3, Durand Road* 

Lahore, October 1, 1934, 

My dear Fszl-i-Husaio, 

Last evening, on my arrival here, I read your letter of 29th 
September. I have tried to gaugj the situation about K* B. Shaikh 
. Rohfm Bakbih: * It*is as follows : 

" 1," Ho organized propaganda is being done on his behalf. No 
meetings, worth the name, have been held up till now. 

2. All'Hlf-fam of Lahore are witK ^dauba. Hardly a single 
iciDe or them is a voter for the Assembly; but most of them 
are voters" for Municipal elections, which arc taking place, 
unfortunately, immediately after the Assembly elections. 
The result of this is that no Muslim candidate for tlie 
Municipal election or his supporters have the courage to 
Support the Shaikh Sahib. In other words, the candidates 
for Municipal elections and ihcjr respective supporters arc 
so much afraid of the sympathy and support, which the riff* 
raffs express for Gaubu,' that they dare not say a word in 

: ' ' ■ r*-i I ■ 1' 
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favour of Shaikh Rahim fiakhsh. The only persons who 
are working openly for the Shaikh Sahib are iwo silting 
Municipal Commissioners, who are not standing for the 
Municipal elections again. One of these is Firore's man; 
while the other is ray man. 

3. Yesterday on my way down to Lahore some Muslim gentle' 
men met me at Fathankot^ Gurdaspur and Batala and I was 
surprised to find that a!! of them were the staunchest 
supporters of Gauba. who. they said, had been to almost 
every town and big village in the Gurdaspur district. 

4. The most disquieting thing is that every young Muslim to 
Government Service, from an ordinary Clerk to an E, A. C, 
is working for Gauba. 

5. I understand lhal in the Ftrozpnr District, Pir Akbar AH, 
in the absence of any definite instructions from Qadia□, is 
working for Gauba; while In Kasur Fazafdin Gora and 
other iniluential people are doing a great propaganda for 
him. 

6. The Arains of Batala arc working against Shaikh Rahim 
Bakhsh and the Arains of Sanda Kalan, Bhali Gate and 
sonic other Mohallas of Lahore are also working against 
him. 

7. Malik Muhammad Din, M. L. C., is a candidate for the 
Presidentsbtp of the Lahore Municipal Committee. He 
promised Firozc that he wilt help the Shaikh Sahib; but he 
is trying to have his own nominee elected from every Ward, 
and, therefore, has not the courage to displease the man in 
the street who is ta favour of Gauba while Mian Abdul Aziz 
is reported to have openly said at Lyallpur that there was 
no chance of success for Shurfch Rahim Bakhsh, though his 
own sympathies were with him. 

R, People arc heard saying that Gauba should win; because 
his defeat will be the defeat of Islam ; while the defeat of 
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Shaikh Rflhim Dakhsh will be the defeat of the Muslim 
Conference only, 

The Hindu agitalioo against Guuba is going a long way in 
his favour in Muslim circles. 

10. 1 have not met Flroze yet, but 1 understand that he is here 

and has invited to his house a large number of Muslim 
residems of Lahore on the 3rd instant. 

it. 1 hear that every Friday Gauba says his iuovma prayers tn 
the Shahi Mosque, Lahore, and his daily prayers turn by 
turn, in the big Mosques of Lahore, simply to win the good 
opinion, sympathy and support of the Muslims of Lahore. 

12, Outeide of Lahore also he follows the same practice and is 
often taken round in procession. 

The above facts speak for themselves, T. for one, see no chance 
for the Haji Sahib, and. therefore, suggest the following course, 
which, in ray humble opinion, is the only way out of the difficulty : 

The Shaikh Sahib should withdraw if Gauba declares from the 
public platform and through the Press that he is not going to the 
Assembly on the Ahrar's ticket; but as the represent a tive of the 
Muslims other than Ahrars, If he declines to make such a declara* 
ttoD* Sir Muhammad Iqbal, Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, Sir Firozc Khan, 
yoursetf and other leading Muslims of Lahore, Amritsar and 
Firozepur etc. should warn the Muslims of the danger ahead. ! am 
sure that in that case our efforts shall have the desired result. The 
questtoQ is a simple one: either the Abrars win or we. If Gauba 
cares to go in as our candidate, we should withdraw Shaikh Rahim 
Bakhsh; but if he insists upon being elected on Ahrar*s ticket, we 
should do our best to put in our own candidate. In short, we should 
either withdraw the Shaikh Sahib with good grace or leave no stone 
unturned to get him in. At present the situation is hopeless and no 
exertions, except on the line suggested by me, shall succeed. 

About the other matter, my misgiving may be unfounded. 

With all good wishes, 

Ever sincerely yours, 
Shababuddin 
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335, The^Reti^t, Simla, 

2od'October, 1934. 

-'Tjj r > 

My dear Sfiahabudditi, 

Yours of the Ist October. 

The suggestion contained in para. 12 of your letter seems to be 
sound. So you can proceed with it, i* e., **if Oauba declares from 
the public platform and tHrough the Press that hd is not going to the 
Assembly on the Ahrar's ticket; but'as the representative of the 
MuBlims other than Ahrars*'. 1 shall be glad to bear whether your 
olierils acceptable to Gauba or not. This bad belter be done without 
delay. ' » * 

With best wishes, 

T rematni 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 


336. 


Camp, 39, Empress Road, Lahore, 
Uth October, 192^. 


My dear Azim, 

'-Tbave read this paper and made certain comments as I ran 
throtigh it. It good attempt* at facing the interesting and 
difficuU problems which' are so attractiTe to the inquiring mmd' 
There is g widespread tendency to‘condemn religion, but those who 
substitute some other conceptions—be it pcrfectiotij bo it cuHure* be 
it the n^t dr be it the beautiful, don't mate iniich progress in the 
study ofthese problems. The movement is more in a circle. It 
cannot, thorefore, be said to be an advance. Religion ts"hb'more 
open to abuse than Hellenic ideals, ‘ and' one*should tie careful not to 
mistake what appears to one to be novel to be also right,' ' 

Yours ^mqexciy, 
FazbiTl^itf^ip 

Your papers arc seat under a separate Cover, 

. ./ :f j.;- : .VrJ 




27 October 1934, 


337, 

My dear Sir Herbert, 

I told you that Zafrulla was coming to Delhi on the 26th and 
you asked me to tell him to meet you at his carUeit convenience. 
His neropUne was delayed by 24 hours and it arrived here only this 
morning. I had a te!e?ram from Zafrulfa saying that he was unable 
to come to DelhL So he has apparently proceeded to Uhore. I 
have, therefore, had no opportunity of mentiomog to him that you 

wanted him to see you. 

Since I met you, I have read Mirza Sahib's statement of the 
case, and have received since then two or three communications 
from his Secretary, mentioning developments, I think the present 
dispute does not offer a suitable opportunity for attaining two 
objectives: Grstlv, making the Ahmadiya community feci that they 
arc growing aggressive and that they should be made to feel that they 
resume their position as one of the uumerems classes and communities 
in the province; and, secondly, not atlowing 'or encouraging Ahrars 
to gain in strength and enterprise. The pursuit of the dual policy is 
likely to lead to the following results: encouragement of Ahraia and 
discouragement of Abraadis, thus developing a situation wherein the 
friends grow weaker and the opponenta grow stronger. The suitable 
policy to adopt would be to act firmly in the matter and deal strictly 
with the aggression of Ahrars against Ahmadis, and put an end to it; 
and then, after a suitable pause, to proceed to deal with the Ahmadis 
locally so that they do not develop the aggressive mentality against 
others who live with them or near them. Trying to achieve the two 
objects at one blow seems to me unsound and unlikely to succeed* 

I have thought over the matter and have arrived at the conclu¬ 
sion given above, and am sending it on to you as you were occupied 
in dealing with the matter. 

Yours sincerely, 

Fn/M'HuSain 

H,E, Sir Herbert Emerson, Governor of Punjab, 
tahore. 



private ^ confidenlia). 

338. 6j Ki[»e Edward Road, Nrw Ddhit 

30th October^ 1934. 

My dear Shahabuddm, 

Please note very carefully that you are not to talk to H» Excel* 
lency the Governor of the Punjab about my beln^ available for 
Rewnue Membersbip in the Punjab on the expiry of S^ikandar's terin- 
£ do not wish my name mentioned to him in thia connection by you 
or by anybody eifie. If I wanted him to coniider tny name» I could 
do so by asking him myself* I trust none of my friends will go 
contrary to my wishes, and if any one does so, it will appear that his 
real object is to hurt me and not to help me. You and every one 
else are free to try for themselves and for their friends, but £ do not 
wish my name to be used in this connection. Moreover, I do not 
wish to take part in promoting the cause of any individual candidate 
or in prejudicing the cause of any candidate. Sikandar and £ felt 
that there would be too many cuodidates in the field, but that any 
efibrt made to reduce their number would only result in increasing it. 

Yours sincerely, 
FazM-Husata 


Private 4 personal, 

339, New Delhi, 

2nd November, 1934. 

Dear Shahabuddin, 

■ k 

Did you sec that Kanwar Jagdish Prasad wes congratulated by the 
U. P. Legislative Council at one of its sittings on his appointment 
to the Governor-Generafs Council? I have not seCn a correspond^ 
ing incident taking place in your Council, Is It that Zafrulla has not 
attending [s/c] the meetings, or is there any other reason ? 

Again, £ saw that there was a talk of Muslim members of the 
Legislature refusing to have a congratulatory function on his appoint¬ 
ment. They had one at the time he was appointed to officiate for'me 
aod you all took part in it. In view of all the circtipn Uiic::S, don't 
you think some function is called for ? Far be it from me to take 
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upon myself to advise you as to the propriety of things, especially 
when what is right may be in conflict wtih personal interest of indivj- 
du^ friends, but it was a point to which f felt it was worth while to 
invite your attention- I should like you to consult Sikandar and 
Feroze about it and show them this letter to save me from writing to 

♦ T I ^ r ^ 

tbenT separately, and do what you think is right and is not likely to 
injure you jointly or severally. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Husain 


340. Mew Delhi, 

8th November, 1934. 

My dear Sikandar, 

Thanks for yours of the 7th about Saifullah and Hamtd. 

As regards your iettor of the 4lh, you ask me whether there is 
any objection to your mentioning the possibility of my taking your 
place to avoid certain troubles. 

You see, this ts just the same as asking for my appoinuncut. 
Only it is an indirect way of doing the same thing, which 1 feci should 
not be done. Having gone over the whole matter once more, 1 have 
come to the conclusion, L e., that neither directly or indirectly should 
my name be suggested in this connection. 1 shall feel grateful if my 
wishes are resj^ted in this matter. 

As to the future of the province for which wc have worked and 
worked hard, there is a very naiuial and human tendency to glorify 
the.past and to took with gloomy apprehensions at the future. 1 am 
taking account of this very natural tendency, but frankly, 1 do not 
too hopeful about the future. Somehow, it seems that the 
atmosphere has deteriorated. It is nobody's fault, I am sure; but 
facts are facts. !n the case of officials, one is incliited to think tbai: 

ii . J ■ li- i. hd *■ 

those of the past were giants, and those that arc now are only human 

1 , fc. I ■ ■ ^ ’I 

and |^ose of the future arc likely to be pygmies. Still, it will 
readily te^^gnJsed that Fagan and King were not loved, and may 
be, were not even liked, generally speaking; but there will be few 

h jiJ i| ■ n 



who will deny that they kacw ibeir jobt rather well, ilowevcr, the 
trend of eventSt the general atmosphere, the atiiiadc of mind, 
official and non-official.—the material available, so tar as ooe can 
Judge at present.—are none too encouraging for one who has worked, 
seen workers, and feel none too strong to mould circumstances and 
events to suit the dictates of bis will. My pcssitaism may bo entirely 
due to my low vitality. 1 wish with all my heart that it were so. 

The usual attractions of power, prestige and authority do not 
app^i to me. Probably, what has been attracting me has been work; 
and, therefore, in abstaining froin entering upon a venture like this, 
! will not be denying myself anything for which my soul may be 
craving. 

Rainchandra told me yesterday that you inlcjidcd coming here in 
a day or two. When is it to be? 1 hope you will let me know. 

With best wishes, 

1 I'cmnn. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-MIusuin 

341, 6, King Edward Road, 

New Delhi. 

lOth November, 1934. 

My dear Azim. 

Yours of the 2nd November. 

You ask for a brief, gcaeral comment on your paper. It is this; 

The generally accepted view about religion may be open to 
criticism in more ways than one, but the view advocated or suggested 
in the paper was not free from criticism, and, in fact, was open to 
the same criticism as the philosophic view of those who stand for the 
generally accepted form of religion that the use of new phraseology 
did not import new ideas- Undoubtedly, the essence of religion is 
quite different from the ceremonial of religion, and the two should 
not be mixed up. The ceremonial of religion may be treated like the 
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exercises which precede the study of any branch of human thought, 
tf Mathematics, Science, Literature, Languages need drilling through 
exercises, why not Theism, or Religion need the same T Admittedly, 
human beings differ widely in intelligence and application, and 
necessarily they could not all be given the same form or stage of 
religion. Religion, tike many other things, is essentially a personal 
matter; perhaps, more so than any other phase of human thought. 
After all, does it not come to this?—We arc free because we fed we 
are free. We must have religion because we feel the need of religion. 
The critic may very rightly pull the argument, in either case, to 
pieces. 

You ask me for a more direct guidance, in two or three lines 
lower down, you say you are quite ignorant of your father as you 
have always had decision^ and not opJntOQS; a final word and not 
suggestion. DooU you sec the contradiction in the tw'o positions 7 
I thought your complaint was that I let you have your way and did 
not force you to do certain things or did not insist upon my views 
being carried out, Both cannot be right. Now which one is it that 
you fee) is your real grievance? On my part, t adopted what 1 
thought was the policy of iaissez faire^ feeling that we were Hvijig in 
the times of individualism 30 years or so ago. I wanted each one 
of you to have your way, and I am not sorry for it, because, after all 
a very strong and strict discipline may show good results in the 
beginning but is likely to give. 

Again, there are aspects of one's ideas, thoughts and feelings 
which cannot be conveyed by language and which cannot be received, 
understood or adopted by others unless their mind is attuned for 
such reception, understanding or adoption. 

As regards religion, a child groves in a society what with heredity, 
bringing up to society and family he grows in an atmosphere wherein 
certain aptitude? exist, they arc there. What is culled freedom of 
thouglu inculcated in modern educaiional institutions is nothing cl&e 
but a rejection of certain conceptions of so-called independence of 
thought which in its turn becomes a sort of mental slavery, A 
devotion to pagan ideals is but a form of rciigion. High-grotmd 
discipline controlling Roman Catholic creed is no more a slavery 
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than the creed of free ihought* ihe fromcr acts at forms of physical 
manfrcstations of slavery while the other has subtle forms of slavery 
itself. 

Tlrco you put roe a questipn-^Docs science CQDtradict the 
precepts of religioa ? You sec you have not studied meta-phyrics 
or history of philosophy. When you have fioiihed .your exam.,aiid 
feel indioed to extend the scope of your iaformatioQ and knowledge 
and read this fascinating branch of knowMge you will hud th^ro is 
not a very strong foundation for a physical test as the touchstone of 
knowledge. There have been men of very superior intel^ectu^ 
attaimnents who have taken up the task of reconeiling science and 
religion. At the outset one is faced with the difficulty of defining 
rci)gion» Bcparatiog the dogma from religion. The subject constitutes 
n science by itself. Personally, I do not attach any very great value 
to it. This subject is a vast one and I better not pursue it any 
further. 

London fog is hoirlble but I trust you will soon be getting rid 
of it by going to a nice place for your vacation. Your rootlicr came 
here yesterday and encloses a letter for you. 

Vours affectionately, 
Fazl'i-Husain 


342. h. King Ldward Road, 

New Delhi. 

3rd December, 1934. 

My dear Aziffij 

Yours of the 23rd November, 1 note your desire. My idea is 
that as you gain experience you will realise that any individual, 
however successful, well informed or even gifted he may be, he is 
but an individual in a society of millions, and in almost every respect 
intellectual], religious, spiriiuiit* worldly—there arc hundreds and 
thousands of men of distinction and excellence and no one can really 
feel so self-importauc as to consider blmself of any great account. 
The question then arises to what extent it is right for one without 



391 


having $i«cialised in a matter to lake upon oneself to (ay down the 
law, esp^ially in the ease of one's own children so as to impress them 
and thus to make their youthful mind more or less adopt his own 
vltws. If they on study and enquiry arrive at the views that he has 
it is vCTygWifV*nfit t<i him but to have dnllcd them into those views is 
the act of the tyrant or of one who has very high and exalted notion 
of bii views and ideas. 

Oh> yea, the work at the Davies* must be enormous' in fact, 
overwhelming. The great thing is to do all that you can but not to 
allow the work to have the better of you and to make you work 
beyond your strength as that is the surest way of wasting your energy. 
If you find the work too much, drop a part of it rather than allow 
the whole of it to beoome confused, 

I am glad you met Sir John Megaw. I had a letter from Sir 

Michael O'Dwyer, and he spoke very highly of you. 

Yours afTectionately, 
Fazl-i-Husaln 


343 New Dellit, 

Home Member of CoanciU Sih December 1934, 

Dear Sir Fazli, 

Hnllett showed me your note of the 6ih December suggest! ng that 
it should be oonsideM whether the notifications against Congress 
orfeanhations which are still maintained in the N. W. F, P. might 
now be cancelled. The note also suggested as another point for 
cdniideratidn the maihleaanco or cancellation of the orders of extern- 
ment passed against Abdul GhafiTar K.han and his brother. 

I mentioned your suggestion to His Excellency today and he 
igiWd with me'that the present would not be a suitable time to take 
up the cohsi derail on of either O'f these questions. We have very 
littTe'dbiibt that the local Government would be strongly opposed to 
the withdraViral of the notifications against Congress organ) sat ions uL 
the moment: As regards the exlemmeht orders, you have doubtless 
seeii in the newspapers that Abdul Gbaffar Khan is being prosecuted 
for I seditious speech rcccoily delivered In Bombay, His ExccUeitcy 
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agreed with me that it would be belter to await the result of this 
prosecution before reconsidering the question of the eKtcmment 
orders. 

Yonrs sincerely, 
Henry D, Cratk 

The Hon* K. 0^ Mian Sir Fatl-i-Husain 
K.C.S.T., K.C.I.E. 

Member of Council 


344 ^ New Delhi, 

24lh December, 1934. 

Dear Lord Halifax, 

Thanks awfully for your very kind letter of the 5th, and for your 
very best wishes for Christmas and the New Year which 1 most 
sincerely reciprocate. 

I noticed from ihe Parliamcniary debates received by the last 
Air Mail, that you were not looking very well, and that at the time 
of the debate your health was not so good as your friends would like 
it to be. This was the first inliraation of your not being well that 
1 had, if I have understood it aright, and I do hope this was due to 
some temporary indisnoshiou and that you arc quite well now. 

As to the Joint Select Commiitce's Report, yes, 1 have noticed that 
it has had a good reception in England due, no doubt, to careful 
propaganda done in its behalf, and you are quite right fn thinking 
that the adhesion of the people like Austin* Derby, Zetland and 
Hardinge must have had a good ciTect. 

As regards India, the Joint Select Committee's Repon has not 
received such severe handling as one might have anticipated. The 
White paper was more severely criticised than the Report, although 
admittedly the Report is, from the Indian point of view, much more 
unfavourable than the while Paper, The difference is due to the White 
Paper having been the first blow and the public mind in November 
being in a fit of despondency rather than in expectant buoyancy* 
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The Report did not itrike them as io very much worse ttian the White 
Paper itself. Then there 'is the very welcome conruiion of ideas a& 
to the merits of iHe Report and as to what is to be done with the 
outcome of the Report, The question has been raised : What is to 
happen now 7 The inquiry started in \929, we are running into 1935, 
Since 1930, every step taken haa lowered the chances of national 
demand being meu The constituent Assembly idea haj^ fallen entirely 
flat. Just now, the public mind is in favour of utilising the 
Legislatures for all that they are worth. This was the basic idea of 
the Montague reforms. If the new Bill could in some mtracalous 
way be enacted in the couri^e of 193S and elections lake place in 
Novcm'lwr 1935, the chances of any large section holding oat against 
working new reforms would be very poor, but what may happen if 
there is an interval of another year, it is difficult to forecast. The 
Congress has been done now for nearly two years, and strangely 
enough there are signs here and there of a certain amount of sympathy 
for it and every manifestation of strength now on the side of Govern¬ 
ment is likely to develop its feeling of sympathy for the under dog. 
TWs h'hofrthb wheel of ThdftQ politics goes round and round. The 
top dog for the^ time being, he it (he Congress or Ooverninent, in 
spite of repeated experiences, does not believe that the wheel is run 
and that It does go round. Recent prosecutions for sedition and the 
seiifcnccs awarded show perhaps an inclination to demonstrate 
strength rather than meet the needs of administration. 

As regards provincial Legislatures, they have already discussed 
the Report, and the feeling is that it is far below (heir demand, but 
ihat^ens'is no question of' rejecting it or not working (he reforms. 
This Is the Tight ConstltutionaLposition and if t may say so the inevU- 
abte course for an ladian to adopt. In fact* those who take an 
imported view of-the problem cannot but tosiify lo this being the 
correct attitude to adopt. 

Yours sincerely, 

Fazl-i-Husaiii 

(Lord Halifax—formerly Lord Irwin) 



345. 

Minister of Agricolturei LahorCr 

Punjab Government. 5tb February 1935* 

My dear Sir FazlU 

The publication of the India Bill seems ter have awakened a 
certain amount of interest In our old formula of communal setitcmenti 
and I thought I might write and ask you whether you would be pre¬ 
pared to meet people on two or three objections that had been raised, 
i think these objections are capable of settlement. 

1* The Sikhs objected to any differentiation in franchise. I am sure 
you will also agree that by any manipulation of the franchise it is 
not possible to get the population exactly represented in the elec¬ 
torate. Would it be acceptable to you if it is proposed that “in 
any constituency in which the population of any community is 
not fully represented* the adult members of that conununiiy will 
have the right to nominate sufBcicnt number of electors to make 
up the deficiency*'. 

2. The Hindus, on the other hand, objected that if constituencies 
are reserved, in any constituency which is reserved for the Sikhs, 
Hindus and Muslims will not have the right to vote for a member 
of their owq community. Would it acceptable if it was agreed . 
that in joint electorates wherever there is a Hindu, Muhammadan 
and Sikh constituency, the electors will vote in all the three con¬ 
stituencies, 

3. There are two or three Sikh constituencies, such as Rawalpindi, 
in which a special provision will have to be made that Sikh elec¬ 
tors in the whole of that division may vote in that constituency 
instead of being bounded by the constituency itself. 

1 thought 1 might just mention it to you before beginning dis¬ 
cussions. 

I 

YoUrs sincerely, 

. Jogendra Singh 
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D* O. 

Govt, of India 
Home Department 
New Delhi, 

6th Febniaryt 1935 

My dear Sir Fazl-i'Husain, 

With reference to your note of ihe 5th instant, I am sending you 
a copy of our file dealing with the question of the Instrument of 
Tnitructioos regarding speciat responsibility for securing a fair pro^ 
portion of appointmentB in the public services to the various minority 
communities. To facilitate the consideration of this point I note the 
following points. In his express letter of the 27th October 1933 the 
Secretary of State suggested that the instructions should be in the 
following form : 

"In relation to your special responsibility for sareguardiog the 
legitimate interests of the minorities you shalU inter aliat have 
regard to the securing of a fair proporltoa of appointments in 
y the public services to the various minority communities. In this 

matter you should, in general, be guided by the recognised policy 
hitherto in force in your province, Modilications of such policy 
should be such only as arc either required to satisfy the legitimate 
Interests of minority communities, or are generally accepted by 
all communities affected, or,are essential to prevent grave detC' 
rioration of any public service'*, 

2. This suggestion was sent out to local Governments and I 
invite attention in particular to the opinion of the Punjab Government 
received in their letter of the 27th November 1933. They took the 
view that "Any more expHcli definition of this responsibility in the 
Instrument of Instructions is likely to add to the difficultly of the 
Governor, for the more closely his responsihUities are defined the 
more difficult it is likely to be for him to discharge them without a 
constitutional crisis. If, however, it is considered necessary to include 
any such Instructions, then it apptan^ destrabte, first, that the instruc' 
tiona should not he so drafted as to suggest that the inllrative for 
modification in existing practice that ordinarily proceed from the 
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Gotvcrnor; secondly, that U should be made clear that the Governor 
should not be requited to interfcic with raoddicatlons ia ealsting 
tioe which may be proposed In order to redress the reasonable grievances 
of the majority community, provided the modifications do no prejudice 
the legitimate int^ests of any tnioority community; aod, thirdly, that 
any modifications that may be made should not prejudicially affect the 
legitimate interests of cxisiing members of the services"’. The Puhjrfl^' 
Ofiveffcfnent then suggested a'drift which appeared somewhat urf^uly 
cokhplidited; 1 examined the' whole qiiedfion in my notes of 20-T2*33 ’ 
and 31-12-33, and'these wcfc^cirelated to afl*’Hod'blc'hf(:mbcrs With^ 


finite which had been recorded by the Hpn'bife Mi^mber, E. H! 
ATL^ and'it was discussed in Calcutta at the beginning of January.' 

r^ult of thiV discussion we telegraphed 'to the Secretary of Slate 
on thtf‘19th bf Januaiiy 1934, pointing out that ft? was nift possible’ to" 
give a final opinion on the proposed addition to the'lfliffamenl'of 
Insfructiom. “which presupposes thut the existing* systbm is satis¬ 
factory”. We made certain general comment!! : 


(a) that many local Governmenfs merely ndfierc to certata 
widt'general princ?plcs; 

(b) quoting the Punjab Government, the development in 
that province and possibly in other provinces where 
Muslims are in a majority would be in the dirwtion 
of the majority community getting more posts and'the 
minority communities less, and the Governor must not 
be debarred from agreeing to such a development. The 
Punjab Govemmeht have attempted to redraft to make 
this clear, but we feel that this draft 7s o*r etabbfibi''' 
and obscure; it cxamplTfiw the dlfficii'rtiy or 
inatruction explicits 
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theVreference to modificarioos which* are essential'to 
prevent a grave deterioration of the public aervicea'is 
liable to be interpreted as an extension of tbe^powers 

of a Governor, and might give rise to cnticftm. 


Atthc same time we wrote to local OovefabiigiS^fn <riir^xfiresg’' 
letter of the28th January'1 934 ; pointing out thaf alfloc^rOovemrhehti'^ 
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conaidcred the system sBtitfacttjry *iud "is such as to enable 

'ithe.new regiiitc to sun off ss well as possible. An examination of 
such statistics as arc available shows that in the Punjab and Bengal 
in which the Muslim population is in a majorityi they aicina 
. minority in almost all the departments of the public service; In 
provinces in which they arc in minority their represent a lion is 
generally in excess of Ihetr .population ralio» except in the technical 
services. The composition of a service js of course no guide to the 
existing rates of recruitnicnt, but Government of India thinkithat in 
certain tsrovrnccs recruitment of Muslims is at pre^nt lower than 
circumstances would justify and that the existing system of rwruit- 
ment may not secure for them a rcasouabie degree of representation." 
We suggcstcd]that 'though the present somew^t iudefinlte systems 
may be.,satisfaciqry under existing conditions, yet under the new 
constitution if the systems arc vague and indehiiitei it may give rise 
to serious friction. If, as contempIaUd by the . Secretary of State, 
the present systems of recruiiment are stabilised, it will be resented 
by the Muslim community in those provinces in which their,recruit¬ 
ment ia below their population ratio.” 1 again invite attention to 
the Punjab Government’s reply dated the 14lh of February, 1934, in 
para. 4 of which they raised the difficulties of fixing definite per¬ 
centages pointing out that “There have been conversations on the 
subject between leading men in the proviqce from time to time, and 
it is not improbable that agreement may be ultimately reached between 
the communities. The qucsiioii is moreover complicated in this 
province by the conflict of rural and urban inlerests. While, therefore, 
the local Government arc prepared to give the most careful 
consideration to any agreement between the communities on the 
lines indicated, they are not prepared at this stage to introduce a 
drastic change in the existing system which would be in advance of 
the consent of all communities, and could not fail to rouse strong 
communal feeling," The opinions of all local Governments were 
quoted in our telegram to the Secretary of Stale, dated the 26th 
February 1934, and wc stated that these opinions confirmed us in 
the view that local Governments must be given a free hand and that 
it would be open to strong objection to force them to adopt a more 


m 


definite system. Our final view was that any addition (o the Instru¬ 
ment of Instructions should merely consist of the first sentence of 
the original draft of the Secretary of State* We added also that the 
formula proposed may not be held to meet the case of tbose provinces 
in which Muslims arc not a minority community, and we suggested 
that for these provinces the Instrument of Instructions should be 
drafted as to make it etcar that the Governor should take steps to 
protect the Muslim interests in the matter of appointments as well 
the lalcrests of minority communities* 

3* I venture to think that the draft Instrument of InstructionB 
now received meets this point, for it will be seen that llie first paM 
of para. XTI does not refer to minority communities but to 
communities for members of which special representation is accorded 
in Federal Legislature. The rctnaintrig portion of the draft, it is true, 
contains a reference to the existing practice, but enables changes to 
be made in the interests of the communities ali'ccted. It is thus on tlie 
whole pretty general and meets, 1 think, the case both of the majority 
and minority Muslim provinces* 

Yourfl sincerely, 
Maurice G Halleti 

The Uon'blc Khan Bahadur 

Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain, K*C.S*I., K.C.LE,, Kt., 

Member "ill-charge £.H. & L* Department. 


347, 7lh February 1935 

My dear Sir Jogendra Singh, 

Yours of the 5tb* These arc the points which have been discussed 
threadbare over and over again and [ have no wish after my experience 
at Simla to reopen the matter which you and other Hindu and Sikh 
friends assured me then was finally settled and closed, - 
With best wishes. 

Yours sinccfclyt 
Fazl-i-Huiain 
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348, New DdhiT 

8th February 1935.' 

My dear Micviilc, 

Will you kmdiy place this before His ExceHeuey? 

After the constitution of legislatures under reforms the question 
relating to the services has been one to which the Muslim community 
have attached the greatest possible importance. At one time hopes 
were entertained that suitable provision for it will be found in the 
statute. Then as an alternative it was thought that it would be best 
to issue instructions before the introduction of reforms and refer to 
them in the Instrument of Instructions. Both these alternatives 
have been refused to the Muslim community. Now we have the 
third alternative, I.e., protections afforded through the Instrument 
of Instructions the draft of which I have seen recently. Now this 
draft, instead of meeting the Muslim claim, undoubtedly jeopardises 
iheir positbu in the Muslim majority provinces as was recognised in 
paragraph 5 in the serial number 29 telegram to the Secretary of 
State for India No. 453, dated 26th February 1934^ and the Oovera> 
meat of India then stated that *'wc recognise, however, that the 
formula proposed may not be held literally to meet the cases of those 
provinces in which Muslims are in a majority and in which the 
representation of Muslims in the services is admittedly unsalt^aeiory, 
and wo suggest that for the provinces in which Muslims are in 

i 

majority. Instrument of instructions should be so drafted as to make 
it clear that the Governor should take steps to protect the Muslim 
interests in the matter of appointments as well as the interests of 
minority communities''. Paragraph 12 of the Instrument of !nstruc> 
tions that has been sent is just the reverse of it. 1 beg that the 
Secretary of State be requested to have a separate draft of this 
particular paragraph for the four provinces mentioned above, as 
desired in paragraph 5 of this telegram. It is only in case he refuses 
to do so that the alternative of striking out the second part of 
paragraph 12 of the Instrument of Instructions can be taken as an 
order which docs not worsen the position, though it euljfcly fails to 
improve it. If no alteration is made then it Is obvious that in the 
matter of services the positlun of the Muslims through this act of the 
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Secretary of Sute wi]]i kave^i>een definitely worsened than it'ii at 
present, Wliytbis should =bct:done is not quite clear to me* but it 
may be the Provideiice’'s way of helping those who tg btyig 

about some sort of settlement between the two communities; and 
under the circumstances the settlement may have to be od'tho basis 
of surrender rather than of compromise, T shotild like n telegram 
on the subject issued to the Secrclary of State for India 'as above 
from His Excellency with as emphatic a support as possible and if for 
any reason His EKCcllcncy feels that he cannot' do so then [ beg that 
it may be submitted to him on my behalf. 

Yours sincet^y, 
Eazl-i-Husain 

E. C. Micville*,Esq., CEl CMG 


349* land's End, 

■ BombnyT 

22nd i^eburary, 1935 

My dear Sir Fazli, 

Many thanks for \r>urs with the suggestions for distribution. 

Thinking it over 1 have come to the cant:luaion..ihat 1 .hettef give 
Haji Haioon Rs SOOO» divided in 2.partsc);f 4000 each,in 6monthly 
donations. No sums should be allotted Jn advance but as work is 
done on lines ^approved of you wilftell-thcm to,pass.on,saj;.Rs-S00 or 
lOOO to Bengal oi the centre or the Jamia or Legguc. 

By leaving things elastic you can sec that only worit is coispeo^t- 
ed, Ghazaavi is ‘the live wire in*Bengal, iho*'Of-oaurie Nnaim and 
Azziz must also approve of v^hat is being done. 

‘Yrs.cvcr 

‘ Aga Khan 

P. S. 

J go to Cairo on Saturday. Please dlurmg ,my absence ^utc 
always Riu .tHotel Paris or RilzJloiel London. ^I^ottera^re 
always forwarded. 




.401 


550. 6'King Edward Rtxad^ New Dtiht, 

26th February 1935. 

*/Vaur« ofitiie 48fh'FobCUttry, acknowledging -reoeipt of mine of 
rTtherkh. t^It/wems to iwve^ a long lijnc to reach you. I wonder 
"'.why 7 

' I am glad'the cold wave has passed away from London and you 
'have besittiftil sunshine. Hcrc^ too, the cold wave has passed and 
“now we irt« entering upon' summer. 

tl is a gre^t advantage lo liave Indian homes in London and it 
is .very kind of Lady Ahdul Qadir to ask you to dinner. As to Indian 
Tcstraunts [jie>] 1 do not think, very much, of them. 

■ Jihjit your eyes complaint has.been jeemoved and that 
,.S»uJhavc,goi wreci glasses with aittigmauc leos. Those who suffer 
to have to .use their glares all the time and as soon 

yo^ are .used,to it there will be no trouble. 

jl.am glad you^went to Maynards. Sir John, as well as Wy 
'ddAgnard.'gce very:,nice# and genuine peotple. Th^re have bcga.wy 
t ifew Engliibmen like Sir John 'Maynard in the I. C, S.'His,schoiafship» 
t^ii'indust/y, the simpUcity of bis taste ..and bis. life are .the eaccUeot 
Liwtfn^tesi he - set to others of economy and of decent j(«pcctable life 

from ilashy, extravagant and uanatural life. The 
circle of his Indian admirers was very large and the circle of his 
. faiffogflgn .friends^ was very very limited. That was a great pity 
/.booaiise; itibrought out prominently the difference in the view'PUt&ts 
/of ibg indiansjand the British. His sense of jusUce and fattp)ay,«ras 
rpg^^ptfonallyhigh, On many oocusions 1 held dlffcrcni .views from 
his but I .held him in the highest esteem and my admiration for him 
' tuts no less intense than of any one else. jHis devotion to duty was 
iftmarkable. If.England could send fairly good proportion of the 
men of Afaynard's type to India the racial feeling would very...largely 
subtidc, Lam. ufraid the economic aspect iof fndo-Iiriiish relationship 
is such thnt to us |n India it appears that the tendency in England 
itself is towards the increasing desire for exploitation. J do Imp* 
aud.LTUst that, this feeling or this view.here isndt yreli-fumided. 


402 


I am very glaJ you met Sir Shadi Lai. J think in one of my 
letters I was surprised at your not calling on him and seeing him* 

As to what 1 am going to do, there is no lack of conjectures in 
the Indian press and in the minds of my friends and foes* The beauty 
of It is that none of them can be right because they are making con¬ 
jectures about a thing which does not exit,' 1 have no programme^ tny 
mind is absolutely blank. li is probably due to tow vitality» feeling 
of tiredness, weariness and cKhnustton, I simply feel that 1 cannot 
be bothered as to the programme. I drift after a very strenuous life* 
t am devoid of any holiday and 1 feel that I have a right to it* 1 atn 
getting along drifting soon; when that stage is reached there will be 
no difficulty in framing a programme* My friends and foes arc busy 
making programmes for me a nd noue of the programmes so far suggested 
i n the public press attracts me* I was asked to join the Punjab Govern¬ 
ment as Revenue Member, but on inquiry the offer was found to 
involve certain happenings which rendered my acceptance djfficuU» if 
not impossible and J had to express my regret that 1 could not accept 
the offer* At times 1 feel that 1 have done enough and I should 
retire from public life* 1 am therefore content to leave matters to 
luck and to enjoy drifting. As to trip to Europe, i find that travelling 
involves an amount of strain "^hal my poor health cannot easily bear 
and the vitality is so low that it Is unwise to place any great strain 
on iL Under the circumstances 1 have made up my mind not to go 
to Europe^ 

You have now reached the stage where you work and make 
progress and yet the feeling comes that the work Is immense, 
field unlimited and you do not know where you arc. This is very 
natural. Success in this examination is a mailer of Luck. The best 
thing that one can do is to carry out one's duty, keep in good health, 
do all that those competent to advise recommend should he done 
and leave the rc^t to God. For the present you are working for the 
August competitive exam. Wheu the result statement rs out you can 
judge how you stand and then decide upon your future programme, 

Your mother is here and,, as usual with mothers, is very anxious 
about you, write to her as often as you can, and give her as 
little cause as possible to be upset, Afial has been here for the 
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tail ihrcc dayi; he came to attend some meetings* Akbtari nod Akbar 
arc here; both are very well. 

Yours affectioaately, 
Fazi-i-Husaln 


351, 6* King Edward Road, 

New Delhi, 

11th March, J935. 

My dear Aztm, 

Yours of the 29th Feb, which perhaps is a mistalce for either the 
2Sth of Fel>^ or the Ut of March. 

1 am glad you attended the meeting at the fni^tituLe of Foreign 
Affairs. That is a very good Imiiiulton and gives vatoablc 
mformation. 

As regards the talk with Sir Shadi La(, he is quite right in what 
he says. Since he left the Punjab, the people find that a Saviour has 
come who is finding that the judicial administration to the Province 
was in a hopeless mess; that there is nothing that is right and ‘ 
everything has to be put right. Corruption, inefficiency, Itfck of integ¬ 
rity, slow Work, all have to be put right. The Chief lustice is aii-scetng; 
he tours about:, catches corrupt people. He supervises Judicial 
Officers. They make out that he is all just* and all this with the 
object of condensing his predecessor, whose administration is 
invested with all that is undesirable and bad; and mttid you, this is 
not a communal move, as it is neither started by Muslims, nor made 
much of. Government servants, members of the Bur Associations, 
leading Lawyers, all of them have, in their respective interests, vied 
with one another in worshipping the rising sun. There would be no 
harm in doing that if they did not think it n^essary as part of the 
worship to condemn the sun that has set. It is very sad to see the 
very people who used to be, or at all events believed to be, great 
admirers of Sir Shad! Lai, now by implication, making out that the 
embodiment of efficiency has come now. This is the w^y of the 
world. 1 have not met the new Chief Justice yet, but he is most 
highly spoken of all round, and everywhere he receives demonstra- 

m 

lions and parties and other futiciions. 
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As to Sir Sbadi Lai sajfini tliai we,thpuld come to an waderstand- 
ing* he IS quite right, but uoforiunatcJy the Hindus ia the Punjab 
’-hflVtMio.leader and place no confidence in any one. SJrShadiLal 
waflitlie only.joaait in whose ability and capacity they had faith and 
confidence. Therefore, coming to a setilcmcnt is more difficult than 
ever. Still, every' effort iRhould be made to arrive at a settlement. 
I wonder whether Sir Shadi Lai feels amused that some time back a 
movement was'atai ted in ,the Punjab to ihe effect that Sir Shadi Lai 


wanted to take part in the public life of the Province nnd to take a 
Khand Att poiiMiii.under the.refttrms, but that I being a very clever man 
made rits Majesty's Governnoem appoint him,a Pi^ivy Councillor 
ilius he ^aa jjtaf^n away-fronijirthe Punjab so not stand 

me in Minister, and the Hindu press 

has been doing a great deal of propaganda on the lines, attributing 
to mp g^cat infipeqee pud spiritual powers which enable me to spirit 
, jiwpy all clever men lyho .arc likely to be my rivals. 

We are ail .very,well . t 

‘ ‘ Yours affectionately. 


Fazl-Mluiain 


.352. 


f 6, King Edward, Road, 
^ New Delhi* 
tgtb March* 1935* 


KiMy>deiir.Aaini, 

-,’You must, be approacMiig the end of and gettiog 

.■eady forjroor wacaiion., 1 supppse.you will be paj^siug your,vacation 
healthy, retired place so that you .may be able to cqnccniiaic 
^ycwr.wind.on^your..work in,.healthy surroundings and have plenty of 
.j(»tCtci« h> iteep fit. As you live in .London and .have to live there 
two or UlTce months running now and after the vacaLiou^ it 
.would bea9 vvell tp have a complete change during the vacation* 

l ihavc sont.ypu £ *25 as originally arranged, and will fi^od you 
£*50i to jeaeh, you early ,in ,August. This, I suppose* will see you 
tibroiigh till.you know how .you stapd in the examination* and then 


.we will make a.programme, for. the future. 


Yours affectionately, 
F a zl -17 Husain 




J enclose the Se'cond Ex^h^n^c; 

I have just received your letter of the Sih Marcli, Yes, Lotd 

* j. 1 ^ ' I i-. ^ 

Lothian is a good spealcer and good writer, and 1 am sure his address 

h ^ 

must have been good and interesting. As a politician, I atu afraid, 
he is Dot so good as his knowledge and his experience would justify 
one to expect. He is strong on the theoretical side but I am afraid 
he is weak on the practical side and, in particular, in appreciation 
of the psychological side of political problems^ 

Yes, it is curious that even-such clever and shrewd men like 
Sir Shadi Lai and others should refuse to believe that 1 am in need 
of rest and cannot work any more. These people attribute to me 
superhumflit qualities. " 

Six Oumeas for having a tooth'filled up docs seem exorbitant. 

I reach Lahore on the 1st of April, Therefore you should. In 
future, write to me at 39 Empress' Road, Lahore. 

Sir Joseph Bhorc will be reaching London towards the end of 
April, and 1 will tell him that you will call on him. 1 will, in parti¬ 
cular, ask Lady Dhorc to see you and talk to'yoii, 

Voilfs a^in'p 
F;^-i'^4$at il'' 


353. 39, Empress Road, 

Lahore. 

8 April 1935. 

My dear Azim, 

On the Ist of April (ia the afternooa) I handed over charge of 
my office from Lahore. There was a monster reception at the railway 
station and presentation of an address by the Municipaitty. 1 was 
and am very weak, tired and weary, and feel thorongMy exhiiiBted; * 
Under the circumstances 1 missed the air tnail, 

Nowthat'B we^ has'phased and I MVff’irt**aH6'WiilJ'iEfy*^il^lt' 
to be disturbed cither by aitendliik ruhetioni-d^ rfliervTJri‘VWltdrii'5aifii 
discussing affairs with^ thel^, I fihd* a little‘bdlter^ l atn afrfidViiljr 
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very slightly bolter;' but then I must not expect too much and from 
just a week. 1 probably need weeks and monthl of resL My old 
chronic complaint of bronchiectasis is just the fiame, but^ since last 
February my kidneys have shown some sluggishnesSj, and I am being 
treated for it. This is responsible for extra weakness^ 1 believe 
two or three months complete rest and treatment wilt improve 
matters considerably, and may be that another three months of rest 
and treatment may put me in a position to do something. 

' We arc aU in the new bouse. Nasim and the family are quite 
wclh Asghari and Naima arc getting on, Kusnara has finished her 
Matriculation exam, while Asif will stt for her luiermediate next 
Monday, 

Yours aHectionalely, 

* PazM'Hustin 


354. 39, Empress Road, 

Lahore. 

ta April IMS 

My dear Azim. 

<=.j i« ■ 

I missed the air mail, and have been since my arrival here feeling 
so weak and tired that have not instituted enquiries as to the days on 
which the second air mail leaves. I have bad no temperature but 
there is a feeling of weariness and exhaustion which makes me be 
inert. Since yesterday I am feeling n bit less tired. I suppo!>e in a 
few weeks time, my nerves and muscles will have rested and then 
normal condition will be restored.... 

^ , Yours affectionately, 

FazU^Husain 

TtV _ - 

355. Abbottabad, 

14JuneiM5. 

My‘dear Shahabuddin, 

I fully understand what life means to you after your wlfe'^s death, 
People, tnduding relations and connections are so selfish, so petty, 
so jealous, so ungrateful that it is heart-breaking and even diiguiting. 
One has to be patient and not mind all the treacheries: • Life now 
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consists in tbe performance of duty to wind up. You have cause for 
very great satisfactioa—risen by sheer merit, self-made man, an 
honourable illustration of what one can do for one*s self* Your wife 
wasyour most helpful colleague. You might have made a mess of your 
life. You should keep her memory always in your mind as of a 
protecting angel. 

Youn sinccrelyp 
Faxl-i-Husatn * 

356. ^UT li^l ( f ^ 

J 

^^ ^ 0^ tJt* 

Cib fj^S X- ^^*-4 £, (jiiii**** 

jjl ^ ^ ^ ^ 

j* jji Ji_V S ^ ^ 

tS ‘J' /{ ^ u 

j yj-* (5^ ub* iyT 

Ufr* lt' wT jTl - f jjCi- ^ uM jy) ^ J--J jj># 

JWl J vrr**? d6* - J-*' 

- OJ^ ^ ^ *s^ 


Abbottabad. 

29 June 1935 

My .dear Shahabuddin, 

Yours of the 25tb. 

You say every word of'what I have said is right. It is so because 
Providence has vouchsafed to me a sense of sympathy* and it is 


ITyT 

357. 
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strsngthertcrf'by ihe Varied experience* which have faMen 
I am very ^ratCfUl to God fer all success and sorrowi. 

You and I have done very well. You hate held your dJtupipotot^ 
mehW.deftfed- many things which' wouldf'hJl^fe'iii^WidifefulteT^and'' 
perhaps happier, but look at the lakhs and lokha of ptfopie who have 
had greater disappointments, greater sorrows* WBy'i^ thert-‘afc' 
thousands itpon thousands who are jealous of your success. 

In the latter part of our lives we pay the penalty of living to a 
good mature age. Those who are dear and near to us pass away» 
while we have the sactsfaction of continuing to live, we sutfer the 
pain and angnish involved in (hose dear to us departing till a stage 
15 reAched when wc do not long to live and death does not appear to 
be such a very dreadful thing. 

This is philosophy, no commonsense, but let us turn to more 


cheerful topics....*** 


Youis* sincerely^ 
Faxl'i'Hutain 

3SS* 

Abbottabtd. 

14 Jtrfjr 1935. 


My^d^ Shahabuddin; 

YoUn of the 7th. - 

h 



1 Well can underhand your present fratse-of mind ■and eyisp^htta^ 
with^ou. Mental satisfaction is the main thing, and without it, llfc- 
cannot but be a burden. It is however up to us, not to set the 
staodaM of mental satisfaction too high, not to expect too much from 
life, from society, from existence* You have done a great dMi 
achieved a gT^itdeal, luck hts favored'you. Just bring to yotfr'mlrttl ■ 
your class fellows in your school or your college* Many showed 
great promise, greater than you did, and where are they ? Wheri* 
have they been 7 How many have done better than you 7 So to 
mental satisfaction you will find that very fcw'‘if 
better than you. Each one of us has his long and heait4>rcakiiig 
tale of woe and surely there' is a greardeal In aj'a *>»*1 ’-C^, L*t 
us be light-hearted* our sorrows are iiobenrsble,'but our fematallttr , 
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life his to be ted; let us live it to please lad help others snd Hud 

lolace in that. 

; 

Yours BiQCcrcly^ 
FazT-i-Husain 

27 Lawrence Road, 

Lahore, 

20th July, 1935. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

Thank you for your kind letter of yesterday, I herewith enclose 
a copy of the circular letter. I regret the delay, 1 wrote a note on 
the 1.6th to Golcal Chand, Narang asking for a copy of it, who sent 
it up to Simla to Marsden who sent it down on the ISth and [ got it 
on (he 19th. The situation in Lahore has deteriorated since ye:iterday. 
The Muslim leaders have been fully consulted by me and they are all 
willing to accept the fallowing position : 

1. The ownership and possession of the mosque site shall vest 
in the Sikhs in accordance with the decision of the Gur- 
dawarn Tribunal. The Musalmans filed no appeal in the High 
Court. The tnosque site shall be walled around and fcDced and 
left vacant and not built over nor used for all future times. 

2. The Sikhs are willing to agree to this position but they say 
that they object to the words “not used'*. They are willing to 
leave it vacant and promise not to build over it but they do 
not wish to lo&e the rigUi of use altoiethcr, e. g,t they want 
to have a right to go on to the site and mow the lawn and 
plant flower bushesJ We are meeting again this afternoon' 
to discuss the situation. As far No. < 1) above is concerned/ 
Maulaoa Zafar Ali, Sayed Habib and Feroz*ud*Diii Ahmad, 
three out of the four extemees, have been fully consulted 
and they all agree, MuuJvi Ahmad Ali and Mauivi 
Ghulam Murshad have also agreed to ifiis. Of course Nawab 
Muzoffar also agrees. We have been in firii consultation 
with each othM. Nawab Shah Nawaz Khan has taken part 

' iu uU this. He is also agreeable. Let us sec what happens 

1. We agreed but Sikhs gone back. Firoz. 
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this aftcrtioon*. H. E. is also fully in toach wth what it 
going on. 

The Hindus have been very mischievous and in my opinion some 
of them have done their utmost to spoil a settlement. They themselves 
say that they have helped. The Hindu press tone has been very 
provocative celling Muslims that they were useless fellows—this 
being already the cause of the outburst that has gone on yesterday 
and today. This morning police bad to Arc twice several rounds in 
aU, Four are reported kilted and three injured. 

As regards Ahrars they have carefully kept out of it. Their game 
has been to avoid a quarrel with the Sikhs and they also were afraid 
of going to jail and thereby missing the next election. Their plan 
being, with the help of Akali Siths, to form the next Cabinet, This 
is an open secret. They have procrastinated in this matter and 
always evaded the issue and kept out of it in spile of the pressure of 
Muslims in Lahore bazars. Night before last about 250 people 
collected outside their office and abused them. There have been 
posters all over the city against the Ahrars. Ata UlUh Shih Bokhari 
hag left for Dathousic or Mussorie, The Ahrars have called a con¬ 
ference for the 27ih, Their game ji that if there is any settlement by 
then they will be able to say that they khew there would be peace. 
Therefore they did not come in. I am informed that all the Ahrar 
Committees in the mufasstl have revolted against Afzal Haq and their 
troop and there is strong feeling against them all over the province. 
Zafar Ali and Habib are making good use of this opportunity to run 
the Ahrars down. Nawab Muzaffar Khan has always very wisely 
counselted that if an agreement is made with the Sikhs, the Ahrars 
must be partners, go that they could not start a mischief after peace 
has been made. Afzal Haq and Mazhar Ali Azhar attended the 
meeting of M. L. C's on the 17th in the Council Chamber but they 
were absent from the meeting at the Government House this morning. 
They attended the 3 P.M, meeting at Piplas, Lahore is passing 

I. ’Last evening we broke up withlut any result. We meet tonight 

again but nothing will come out if it. Firoz. 
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tbrougb a very critical time. 

With kindest regards- 

YotiTs sincerely* 
Firoi 

(Firoz Khan Noon) 

Kh.'in Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl*i-Huia[n Sahib, K. C S, 1., 

Abbotabad. (Bungalow No, 19). 

P,S, Above was dictated yesterday 2.30, The 3 o/c meeung with 
Sikhs at Fipols proved a failure. They arc very cunning* trouble&omc 
and in with the Hindus. The whole lot of them. Jogt is staying with 
Gokal. Raja N. N. [Nirendra Nath] presides a( all private Sikhs 
meetings, 

Sbahabuddin, Muzaffar and myself all three went and saw H. £, 
together thereafter. 

Huge crowds are squatting outside Delhi Gate* 4 or 5 thousand 
since yesterday* Luckily they are peaceful. No shooting took place 
last night. 

Mobs are infuriated. All ready to die. 

They don’t listen to any one. Many people have gone and 
talked to them. 

360. Lahore 

20 July 1935, 

Dear Mian Sahib. 

I was here on the I7tb, then went to Robtak and reiurned on the 
t9th in order to be able to have a talk with some Sikhs whom 1 knew. 
Unfortunately these Sikhs had left Lahore and Sardar .logendra Singh 
is staying with Dr. Gokal Chaud. Thus it is impossible to get a 
quiet hour even wlih Sardar Jogendra Singh, 

The situation is getting worse. The new and ill-conceived move 
to attempt a march on Shahtdganj is bound to antagonise Sikhs who, 
as a **deJtghifur* people* were already reluctant to take a sufficiently 
‘ long view. 

The incidents of yesterday are given in brief in the local papers. 
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Though T came a day'earlier I was unable lo do anything practical 
as the agents through whom 1 expected to do my Iktle bit were not 
AYaHable. However* I saw the Governor at 7.30 p*iti- yesterday. The 
•ituaiioa being extremely grave he was naturally very anxious—almost 
nervous. There had been no firing up lo then and there seems to 
have been no firing since. He was very much perturbed at the 
prospect of firing becoming unavoidable. The ofiicers on the spot 
seem to have acted with exceptional restraint and moderation. After 
the first 36 arrests had been made the crowd seems to have made up 
its mind to imprison those who bad gone to bring arrested persons 

10 a prison van. Many people stretched ihcmsclvcs on the ground 
in front of the lorry, then ripped open its tyros and broke its engine. 

11 j& 10 a.m. now, Ahmad Yar has gone out to briug more informal 
tion. I wilt add it when he returns- 

One alarming news is that the “agitators" arc trying lo enlist 
the active sympathy and help of Pir Jama ‘at Ali Shah and Pif Faze 
Shkh for civil disobedience. In fact according to them these Pits 
have already sworn on the holy Quran to render this help. 

The situation wrung a confession rrom the Governor Ibai you 
were'the onty person who could master the situation, but he deplored 
your sick health at the present momeDt. I told him that you had 
written a very strong letter on the subject lo Ahmad Yai* suggesting 
the great need of giving a correct lead to the masses and not allowing 
them to be misled, 

I may also add (hal; after Juinu prayers at the Badshahi mosque 
the congregation, lhat is, the wilder section of it had taken an oath 

to proceed to Shabidganj en bhc. The tragedy of the situation is that 

■ ■ ' ' 

Muslims are without a leader al present, and wild young men arc 
leading the mob,, , . 

The crowd got reduced during the night to 800. It has swelled 
again lo 1200, Only mild iaiftf charges and water hoses ware used 
to effect dispersal. The croivd is still sitting in the middle of the road 
and blocking the way. ... 

At this stage I left to attend the Conference the venue of which 
had been changed to the GovernmeDi House ns, contrary to my 
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prcvioui inforiiutioiT, there had been firsDg in the city^ In the first 
inatance^ five rounds were fired and the crowd gave way* After 
iomc time the crowd came up again. On the second occasion iwo 
moK rounds were fired* There ate unconfirmed reports Ihui eleven 
persons were killed as a result of this firing. Probably this is an. 
exaggeration. Firing was resorted to after every other means of 
dispersing the crowd had failed and a senior oflicer of Police, some 
^nstablcs and some cavalry men had been iryured by brtck*bab. 
Numerous tothi charges and even a march by the cavalry had fuilcd 
before fire was opened. Alt this information was given to us at the 
conference by the Governor hlmi^elf. 

I may also add that the persons arrested were rescued by the 
crowd out of the prison van* 

' I reiutned from the Government House at 1 p.ro* to resume this 
'abeouni. 

At the conference the Governor gave us an account of what 
happened, and made an earnest appeal to Muslims and Sikhs to come 
to an uuderstauding. Saditj made a very sound and sincere speech 
which was appreciated by everybody. 

The officials then loft and the con fere nee was continued under 
the presidentship of Ch. Shahabud Din. The MusJims retired to 
one' eorner of the hall and Sikhs and Hindus to the other* The 
following formula was suggested—probably by Dr. Gokal Chand as 
a solution: 

The question of ownership and possession of ibe Shahidganj 
having been finally decided by the court as being with Sikhs the 
members present at this conference should recommend to their 
lespectivc communities that as a solution of the present difficulty the 
site actually under the mosque should be surrounded by a wall or a 
fence and should not be built upon for all time. 

1 am quoting from memory, but am not far from actual wording. 

Muslims put forward an amendment that the words “or uF^ed 
for any purpose’' should also be added, This was not acceptable to 
Sikhs, Another amendment which was under discussion when we 
broke up for lunch was that the final words should be "should be 
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enclosed on all sides by a wall nine feet high”, The suggestion is 
obviously meant to secure the substaoee without fighting for words- 
Thc Raja Sahib is of opinion that anything excluding use nullifies 
the rights of Sikhs under the decree. 

The position ia that Sikhs are mere puppets in the bands of the 
Hindus, and Hindus arc most unwilling to see a composition of the 
difference., which may keep Sikhs aloof from Muslims, They want 
the Sikhs to fight for them against the Muslims. The last amendment 
will, I am given to uuderstandt be acceptable to the general body of 
Muslims, It is not likely to be acceptable to Sikhs—because it is 
not acceptable to the urban Hindus—unless the Governor tells Dr. 
Gokal Chand and Raja Narcndra Nath that he will hold them res¬ 
ponsible if the Sikhi fail to accept this arrangcmcnl. Of course, ibis 
hint may be conveyed very gently whether ever this hint will be 
effective I am not sure. But in the absence of this hint any compro¬ 
mise does not seem possible. 

Personally J regard the altempt of Muslims to nullify a civil 
court'e decree by direct action as most unreasonable. But a difficult 
ai)d even grave position having arisen I would not, If 1 were a 5jkh» 
insist upon luy pound of flesh and see ihe province plunged into 
bloodshed. 

Yours sincerely, 
Cbhotu Ram 

P. S, The letter is being posted at 2 p.m. 


361. 21st July, 1935 

Dear Mian Sahib, 

We are to meet again this evening at 6 p.m, with Chaudhri Sahib 
in the Chair, The Sikhs had to leave for Amritsar to attend an All- 
Parties conference to be held early this morning. The formula fell 
through as ihe condiiion of non-user proved unacceptable to Sikhs. 
All ihc obstruction comes from Hindu and Sikh aon-zattiindars; the 
zamindars are mere pawms in the game. 

Since the second firing the crowd has been absolutely quiet aod 
non-violent. But there arc three different crowds now at three 
different places, all held up by the Police and all non-vioknt. 
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This iruce is to last up to 6 p.m, this evening- After Ibis the 
TDob may try to break through the cordon. They are sitting quiet 
now in the hope that there may be a settlement, 

Mr. Partnb has done very well. He may have given offence to 
certain Europeans who wanted firing to be resorted to earlier and 
much more frequently. According to reports he is very popular 
with the mob who know that he stood between firing and the mob 
several times. Hindus and Sikhs arc helping Muslims (of the mob) 
with food and water along with other Muslim workers. Fortunately, 
as a result of the above there has been no communal bitterness so 

far. 

I have submitted two more formulas to the Governor with a 
request that H.MA. may be asked to go to Amritsar to secure the 
consent of Sikhs to one of them, The gist of these formulas is that 
the Sikhs should make a declaration that in response to the appeals 
of many respectable Muslims thev consider ft their moral duty to 
forget the original hostile atUtu le of a section of Lahore Muslims 
and agree to wall un the actual site of the m'>sque for all time or in 
(he aliernaiivc for five vcar< nrter which It will be open to revision 
in the light of the mutual relations of the communities during the 

interval. 

Urban Hindus look upon the present trouble as a Godsen<|. 
They naturally oxncct that the breach between Sikhs and Muslims^ if 
continued, will prevent any future alliance, that the present trouble 
will also cause an estrangement between GovernTnent and Muslims 
and that urban Hindus will gain to so many ways if ao solution is 

found, T have conveyed my feelings in the matter to H.E- In the 
event of no solution being found mv advice is that Muslims should 
immediately issue an appeal for funds for a suit for the recovery of 
the mosque nnd a lomb in its neighbourhood. The claim in respect 
of the latter is consHered to be father strong. In any case, such a 
course will divert the atteotion of the mob from civil disobedience 
and will help in maintaining, at least partially, iho influence and 
prestige of Muslim leaders, 

T feel sure that if Muslim leaders had not adopted an attitude of 
indifference an.l timidity they would have succeeded in maintaining 


ihcir hold on people. Even now they can regain iL There are 
tome signs Ihat Uwy will make an auempi. At loasii I am eacouraf: 
ing them to do so. 

Ypurs si a« rely, 
Chiiotu Ram 


362. 

Minister of Education. 17* Lawrence Road, Lahore. 

Punjab Government. 23rd July, 1935. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

You will want to know what has been happening since 1 wrote 
you lust. You must have read about the firing in the newspapers. 
The correct official information of this morning is that only 23 shots 
were fired on ten or eleven occasions, which work out at an average 
of two shots per occasion. Nine deaths arc officially reported and a 
certain number wounded also, but we do not know the exact numbers 
yet. We have been holding meeting at Mamdot’s and this house to 
consider ways out of the difficulty. We decided to secure a/orwo 
from maul vis of Lahore in favour of stopping the senseless sacrifice 
of lives. The Ulemas were to have met at Mamdot's house lO'day 
at 3 o’clock. I have just come from there, ft is 4.30 now. No one 
turned up, Out of the 13 invited only 3 invitees appeared. These 
Ulemas had a secret meeting in Wazir Khan’s mosque. The opinion 
tliere was against being shot and against going to prison, but none of 
these maulvis had the courage to go and say this to the crowd be* 
cause they ivere afraid of being hooted. ! eonsuUed one or two 
maulvis at my house. They were not in favour of civil disobedience, 
tu fact the maulvis have failed to give a lead. They can naturally 
say that the politfcians want to use them as a shield in this matter, 
so that they may bear the brunt of attack by tbe irresponsible persons 
who arc currying on this agitation. This morning about 25 persons 
have up to now been arrested in pursuance of the civil disobedience 

F 

campaign. Five at a time have been going. The fint 11 belong to 
places outside Lahore. The Lahories have been rather clever in this 

i. 

matter. There is a rumour of late that in future they will be caned 
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instead of being sent tojalL If this rumour spreads widelyr it may 
damp the enihusiasm of foreigners, A very large number of homes 
have been afTected seriously by the firing. It is really very pitiable. 
There seems to be no leader and they are not willing to take any 
advice 0 ]ccept the one which pushes them on with law-breakingt but 1 
think time is the healer of all things and in a few days the mentality 
of the crowd may change. 

At tO'days' meeting it was suggested by Mi^n Abdul Aziz that 
you should be invited to come. Of course every body welcomed the 
idea. A few minutes later Afzal Ali Hasni suggested, no doubt at 
the instigation of some body, that Sikandar Hayat shonld also be 
invited along with Mian Sahib, the idea being to place him on equal 
footings perhaps with yourself and it was suggested (hat MuiafTar, 
myself and Sir Shahab-ud-Din should issue a telegram inviting you 
both to come to Lahore. At ibis I suggested that Sikandar being a 
frovernment servant, oerhaps it would not be advisable to trouble 
him. Muzaffar said that he was not a Government servant. Then I 
Said that I nm not prepared to sign a telegram like this unless I 
consult yon previously and vou give your conscnti because 1 felt that 
if your health did not permit you to come, a certain section of mis¬ 
chievous people in Lahore who had been carrying on press pro¬ 
paganda against you win use this as your indifference to Muslim 
needs in Lahore. As a matter of fact the same trick was played on 
me during the last two day*. Some raischtevous fellow asked the 
editor of the *Ahsarj* to ring me up on the telephone and invite me 
to see the tiring. Just at that moment 14 of us were going in a 
deputation to see H.H. and T said to this gentleman that it was not 
possible for me to come. This man went and made a speech in a 
mosque that Sir Ftroz Khan Noon did not sympathise with the poor 
sufferers because he refused to come. Some people tried to play the 
same trick with Muzaffar. Luckily in the mosque a friend of mine 
was present and he got up and made a spirited speech and put ihis 
fellow to shame and he had to withdraw his words. 

As far as T can see the situation the Sikhs have refused to move 
an inch and they have point-blank refused to give the place to the 
Musalmans or even lo promise not to use it in the future. Govern- 
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mcnt r^tiy fed that the decree of the eourt tJbould he eaforcdd and 
the Sikhs allowed to enjoy Uidr owne^ip possession of this 
land. Coiuequeiitly I feel that there is no hope for the Mosnlmaiis 
at all in securing their dihject even though they sacrifice a hundred 
^thousand Hves. It will be an excellent thing if you coujd comi^ but 
cannot come, what do you ihbk of a cejtam number of 
Muslims of Lahore issuing a statement catling upon MuBilnotlUPa^o 
stop this sending of jathat for imprisonment. Some people fed that 
it is very unpleasant to accept defeat but I sec absolutely no way ooi 
of it. It was a senseless agitation started by Habib and Zufar Ali 
Khan without consulting anybody. Do you approve of the idea of 
our i^utng a statement to this effect. We may be abused by some 
people in the bazars who are rightly mad with anger over the 
desecration of the mosque, but 1 feel that it is our duty after loday^s 
meeting's failure lo issue the statement. 

Wiib kindest regards to you all. 

Believe me, 

Youri siopfljejy, 
Firoi 

JLhan Bahadur Mian Sir Pad-i-Husajap K.,CS..I., 

Bui^low No> 19,. Abbotabad. 


3fi3, J7 Lawrence Road, Lahore, 

26ih July, 1935. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

Thank you for your kind leLters—two of thorn received today aod 
one received yesterday^ I have been exceedingly busy and hence I 
have aot been able to write to you aa frequently as T wanted ito. I 
have been conataotly in touch with .His Excellency and in ^1 
consultation with him. I have also been in touch with ^ Miiuidipf 1. 
ComtnJssioners and the other local dignitaries every da)' and have 
been attending two or three meetings every day. You must have 
seen the statement that 12 of us issued y^tejrdny, ;riipy were ^odways 
homing meetings and procrastinattpg thje issue of a statement. 
Y^mrday I l^d everybody that I was going to give my mind .to Jbe 
public whethoi.anybody Joined or not. So graudt^l^ Allihe f 1 chiQp in 
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and I was glad that it joint statement. Situation m'tht is 
very much easier now and I see signs of things coming to a close. In 
the bdginniilg the crowds were so furious that they were not willing 
to listen to anybody. They were like wild horse who had taken the 
bit in his mouth and gone out of control. They were leaderless and 
did what they liked. It was' the constant pressure through the city 
gentleiTien e.g,, Municipal Commissioners who had attended our 
meetings that wc have been able to bring them round to this state of 
affairs. 1 am very much hoping that at the Juma prayers today they 
will call off civil disobedience once for all. 

With kindest regards to you all. 

fielievc me, 

Yours sincerely, 
Firoz 


364. "Dilnawai/’ Dalhousic, 

28ihJii1y, 1935* 

My dear Fazl-i-^Husain, 

I duly received your letter of 18tb at Lahore, and letters of 23rd 
and 24ih at Dalbousic* where I reached on the monting of 25th, The 
events at Lahore were changing so rapidly that I could not write to 
you anything" definitely, and now that all is over, nothing need be 
written. Lextremcly regret the blood-shed of innocent Muslims; but 
what can’t be cured must be endured. 

I am sorry to' learn that you yet gel temperamre now-and-then, 
please take care of your health. Your life is the most valuable asset 
for Muslims of India. 

I left*Lahore on 24ih as, in my opinion, the drama had'been 
finished.'^ The statement, which has appeared over the signatures of 
Firoze'*and others, was prepared at my house on the morning^of 24th. 
1 did not agree with it and others also were unwilling to sup^rt it 
that day.'; but apparently they changed their minds the next day. 
However'all’s well that ends well* I don’t think the site of the 
mosque" was worth the price Muslims have paid for it in sacrificing 
their lives; but the fZ/nmn, V&kah arid Johfa misled the masses with 
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365. 

Private 


*Castlcgrove% 
Simla W, 

29lh July. 1935. 


My dear Mian Sahth, 

Thank you ever so much for your letters of the 24th and 26th. I 
am sure Dwarka Das will be grateful both for what you have done and 
what you have promisedj I certainly aii]< U was good of you to 
have taken all this trouble, even when yon are resting. 

I have made it clear to ail cooccrncd that I shall take leave ne^t 
year, as soon as ihc Assembly Session ends. I should have 
gone, even in October, but there is to be an Assembly special 
session in November and both H.E. and the new Members wish me to 
stay on for that. You know from your past experience how difficult 
it is to refuse requests of this kind. 1 don’t flatter myself that I am 
indispensable, but, if 1 insist on leave now, I would probably offend 
the powers that be. As regards the Viceroy Council’s job, so far as 
1 know the idea is that Burl should act temporarily until my future 
has been settled as regards the Secrclar>'shtp. The new H.M, has 
other ideas as to who should be Secretary, if I relinquish the post 

Yes, there have been strange and violent doings at Lahore, It 
bodes ill for the future if one community thinks that the best way 
to assert its legal rights is lo wound deeply the religious siisccptibilt* 
tics of another. All this helps the outsider to rtrengthen his own 
position. I am afraid it will be long before we are fit for self 
government 1 

My wife wishes to be remembered to Lady Sabiba and the girls. 
When do you return to Lahore ? 


Yours sincerely, 
G. S. Bajpai 


[Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai] 
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366, ' n* Lawrence Road, 

Lahore, 

3rat July, 1935. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

The situation is well under control and the movement is dying 
down. There is stiil bitterness antong Muslim masses and this will 
take time to die down. But danger is over [ think* 

I have not shown any of your lettera to H,E, but I have on more 
than one occasion told him that you were strongly against this 
, agitation and that you had udvi^cd all your friends in Lahore to stop 
it as soon as possible. He wan very grateful to you. I told him that 
you bad written to me and to Amirud Din and bis uncle to this efrect. 
Also to Ahmad Yar and Shahabud Dio. 

With kindest regards to you all, 

Yours sincerly, 
Firoz 
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368, "Dilnawaz,” 

Dathousie* 

4tfa August, 1935, 

My dear FaiEH-Hasaio, 

Yours of 1st, Your letters, nay a single word of them, could not 
be wasted upon me. It so happened that your view about the Shahid 
GanJ affair were exactly the same as mine; and when His Excellency 
consulted me i suggested to him the course, which, in my optnjoa, 
should have been followed; but be preferred to follow his own way, 
or the advice of others. I did my best, oticc personally and again as 
the Spokesman of a Deputation of 14 Muslims, No mention has 
been made of this Deputation in Newspapers, Your letter of 18th 
ult, was my best guide and I stuck to it throughout, nay 1 placed 
your views before the Governor without, of course, showing him the 
letter. But ho was adamant. The report (copy enclosed) of a 
correspondant of the iWAioic* on page 2, Column 4 of the issue for 
August 2, about the ^'Dispute over a well near Mosque,’' is worth 
perusal It clearly demonstrates that the Magistrate was more tactful 
than the Government of the Punjab, 

On 271 h July I dictated a long letter, covering 4 typed pages, in 
reply to your letter of the Ifiih identt but before it was posted I 
received your letters of 23rd and 24th simultaneously with Newspapers 
which said that the drama at Lahore was over. Upon this I thought 
it useless to post my long letter and sent la its stead a brief one the 
next day. 

As to your question about my making a forecast regarding the 

■- . b % . 

Cabinet and Its Chiefs under the next Reformed Couhcil/l baVe not 
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the slightesi hesitation to answef the question according to my light# 
but t would prefer to place my views before you when we meet. All 
I,can say is that without your lead the Muslims shall be nowhere. 
No one in this world is indispensable or irreplaceable; but from 
what I have seen recently, I have come to the condusion that you are 
an exception to this rule. Sh% you must live and lead the unfortunate 
MusUms so long as you can. More on this subject when we meet. 

Mumtast is well. He came out by “VictorLa"'^au Italian boot— 
on a return tjclcei; and as Italy and Abyssltinia axe likely 1o enter 
into a war, it is uncertain whether he will be aWc to travel back by 
an Italian boat. Therefore, the date of his departure is not settled 
yet However, I am making enquiries. 

Oalhousic is as green and hcelthy as ever. Wheu do you iutend 
to return to Lahore ? 

With kindest regards, 

£uer siQccrqly youxs, 
Shahabuddtu 


CoafldcDtIal dt Personal. 

369, 17, JLawrewc Road# Lahore# 

Minister for Education, tHh August, 4935. 

Punjab Governrnent. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

Many thanks for your kind letlef. U is perfectly true 4hat 4he 
Sikhs arc rebuilding on the mosque site. They been busy 
moving the debris ever since the mosque was demolished and now they 
arc building the outer wall which ‘is along the road side. The 
Military authorities have built grass huts ichappafs) very high on the 
road side along the whole mosque wall which covers the wfeiale place 
from human sight from the outside. These ckdppars are oceupted ■by 
EurojJCjin soldiers and consequently it is impossible for any body 
'from outside to sec what is happening ibere* These cftMppars .hafve 
been put up quite recently, no doubt, to prevent provocadioa of 
Muslim passers by by movement of Sikhs fnstde the tnosque laod. You 
must have seen in papers yesterday that some European soldiers 
actually went on to the mosque site and lictped in carrying the debris 
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which was commented on io papers and much appreciated by Sikhs. 
I do not know how far this is true, but this has not been contradicted. 

1 know it definitely that the Sikhs have not taken the sanction 
of the Municipality for building over this mosque site. They are 
doing this against the law, Government arc fully aware of what is 
happening on the mosque site. There is a great deal of bitterness 
throughout the province over this affair. In the central Punjab 
.districts where the Sikhs carry swords and Mussalnicvns do not, the 
Sikhs have become very truculent. You must havt seen in yesterday’s 
papers that a MiisHm Telt who tried to prevent two Sikhs from 
quarreling with each other had his head chopped off by a Sikh with 
hisA/rpofi. Only yestcrdiiy a man who came by train told me that 
on a station called Momin or some similar name neat Chuharkana 
there were charpait of 14 Muslims injured, four of them were 
practically on death-bed having had their arms and heads hacked 
with CAmv/j and swords and the story fold was that some Four or 
five Sikhs put their goats into the Muslims fields* fhe Muslims 
quarrelled with them. At this 250 Sikhs armed withCAawiJ and 
swords attacked the Mussalmans in their houses in the evening and 
this was the result. This has not yet been cofirmed. Let os hope 
that this is wrong. The Sikhs throughout the province have adopted 
a very defying attitude. ! do not know what the poor Muslims can 
do. The situation seems to be hopeless* T have no hope of Govern¬ 
ment allowing Mussalmans to carry swords even for self-defence at 
this moment in the districts where the Muslims and Sikhs arc treated 
differently in the matter of a words- 

I have never hesitated in representing the Muslim cause properly 
or truly, but* as you know, the final decision does not rest with me, 

1 am leaving for Simla by tomorrow evening train, H. E. and 
other officials leave on Saturday evening and Muzaffar leaves here 
On Sunday evening. Wc had to arrange different dates in order not 
to create a rush the same evening. The weather here has been very 
pleasant and my health has improved since 1 have come down from 
Simla. Please destroy this letter after perusal. 

With kindest regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Firoz 
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370, n* Lawrence Road. 

Lahore. 

August, J935. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

Many thanks (of your kind leticr* I was cxiremcly sorry lo 
learn that you had not kepi up the excellent progress you had made 
last month. By the grace of God I hope as the monsoon weakens 
you will begin to pick up weight again. As far as I have been able 
to judge from your letters you expected Htile rcaiiU without the 
consent of Sikhs and help of Govt. The former having refused to give 
up the place given them by a court of law, there was Jiiliehope of 
getting it by show or actual uso of force. 

H.E.’s viewpoint is that he had to bring in troops to prevent a 
clash between Sikhs and Muslims and to prevent bloodshed. This was 
used by some in spreading the false rurootir that Govt bad the mosque 
pulled down under protection of troops. He is even now trying with 
Sikhs to see sense through DC Amritsar and is not without hope but 
f personally sec no hope of Sikhs giving up one inch of this land. 
The two rival parties in SGPC [ShrlGurdawafO Parbaadhak Committee] 
are afraid of each other. 

With kindest regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
Firoz 

P.S. 

1 do not know how long HE will be here. He has noi made up 
his mind yet. 1 may be here up to tbe 10th of August at least. 
All is quiet here now* though feeling among Muslim masses is 
still bitter. 

371. 17 Lawrence Road, Lahore 

9th August 1935. 

My dear Minn Sahib, 

The Muslim public are greatly feeling the need of,an organised 
party which could give a lead to Mussalmans in the Punjab. I think 
it is a most opportune time to have a party of this nature. 

The Punjab National Unionists existsJ?ut tt vs, a pajty consisting 
of members belonging to all cornmuniiies and it will not catch the 
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imaginatTon of the Mualim masses. Let the Punjab National Unionist 
party exist but we must have a fairly Muslim organisation for captur¬ 
ing the Muslim masses. I shall be grateful if you will kindly give a 
thought to the formation of such a party. 

It is proposed that the name of the new party should be Muslim 
Zamjnd&ra party. It shall have a constitution In which any Muslim 
may join whether Urban or rural. The following items of creed arc 
suggested : 

L To work for the religious, potiilcali cnonomical [j/e.] and 
social advancement of the Muslims; 

^ 2. To protect and help the poor; 

3. To promote country’s industry and trade; 

4. To stand by the Land Alienation Act and its principles; 

5. To help in setting up factories which will consume raw 
materials produced in this country; 

6. To develop the mineral wealth of the country; 

7. To guarantee religious liberty to all ; 

8. To protect honour, person and property of all; 

9. To lighten the burden of taxation and reduction in Govern¬ 
ment expeoditure wherever possible; 

ID. To promote co-operation, marketing of agrjcuhurnt produce; 

11. Distribution of good seeds and fruit trees ; 

12. Reduction In rates of lotercst, opening of mortgage banks on 
low rates of interest ; 

13. To advance loans for the improvement of agriculture, and 
industry ; 

14. To provide drinking water supplies in rural areas wherever 
needed; 

15. To provide cheap motive power particularly electrtcity for 
Industrial, agricultural and domestic purposes; 

16. To encourage production and consumption of Swadeshi 
goods; 

17. Spread of free compulsory five-year primary education for 
girls and boys ; 

18. Introduction of optional religious education in Govemmenf 
and local body schools; 
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19, To do everytbia^ possible Tor the ettminatbo of unemptoy- 
ment ; 

20, To support the ppeniag of technical iasUluttons ; 

21, To secure proper share of Public Services for Ihe Muwalniaiis; 

22, To work for a healthier Punjab ; 

23* To remove the deplorable slum conditions of the town and 
villages ; 

24, To promote peace and friendahip with sister community, and 
to work for the prosperity and happiness of the country in 
genera!. 

The work of the Unionist Party will be mainly inside the Council 
and this parly wiil work outside the Council in support of the Unionist 
Party. 

i 

These arc only rough ideas which are submitted to you for your 
ennsideration and suggestions for improvement, 

Yours sincerely, 
Firo? 

372, Lahore. 

13th August 1935 

Dear Mian Sabtb, 

The white washing of the bungalow ts going on, What about 
the selection of the paper for the drawing room and the colour of the 
distemper of the drawing room and also what about the hall? There 
are no niches built in the walls of the bath-rooms of the upper storey 
and consequently no almirahs can. be fitted there. 

The Ahraris appear to be in very hot waters now a days and they 
are trying to keep themselves safe for the coming elections [whichj 
might cost them a great deal. 

Many persons have been trying to fish in the troubled water of 
Shahid Ounj Mosque trouble. Malik Fero/ Khan and Nawab 
MuaafTar failed to show a united front and never could take one 
nnolher into tbcir confidence. The former was also trying to be 
honest and helpful to his community but in the case of the latter I 
found that he was trying to make his own future secum even at the 
cost of the community. He tried to impress upon the Oovfrnor that 
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he wa»lJdpalar with thft Sikhs and the Ahrart* and very accommodat¬ 
ing to the powers that be-all very good quatiflcailon for ibc future 
chief minister of the province in the eyes of Sir Herbert. He tried to 
iBvhe Sfr Sikander when it was suggested to invite you here arid in 
ipite of his professions I don^t thiiik he is honest towards you. You 
ndight'be in a position to know better. 

Lahore has had a good shower and the weather hits been quite 
pleasant during the last two days. 

1 ()o hope this will find you in much better health. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 
Amiruddm 

F. S. 

As for the expenses of the bungalow you may send a cheque for 

Rs. 300/- for the present. 


(Letter No. 373, from His Highness the Aga khan to Sir Vazhi- v 

Hhsain, is reproduced on the following pages* in full and in original. 
Corrections and changes are in the band of Sir FazM-Husain who 
seehs to have prepared a statement on the future Muslim policy in 
li^ia, based on His Higbaesa Sir Aga Khan's detailed account.) 
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irh6. Bon, sir Fn^ll Kuftein K.CS.X* 

C,t<) 


Hi>tiLt Rj^ 







373 


13th Au^at 1935. 


,no« 





My deA Str Pftsll* 

1 rtav* left your letbeSC.,&f 34*j!Ljuta i ii tt n eneirei^Gd til l., 

becftuae yy^u aake^me ehculd be the futni^e policy of th« 

Monlene of Indie, This le a very dlfCloi'lfc question Indeed* 

ajh the kl(M of policy thlt we heve been thinking of in^ 

-peaKwlll jio\ meet the ot i'\j^umataace9 of the future. 'iVe are 

In India iq r minority inob even one fourth of tho population) 

\ 

•iid, ' . ' e ]llt e-4ib ei > nn i ; ^ for ell time we have to^ live 

In India end for ell time we have the Hindu majority by our 
eldee . Thla poeitloit wont 1 indeed have been desperate: rand 
ho Delos a If the THoolems rei# ell over the country, and 
Hindu9 everywhere In a majority.- But aa things nre„ forbunatoly, 
It le not eo bed, for -i--. ■^ ~ ^r l rr~t p Ti hlofilf n i^jHprro 

“ 1 .! we ore a positive majority, - w iri.cjt is e frontier 
province toiiohlnrr Independent Moslem State^ .. 

Again In Bengal, *'hlch ta e frontier and maritime provlno^ wo. 
have 9 majority - □ real federation which will. If we take care, 
develop In time. Our position la neither hopeless nor 
desperate. '/There we ere small todnebrltles (as In the South and 

-i w 

the Centro) we muat frankly accept the poaltlon, e fe i dla r t o 
t h a t a g"* < ihe J ews * in ! * T •'hn F fi r n nn fi iiiii i H i i '7 || I t l um tu IiuTl In . 

Porha^ln t^e. If oiV peopl^lteve poltf^al aen\s (of %hlch 
I am douptful)^, they wuld .gre^ually emlgr^ate to 


;'^al aen)to (of frnle 
rr^te to .tne KOBleni 
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Forth #nd th« iAoalei 


(Bt txB th« Turks 


ion© now 

Europe throu»jK^.e exchftnf?o$ wlthj^^^ce, autu-^ the case 
of Iivdla^E would have to voluntary gradual movement 

infik^od of t> bruaque aii^preolpl tate <4Sne , 

Tho kind of enfef^ards ire liava lookad for In the past 

C** a?* 

are I mpoa e M i l e a ad are -doMUlF^^-cdr ^ e d awopde that ai«o mere 
llkaJL»-to-eii t—mtr o i m k hya a ta th a n be a eur eefl ^ nf protooti oia 
o r ee Mka t. ienerate ol^^otoratea, welghtage etc. are nil 
uanatu ee l pw r ] artificial: eld as —t hey neahkin uui ' w etm aX 

A 

Qj(]rength In the-North and In U e iiual, utilla th e y e t Tc ua*i iQ 
adw a nt a ffq - mbe - ae w e a re -ln-e ml malty. Reservation of aeata 
with Joint electoratea la still worse. lS . > wag m- not Jai n g 
more or loan ln.,thw^on^ run t; ^o J:$ur 
naltKw''OTSe thing nor Nj^ 

The British will more f’r'd more have to look after their 

own cotii"ierclal Interests er.d 1 doubt very muah If they own, or 

■ 

Care to, give ua props to koi^p up the sort of temporary 
alliance advantageous tto both* wj Vi^]3_ :^rTic‘’V Qiiy i> f'TTtadM 

h 

Absolute reliance on the tilndua and following them like 
aheep would mean eventually that we would descend to the 

M* ?~iw> * ^ 

pofiltloii of the at pFoeent i and .w e we ulil liu ve 

^ ^^ accept mare subordination 

Theae being the olrcu'satancea what are we to do? 

To this there Ifl only ore answer: that we ahould take 
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of oup ImpPCftriAbls poflltlon iit tho Hortrbp Aral whfit 
would be eaall^^ an Impragnable position In Ban^^alt and gat 
all the natural advontar^es ra can out of it, What apo 
thOaa natural advantanjea? Flrat, In all-India affairs wo 
should be out end out Fedorollst«» using ell oni* influonoe 
' j ao that our province netn at least such, autonomy as the groat 
Indian Prlncea will enjoy under Pcdoratlon, Secondly, 
gradually - by chan'tln^ the chpreoter of the army from a 
professional force to a tcrrltorinl one and having for each 
province the kind of edv 4 »nta"^e that Bovsrls had In ,the old 
Oeratan Empire (whfbh greet Princes will hnvo In th# ns« India 
Pederation) - by using «}.! our strength for this IwirlttmBte 
end make India what she really is l.e, a Elnltod States of 
Southern Asia rather than womethlnfi; on the model of* preaant- 

4 

day Italy or Oopmany, Iwternnlly we imist strwngthon our 
numbera by child welfare, by hygienic homo life, by Intensive 
cduoatlon iTid by the unkerp of our national Individuality 
as Indiana within India* There munt be keenest religious 

r 

and secular educetilon sml wri must open our arms as wide oa 
possible to adopt mombero of the depresaed classes* 

All this will need money end we are economically weaker 

n ~ 

then our Hindu neighbours. Here Js the crux of our policyj 

i 

Hpw are these things to be carried out? In self-Interast, 
if for no other reason, our attitude should be hardest 
possible political work on the llnsa of moderate State 
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41- 

a po)ley thvt. will p^t for us th« nyrapathy of maxij 
c1enr^apf»(1 sn,(^ poor HItkIup bs t'cII bb IP touch wltli- tue 

worlfl mnvtm»*nt - even In such reactionary countrioa as 
Germany all's Italy, Our membera In all the provlnooo (and 
aapeololly iti Bonf'ftl) ohould olwaya be cm ttie aid® Of putting 
as many taxotlon biirdenH aa posalbl® on the upper and middle ^ 
c la a BOB etwl reducLnfi: a a much a a they, can Indirect taxes ,• 
whidi fall Pienorally on the poor- With this constant help 
not only for ertutiatloTi and social work but for hTRleno, child 
welfare, proper nursinc: BcVeniea etc. ate, all ahouj.d be carried 
on by the Sfccte. If taxation «ota too heavy put It on 

the fihouldara of the upper and middle claBses, savlni' the 

poor, wh« a cu .'uu i lly r^ ea l B< ^r . 

But fchift clone* will nOt siitisfy. The problem of 

Imlabtadnens will have to be faced, and It will be a bi^; pjank, 

+ « 
politically, of our proBramme, 

Our people are In debt. The whole world haa taken this 
up. Italy and Germany have practically clean-awopt the 
burdens from the debtor- Franca has removed four-fifths of It 
In America hae been knoekod off and^practically all the’ _ 
Stats lei?lalstlon has been to free the debtor {which is the 
majorltyj from the ffraap of the capital!at and money-len ding ^ 
minority. This belnp: the- cose we have to start a real 
party with a aeml-Soclallat pro(^raB»e throughout each province 
- a purely Federalist profrramme for the Centre. 
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In liidlfl Cher© two eltornatlTa® 'bj which to Improve the 
position of the MoalomB flhd reiqove thalr Indebtedneas, 

The simplest would he s one shilling rupee tany SO to the 
pound sterlini^) ♦ This would go n long wajr^wlthout unduly 
worrying the capltsllnt, to remove Moalem Indehtodnoss* The 
other alternative lo intensive wiping off of contracto. Of 

# 

the two I much prefer the cheap rupee as It will help our 
Industries and will get Hindu support too. But wo will be 

-a ^ 

up agalnob the British who want an expensive rupee for their 
o?rn oomnieroe* Whether we should meVco It our national policy 
to fight for a cheap rupee {and _lte^r0sujt of building up our 
Industrlee) or go for the lew of contract and revision of 

w 

debts is a question of practical politics- foa^a 

hi 

tthlnka4?^iVce hhItu tVilni hut for—flulitin.a-lilce those on 


tfeff-cpotrr 

if 1" Bengal we chould mnlce it OUP national policy- to go for 
i^pormanent settloinont which, once done away wlth^ will 

enormously help the position of the Moslem labouring classes 


In the country 
To 


-i\l«I*have writfceui—^liMiy oplulaiaj- 
1.; The only safe Moalenv policy Is Intenelvelj to keep our 
individuality and Improve our economic position - not by fool1 ah 
and vague appeals to the non-exlatent wealthy but by Intensive 
State socialism g t e be Tallo d nation-building ee s nythlrun e ^<|a 
Illmir making the State pay for It through taxation of the 
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upper ami middle alnstt^s , £q mch the wurae for bheni if 
they oi'o broticTht to the level tif the poor In e few generations, 
for thot la wlLBt 1 b hsprenlfi^ in ell highly olvlliaen countries. 
S.) Inperlsl polioyi Intennlve‘co-oparatlon with auoh 
elements as worlt for the United States of India rether then 
ftn imperial ^and ui Itary iitflla, 

Z *) T!i^ Indl<in Ar'ny to ho torrltorlalleed and placed under 
the control of the province g gradually and its profeealonal 
chi^raoter dono away with ^ 


4*) Cheap rupee .OR revlalon of debts doing away with the 
penuenent settlement In BenTjri] and bl-rh texstlon of landlords - 
in that province especially, 

6.) Intei^fflve teaohlnr: of ohild welfare and conversion of 
such ittentbern of depressed classes -as aro willing to come - 
to be worked through our rclUlous leaders. 

After nearly 45 yearn of study and mixing with every kind 
of poll tic len all over the VJfjst, willy nllly I am driven to 
offer this prograsDite ua the only one that can save the Moslems 
of India in the long run, 

wttiK the real las tlon of our poal^lon in Fakes tan and Bengal 
we could dv away with all our props in \ few years, and we 
would be InY strong position because intakes tan we would 
have to whls-^e and rule, end In Bengal (lA this policy la^ 
Carried Out with adult or manhood suffrage aw moderate State 
socialism - by toe State here meaning the pro^nclal rosoiircea 
to be used for benefit of the poor and tno ^bllc^- with 
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such a policy Betirs^aX bocomp*^ second Fake a tan. 

In the roat of India 'ire shotild keep quiet and obey and 
follow the majority as well as (gradually emlj^rate, If we oan» 
to such openings as ere offered by cultivation In the North 


and In PunJ^b^and Sind. 

I hove purpoaely not njarrked this letter '^Private” ^ 
beceuae If you irlah yop^an show It to Busybody. 

Our Indian patriotism, of course, should never leave 
any doubt end our hlndu countrymen muat reallae that the 
welfare of India as a whole - thouf^h wo are' a minority - 
is as dear to us~ as to them. ilVe yield to no-^one In our 
desire (which happens' to be also our own Interest) to raise 
the economic ponltlon of the poor throuf^hout the country and 
by industrlea which er<i dependant on cheap rupees in tarme of 
eterllng to make the country as a whole self "•supporting. 

Do whatever yotkllke with thla letter, but the more I 
think the more I am co^lneod that this line of action alone 
la our salvation. TheX is no other. 

Yours e^r, 




P.s, 

I go to Geneva next month to lead the Indian Delegation to the 
League of Nations Assembly, 
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PriTAte & CoDi^CBttaJ 

11 

374, 1, Bjdckhurst 

Sifpla, E. 

14 U- 1935 

My dear Mian Sabibt 

Many thanks fot your kind teller. 

i have put up a note resaidij^ the excmptioti of Muslims froiii 
Arms Act as far as swords arc concerned* I think it is a good case 
and I am sure H.£. will be sympathetic. 

A» legid'di Shajiidganj Mosque the Sikhs have now regularised 
their position by taking the sanction of the MC for building^ the othqr 
wall. 

The weaihci here is foul. 

Zafjrulla has coitie back. 1. bear Jagdish Parsbad goes on 3J 
miintbs leave, hit wife is itt and Ram Chandra may officiate in Bajpars 
place. 

Nasim was here for 10 days and went back yesterday. 

Delimitation Commillce will be here in early October. So we 
shan't be able to go down till 10th Oct. or OcL, 25th. they will 
consider Punjab case in Simla. 1 pfopoie to try and have Jbjang and 
Gujranwala taken away from Rawalpindi Ljandholders Constilucngy. 
I may not succeed but there is no harm in tryipg* 

The European officials are one and all sympathetic towards 
Muslima in this affair. The law does not seem to have given them 
a chance to help Muslims regarding Sliahtdgunj Mosque because 
Sikhs have decree in their favour. The Sikhs bought over the j.jW- 
in charge of Tomb. He had decamped and can't be found 1 am told. 
With kindest regards to yon all. 

Yours sincerely, 
Firoz 

P.S. 

I would advise against your coming to Lahore. Crowds do not- 
seem to listen to anyone. Ahrar non-Ahrar fights take place at 
all meetings, By early Oct things will be in a quieter and saner.> 
mood and when you come to Lahore you will first get first hand 
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and full knowledge of ihinga and then will be in a position to 
Riakc up your niiad. It Is essential that you shout J have com¬ 
plete rest for another monlfa or so and build up your health. 


Prirate 

375., Simla, 

16. 8, 1935 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

The poit which you fought so hard last year to secure for me 
permanently is to come this September to me for a few months- 
Kunwar Sahib has had to ask for leave because of the slate 
of his wife's healtb and I have been asked to act for him. The 
announcement will be made in due course but I have ventured to 
write to you about it in advance because I know that the news 
will please you. The goldsmith who fashions the first links in a 
chain but has to leave it unfinished has an interest in the completion 
of his hard work. The chain, if it is sentient, feels gratitude always 
towards its flnt maker. Mine is the gratitude of the chain in this 

simile. 

Nasim was here for a change. He bad tea with me last Saturday 
and cxpresficd s wish to be transferred id Delhi. I have written to 
Johnson and hope that it may be possible to arrange this. 

With best wishes to all of you in which my wife joins, 


I am, 


P.S. 

Ramchandra will act for me as Secretary; 

1 am glad that this chnnee has come bis way. 


Yours sincerely, 
G. S, Bajpai 


GSP 


376. Simla, 

16tb August, 1935. 

Dear Mian Sahib, ^ ^ 

1 had a very strenuous tour and was not able to send a ^reply 4^ 
your three letters any earlier as even after my return to Simla I have 
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been ejstfcmety busy clearing off arrears, and, in any case, I wanted 
to have a talk with H. E* before ! could write to you. 

The newspaper report with regard to Bliore’s appointrocnl as 
High Commissiooer ii not correct, I broached the raalter with H, E. 
and he told me that Bhorc had written to him asking him to let him 
know what the position was as he was being offered one or two good 
positions in London and he did not want to fall between two stools. 
(This shows that H. E, must have given some sort of promise to 
Bbore as the most suitable man for the post of High Commissioner 
and must have informed Bbore that he had written to Zetland to that 
effect.) It appears Bbore went to the India Office and told Findlater 
Stewart that H, £. had written to Zetland about him and that he 
wanted the matter settled. This seems to have upset the India Office 
andfcertainly did not help to raise Bhorc in their estimation. How¬ 
ever that may be. H. E, told me that Zetland wrote back to him to 
say that the present High Commissioner does ool complete his term 
till some time in the Summer of 1936 and that the matter would be 
taken up when the Marquess of Linlithgow has had anj^opportuniiy 
of discussing it with roe and is able to make a recomroendaiion in 
consultation with me. 1 told H, E. that so far as 1 was_concerned, 1 
was willing to discuss it with him and that although 1 had not con¬ 
sidered any individual for the appoinimeni, 1 was most anxious^ to 
secure that the next appointment should go to a MusLm as no 
Muslim had so far been appointed High Commissioner. After 
Zctland^Sj iclter, however, he was not djiposed lo meddle any further 
with ihei^mattcr, and that is how the matter stands. 

AsjJtregards the Vice-Chairmanship of the LC.A.R,, H. E. 
finally Itold me this morning that he had discussed the matter with 
Jagdishg Prasad and that ihe latter was most unwillmg to pul in a 

tocum\ Unfns for a few Jiionlbs as Bajpai has a lien on the post, and 
if a non-official were pul in for a few months, it would give rise to 
all sorts'of misunderstandings. 1 told him that in cast^Mofadj^Nawaz 
was appointed, he was willing to come on the definite understanding 
that] hcj W'ouid have to vacate after a year. H. E* said, the ^ini a under¬ 
stand ingf would he caused to other people, and, from his manner, it 
appeared that he had agreed with Jagdisb Prasad that during the 
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interval the appointment should go to BurL 1 pointed out to him 
that the Commission bad laid down that the Vice^Chalrmaa should 
be ilk administrative officer and not an expert, but this did not seem 
to carry much weight with H* E., probably, for the reason that being 
committed on the one side, he cannot now withdraw from that 
position. He said, however, that if the Committee which is to deter' 
mine the question of secretariat tenures came to some conclusion 
which enabled Bajpal to be hxed up elsewhere, he would be very 
happy to consider Mohd Nawaz for the post. 

In the meaniimCj there has been one development In connection 
with Bajpai which you may have noticed in the papers. Lady Jagdish 
Prasad is suffering from appendix trouble as well as several stones in 
the bladder and has also a weak heart. An operation has been found 
necessary, but she has been advised that the operation should take 
place in Europe rather than in India, This necessktates Jagdish 
Prasad’s taking leave, and his present arrangements are that he 
would sail from Bombay on the 20th of September and return prob¬ 
ably on the 9lh January. H, E. has agreed to let him go, and in 
case he goes, the arrangements will be that Bajpai will officiate as 
Member, Ramchandra will officiate as Secretary, and between the 
20tb September and the date of Hydari's return from leave, Ycatts 
will officiate as Joint Secretary. When Hydari returns from leave, he 
will take over as Joint Secretary, 

We arc about to set up a special Tanff Board to consider the 
question of proiective duties for the textile industry in order to 
implement our undertaking to Lancashire—^that the question would be 
examined and the duties brought down to a level which should ensure 
adequate protection to the textile industry, but should not be any 
higher. It has been decided to appoint Sir Alexander Murray, who 
was a businessman in Calcutta til) lately, as Chairman of the Tariff 
Board, and one of the members will be Ramaswami Mudaliarp The last 
Board which conducted the inquiry into the condition of the woollen 
industry was composed of Wiles, Fazal Rahimtoola and Bathija. Wiles 
has become Chairman of the Bombay Port Trust and Balhtja is anxi¬ 
ous to go'back to Behar where he is being oil'ered soint suitable posti 


Fazal wanted to be made Chairman of the Tariff Board and, as a 
matter of facti is at proem Chairman of the Board which i$ conduct¬ 
ing an inquiry into the classification of paper. The special Board to 
which 1 have referred above is more or less an Arbitration Board 

r ■■ ' 

between Luncashire and l!ic textile todusiry in India* and even Fazal 
recognised that a man of outstanding qualities might be necessary as 
Chairman of this particular Board, His contention, however, was 
(hat he should be given an assurance that he would be appointed 
permanent Chairman of the Board after this inquiry was over. The 
Government of India arc unable to give him that assurance as they 
do not contemplate the appointmcjil of a permanent Chairman of a 
temporary Board. They have definitely decidcid that the question of 
Chairman must, til each case, depend upon the inquiry upon which 
the Board is engaged and the personnel of the Board, In any case, 
bis altitude is that he is noi willing to serve on this special Board 
and would prefer to take leave during the period that the Board is 
occupied in making its inquiry, I have given him time till Monday 
to let me know definitely whether he wants !□ go on leave or wants 
to serve on this Board. If he does not desire to serve on this Board, 
I shall have to find a Muslim to serve on the Board. The inquiry is 
likely to take from 3 to 4 months and. as you are aware, the pay h 
Rs. 3,000/- a month. As there is no immediate prospect of Mohd 
Nawaz^s being appointed to the J,C.A.R., t am thioking of putting 
him on this Board in case Fazal drops out. 

H. E. told me this morning that Sir John Anderson is again 
worried about the Muslim position in Bengal. He thinks the 
Muslims in Bengal are all at sizes and sevens and that somebody 
ought to make an attempt to bring about some solidarity in their 
ranks. He asked H. E., when the latter was at Calcutta recently^ to 
arrange that cither you or T should go down and talk to the Muslims. 

1 told H, E. this morning that I could not go earlier than the end of 
December. He then asked me to write to you and inquire whether it 
would be possible for you to undertake a journey to CalcuBa towards 
the end of October and to bring about some tort of organization of 
the Muslims there. He said he would be very gratefuHf you were 
able to help. 
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[ do hope that the improvement in your hcalih which you have 
happily been able to eOiect at Abbottabad might enable you to under¬ 
take the journey when you return from Abbottabad to Lahore, 

With kindeat regards* 

Yours very sincerclyt 
Zafrullah 


377 , “Dilnawaz" 

Dalhousie, 

20ib August, l935. 

My dear Fazl-i-Husam, 

Yours of 13ih. You have become a great philosopher indeed 
and ure incliaed to treat all matters pbilosopbically; but you should 
not forget that you are a social being and a member of society. 
Therefore, you cannot help being worried, so long as you ate alive, 
even if you withdraw from public life. However, 1 agree with you 
that you should avoid worry, so far us you can, iu the interest of your 
health, 

Mumtaa will leave hero on the 14th or the 15ib of the next 
month and sail from Bombay on the 20ili, He gives his Salaam. 

Towards the end of May last Bakhshi Tek Chand went to Simla 
and is probably yet there. 

It is the medicine of the Hakim Sahib, and not the climate of 
Dalhousie, which is keeping me well. I feel better than I ever felt 
during the past 10 yearsj but all this is due to the treatment 1 am 
going through. On our return to Lahore, 1 will have you treated by 
the Hakim Sahib, even against your will. 

With kindest regards and best wishes. 

Ever sincerely yours, 
Shahab-ud-Din 

AS. 

The enclosure^ speaks for itself. If you agreci please advise and 
guide. 


J. Not available in the FazH-Husain papers. 
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378. 


Bungalow No, 19* 
Abbotubadt 
26th August* 1935. 





Dear Firoz, 

Yours of the 22nd enclosiog a note on Punjab Legislative 
Assembly Landholders Constituenciei. 1 am afraid I do not agree 
with you so far as ^Pindt and Multan divrstons are conoemed* That 
in one case the voting strength is 5Q0 and in (he other 1181 so that 
there may be no disturbance of divisional boundaries is a position 
which cannot possibly be defended. Why not take away LyalJpur from 
Multan division and add it to 'Pindi divlstoa ? In that case the 
distribution will be 900 and 781. This may make Multan division 
loo small; add Sialkot to it and you gel 843, thus leaving Lahore 
also with 902, My views on the subject arc incorporated in the 
accompanying note, I believe this is the fairest and^ the most 
impartial way of forming constituencies, I am afraid the Govern- 
mentis proposals are not based on any principle and violate many 
principles, e.g>, unnecessary subtraction and addition. They arc 
complicated without any corresponding gain to any body except 
perhaps some imaginary gain to an individual or a clique. I am 
sending a copy of this note to Muzalfar Khan as well. There does 
not seem to be any occasion to treat this as a party or ractional or a 
clique matter. 


My advice to you is not to send in the note you sent me cither in 
your own name or in any body clse's name. It is sound so far as 
Ambala and Jullundcr constituency is concerned. It is not unsound 
so far as Lahore is concerned, but it is distinctly unsound and unjust 
so far as Rawalpindi and Multan constituencies are concerned. You 
do not gain in prestige or inOucnce by urging manifestly unreasonable 
proposals. 

With best wishes, 

Vquts sincerely, 
FaiJ-i-Husain 
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The Hon'blc Malik Sir Feroze Khan Noon, M.A., 
Mioister for Education, 

Brockhurst No. t 
Simla East. 


3 ^ 9 ^ Bungalow No, 19 

Abboitabad, 

26tK AugUbt* 1935. 

Dear MuzafTar Khan, 

My attention has been invited to Punjab Legislative Assembly 
Landholders Constituencies as propossd by the Local Government. 
I remember having bad a talk with Sikandar on the subject long ago. 
Frankly, I do not see that the proposals arc sound, I do not know 
their genesis, so may not be able to do juslke to them. Without 
this knowledge of their genesis an impartial critic cannot help cing 
struck by the unnecessary complication and unequal disinbuiion 
of voters when it is not unavoidable. My views arc incorporated 
in the accompanying note. The success or failure of a party or 
a ci^ue depends upon organizauon, and distribution of ooiisti- 
tuencics might be made absolutely independently of such con^ 
sideraiions. This is the advice I have given to those who drew my 
attention to it. If there is someihing in the genesis of these proposals 
which in your opinion makes them preferable to the suggestions made 
in my note, I shall be very glad to bear of it- This is 1 believe your 
case, and if you show ray note to His Excellency I have no objection 
to it; but, inasmuch as it lisj your case 1 will not send it on to him 

myself. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 
FazM*Husain 


380 . 


Bungalow No. 19 
Abbottabad, 

27ib August, 1935. 


Dear Zafrullah, 

Herewith two notes. One is on the Punjab Legislative ssem y 

Landholders Constituencies. It embodies my views on the subject. 
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Pata 4 contains critfdsm of th« provincial Govern men t'fl proposals. 
What do you think of it 7 I have sent copies of it to Firosc and 
Muzalfar. There is nothing coDfidential about it. If it finds ilis way 
to the Local Government or to the Delimitation Committee no harm 
wjl! be done. At the same time it is not a matter of any very great 
importance. 

The second note is on a rough draft bill sent to me by Ohulam 
Bikfa. It contains only general observations and advice dg to the 
fight laetics to be adopted for legislation on the point of aposmy, I 
devoted some time to the study of this matter in 1905-6. Hakim Mir 
Nur-ud-Din Sahib also wrote on the subject then. However^ that is 
a part of the case which does not arise at present* 

Yours siacerelyi 
Fazl-i-Husain 

The Hon’bie Sir Muhammad Zafrulluh Khan, A., 

Commerce Member, 

The Retreat, 

Simla. 


381* Bungalow No. 19, 

Abbottabad, 

28th August I 1935. 

Dear Shahabuddin, 

Yours of the 20th. 

The proposal is that the towns with a population of 5000 and 
above* be treated as urban area instead of towns with a population of 

^ i f -.-ih 

7500 and above. The object of the proposal is to give a larger 

“■ T ^ ^ ■ T ■ 

representatioQ to urban areas than is allowed to them in the local 

r# »■ p 

Oovernmenl's proposals. 1 have no objection to the ^pulatton 

limit being alters from 7500 to 5000 but this does not mean Chai \ 

agree with the reasoning contained in the note you have sent to me. 

The note is not free from inaccuracy; for instancci it says* ‘ton the 

.■ # 

average the total Muslim population of towns forming part of each 

I' 

rural Muslim coasltfuency ranges from 30 to 40 per cent, of the total 
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Muslim population of the constitueocy". If this were so^ at least 
30 per cent, of the total population of the rutal eoDstitutneies would 
be rciiding in the towns with a population of 5000 and 7500 and it 
wonld be only fair that 30 per cent of the rural seals be allotted to 
urban areas in addition to those already allotted* This clearly shows 
that the staicmeQi quoted above is incorrect* 

As to the line to be taken to achieve this object, there t$ no 
sense in having fixed population basis for separating urban from 
rural areas while all Municipalities, Small Town Comraiilccs, Noted 
Areas etc. should be brought in. 1 won’t complicate maiiers, but 
simply say that 7500 be reduced to 5000, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazt-*i'Husain 


382. Bungalow No. 19, 

Abbottabad, 

29ih August, 1935. 

Dear Muzaffar. 

Yours of the 21st, 

As regards Hoshiarpur, if what you've written materialised it 
will be a very great achievement. I.do not know which particular 
constituency you have in mind and what is the proportion of Rajput 
voters and other voters in it* 

As regards Lahore disturbances and matters connected therewith, 
I am completely mystified and what I hear is most unpleasant and un¬ 
believable; and I am most unwilling to give credence to it and am 
contequently suspending judgment till 1 have hud a talk with you all. 
What passes the comprehension of an average Muslim in the Punjab 
or an 3 fwherc in India is the differential treatment of the two commu* 
nitics. It may be that there is no differential treaiment: if so, then 
the position should be made clear to the Muslim public. If there is, 
and there is justification for it, then that justification should be given 
and made clear so that most, if not all, of the reasonable people may 
feel convinced and not harbour resenimcnt. However, these arc 
matters which one cannot pursue by correspondence and 1 am not 
well enough to take them up. 
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I chink it woulJ htlp everybody if leading Muslims in ihc Punjab 
seriously take up the possibility of leadership in the future on the 
assumption that ray health is not good enough to permit my returning 
to public life and that Sikandar on account of hU commitments else¬ 
where is not available. Who are Itho likely persons under these 
circurastances to constitute the Muslim section of the Cabinet and 
who will be their leader? Will there be sufficient talent to enable 
them to bo the predominant partners in the Cabinet? Who are 
the likely perions amongst the non-Muslims to be the members of the 
reformed Cabinet ? 1 have asked friends to tackle these questions 
seriously and not indulge in platitudes about my being absolutely 
necessary and sore {sic,]. T very much appreciate these comptuncnis, 
but 1 want my friends to put aside compliments for the time being and 
to proceed to tackle this problem in a business-like rashion. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Huiam 


3g3, Abbottabadp 

5ih September, 1935. 

Dear Muzaffar, 

Yours of the I St, Thanks for the enquiries that yon have been 
making. T think the course of action you have in mind is the only 
suitable one to adopt and Til be glad to bear when something is 
filed up. 

¥ 

As to Muslim affairs in Lahore and outside Lahore, so far as I 
can sense it there is a spirit of resentment and fecting of dissatisfac¬ 
tion amongst the Muslims and it is growing. The grievance seems to 
be that the Government is afraid of the Sikhs and in consequence is 
mating Muslims badly, that while Muslims most be law-abiding the 
Sikhs need not be. I feel sure that if Hia Excellency the Governor 
came to know that there is such a feeling amongst the Muslims and 
that is already widespread and is growing both in intensity and in the 
number of people affected thereby he would address his mind to 
devise means of checking it. It is obvious that the Sikh attitude is 


448 


one definitely of opposition to all constituted aulhoflty and of defiance 
of law* The spirit permeating the comitiunity is of Bhagat Singh 
and the entire nationalist India admires that spirit and therefore the 
Sikh community* and it is not probable that any favours shown by 
the Punjab Government to the Sikhs would lake them away from that 
position and that policy which they consider far more valuable and 
far more in keeping with their ideas of self-importance than to be 
exchanged for a few favours shown to them by the Punjab Govern¬ 
ment* On the other band, Muslim support of the Punjab Govern¬ 
ment and of the Government of India may not seem so very necessary 
juSt now but it would be a mistake to consider it unnecessary to¬ 
morrow, and no wise ruler will be justified to alienate that support. 
1 am sure that H* E. the Governor takes the same view as I have 
tried 10 express above. 1 think it is your duty to bring this aspect of 
the matter to his notice. Not that he is likely to be unaware of it 
but to enable you to discuss the matter with him and study the present 
day situation in the Punjab in the light of this general policy, ! have, 
contrary to my praclice, touched upon this subject because the ru¬ 
mours that reach me here arc very disiurbing and 1 should not like 
the high reputation in which the Punjab Government has been held 
since 1920 to be in any way tarnished. 

With best wishes* 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Hutain 


334^ Abboltabad, 

6th September, 1935, 

Dear ^cd Habib ■ 

Yours of the 4th September. It is true that V received several 
letters from you,—of 26th August* 15th August. 7ih August, 6th 
August, 29th July, 27ih July and did not answer them- The reason 
for my not answering them was that your letter of the 29th July made 
me feel that it was best to discontinue correspondence. My friends 
and acquaintances know that I detest flattery, but perhaps they do 
not know that I have an equally dcep-iootcd objection to being 
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inlimidiLtcd by ftny onc^ In your last UtUr* s,e, of the 4th September 
you ask me for my views on the ^Pindi programme and say that an 
opposition by your paper to that programme will moan the death of 
your paper. 

As regards the Shahid Ganj mosque affair and its developments 
and the present position I am afraid I feel that f do not know the 
factSt the Punjab Govern men C*s position and its attitude towards 
various other matters which have arisen out of thi^ incident. 1 hear 
conflicting reports and rumours and I am simply mystified and form 
no opinion till r am sure of the facts. The whole thing appears to bo 
a mystery to me, Therefore T am not in a position to guide you or 
guide the community till f am possessed of facts from the beginning 
right up to now. It is too great a responsibility to take in my 
shattered condition of bcoUh. Tf my health were good, long before 
now t would have been in Lahore to study the situation and form an 
opinion and do what I could, 

On the general question of recourse to civil disobedience by 

Muslims in the Punjab In the month of September 1935 you know my 

+* ¥ 

opinion very well indeed. It is definitely and categorically against 
recourse to civil disobedience and that not only on the ground that 1 
have been always opposed to the use of thU method of political 
agitation but for the following definite reasons < 

Firstly, civil disobedience bas been tried during the last 15 years 
throughout India and has failed in all cases and in all provinces with 
(he possible esceptton of ihe Stkhs in the early years of the J92fi 
decade. The Muslim proposal now..,,,. 

[IncoTTtpleteJ 

(Yours sincerely, 
FazM'Husain) 

> jr: •- 


385. Abbottabad, 

6tb ^ptem^r, 1935, 

Gear Chothu Ram, 

Yours of the 3rd September re. Abdul Ghani*s contribution to 
the Press on party politics in the Punjab. You should not reply to it 
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and you ahouM ask Ahraad Yar and Riyasat AH not to reply to It 

4 

and carry on the controversy* There is a great deal of (ruth in what 
Abdul Ohani'has said and the object is for suitable assurance being 
given privately within the party. 

A 

Since this is a statement published in the public picas t will 
arrange for a suitable ejcposition of the creed of the party relating to 
firstly the tribal or caste distinction and secondly residential qualifl' 
cationp village or town. 1 do not find anything particularly wrong in 
the article* There is a certain amount of dissatisfaction in it« but 
there is also ihe under current of reasonableness and wtUingness for 
adjustment of interests* It would be fatal for the party to permit the 
majority faction, i.e. the members of the scheduled agricultural 
tribes, to assume an attitude of superiority or power towards smaller 
factions of the party belonging to the noii'scheduled'—agricultural 
tribes or residents of town areis* The party has always disowned 
racial and residential distinctions aid has insisted upon faitb* belief, 
object or practical programme of work, Moreover, amongst Muslims 
there is not that conflict of interests as exists amongst Hindus. 
Muslim urbaniacis have not ousted Muslim rurnls from. Oovernment 
service* In fact the representation of rural Muslims in services is 
very cooBiderable as compared with the Muslim urbans while in the 
case of Hindus the urban Hindus have ousted the rural Hindus and 
there ts that conflict of interests* 

Yours sincerely, 
FazM'Husain 


366. 31, Stanley Road, 

Friratf Allahabad, 

9th September, 1935* 

My dear Guru, 

1 was delighted to receive your letter* It does not hold out 
hopes of your resuming the thankless task of organising the Muslims 
of the Punjab, but there is just a gUmmer of hope and satisfaction in 
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a Tew pusages, and 1 fool ibm it might be pcmible for yon to emerge 
fyom yotir retreat, reinvigoraced and rerreahed, ready for the fray, and 

determined to maintain those traditions of purity, honesty and self- 

« 

less devotion to public interest which is your noble conUibution to 
the India of today. It haa been my proud privilege to be associated 
with you in a most humble and insigniheant capacity, and t know 
from what little T hove been able to glean from that happy and 
precious intercourse) that you alone can save the situation. The 
Statesman of yesierday^s date echoed the same aentiraents. The 
Abrars as tt-ell as the opponents will end like Saturn, devouring their 
own children, and the Muslim Punjab, which hoi lost frightfully in 
morale, prestige, influence and integrity will become the laughiug 
stock of every community. The Shaheedgunj affair has been most 
foolishly handled both by our party as well as by the Ah ran, while 
the Punjab Government made raaltcra worse. By your coming back 
into public life, Muslim India will recover the position U has lost. 
Otherwise, we shall have Hazrat Maulana Murshidna Zafar Ali Khan, 
representing our party, and Ameer Shariat Ataullab Shah Bokhari 
representjag the Ahrars. In the Punjab Governmentt the community 
has ceased to count . 

Your lieutenants are scattered all over India, and will follow 
you anywhere, f am convinced that unless you resume your public 
activities) the situation in the Punjab will undergo a rapid process of 
deterioration, and the Muslim community will be broken up into 
numerous fragments. I have always been a believer in your star. 
The belief has now been fused into a coitviction that the imperative 
need of the present times is the formulation of a deflnite party and its 
Inflexible pursuit, by a man of your calibre. You will change the 
whole situation in a very short time, 

1 have now seriously taken in hand the writing of a book which 
1 had promised to compose for Messrs Macmillan. It will be called, 
Introduction to the New Constitution of India, and wilt contain 
about 350 pages. There, will be two chapters on the Round Table 
Conferences. Naturally the book will be bated entirely on published 


docmMiiUi and no private 6r secret doenmePt, ionveriaticft' Witf be 
Uiiliiiid. There will be pci-piciiires 6f twd my heroes-^Aga Khin 
•Pd ybuTsdf—17111 they will be impressioits of perioftaliti^. ^ Special 
urPngeinehtS ar£ belii^ made for its sale iij finglaiid, America atiiJ 
Itidii. 1 finished the first chapter today. There will be aiiteta 
flUo^etber. 

Yours affectionately, 

, Shafaat 


3S7, Abhotinbad, 

lOtb September, 1935* 

Heir Tiro^, 

Yours of the 7th Septenibcr re* the Punjab Legislative Assembly 

I- . 

Landholders Constituencies, 


1. Your note hns a few inaccuracies 

m 

in) You say that ‘Pindi DistHct mi^ht contnbute a hundred 
voters. This is imposstbTe because ih ekistilig electoral 
roll the 'Pindi district has only 35 and since the total 
electoral roll has gone down from 3500 tb 2703 diid the 
number of voters in every district has gone down it is not 



w'etl and the number is likely to be rmind about 25,. 


(h) In Atnbaja and Jullunder division you say the total number 
will be 697. There is a miscalculation and the number is 
674. 


2. The total number of voters including the estimated figWe for 
Rawalpindi being 2730 the unit for constrtdency would he '683. 
Ambala and Jullunder have 674, only 9 less than the unit. 

Lahore Division has 5^5, i.e., 108 less than the unit. 


'Piiidt DivisionInclddibg ^i*iiidi dii/f^ict^as 39'5—2K8 leas than 


the unit. 


Multan Division has 1021—388 in eccets of the unit, la the 
Multan division LyaUpur has 293 voters and if Lyaltpur was taken out 
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of Multao division the voters left in Uve Multan Divisioji ivoutd be 
728» U. 45 in of Hw M.sftt whip^ h nothing very much. If 

figures for various TahsUs of ^^yallpof 4istrict are obtained* [X will be 
possible to allot a Tahsil pi two Xof^ 9 ^t IJiyip^p ipdtyfp OT 
Tahsils to Rawalpindi divisionito ^ 

30 of the unit 

3. Your suggestion of taking away Ntc^lgP.inery aod Jbung 
from Multan division leaves Multan division witb less thannnlt 
and makes Xahore in excess of the unit and therefore is open to the 
criticism that it breaks up the Multan division to a large extent than 
is absolutely necessary while the rcnio_yal of Lyallpur district only 
makes the least possible interference with the territorial dtsUibuiion 
of divisions. 

Yi'ur proposal is open to pther objeciioos ax wclL If you get 
the figures for each TabiU of Xyallpor district showing their distri' 
buiion amongst the Muslims, Sikhs and Hindus it will not be difficult 
to make a sound distribution into consulucncies. 

Yours sincerely, 
F^zUi’Husam 


3 gg^ . Reserve Bank of India, 

Centra] Office* 

Bombay. 

lllh. September, 1935. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

I attempted twice to run up to AbboUabad for a *fcw hours 
during my brief stay at Wah but was thwarted on both occaaions. 
The first time on account of sudden and unexpected invasion by a 
horde of visitors and subsequently by a telegram'from Bombay recall¬ 
ing me earlier than I expected. |1 am v^cry sorry indeed to have missed 
the pleasure of seeing you. 

My departure for England had to, bCjpostponed again as Taylor 
is jtroceeding on leave under medical advice and the Governor ii not 
due back till sometimes jn November. I niay he able to leave some^ 
time in Novomber after, Sir.Osborne Smith returns. 
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The office will move over to Calcuttft &t the end of this monih 
and I am dreading my return to that dreadful climate. Bombay has 
been much kinder. 1 bad almost got rid of my trouble and was hoping 
that the process of recovery would be completed dtinng the voyage to 
England. However Calcutta would be comparatively pleasanter in 
October than when 1 was there last. 

> I hope you and yours are quite fit and Nourishing. 

With kind and respectful regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Sikandar Hay at 


Peraeaal & Confideattal 

3B9. Sp Lanidowne Road, 

Holland Park, W. 11 
Park 54S7. 

12-9-35 

My dcarFazl-i-Husain, 

Dear Azim must be with you now and very happy to be with all 
the members of his family, after three long years of separation. His 
mother and yourself must also be very delighted that he is back with 
you. His result is not out yet, but if it so plcasca God that ii is 
favourabic we will send you the mformation by cable as soon as h is 
available, 

I am very glad to learn that your health is so much better for 
the rest and change you have had at Abbollabad. I believe you will 
be going back to Lahore In October. I do hope you may be able to 
do something to solve the tangle which has resulted from tite troubles 
in Lahore over the Shahidgunj Mosque. I am very sorry to see that 
the situation is getting very complicated.; 

1 wonder if you are in touch with the question of a successor to 
Sir B. N. Mitra as High Commissioner. You may have seen a 
mention in some papers in India that there is a possibility of a 
Moslem'being appointed. In fact, 1 believe, ii was the Amrita Bazar 
Fiitrika which wrote that though Sir Joseph Shore was in the running 

m 

and efforts were being made to have a Moslem appointed and then 
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two aanK« were meiitioned, mine and Liaq^t'& as possible men, 1 do 
not know of any effort having been made here in that direction. 
Perhaps the paper meant to refer to some effort in India. So far as 
the paper is concerned it may be merely a feeler thrown out to 
sticnglheo efforts in favour of Sir J. Bhorc. It is true, however, that 
if any effort is made, it should be made by representative Moslems 
in India to press the claim of the community, for a turn being given 
to a suitable Moslem, If then the Government of India moves in 
the matter and sends one or two Moslem names, the suggestion may 
be considered sympathetically here, 

1 do wish the question had arisen while you were there. 

Please give my affectionate regards to Azim and salams to Lady 
Sahiba. 

Yours sincercly» 
Abdul Qadir 
[Shaikh Sir Abdul Qadir) 

390. Abbot tabad, 

E3th September 193$, 

Dear Muzaffar, 

Thanks for sending me the list of proposed con^itituencics in the 
Punjab. I have looked at the Landholders* Coustituencics only and 
in view of the revised list of the electorate and revised proposals, 
have to revise my vieWii which are incorporated in the accompanyiDg 
note. 

At to the Rawajpiitdi Division etc. constituency, you say it 
was Intended for me. Well, I should not like that idea to influence 
its constitution, whether Jbung or Lyallpur attached to Rawalpindi 
division, if I am really wanted 1 would be elected in either cose and 
if I am not wanted, friends would be forthcoming to get me defeated 
in one case as well as in another. The inequality of the electorate 
in the case of Rawalpindi and Multan divisions and again between 
these two and the Ambala aud Lahore Division constituencies is too 
great and gerrymandering is quite obvious, 

T0 what extent it is necessary and therefore justified is a matter 
of opinion. Even if in the case of Ambala and Lahore Division 


coMlilinipcin gertyroaiwl*riB8 i* juHiiftW, He «ine ptee wo"<>t I* 
urged ID He case of llawalpindi-MOKaB DHrisiel# *oa«ilueincy. It » 
oo't a ^inl on vdiich ! hive any jfersoftW'fcclii^, %tft1 do ihihk it is 
beit iiot to ovefdo things* 

Wth best wishtfs, j,, 




391. Simla, 

l?th S^ptcmbctj 1935. 

Dear Mian Sahib, 

1 arrived here on the 15th and am reaving for Rcrhtak jnsi now. 
When 1 was having a talk with the Reforms Cooimissit^r 1 
touched upon the injustice that bad been done to Rural Hindus. 
He told me thkt what Malik Barkat AU had written on the urban 
rural question and my answer thereto were both lo be placed before 
the Delimitation Commiuec as suitable material on the problem- 
This means that Sheikh Abdul Ghani's letter will also be incJudcd as 
an item of the ^daia. That being so. an answer to this criticism 

becomes all the more necessary, 

I had retouched my draft and even amplified it m two^places, 
AnontwerbyaMustim may have to be couched in a more subdued 
tone, but I feel lhat it ought to be giveo publicly. 

The Delimitation Committee arrives here on the lOth. 
Memoranda have been called for by the Punjab Government by the 
20th. I am preparing one. There is no time to have the benefit of 
your advice before submission. But 1 will ask to be examined 
orally also for any further elucidation, if necessary, of the points 
which I desire lo make. I will send you a copy and will wait for your 
advice so that, if necessary, 1 may modify my position at the time of 

oral examinition. sincticH, 

Cbhotu Ram 
P-S. 


1 saw the Governor on the 15th. 
■When Ynay'I expect yOu at Lahore? 
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392. 31, StanJcy Road^ 

Allahabad, 

]9ih Scptcml>cr, i935. 

Dear Gum, 

Your )«itcr 19 most encouraging, and your numerous foilowers— 
T am not a Toltower; but a ’^vo^shippCT—will be delighted lo hear that 
there is a possiblUty Of your coming into the field again. Fortune 
can untie the knot and festdre Muslim sdTidarfty, It h quite 

impossible for an outsider to hazard an opinion on events in the 

Punjab^ but my study of the situation is that our own 
gtoifp is adopting very precipitate measures. Either do a 
thirrg, or not 'do it ^ all If one does jt one must pul ‘first 

eyery'Oitnce of obc-s energy inrto -the task. This is precisely what 

wc do not seem to be doing now. The annouocement of ewiJ 
disobedience movement on 20 th instant was a most imprudent step, 
as 1 am afraid the demonstrations will .fizsle out tomorrow. The 
mavemcot should be directed tolo constitutional channels. Lathi Bazi 
on both sides—the Ahrars and noQ'Ahrars^witJ pay ocUhor party. 
These art jottings of an ignoramus, and we haveioo doubt whatsoever 
that when you go back to Lahore and study the situation, you will 
be able to evedvea policy that will be followed by every prominent 
Muslim not only in the Punjab, but also in India. When you have 
some time to spare, 1 hope you will devote it to AJJ-lndia aXFairs. 
But the Punjab must come first, as it is the key province of India. 

My book is progressing satisfactorily. Tt is a tiefcUsh uoderuk- 
ing, but I do not wish to rub other peoples* corns unnecessarily. 

1 am'lcaving tomorrow for Simla to be present at a party which 
I bad hxedTor ZafruJlah on 2 IsL From there I proceed to a fairly 
extensive tour in my province, covering about 15 districts. 1 have 
had little time to maintain contact with ray men and supporters, 
owing to my frequent absence in the R. T. C, 1 hope lo return on 
October 12. Meetings and other functions have been arranged at 
everyplace. It will be a brndng and strenuous week, and will'tone 
up the "Work of our party. 

■With the kindest regards and deepest affectioa, 

Ever yours aSectionately, 
Sbafaat 


2, Goulding Road, 
Camp Lahore, 

19th Scptcmheri t935Hi 
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Dear Mian Sahib, 

I have sent ibe note regarding Landboldcn* Conftitucnciea to 
the Reforms Commissioner with an cadorsetnent th^t it should be 
placed before the Delimtiation Committee. Fcrhaps I was unable 
to make myself dear in ray previous leUcr* It was to remove your 
Impression about gerrymandering and to show that there was no 
selfish motive behind it that I mentioned about ihe candidature in 
the 'Pindi Constituency and not to influence its constitution. It was 
quite natural that I being the author of the scheme should defend 
myselfl 

T am glad to sec that you arc satisfied about the decision regard¬ 
ing swords. The Bill regarding Cravcyaids has been drafted and 
Firoz is now busy in connection with the Waqf Bill, S, Muhd 
Nawaz Khan of Kot has the fullest support in the protection^of hrs 
private rights and a tetter to that effect was sent by Govt, as soon as 
they heard about the unfortunate affair at Kot. 

You know all about the Shah Chiragli Mosque. Everything 
possible is being done by Govt, to placate the Muslims; but some 
how or other the agitation is increasing every day. I do not know 
how far this would be in the interests of the country at this very 
critical juncture. Other communities arc taking advantage of the 
present attitude of the Muslims and a systematic propaganda ti 
being carried on both in Lahore and at Simla. The action of the 
Muslims in turning out Sikh families from across the border and the 
publicity given to that incident by the Muslim press has had disas¬ 
trous effects on the Sikhs and other communities. I shall be most 
grateful for further advice in this matter. 

With kindest regards, 

Yours siucereiyt 
Muzoffar 


4^9 
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The Daily ''Hmadain** 
Lucknow. 

20th Scpiembcr, 1935, 


I 


My Dear Sir Fail-e-Husain, 

1 must apologise for being so laU in answering your letter but 1 
was away on a tour of my Zamindari and on my iclurn have 
been laid down with Malaria, I am sorry that my remarks caus^ 
you annoyance but they were not written in a carping spirit. 1 did 
not mean to criticise you but expressed my disappointment that you 
were keeping away at a very criiical juncture when the Musalmans 
were asking for Leadership- 1 am glad however that your return will 
synchronise with peace. In my humble opinion the best plan would 
be to gather at some central place for instance Lucknow and decide a 
uniform polity for the Indian Musalmatis- This Is not only my 

opinion but the opinion of all U. P. Leaders, If you can approve of 
the suggestion then please Id me know and 1 will address other 
friends in the matter U. P. has been silently drifting towards the 
CoQgrcsa and a gathering of men like yourself will prove very helpful 


10 them. 

I icurn the cuttings as desired. 


Youri sincerely* 
Abdullah 


Abboltabadt 
2lit Septembejt 1935. 

My dear Muzaflar. 

Yours of the 19th September. 

The situation lo the Punjab is fast deteriorating and you and His 
Excellency cannot be unware of it- What are the causes of this 
dclcrioralion and how can this deterioration bo checked and the lost 
position recovered ? An enquiry into the first, i.e., the causes of 
deterioration, is important in order to find suitable measures to secure 
the object in view. 

The position was, though one of tension, still quite sound up till 
1932. The so-called communal decision was taken up by the Hindus 
and the Sikhs in the Punjab for agitation against the Musilims and 
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ilie Govemmcm. This agitation was allowed to proceed and become 
intense and. in the course of H, ibneats of defiance of law, breach of 
peace and blood«hed were hurled about. Still Govemment tool no 
notice of all these things. The Muslims were on the defensive, and 
during the bat three years it appears that the policy of Govcrpmeni 
had been to do everything to appease the Hindus and Sikhs, probably 
because Government felt that, as tlic Hindus and Sikhs were already 
very sore on account of ihc communal d^ision. therefore every effort 
should be made to please them; and in keeping with this policy the 
ttentment meted out to Muslims was one of indifiTcrencc and .possiblyf 
in some cases, of injustice. Again, probably due to the reason that 
the Muslim community has been favoured in the matter of the 
communal decision and therefore no harm will be done by lakihg 
them a,peg.or two down. During ibis period the extremists among 
the Muslims felt that the Muslims were down in their luck and.that 
a reign of terror was not far off. The Hindus and Sjklis were 
organizing and intimidating others; they should also take hand in 
this venture. They constituted themselves into the Abiars. They 
had the support, direct or indirect, of many prominent Muslims for 
different reasons and it is believed of many Govcrntncni otheiab. 
This pul them in funds and made them organized. The Ah mad i 
business came to them as a God^send and there again many iDlluential 
people and, possibly some Government oJHcials, helped them. The 
spirit of defiance of Jaw among the Muslims was thus developed and 
whether the leadership of those who have imbibed the spirit remain» 
with the Ahrars or someone else is immaterial. As I always pointed 
out to H. E. the Governor and ray friends, it was dangerous to play 
this same. The Muslim communiiy is treading the path which the 
Hindusi aad the Sikhs have been treading in the past. The animus 
displayed rby the Muslim community against the sister communities 
is only a reaction to the spirit which the two communities 
displayed to the knowledge of the Government towards the Muslim 
community during the last three years. The Punjab Government 
was warned again and>again in 1933 and 1934 and wftat is happening 
today «is the natural outcome of what was happening in Ii^33 and 
1934, 
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The sitnatioft has been made much worse by the incidents of the 
last two or three months relating to Shahidganj mosque affair, T am 
very glad to hear from you that His ExceUency the Governor ts 
anxioos to do all that can reasonably be expected for the Mushm 
community. This is very reassuringt for to an outsider ignoriDt of 
the real happenings it does not appear that the Moslem community U 
having a fair deal* It does not also appear that the Oovernmeitt has 
treated the two communuics in the same way. If this impression is 
wrong* why arc not the real facts disciosed and made public? For 
instance^ was there a shrine of Shahqaqu in the close vicinity of the 
demolished mosque ? If there was not* why not say so, and why 
encourage the Muslims to litigate and array their forces and make the 
animosity between the two communities worse than it is at present ? 
If, on the other hand * there was a shrine and it has been demolished 
by the Qurudwara Committee people, as they dcmollsbed the mosque, 
why not they see that the shrine is restored 7 Why make it necessary 
for the Muslims to litigate 7 1 never believed in piiUiug off the evil 
day. If a situation has to be meti the sooner it is met the better* 
But Government as a rule want to pul off coming to a decision as 
long as possible and, in many cases, have regretted it. 

Frankly, the prevailing idea amongst the Muslim community 
today is that the Punjab Government is bent upon acting unjustly 
and unfairly towards them; that it is afraid of the Sikhs; that the 
combination of the Sikhs and the Hindus is too much for the Govern¬ 
ment to tackle and that in the discomfiture of the Muslim eocmiuntty 
both the Hindu-cMm-Sifch combination and many Government 
ofGcfhh see an escape from the possibility of a Moslem Governuieul 
being established under the reforms. What justification there is to 
these impressions it is impossible for me to say. As I have told you 
and Firox over and over again* I feel I do not understand oiall the 
happenings of the last two or three months and tliat Ihc letters I have 
received from you and from Firoz instead of clearing matters have 
been mystifying and therefore 1 have, much to my regret* been post¬ 
poning understanding tliem til 11 am in Lahore towards the middle of 
October. No end of people write to me and appeal lo me and do all 
I'oVts of things and the papers say why T do nothiug and so on. But 
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tince I am Qot in public tire, and fitocc my health does not permit my 
reauming public life, 1 have refused being pushed into this controversy, 

1 am glad to hear about the views of the Government about the 
Kot affair, I was very much afraid that if Government took up an 
altitude iriconsisienl with their professions in the Shahidganj affair^ it 
may prove to be the Iasi straw on the earners back. What should be 
done ? 

(1) to deal with the situation and the extremist section of the 
Muslims having got out of hand through the mistaken policy 
of some Muslim leaders and the Government? The way 
adopted of externment orders will not do. It has been tried 
before and it has failed invariably. It is for you and Fifox 
10 Sturt the constructive work of organisation and perfect it 
in a manner that will throw this section into shame and 
honestly and uuthfuliy not to give encouragement to this 
section. 

(2) For the Government to settle the matter of the Shahqaqu 
grave. In course of that a reasonable settlement about the 
demoMshed mosque is not impossible. 

(3) To resume the policy of holding the t^Iauce even and not 
showing favours to one community at the expense of Ihe 
other and thus creating resentment. 

(4) To make it clear that there is no truth in the rumours or 
suspicion that the inter-communal trouble is not unwclcoinc 
to the official world. 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Faxl-i-Husain 

Rohtak^ 

39 d. 22 September^ 1933, 

Dear Mian Sahib, 

I received your letter with the enclosed note today. 1 decidedly 
prefbr your note to mine as being more full of substance and dignity. 
Mine was characterised by a little controversial spirit and might 
hive some antagooising effect upon urban Muslims, Yours is couched 
in more sympathetic, calm and persuasive language without the 
sunender of any point of principle or policy. 
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A meeting of the Provjndat FracGhiie Committee witt probably 
be convened towards the end of this month. If you permit 1 will 
band over your note as miae to the Reforms Commissioner. Those 
who are intimately acquainted with yourself wilt probably make a 
right guess about Its authorship. I will have a fresh copy of that 
note re-typed and have the usual preRxes to your name. You leave 
it without these prefixes and unless they arc added the omission will 
give away the secret for a certainty. 

I am also sending herewith a copy of a note which 1 have pre^ 
pared for the Delimitation Committee. T despatched it yesterday 
‘Otherwise I would hive made a few changes in the light of your own 
note. However I havc» on the whole^ followed the lines indicated by 
you. 1 have kept the party squabbles out of the note as irrelevant to 
the subject. I have been a little bitter and even slightly indignified 
in referring to the anthGovernment propensities of urban Hindus 
and have expressed some pamful surprise at the undue generosity 
shown to them by Government, 1 have also made an allusion to the 
possibility ^rather remote—extreme views gaining the upper hand 
in the fuluic Assembly in consequence of the over^representation of 
the urban Hindu element in it. I am rather doubtful about the 
wisdom of this, However, as 1 had no time to consult you on this 
point t have done it in spite of th'c fact that I had considerable mis¬ 
giving In this cotmeciion. 

'I do not wish you to subject yourself to the Strain of reading the 
whole of my note. Thercforcj [ have marked in red pencil the por¬ 
tions which alone you need go through. 

t am feeling a little Indisposed and have asked a friend to write 
this letter to my dictation. 

Yours sincerely. 

Chhotu Ram 

Mian Sir Pazl-i-Husain. 

K,C,S.t, K.C.I.E.. Kt„ 

Abbottabadf 
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397, Reserve Dank of Indii, 

Central Of^ce. 

Bombay. 

23rd September* 1935, 

My dear Mian S&hib, 

Many thank* for yours of the 18ill September, 1 am glad thjtt 
your health has improved and trust that it will be further benefited 
during the next few weeks when Abhotlabad ctimate is sure to be at 
its best. I am not a little disappointed at the pcssimisiic note in your 
letter where you mention a feeling of lassitude and lack of suBQctent 
vitalily and energy to enable you to undertake public work and 
resume omciai duties. Apparently the present unwholesome atmos¬ 
phere is responsible, at least partially, for making you take this 
gloomy view. I however sincerely hope that your forebodings will 
prove to be wrong and unjustified and you will soon feel vigorous 
enough to lake over rein* of official work and administration again- 

It will be a misfortune for the province if it is deprived of your 
lead and sane and matured guidance. The recent happenings 
strengthen my misgivings about the future and unless you are pre¬ 
pared to take the lead and get into harness again 1 am afraid the 
Muslims will go under for ever from the very start. If you come 
forward I can assure you once again that there will be no dearth pf 
reliable and efficient lieutenants to assist you in your work. What 
they need is a sound leader and clear and definite advice. The rest 
they can be depended on to do themselves, The present position is 
that they are like a rake of railway carriage without an engine. I do 
hope aod •earnestly wish that you will be able to change your «uid on 
maturer thought. As for your health we all pray/or yojur jMfe 
and strength to undertake the onerous task of guiding the destinies 
of the province during the initial critical period, to the difficulties of 
which the recent and deplorable lack of Icadersbip has undoubtedly 
added. 

As you say Calcutta is no place to five in during October but 
one has to put up with this and other inconveakneei in service- That 
is why the sages have described it as As at present 
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I expoct lo sail on 2i$t or the 23rd of November. Sir 
Oaborno Smkh is dua back on tha 9th of November, 

Taytor left on Saturtby and was feeling more cheerful when he 
got on board the ship. His place has not been filled mainly fbr 
reason of expense. Since he is on leave on Aill pay it would have 
added considerably to the overhead charges lo appoint another Dy. 
Governor on 5500/> and he would have been of very little use 
until had learnt the ropes and by then Taylor would be back. 

When do you intend going down to Lahore? Kindly let me 
know when you settle your date definitely. 

With kind and respeetful regards* 

Yours sincerely I 
Sikandar Hyat 


398. Abbottabad, 

23rd September* 1935* 

Dear Muzaffar Khan* 

Yours of the 19th on Lahore. 

I agree with you that the situation in the Punjab is fast deteriorat¬ 
ing. T am very glad to hear from you that everything possible is 
being done by Government to placate lh« but f may tel] 

you that to those who arc' tit the eonfldence of the Gouernment and 
made aw^re of what it is that is being done to ptaeete theof- jt appears 
ttiat there Is nothing that Government could have done against a 
recalcitrant eommuoity wftioh has not been dbnc already and is not 
being done. As you say* somehow or other the agitation is iocnas* 
ing every day. This is perfectly true and as you say this is not in the 
Intccest' of the country. Do you> think il is in the interosUi of tha 
GovermejU? Sometimes it is considered that Ooveroraent will benefit 
by political life in. the country becoming very weak. This miay be so^ 
bui this is not the view I hold, You ask for my advioot L do not 
know what thoreoi facts are and nowadays under eensorship and' 
Government aetion against pa|m in the maticr of forfeitures of 
securiiies, etc. one has no means of knowing ibc tnitband tfioj^papm 
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don't (carfyjcoirect VcrsionJi of incidents. So, ihoBC outside are depriv¬ 
ed of the means of knowing facts and ascertaining the view of the 
people. What views can they frame and what advice can they give 7 
This is in nobody's interest, f saw in the papers something about two 
bills. I have seen the draft of one, if this is the one the communique 
has in view, and of the other thing I know nothing- 

I bad certain views and was going to send them on to you 
but it is altogether unsatisfactory to indulge in giving advice by 
letters in the matters of such grave importance and I therefore feel 

that 1 better wait till f see you and acquaint myself with the fads 
and Opinions of others before forming my own and placbg it at your 
disposal and of others. 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
FazM'Huiuin 


3^. Abbotiabad, 

23rd September, 1933, 

Dear Abdullah Khan, 

i 

Yours of the 20th< 

So there is still something yielded by the zamindaris in U. P. to 
make it worth the while of the zamindara to go on tours to collect 
income and leave behind them the cultivator to set an example of 
patience to the rest of the world 7 No wonder, on your return you 
got malaria. May be it was His visifation over the zamindari 
system ! 

You apparently don*t believe that I am ill and too weak to 
attend to anythiog,—even my little zamindari out of which 1 have to 

maintain myself, for my health will not permit my resuming my 
practice at the bar and f have no pension. However [ am used to 
being misrepres^ted both by friends and foes and as I have had a 
great deal of appreciation and applause, most of it undeserved, I see 
no reason why I should resent being misrepresented or judged un¬ 
fairly. Your suggestion that I should take up the leadership of [ndian 
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Mutlimi and go W U. P. to give a etrong lead to U. P. MusiiiM 

1 have no such aspiration and my health does not permit my under¬ 
taking such a gigantic task and I doubt whether 1 have the requisite 
ability and capacity for this great work. I formulated What I con¬ 
sidered the right policy for Indian Muslims during the last five years 
because I was forced into the office and bad to discharge the duties 
of that office to the best of my ability. Therefore what ? did was not 
out of choice or liking, but simply certain duties were thrust upon me 
and I had to discharge them os best as I could and thereby lost what 
little was left to me of ray health. Now there is not much of health 

to lose but still neither Islam oor my principles approve of suicide. 

and my attempting the task you suggest is tantamount to committing 
suicide. Moreover. U. P. is rich in leaders and the leaders of the 
Province in its affairs are better than an outsider. I wish you and 
them every success* 

Wilh bci*t wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-UHusaIn 


Persoasl ft CoDftdential- 

Abboltabad, 

24th September, 1935* 

Dear Sheikh Sahib, 

Yours of the I2th September* 

The question of the High Commissioner, London, was engaging 
my attention for some years past. At one time the Viceroy and the 
Secretary of State were believed to be definitely of view that the next 
incumbent should be a Muslim. This was in 1932-33. In 1934 the 
Viceroy began to waver, but still held out hopes. In 1935 a short 
while ago it is surmised that he definitely went against former 
view and supported Shore, but the Secretary of State did not agree 
and the matter has been pul off for the new Viceroy in consultation 
with the new SecreUry of Slate to settle. Under the circumstance# it 
is difficult to get the Viceroy to move in the matter* During the 
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2 only t t^ave bpan. ab(»ut it^ but MujilLm 

of tbr RouJUi Tabic CodJ«f^cc£ afid ia Ei^od have 
bocft posssing ilia Viceroy aa#J the Secretary of hOffcl fof it, I 

h$4 Umar Hyat alio lo lec the Secretary of State and ptm 
Nm it, I believe lie did so* I tbou^t yuu knew it, and tboac 
Wbj> diaciissed tiiis matter had, amongst othcc namefi. roeijiioncd yw 
Bftcne as well, la the matter of filing appoioLmeats* the Viqstoy 
been thinking of dasehargini his commiiiTic^ W- individual Mualiaw 
sathcc than Sll the posts raoce suitably, and if in evcey caie he 
tucceeded, the resuH would have been from the Muaiiim point ot view 
diuatJteiis, The matter now rests in the hjuids of Linlithgow and 
^Uand. ft is in the beat interests of the Muslim community u well 
IS the OoveCiiTivont that n naan who would fill the post suitably and 
hfl a ccedit to the post should fill it and it should not be felt that he is 
intellectually and culturally much bdow the standatd of his two dis¬ 
tinguished predecessors, otherwise it will do no credit to the Muslim 
community. In fact ji will lower (he prestige of the Muslim commu¬ 
nity in the eyes of the public men in Eoglaod and in Europe. All 
that could have been done in the matter has been done by me already 
and I am sure Zafrullab has also tried. {Incomplfte) 

(Xonifi dneer^yf 
FazKi’Husain) 

{To Shaikh Sir Abdul Qadir] 

-■ * 

40L n, Lawrence Road, 

Lahore, 

25th September, 1935, 

Uy door Mian Sahib, 

Many thanks for your kind tetter. Government U not touching 
tile Aukaf part of the trouble at all^ nor are Governmont dealing 
with the Shahidgajij afibir, Tiie Muslim graveyards BIU is the out^ 
0ome of the complaints raised by Lahore Muslims from time to time 
that the Miani Sahib graveyard on Bahawalpur road ha« been 
•scioaehed upon and nearly 2/3rda of it sold to the people by 
Mioroa^erB, aad* buitr upon. The measure which has now been 
drafted is with a view to protect future encroachments on graveyarda. 
I* that! send you a copy of the Bill as soon as it is printed. The hnal 
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copy btes ftilst to nw todt;. 1 am scA^iog it to tht P^ss. Jhr^ 
hundred copi^ WtU bfc printed and 2A0 wdl be dittribvVal for cffeftibs 
public ^ptiiioa, Thereafler the idea it to ask a private person e,g.^ 
Muhammad Dio MaiHc to piiot ftso Bill is the Legitlatioo Council. 
1 ifaall be for any ad vice and -guidaDee that you cao give ns 

tbr Blibject, 

1 am going back to Simla on the 30lh evening for meetfegi otf' 
Delimitation Committee from the 2Dd to the 3pd of October. 1 hope 
to return to Lahore on the 6th moming. Our offices close at Simla 
on the 3rd of October and reopen here on the 11th. From the 6tb 
to 1 1th I may be going to Nurpur Noon. Father reaches here on the 
30th instant from Simla. Muhammad Sher Khan is better but he is 
itil] gelling slight lemp^Vaihte. He has ju&t moved into a bouse of 
bis own—7A, Cbamba Hoost Lace—where Diwan Abdul HMntd #bi 
living last year« 

With kindest regards. 

Yours sincerety^ 
Firoia 


402. 31} Stanley Road. 

AMahabadp 

7th November, 1935. 

[3ear Guru, 

! was relieved to hear that you were better. I had heard dis¬ 
quieting news about your tllbcssi and we were all most anxious about 
your With. 

1 wish it bad been possible for you lo attend the meeting of the 
Court and Convocation of Mmlim University, Aligarh, on the 17th 
and ISth instant. Dr. Ziauddin Will make special eiforts to invite 
you there, and 1 have no doubt that if your health pcrmiis, you will 
gratify the wish and desire of thousands of your admirers, friends 
and worshippers. 

We ought td make the nm visit of His Higbhesi a unique 
tucciaj, It inust be the year Of Wa Gdlden JubU^, Attd if Hft could 
Triiit a few p]ac4Si Such al9 Lahorti, Atr^rb, Allahabad, Calces and 
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Kfirachi, it will infuse Qcw life into our work* t am going lo Delhi 
on the 19ih, and will have a chat with Zafrullah about it. 

The first draft of the book ii nearly ready, but I will have to 
revise it after my return from Delhi. Messrs Macmillan will have the 
MSS by the first week oflanuary- It has involved treroendoua strain, 
and r have had to work continuously in my chair from 8 A.M. till 
lOP.M. 

With kindest and sinceiest regards. 

1 remain, 

Ever yours, 

Shafaat. 

A comprthenBive review of Indian Muslim politics and policy in 
India and abroad is a vital necessity. I fcci, however, that if U is 
published, it will have a profound effect on Muslim India as Muslims 
will be exposed to the dangers of isolation and provincialism, after 
the introduction of provincial autonomy, and will lack that AIMndsa 

feeling of Muslim aolidariiy and unity which inspired all of us for 

four long years— 1930-1933, it was a wonderful exumple of Muslim 
unity in London, and unless wc keep this ideal constantly in view 
and have a general policy and a common ideal which arc at once 
practicable and inspiraiional. we shall all involve ourselves in the 
internecine struggle for power, ministerships, jobs and leadership. 
The Muslim Conference programme has been exhausted. It is empty 
of contents. I have been scratching my forehead for the last two 
years in a vain search for a new programme for Muslim India, but am 
tike a blind man groping in the dark. You ahne can do it. It will 
serve as a beacon light to all of us. 


4 Q 3 55, Rue Scheffer. XVII 

Paris. 

17th November, 1935. 

My dear Sir Fa^li, 

Very many thanks for your interesting letter of 5th November. 

I am indeed aony lo hear that you have not been well, and I do 
hope that a good rest will rcitorc your health and energy. 
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My wife and I reach India on lOth Januaryp and we go to Delhi 
Ihe end of that Tsonth or early in February for about ten days^ We 
will probably ipend four or five days at the Vrocroy's and four or five 
at Maidens. 1 look forward to seeing you and discussing all our 
problems fully then. 

My wife sends her beat remembrances to your wife and to your 

■■ 

goodself. 

All good wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Aga Khan 


404. 31* Stanley Road, 

Allahabad, 

* 21st November, 1935. 

My dear Gum* 

(1) 1 learnt from Sloan in Delhi on the 19th that Shadi Lai was 
Ifying for Chief Justiceship of Federal Court, Of course, he won't . 
get it. But then he may be prepared to accept Puisne Judgeship of 
the Federal Court. 

(2) Niamatullah Informed me last night that he is trying to 
become Chief Justice of Kashmir. There is some foundation for this 
rumour, says Niamatullah, J. 

I hope you are all right. 

Shafaat Ahmad Khan 

My book is finished. I will despatch it by Xmas to London to 
be printed there. 


405, New Delhi, 

25th November, 1935. 

Member of Council for Education! 

Health A Lands. 

India. 

Personal 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

Many thanks for your very appreciative letter of the 21sL 1 am 
glad you liked my address; H. £. also spoke to very generous terms 
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of it. 1 5 h«ll oertj^fftijr »pe*fc to fcim *» ytwj sug*ftsf»^. ! iiave 
d«ttbt», liaivtvcrp comt ^ 4*. You kw*w iht 

mftajks. 

Atigarli, liowcver, seems to be iwovetini its eewd the 

boys bchftved tplcodidly while I wbs thcfc. 

Azim came to tea one day- He i> a nice boy and I grealljf Uked 
bit alert curiosity. Cambridge seems to have done him a tot of good. 
He will do you credit in the I. C. S. if, at 1 hope, he gets in. this « 

■f 

ntH 

It i* ail right about the porttait^ the dimesions of it do not matter 
much. 


With best wishes, 


Yours very Bincerely, 
G. S. Bajpfti 


Reserve Bank of Indja* 

Central OfGcea 
Calcutta. 

27th November. 1935. 

My dear Mian Sahib. 

Thanks for yours of the 24th. 1 am glad you are better now. 
Noy Mutaffar has not written to me about your health, As a matter 
of fact I have not beard from him at ail for over 6 weeks now. 
Apparently he must be preoccupied with Council work. I wonder 
why he enquired from Col. Harper Nelson about your health instead 
of making enquiries from you direct, unless you asked him to do so 
or the enquiry was made in your presence. 

I am glad Arshad has reiuroed homo safely, T CKplaincd the 
position at length to his father when wo met in Lahore somcUrae ago. 
Personally I think the chances of getting to the top are very remote 
and will become still more remote if the posu of local Managers art 
declared as Central posts. There Is a possiWbty of these post* being 
filled later by persons already serving in trthtr banks English 
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btuk t>r the !itiperial Bank da a five oi more years toatrtet. How¬ 
ever if bis father and you consider that it would be worth-whHe 
taking a chance 1 will do all I can to bdp Win. He wfti of course 
have m begis at tbc loweit rung of the ladder which to a young man 
of his attainments might strike as incongruous, 

With kind and mapeotful fegara*. 

Yours sisccrdyi 
Sikander Hyat 


#67. *111^6 T* 

J:! 

jjj i/'l - ^ tiaJUe S iXi- 

JJI cA) jY "^ jJjr^ ^ 

11 v' 

jfi t-w 4^.^ ^ yT ^ ^ ^ r 

X J>4 ir-^ J'-s jS^ v' yT 

jT *^b k -A" 2 y^ -dJ y X i- 

^3LJIj , S'i_U bj Jia yT ii' XT 

iJjlj isjj^ 

lT V 


408, 31, Stanley Road. 

Allahabad. 

30lli November^ 1935. 

Dear Guru, 

I do hope you arc all right now, Altutiabad is so very far 
from Lahore, but it has been our earnest wish that you and sister wilt 
honour our little but here with your presence. 

I met Azim in Delhi. The boy is briiliant, and will go far I 
still mount the death of your younger ton at Gambridge. He was 
the plume of tha family, but Akim has the tnakikij of a very fine 
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adiDinisuator, A middle dais youth cannot enter poHttoe at the 
•tart of his career, and if be gets into the I. C So as I hope and 
believe he wiU* be will make bis roark^ 

I have just received a letter from Aga KhaiL He is ■n'ivjng neat 
month. 

Could we not utilise his visitt which fortunately, will be a com- 
paratively prolonged one, by asking him to preside over the All-India 
Muslim Conference next March 7 He gave us a lead on Decemberi 
31st, 1928 in relb). Could we not start a new page next year and 
evolve a federal programme for our community 7 Unless some sort of 
lead is given, we shall be smothered up by provincialism, and our 
political entity will be lost. The Muslim League may continue to 
exist, as Jionah would like to keep It intact, and no occasion should 
be provided which is likely to create friciion between the two bodies, 
but there is no reason why His Highness should not preside over meet¬ 
ings of both the League and the Conference, which may be held on 
the same date, in Delhi, next March. 

. We can make this the largest concourse of Muslim India during 
the last seven years. 

Shah Daudt came here for a few hours, and then went to Delhi. 
His ideas arc muddled, but he is prepared to work, and it would be a 
good thing if he could be utilised for propaganda work. He is a 
brilliant propagandist. 1 asked him to see you in Lahore, He went 
as far as Delhi. 

The book is giving me considerable trouble. The revision is 
nearly half done. But it is not revision, it is reconstruction. 

Yours affectionately, 
Shafaat 


409, Reserve Bank of India, 

Central Office, 

Calcutta. 

7th December, 1935. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

Please forgive me for a typewritten tetter as I am awfully busy. 
I am glad to learn that your health Is no longer giving you and your 
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fricDds any cause for aojiiety. I was delighted to learn front Dr. 
Bahman that you are looking ever so much better. 

1 am also glad that you have got rid of your pessimistic mood 
and are now prepared to come out and lead Che province once again. 
TbU is as it should be and T wish you every success. 

I have today received juforniotion from Lahore regarding your 
proposal to pursuadc the Muslim members of the Cabinet to proceed 
on leave. IfFiroz bad accepted similar advice early in the year 
Punjab would have fared mucit better and probably escaped much of 
the anxiety and trouble which unfortunately the Province had to face 
during the past few months, 

I will try to come over to Lahore for a couple of days during the 
Christmas holidays with a view to talk things over with you. 

Trusting that tliis will find you and yours quite well and flourish¬ 
ing. 

With kindest regards^ 

Yours very sincerely, 
Sikander Hyat 

Mian Sir Fazl-t-Husaini 
K. C.S.L, K.CLH., Rt,, etc., 

Empress Road. 

Lahore. 


410, 39, Empress Road. 

Lahore. 

9th December, 1935, 

My dear Sikandar, 

I am most grateful to you for yours of the 7th, though your 
assumptions are not well-founded, and your views I find I cannot 
subscribe to. The sad occurrence at Lahore on the 30th November 
and afterwards upset me to ibe extent that I attempted to commit 
suicide, but Providence sent you to save me from myself. After a 
few days the acuteness of feeling subsided, and I began to feel un¬ 
happy over my offer, realising that however Willing the soul may be, 
the body was most obdurate and hopeless. While in tbti predica- 
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menu i Wanted to go to my llt'O fi^ends ml withdraw my isStu but « 
secue of falfie nh^mt atood in the way; It was at tliis junebm that 
your letter came and released me from all reaponeibiiky. 

So you see this matter all, and there is ao reason for yon to 
come over to Lahore for it. But if you came to the Punjab during 
XmaSi 1 will, as always, be delighted to see you and hear you. 

With best wishes and lots and lots of thanks fdf rtith htlpftil 
intercession, 

i rema in » 
Yota siHceiriy, 
Fazl-i-Husain 

4 ^ 1 ^ Reserve Bank o^ India, 

Central Office, 

Calcutta. 

13th December, tWS, 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

Yours of the 9th just received* It was inadvertently addressed to 
Lahore and from there went to Bombay and eventually arrived here 
tO'^ay. Many thanks for your letter though 1 confess that I have not 
been able to understand it. It however indicates that your heaUb” 
thank God—is much better now, as the enigmatic style in which it is 
couched is reminiscent of your early and vigorous days of health and 
optimism* 

If my letter has in any way helped you to take a decision bfcnefl- 
clat to yourself and the Province, it would naturally be gratifying. 
If on the other hand it has debarred you from doing what was nght 
for the country and the province* merely because of worldly ties and 
consideration for the fcclingi of the present Ministers, however 
misguided they may have been* then 1 wish I had not written it* 1 
will try to convince you if f came to Lahore, awd provided yaU are 
good enough to elucidate your letter to enable me to understand it* 
J ooi^iii unfortiHiate poftition of not knowing wheihec I have dnoc 
amneHiiDg good or wrong, 

1 trust this will find you aU quite ht. 

With kind and rtspedful regards^ 

Yours sincerely, 
Sikander Uyat 




4jth TfleptMi, 

2?th. December, 1935, 

DLT LA 101 CANNES28mC40 DLT31RFAZLI HUSEDN 
LAHORE LEAVING NOW FOR INDIA WILL f SEE YOU DELHI 
EARLY FEBRUARY THREE IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 
NAMELY FUTURE OF ALIGARH MOSLEM POLICY IN PRO- 
VINCES AND FOR GENERAL UPLIFT NEED SERIOUS CON¬ 
SULTATION BETWEEN US HAPPY NEW YEAR—AGAKHAN 


413, TflearMD, 

Ut Jaotiafy. 1936, 

O HC BOMBAY H 11-25 SIR FAZLI HOSAIN LAHORE 
THOUSAND THANKS DO SO HOPE WE MEET AT DELHI 
FEBRUARY DO COME WIFE SENDS SAL AMS TO YOU 
BOTll-AGAKHAN 


414* Mount Pleasuat Road* 

Malabaf Hill, 

Bombay, 

Sth January, 1936* 

My dear Fazli Hussein, 

At the mceitng of the Council of the All India Moslem League, 
it was the unanimous wish of everyone that you should be asked to 
pr^sidjs over the neat Session of the League* As soon as f suggested 
your napic it was cordially welcomed, Wc tried in Delhr to get in 
toifcti with you, but it was not possible; hence the Councif thought 
that it should be left to me lo gel your acccplauce, but as we were 
not *urc whether you will accept it naturally other names were also 
mentioned. 

I do not know what your views are as to whether you would 
consent to preside or not but I along with many others foel tiiai at 
this momcDt no one can give a berter lead to th<( Mussalmitufs of India 
than yourself. Of course, it will be a great hooutir to the Laagt^e- to^ 
have- jiou- to preside over our deUberutionSt and.: If ap| conrHieDt 
ypu will be welcomed uni venal ly and i truat that yots wijh a^pt the 
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call at this moment* I think that you can render the greatest service 
at this moment and add to your laurels* and 1 am very anxious 
that you ihould give me your authority to announce your name. We 
Want a man of your calibre and experience, and nobody can well, at 
thiii critical moment as far as I can see, perform that duty and render 
that service to the community as you would be able to. I am afraid 
I have perhaps not expressed adequately how strongly I feel that youf 
presence is necessary mainly and solely in the interests of the com- 
munitv, but 1 hope you will underistand, and if you can, do send me 
a wire accepting it Your refusal will be the greatest misfortune and 
a terrible disappointment to me personally. 

Hoping you arc keeping welt 
With kindest regards. 

Yours sincerely. 
M. A, Jinnah 

Sir FazU Hussein, Kt., 

Lahore. 

P.S. 

The Session is fixed for 11th & 12th April, 36 at Bombay. 


Private Si Personal. 

415 . New Delhi, 

7th January, 1936. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

I have been practically constantly on the move ever since the 4tli 
of December and returned to Delhi in the hope of settling down for 
the rest of the season only last Saturday. This accounts for the delay 
in sending you New Year greetings, as also an acknowledgraciit of 
the portrait that you have kindly seoL- It is a very good one, if I 
may say so, and will be an acquisition to ihe Portrait Gallery of the 
new Agricultural Research Institute. 

There is not very much in the way of news. The Willingdou 
whom 1 saw in Calcutta are naturally sad at their repidly approaching 
departure, she perhaps more than he. They have been, both of them, 
very good to me socially during my term of office as temporary, 
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Mernbcr and he has nsorr th^n once hinted tegret at the past, 1 
suppose [U this not very generous world one has to be grateful even 
for such small mercies, I have enjoyed my time as Acting Member, 
Though strenuous, it has been very interesting and one has had 
opportunities to suggest things to Departments other than one's own. 
From Chaudhri Sahib I have had the most cordial consideration and 
valuable help—debts which* I fear, I shall never be able to repay but 
for which T shall always remain most gTateful. 

When 1 was in Bikaner before Christmas, the Maharaja made me 
a very tempting offer to become hJs Prime Minister* Being a cautious 
man 1 made no definite answer, but asked for time to consider it* 
Will you. like the good and gracious friend you always have been, 
give me your candid advice ? Unless the unexpected happens there 
is not very much, except, of course, security, to look forward to here* 
Entry into State service, apart from pecuniary advantage, does offer 
the prospect of political advancement, if Federation should materi¬ 
alise. On the other hand, there are all the uncertainties and caprice 
of personal rule to reckon with in a State. T should have very much 
liked to talk this over personally with you in Lahore, but, as junior 
Member, I am tied down to Delhi in order to make the conciliar 
quorum and, after handing over to Kunwar Sahib in a couple of days, 
will become immobilised even more for other reasons, I hope, there¬ 
fore you will not consider it an infliction to send me your advice by 
letter. 

With the best of wishes for 1936, in which ray wife and family 
join, to all of you, 

1 ftftl 

Yours sincerely, 
G, S, Bajpai 


416, 31, Stanley Road, 

Allahabad. 

8th January, J936, 

My dear Gum, 

I was delighted to receive your letter. I hope and pray that God 
Almighty give yousaffleient energy to give us a lead on the basic 
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l^riacjples of Musliin policy 9 X\d programme duLring tbe next two years 
or so* If we survive the ordeal pf this peaoc|» we survive as a polit¬ 
ical fococ. I do hope you will consider the possibility of presiding 
over the Bombay session of tbe League. The journey is arduous# no 
doubts but ii not be done at a stretch, However., your health 
must be tho primary consideration and if tbere ie the slightest rUk, it 
ougbi not be exposed to strain. 

I bnve been chained to my desk for the lust six wcake. I thought 
the work was finished) but iis revision meant complete overhauling. 
It will be finished in about a fortnight. 

All of us ought to go to Delhi to pay our respects to Hla Htgliness, 
and the Conference should give us a lead on, the principles adum- 
braiad In your letter. 1 hope you wiK be able to g.ive a few hints to 
Syed Habeeb and Kbaa Bahadur Rahim Baksh, and we witi carry out 
the programme with mechanical precision. There seema to have been 
a stormy meeting of the Conference la Delhi* and Chhatari resignccL 

With the kindest and most aOectaonate regards. 

Ever yours sincerely, 
Shafaat 


417. Landes End, 

Bombay. 

14tb January, 19J6. 

My dear Sir Fazli. 

Mahy thanks for all yours. 

I will cut out the portions that refer to the Army and 1 will also 
tone dQWa the early portion of the paper so that we should not show 
(oo much of our hand to the public. ' 

Now about the various matters of immediaie concern. I beg of 
you if you can come to the Bombay meeting of the League to do so. 
April will be easy by sea from Karachi. It will be cool tn Bombay and 
my house herCj Land’s End, surrouded by the sea is at yourj disposal, 
atm all my servania who will look after you. But if that be imposaiblo 
then let us have the League meeting somewhere that you can go to. 
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But I feet you rtmti tnd give i lead. It ii moat important 
DOW that At laet you are a free man to $ay what you think, that the 
platform should be ready and the League meeting ii the place—- 

Now about Aligarh. It is all very weft that 4m have got it in true 
Syed Ahmad's ideas once tnc^. But this is not enough uttiess we can 
do something to put it in a better situation than it was before the 
other crowd gave ft up then indeed we wiU in the long run lose the 
U,P, Moslem youth. I have never looked upon Aligarh or U.P. as 
the leadership of Islam but I do understand here with its geographical 
position midway between Pakestan and Bengal how important it is 
that the Congress should not capture our "‘Centre'*. Now for this I 
propose to follow your suggestion and go once lo Aligarh from 6 to 7 
February, talk thiugs over with the people on the spot and then come 
to Delhi. I propose if it is convenient to you to be at Delhi from the 
8 to 15 February and then go to Calcutta or Lucknow and go to Ram- 
pur for the Education Conference from 21 to 22nd February. Do, do 
please come to Delhi. I feci it is only by intensive co-operation 
through the exchange of ideas yearly that our school of thought can 
survive. Now please let me know if the atSove dates 8 to 15 February 
at Delhi will suit you ? ? ? I do hope. So far I don't see how I can 
get any other dates. Besides all the Leg. will then be sitting and 
we can get our ideas more easily propagated. As to the ‘'policy" 
which I am delighted has your approval and of which I shall get a 
fairer copy more coned down and not so brutally [ ? J frank and open. 
I will bring a copy and then wc can together at Delhi make up a line 
of advance for our ideas. Do, do write and tell me soons, very soon. 

(1) Will you be at Delhi from say about 8th to 15 ? 

(2) Any chance of your coming to Aligarh for tfre 6tti or 7t]i ? 

(3) Will you preside at the League meeting if it is held at a place 
marc convement than Bombay ? Will you come to Bombay 
by sea 7 ? from Karachi. 

Your old frieud, 
Aga Khm 
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41 a, 21 January, 

0 OF BOMBAY N 27*54 SIR FAZLI HOSAIN EMPRESS 
ROAD, LAHORE. 

MANY THANKS LETFER 24 ENTIRELY AGREE WITH 
ALL STATEMENTS THEREIN PLEASE SEND ME WITHOUT 
FAIL POINTS AS PROMISED ALSO I AGREE TO PERHAPS 
MEETING OPPOSITION IF WE HAVE FORMULA WJLL BE 
DELHI THIRTEENTH TO EIGHTEENTH GOING KARACHI 
BUT ALL LETTERS PLEASE ADDRESS LANDS END 
BOMBAY. 

AG A KHAN 


419 , 31, Stanley Road, 

Allahabad, 

22nd January, 1936, 

My dear Guru, 

Herewith the draft, with a few verbal atnefidraeflU. H secras an 
eminently practical and feasible programme, and includes within its 
purview practically all the stake-holders as well as the masses. While 
it may be necessary to keep the creed as comprehensive as possible 
and adopt a flexible and elastic phraseology, here and there a little 
crystallisation may be necessary, particularly in the concludmg 
paragraph. 

I hope your health is now much better. It is an earnest prayer 
that you be restored to complete health in order that you may lead 
our community and country into the right path. 

The book is still keeping me glued to my desk. The Introduction 
will be finished tomorrow. This will be the last part of lUe work, i 
expect to despatch it to England next Saturday week. The revision 
look longer than original composition. It is not so much an aajiysit 
of the new constitution as a survey of Indian politics smee 1919, 

With kindest and most affectionate regards, 

Ever yours sincerely, 
Shafaat 

Zafrulla spent only hours 
here last Sunday. 
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420. Rohuk, 

22nd January, 1936. 

Dear Mian Sahibt 

I have gone tbroagh the draft lo kindly sent by you- I have not 
had sufficient time to study the whole draft with the care and atten'- 
tion which it dcaerves. Yon have asked me to return the draft by the 
23rd, instance, Tf you had not wanted it back on the 23rd for some 
good reasons you would not have given me that direction. Therefo're 
I am sending it back immediately and am making special arrange¬ 
ments to have It posted by to-night's Express. This leaves me 
inadequate time to study the draft. However f am making a few 
comments which have occurred to me during the time which I have 
had to peruse it :— 

There are two parts of the creed. The flril may by described as 
negative and the second as positive. So far as the positive part of the 
creed is concerned I am at one with you. But 1 should like lo add 
two more items to this part; one relating to the attitude of the Party 
towards the Punjab Alienation of Land Act and the other to the 
Resolution of 1919 bearing on the share of various classevin the public 
service. The Alienation of Land Act did figure in our creed of 1924. 
A reference to the Resolution of 1919 was incorporated into a draft 
which 1 Toade a year or so ago and which you approved. 

A little re-arrangement and further spUtting up of some of the 
items of the creed may be made with advantage. However it is a 
mattci of detail. With regard to the Resolution of 1919 it is a matter 
for consideration whether a reference should be made to it or a mere 
statement that all classes should have a fair representation in the 
prcmancni service will be sufficient. 

So far as the negative part of the creed is concerned 1 am a little 
doubtful whether Ahrars and the extremists of the Congress need be 
mentioned specifically. 1 am even more doubtful of the expression "talk 
of independence of India". The rest i* all right. A lUlle re-arrauge- 
ment of words will have to be effected here and there. 

I am enclosing herewith a draft of the programme etc. of the 
Party which wai attempted at the time when negotmtions with Sikhs 
were in progress. When you arc chatting out the programme of the 
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P>rty this drift will place before you various iteras from which you 

may make a selection. I will add one more item to this programme, 

i.e,, a survey of the mineral resources of the province.^ 

I am coming to Lahore for the 25th, and can come to see you 

between'4 and 5 if you happen to’be free, I will find this*out over the 

phone after mv arrival at Lahore. ’ 

, .v ' Yours sincerely^ 

Cbhotu Ram 

(1 . No good. Centre Subject) 

Note by FaiH'Husain. 


421. 


3, Durand Road* Lahorti 
23rd January^ 1936. 


Dear Fazl-i-Husaain, 

Your note of 21st with u copy of the draft* Creed of the National 

‘ r t ^ t* i .1 ^ ■ i 

Unionist Party, Part 1 of the Creedi which is meant to distinguish 
the Nationalist Unionist Party from other ' Partteii states the policy 
rather than the creed or objects of the Party, and therefore, should be 

, , ,. ■ ■ i t i*' 

omitted; us it goes without saying that the Party ^shaU do its best to 
e^ure its aims and objects and to oppose everything that is InconsiS’ 
tent with or against its creed and policy. Therefore^ 1 consider it 
both unnecessary and impolitic to retain'any of the five paragraphs of 
Part 1. 


As to Part 11 of the draft, 1 have redrafted it a tittle bit briefly 
but 'anthout omittiogt I think, Anything 6f iinportanvC or suVtnnce, 
subject* of course, to "such' additions and alterations a* you or any 
Ollier promoter of the National Unionist I*arly may deem'proper 

! f ^ 

to‘make. 

u Yours sincerely, 

Shahabuddin 


2. Oeed of the Party. 

The Creed of the Party is NationaHsm as distinguished from Scc- 
tarianiami' Communalism, Communism and Socialiim, 

Ob)e^ of the Pa^. 

The object* of the Party are 

1. ; to'develop halional self-respect lawfully and constitutionally; 

2, to provide equal facilities and opportudties to the backward 

- r. ■- I ■ : . - 'lir-*' ■ ■ ■ ' M • 
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ciass^ aiict areas ; 

I ^. i . fc L ■ % , - - " • * 

3. to promote and protect the iikterests of mawes ,wiHioiit undna 

encroachment on the interesti of cipitalitts, big landholders and 
moneyed people; ,, . * ? 

4. lo reconstnict and reorganiae ihoatfieultural and mdusLrial 

life of the Province economicany and commercinlly ; , lu 

, 5, to effect rural uplift by infusing the rral and enlightcoed 

spirit of village commuiiiiy and making evety village a unit of true 
social and national life j 

6. (i) to secure purity of administration and reduce its cost 

consisiemly with eflicieDCy; 

(ii) to diitiibule fairly nod equitably the burden of taxation 

(iii) to secure funds for promoting and developing beneficent 
activities: 

7. (i) to preserve and protect the religious culture and social 

integrity of each community ; 

(ii) to treat ail communities alike and to see that no com¬ 
munity dominates the other community i and 

(iii) to infuse the spirit of mutual goodwill, co-operation and 
toleration and thus to prevent the creatioHi and to settle 
amicably, wbeh created, all rejigioust communal or social 
difli^rences and dispute; 

i . . .1 , , 

8- to work out the Reforms, despite their being unsatisfactory 
and imperfect, and to make strenuous efforts lo obtain good results 

from them. ^ 

$, Din 


422. 6, KING EDWARD ROAD, 

NEW DELHI. 

23rd January, 1936. 

Dear Mian Sahib, 

Many thanks for your kind letter of the 21st and the enclosed 
draft of the National Unionist Party's creed. 



486 


1 have 00 piifticular comments to offer but 1 have no doubt that 
in the final drafting some of the clauses will be cipandcd and re¬ 
arranged, I think the draft covers everything that need be put forward 


in the creed. 

The election manifeato which will have to be issued on behalf ol 

the party when the provincial elections draw near will, of course^ have 

to go into some of tliesc matters in greater deuil. 

1 had a very interesting trip to Burma and returned to Delhi on 

the 20th. , 

Yours Sincerely, 

Zafrulla Khan 


^ 2 ^ Pind Dadan Khan, 

Ceimdl of State. 31st January, 1936. 

Dear Mian Sabibi 

I thank you vciy much for your kind letter dated 23rd JanuaD’ 
1936 and was extremely gUd to find that by the grace of God your 
health has permitted you to once again enter political life. I have 
no doubt that at this critical juncture this unhappy Province parti¬ 
cularly the Muslim community of Punjab very much need the leader¬ 
ship of a great administrator and statesmanlike yourse . may 
assure you that your efforte to bring a sliong and uniwd parly in the 
Punjab would be heartily welcome by the Musalmans in genera an 
educated class in particuiar. I am attaching herewith my own humble 
views on the tough draft regarding the creed of the National 
Unionist Party which yon have so kindly forwarded to me for my 
views. 

With kindest regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
Ghazanfar Ali, 

H.B. Mian Sir Fazl-i-HusaiUi 
Kt,* K.C,-l.E.s K.C.S.1,, 

39, Empress Road, 

Lahore, 
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424. Dad an Khftii* 

Council of Stale, 4ih February, 1936. 

Dear Mian Sahib, 

Thanks very much for your kind IcUcr dated lit February. I 
shall very gladly avail myself of the opporiuttity of discuteiag with 
you personally ceriaiii mailers concerning the subject matter of 
enclosures and for this purpose will reach Lahore sometime in the 
afternoon of the Slh instant by car, I shall phone up and fix up the 
time on my arrival in Lahore. 

I must confess that there seems great difficulty to define the 
definite principles to be embodied in the object of the party to keep 
out Euch members who may join the party just for their own selfish 
objects although may have no sympathy with the principles of the 
party. However, I give below my own humble opinion for your 
conRideralion though 1 again confess that I am not quite convinced 
whether they will serve the object in view and also how far they will 
make the party popular amongst the literate 

(1) The party believes that the present revenue system in the 
province puts greater strain on tenants and therefore would 
make an organized attempt to give substantial relief to them. 

(2) Although the party is convinced that the existence of Land 
Alienation Act has served as a great protection to the zamm- 

dar against those persons who have not made agriculture as 

their profession, y«t realizes that the real object which the ^ 
Land Alienation Act had in view cannot be served unless 
some legislation is introduced to give protection to the 
small holder against big landlord even if the latter belongs 
to the agriculturist class, 

party considers that an avowed distinction between rural 
and uiban interests is more artificial than real. Therefore 
the party would take definite steps to bridge over this 

cleavage. 

(4) The party looks upon with great concern the rapidly increas¬ 
ing unemployment amongst the educated classes and will 
take substantial steps to remove the same. The party further 


consider* ib« pretent educational system extremely defective 
and will try to IbofOtiiWy overhaul the same. 

(5) The party believes that the legislation so far undertaken by 
the Provincial Council to remove the indebtedness of the 
agriculturists in the Province is cxircmely inadequate and 
themforc would advocate a-policy of immediate ledemption 
from debt of the small landholders by inaugurating an 
extensive system of mortgage banks. 

(tiX The party believes that moncylcnding by private individuals 
except for special objects should be prohibited by legislation 
and some special protection should be provided to the banks 
for recovering of loans advanced by them to the agricuh 
turists for certain purposes. 

Besides the abovc-mcniioned. pdociples t am, of opinion that 
more importance should be aiiachwl to the method by which the 
party vrould put up candidates for election on its behalf. For 
instance, a small parliamentary election board should be constituted 
and any member who wants to stand on,the party ticket should sign 
a pledge laying down the following cooditions: - 

(a) That he will abide by the decision of the parliamentary 
board whether he should stand from a particular constitu¬ 
ency or not and in case the said board decides that he should 
not stand he should obey their verdict. 

(fr) He should sign a pledge that if elected he shall always vote 
as the party by a majority decides and where he considers 
the decision of the party against his con^icncc he shall 
simultaneously resign from the party as well as legislature. 

in conclusion 1 would fankly state that there is no one in this 
province who has better knowledge of the mentality of the leading 
men in this province and understands the psychology of masses than 
yourself. Therefore this must entirely be, left with you to decide 
what you consider wonJdJbc in iho heU.interests pf.-the patty and 1 
am afraid:! cannot makersny.valoahU contrihulion towards achieving 
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this object except to pray earae^ily and sjntcrely that God Ahuighiy 

may give you strength enough both to organize and fcad a strong 
and united party. 

Yours sincefOJy, 
Ghazanfar AJi 

As far as the general principles underlying this creed arc concern¬ 
ed I wholeheartedly endorse every word of it, but I doubt very 
much whether it would be wise or essential to piit five negatives in 
the beginniog of the creed. In my opinion it should be enough to 
explain the creed of the party without specifying to whom it is 
opposed and why it is opposed. Therefore 1 would suggest that the 
first paragraph under the head ‘'As distinguished from other parties*' 

should be altogether deleted. My reasons for this suggestion are as 
follows t-— 

1. 1 he objctcs attributed to different parties such as Ahrars, 
Congress^ Socialists and Conimunistii'aie merely tDlerences 
but are not contained in the creed of those parties, and 
therefore these may invite such hostile criticism which it 
would be impossible to rebut. 

2. It is bound to create a united opposition by those parties 
whose names are mentioned and the general public will 
consider that the National Unionist Party are the aggressors 
in launching an uncalled for attack on the other parties, 

3. What is contained in these five stanzas of the first part is 
repeated in the second part where the creed of the party is 
described because when we clearly state whrft wc stand for it 
becomes self-evident whni we arc opposed to. 

Lastly Kmay submit that the objects of the party are couched in 
such, wide and ail-embracing terms that every body whether he 
believes* in the principles laid down in this creed or not will come 
forward'fo sign this creed and-stand on the-party ticket with the 
result that it will be most impossible to decide whom to nominate on 
behalf of the party from any particular constituency. What would 
really happen is that like the so-called Election Board of the Muslim 
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CoDrerenoe the party wj]] oomiaate on its bebaJf all tbe opposing 
members from each conttiiuency. On the other hand if the intention 
is to leave the members free to fight etection with their own private 
influence and to join this party after they have been returned, with 
my experience of the Independent party in the Assembly I am sure it 
would be impossible to maintain any discipline in the party or to 
keep the memben under control. Therefore 1 am of opinion that 
the creed should be defined more definitely and there should be two 
or three definite principles upon which it should be based. 

Ghazanfar Ali 
Member Council of Stale. 

425, 39, Empress Road, 

Lahore. 

9th February, 1936, 

Dear Syed Habibr 

Your No: 401, dated the 9ih Februaryi 1936. 

Since last June or July you have lost faith in my opinion and 
have followed the course whieh you said, the circumstances of your 
case necessitated. Whenever you i^nsulted mci I gave you my frank 
opinion, though repeatedly you preferred to follow your own. Now 
you mUmatc to me that to escape what you call public criticism you 
have decided to court imprisonment, I can only express regret at 
your decision and repreat once more that you are acting wrongly. 

Yours sincerely, 
FazM'Uusain 


426, Ifitb Februaryi 1936, 

O HF BOMBAY H 10 35 SIR FAZLl HOSAIN EMPRESS 
ROAD LAHORE*WILL IT BE POSSIBLE FOR YOU COME 
DELHI DURING MY STAY AM REACHING THIRTEENTH 
LEAVING NINETEENTH HOPE HEALTH WELL EXPECTING 
FIND NOTES PROMISED ALSO FOR GU1DANC£ = AGA 
KHAN, 



49\ 


The DalJy ^‘Siyast'V 
Lahore. 

427. lOth February* 1336* 

My dear Sir Mian Sahib, 

I have received your letter dated the 9th instant. You could not 
have wounded me more severely with a whip than you did by saying 
in your letter under reference that 1 had lost faith la your opinion. 
If it were so. I would not have at considerable expense and trouble 
(which I could hardly bear) tried to turn the movement into reason¬ 
able channels by talcing trips to Alipur, My efforts were frustrated 
by gcQilemcn of your own party tike Mir Maqbul Mahtnood. 

The present unfortunate movement is the direct result of Amritsar 
Conference. The people wanted a programme and not a Conference- 
1 can not remain idle. Please do not judge me by your happy 
position. If I do not take some action I shall not be able, in future, 
to be of any use to my friends or lo my community. I can smash the 
movement but, under the circumstances, I do not feel that. I should 
take the risk of the reaction against myself which is sure to follow. 

I may go to jail today or tomorrow. Please believe me wherever 
I am 1 shall pray for your bealih and success. 

Yours sincerely. 
Syed Habib 

Khan Bahadur Dr. Sir 

Itdian Faz-l-i^Husain. fCt*. K.C.S.Iii K.C.LF., 

39 Empress Road. 

Lahore. 


Piivatc A CoofldentJal 

428, 29. Ballygunge Park, 

CalcutU* 

15th February, 1936, 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

Ahmad Yar ’phoned to me on Sunday last and told me that a 
note bad appeared, recently, in the ^Hindu fhtair, which you con¬ 
sider to be mitlcading and likely to be misconstrued and that you 
desired an early contradiction to be published. As 1 had not teen 



the articlet 1 suggested that he should asIc you to dictate the wordiug 
of the contradiction und send it to me together with the offending 
article. T have to-day received a letter from hiio saying that you do 
not want any contradiction from Nawab Khan oi myself 

but want one only from Ahmad Yar. Since he has not mentioned the 
reason for this modification of your previous proposals and I have 
still not seen the offending article, 1 am at a loss to understand why 
the contradiciion, if it is considered expedient or necessary, should 
come from Ahmad Yax alone. If the note is objcciionable and is 
likely to create an erroneous impression, surely the contradiction 
should be in the name of all those whose names have been dragged in. 
Contradiction by only one of the persons named might conceivably 
piovidb occasion for further unjustified and false deductions and 
conclusions- However, you are in a better position to judge, and if 
you deem it necessary or expedient that a contradiction should be 
published, kindly dictate it and hand k over to Ahmad Yar for com¬ 
munication to me or, if it cannot brook any further delay, to 
press. Personally, i think it would be far more graceful, and effeo- 
live, if a sUlcmenl to the press emanated from you on somewhat 
following lines:— 


*‘1 have decided, provided my health permits, to enter 
public life again with a view to help in the working of the new 
Constitution, and to make the best of use of it (in spite of Us 
limitations) for furthering the interests of my country and the 


province of my birth. Attempts have been nude, and may 
continue to be made, by interested and short-sighted persons 
to create bad blood between the various communities and 
even among the members or sections of the same commuml^. 
So far as 1 aim concerned, I do not propose to work for any 
sectional or communal combination. It has been stated in 
some quarters that 1 was inslrumentol in arranging for 
translation of Sikander Hyat from provincial politics to the 
Reserve BankI This is a palpably,faise alle^tioii.^ Bqually 
incbrrcci is the* assertion that l am opposed to hia return *to 
the Punjab!' I sHall be only too glad to hive him back; and 
if t find ihat'hiy health doc3 not’pefmit me to undertake'the 
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talk sfD^e-haji4ed, I haw p better .j^dpor (p «s^n 
flte. I wijl, in tbai .cv*iit» do my,be4t to persuade him, in 
the intereistt of the province, to rellnq^’^b his present impor* 
Uni and lucrative job. The sttay rumours and notes in the 
press,—fio doubt set afloat of inspired by mischief-mongers 
for selfish motives—that Sikaoder or his friends well wt up 
a rival party against me or that I would oppose him are too 
fantastic to need any commCEit or contradiction. There ha^s 
ncicr been any question of rivalry between us and I .cap 
speak both for Sikandcr and myself tbpt there can be none 
in future either.*' 

■4 

I am confident that a statement from you on the above lines wUt 
be most effective and, if I may say so. useful. It would, for one 
thing, choke off mischief-mongers and at the same time set ^ rest 
any doubts which may be entertained by friends or foes. 

I am asking Ahmad Yar to see you and request for the form m 
which you desire the contradiction should be published. Personally, 
I 'wBuId eimcitly request you to give full consideration to my 
suggestion for a statement from you on the lines I have suggested, 
ft would,' I am sure, stop all mischief once for all and will, 1 am 

, f * 

confident, bo appreciated by friends. 

I hope you are well and not ovcr-exerting yourself. look 

■ ■’■ " 
after yourself. 

With kind and respectful regards, 

Voure sincerely, 

■■ ■ I 

Sikandc^ ];lya.t 




My dear Mian Sahib, 

1 • Jl| - ^ 1 “E aLi 1 


29$ Ballygunge Park, 
Calcutta. 

27th February, l?36. 


Your| or.thc 23rd Feljruary, Msny »h»nk», I confCM I am sorely 
diMppoiWed wSii your reply, I, do not for a moineat doubt the 
al'iroiitic motive,, which hive setuated you to do all that you have 
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done and are doing for Ibc aalce of the cominuniiy and the pfovloce; 
my request for a statement from yon was prompted by a desire to 
choke off mischievous propaganda* and to allay any doubts or mis¬ 
givings which might be entertained by friends* and I can think of no 
better way of achieving this than an authoritative atatement from you* 
You are no doubt aware that during the couric of the past 9 or 10 
months I have issued about half a dozen statements to the press but 
apparently they have not had the desired effect; may be because mis¬ 
chief-mongers have been busy in spreading rumours that you arc not 
friendly towards me. In the circumstances I considered that a state- 
ment from you would perhaps be more efficacious in setting at rest 
unfounded and mischievous rumours circulated by shortsighted self- 
seekm. In making my suggestion 1 was not unmindful of the 

possibility of yonr statement causing resentmeiil among a section of 

Muslims (referred to above) Who may be relying on the ° 

tumours set afloat by them to further their own selfish ends; but at 
Ibe same time I was confident that you would not allow such petty 

considemions to prevail, or influence you. one way or the other, in 

view of the importance of the issues involved and m the larger 
interests of the Province which you have at heart. However, since 
you seem to have arrived at the conclusion-much against my ea- 
peetation-that it would not be desirable for you to issue a statement, 
it is perhaps useless for me to press you further, although J still 
adhere to the view that the course I suggested is the only effccuve way 
of countering the mischievous propaganda and intrigue which unfor¬ 
tunately seems to be flourishing in the Punjab. In the interns of 

the Province ifnot for your own (which, of course, you would not 

dve even a moment’s thought) and your friends’ sake, amoDgSl 
whom I count myself,—I hope I am not presumptuous in doing so- 
1 beseech you to reconsider, sympathetically, my request. 

In fairness to Ahmad Yar I should like to remove the impression 
-which I gather from your letter you seem to have formcd-lhat he 
was saying one thing to you and something quite different to me. e 
has all along been in favour of issuing a contradiction. What puaalad 
him and me were your subscqueot iostruclions that he ateos nred 
send in a contradiction and that you did not wish Nawab Muaafi'ar 
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Khan or myself to refute the allegation*. I muft <^afs5ii that T am 
sitll at a loss to uoderitand why if a contradiction if neccasary it 
should come from Ahmad Yaf alone and not from all of us. I 
mentioned this point in my previous letter also but you seem to have 
overlooked it in answering my letter, so 1 am no wiser than I was 
when I wrote to you last* You have not mentioned anything about 
my second alternative, viz., that if a contradiction from us^ was 
necesaary you might dictate a slate meat and hand it to Ahmad Yar 
for publication, I shall be grateful if you would kindly apprise me 
of your wishes in the matter. 

Yes, I saw in the papers that you had been to Delhi, I hope your 

discussions with the various leaders were on the whole usefu an^ 

succeafful. I will go through the p^taphlti^Punjab Politics yo 
have sent me when I have a little leisure aod let you have my com¬ 
ments in due course. 

I hope your health contiaues to improve and you wilt not allow 

a let back by overworking younelf. 

With kind and respectful regards. 

Yours sincerelyi 
Sikander Hyat 
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An. 

t$th February I 1936. 

„,.My view is ibat the writer (of **Puiijab PoMtice") haa adopted 
a certain line of policy and foilowing that has come to certain conclu- 
1 UOOS wluch seem to be quite definite and dicisive. Taking that ai the 
basil I do 00 ^ think any talk on that question wilt be fruitful.... 

Youn sincerely, 
(Bhai] Parmanand 


432. Luddan, 

Multan, 

19th February, 1936. 

My dear Sir, 

I drafted a sUicment and sent it to Sir Sikandar as 1 also said 
something about him that he bad several times given assurances that 
be would be delighted to work under you and it was unfair that bis 
name should be dragged in this imaginary and mean cootfoversy. 

1 have just received his letter in which he informs me that my 
statsment was too lengthy and that you will advise me on the subject 
when 1 meet you. 

I have sitll a bad throat and cold and intend reaching Lahore on 
the 24th but if T am required earlier [ can come if desired any day, 

1 am really sorry T could not come to Delhi. 

With respects, 

Yours obediently, 
Ahmad Yar [DauUanaJ 


433. 

21sl Pebruary, 1936, 

Deal' Parmanafid, 

Yours of the 18th. 

Thanks awefuily for promising to send me your notes. I wifi be 
very glad to receive and study them carefully. The object of this 
pamphlet was not raising controversy but to see to what ejttent it h 
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possible to agree upon a programme of (he future. It of course It not ■ 
possible for every body to agree upon a programme, otherwise party^ 
government would have no significance^ You will no doubt agree 
with me that even if tliere are two parties and there is disagreement 
on a number of important pointa, still it is in the interest of both 
parties not to develop feelings of hatred and animosity against each 
other. If we disagree on .any other point and agree on thii, I will 
feel sati5ified. You very kindly promised to see me some day in 
Lahore. I will be delighted to have that opportunity, for I believe, 
you have confidence in your judgment and it is always a picture to 
meet someone who has confidence in his own knowledge and judg¬ 
ment. 


With best wishes, 


Yours sincerely, 
Fail-i-Husain 


434. dg, Jail Road, 

Lahore. 

22nd February, 1936, 

My dear Sir, 

I had to run to Lahore as Mr. Jinn ah wired to me. ( was better 
but have caught cold again. 

I am asking some Muslims to tea at 4 to talk to Mr. Jinnah> 

It shall bo my great honour and pleasure if you'can come for [a] 
few minutes to grace the function. 

Mr, Jinnah made inquiries yesterday on hiit arrival, but you did 
not return before his going to mosque. 

With respects, 

Yours obediently. 

^ Ahmad Yar 
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435. Durand Roadf 

Lahore. 

23rd February, 1936.. 

My dear Sir* 

Many thanks for your kind letter. 1 atn unable to understand 
it. 

The Party for today was arranged only yesterday at 6 after Mr. 
Jinnah had met the Sikhs and 1 could not ask you before. I felt that 
I was giving a very short notice but unfortunately T could not help 
it. 

Did I not mention the date. I had to write several letters and I 
should not have made any mistake as it was the first letter. 

1 informed Mr. Jinnah yesterday at Dinner that you had re¬ 
turned. 

I will meet you tomorrow at tea if not earlier. 

Sikandar has written to me a very long letter and you must have 
heard from him by now, 

I have to take your instructions on the subject of the statement 
which has unfortunately been delayed beyond desirable limit. 

Wilh*rc5pects* 

Yours obediently, 
Ahmad Yar Dauttana 


435. 39, Empress Road* 

Lahore. 

23rd February. 1935. 

My dear Sikattder, 

Yours of the 15ih Fcbniary, - 

1 am afraid, what you state has been eommuntcated to you by 
Ahmad Yar, at to my wishes and proposals, is <tuite different from 
the talk he and I had. As regards the Hitttlu HeraJd*s statetoent 
and suggestions, they were clear and defiaite* and it is not for me to 
desire ihtir coniradictioa, Oae of the mentioned, has already 
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contradicted it: whether Ahmad Yar should contradict er not» no 
doubt after consulting friends it is for him to decide. To me he 
expressed the view that the contradiction was ahsoltilely necessary* 
but if after consulting friends he feels otherwise, I will certainly not 

com plain. 

You wish me to issue a staiement that the reports in the public- 
press as lo the want of loyalty of sornc of the members of tny party 
arc tneorr^t, I have never pressed myself forward as Leader: I have 
never claimed to be in the exalted position of the leader who has any 
wonderful claim to the allegiance of alt those associated with bis work. 
In fact, it has been my desire to care more work than for personal 
advertisement, and even now what I aim nt, is that the right thoughts, 
principles and programmes to be formulated and executed, does not 
matter by whom! And the personal mailer should be only of 
secondary importance. 1 mean* nature being wuat it is, it is impossible 
for me to eradicate personal jealousy amongst my colleagues or 
amongst those who in the future will have to carry out our pro¬ 
gramme. My health no doubt, is better than it was but is not yet 
good enough for the great responsibility involved in organising a 
party in the Punjab. Those who are- opposed to the programme 
which is formulated for our party and approved by the party, will 
no doubt form the opposition: but then party-form of Government 
would be meaningless if there were no opposition. I went to Delhi 
as desired by H. H. the Agha Khan and bad five busy days there. I 
send in a separate cover half a dox. copies of a pamphlet— 
PMics^md should be glad to hear your comments on it. 

Yours sincerely* 
Fazl-j-Husaiu 


437. 

23rd February, 1936. 

I>ear Jinnah, 

1 saw it in the paper that you arrived on the morning of the 21st, 
and have been devoting yourself wbolc-heartedly to the work which 
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brought you here. From the papers it appears that some ilFatWised 
people try to give party or factionahcolour to the problem, eradica¬ 
tion of the papers so far as created by [? sic], Shahabud DJn told me 
tha the was thiDking of asking you to tea and for a private talk. In 
case, you feel there is anything I can contribute towards your solution 
of the problem, as 1 told you in Delhi, I wiU be very glad indeed to 
make it. 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-J-HusUin 


^38- Land’s End, 

Bombay, 

27th February, 1936. 

Persona] 

My dear Sir Fazli, 

r have sent (yeiterday) 7000 Rs. to Abdulla Haroon. This is 
for 6 mootfas to be spent but some 3 or 4 should be spent for a meet¬ 
ing of the Conference. It witi be fatal if there is no jplash by the 
Conference. 1 will give more when later required. 

Perhaps also you will send me a typed copy of the purely tenta> 

five and merely exploratory formula which you suggested might be 

shown “without prejudice'* to Congress leaders. If you do I will 

send it as from us wc 2 only to BhoTabhai Desai. It must be made 

dear that it Is only exploratory which 1 shall do. 

■■ 

I hope you are none the worse for your Delhi visit. 

Yours ever, 
Aga Khan 

P- S. 

Salempur if made President of the 
Conference meeting will give up bis 
so called “unity** party. 
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439. 6, King Edward Road, 

New Delhi. 

1st March, 193G, 

Dear Mian Sahib* 

Many Ihanks for your very kind leUer of the 25tb* 

I am very grateful to you for accepting my suggestion with regard 
to the tip to the servants. Nadirshaw says he will keep the money to 
the credit of your account till he is able to hand it over to you. 

Firoz's letter arrived two days earlier than yours, ^The matter is 
in train and I shall let you know if there are any further develop¬ 
ments. The present situation is as 1 described it in my last letter. 

1 have discussed with the Chief Commissioner the matter concern¬ 
ing the young man whose application you sent me. He does not 
hold out much hope at present, but he said he would look into the 
matter, and we shall talk of it again in a few days’ time after he Itas 
received information with regard to the situation on the N, W, R. 
The Agent would also be coming up about the middle of tbe mouth 
and I shall try to arrange something. 

A regards the new Portfolio, you will have noticed in the papers 
the reply that I gave. Briefly, it was to the efiFcct that active steps 
will be taken during the course of 1937 to set up a separate Portfolio 
of Communications, Noyce has told me that his position is that he 
docs not want a change during his time and, therefore, if a change 
has to be made it can only be made in April 1937. 

The Report of the Delimitation Committee will be released for 
publication on the 3rd, The Committee have recommended that 
the electorate for the University constituencies should consist 
of members of the Court or Senate and Graduates of 7 years’ 
standing. They have also accepted the Local Government’s pro¬ 
posal that Amritsar and Sialkot should have 3 Muslim seals each. 
Dilfering from the Local Government, they have recommended that 
the electorate foi the Trade Union seat in tlvo Punjab should consist 
of the members of the N. W. Railway Union alone. It is possible 
that the Government of India might recommend-ihat the electorale 
for the University scat should be ccntijted to members of the Senate 
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or Court and that Amritsar should have two Muslim seats and 
Sialkot, four. As regards the Trade Union seat, my own view is 
that the Committee's recommendation is suitable, but the Loeat 
Goveinment insist that all Trade Unions that comply with certain 
conditions should be included in the constituency, and as that is the 
view that comroends ii&clf to the 1, & L, Department heie, it 
appears that that view shall prevail and that the Local Government’s 
proposal will be given preference over the proposal of the Committee. 
Of course, no one can say what the decision of the Secretary of State 
may be on thcfic matters^ 

Sbafee Daoodi and Ahmad Harooii Jaffer arc both very anxious 
to have their disqualification removed in view of the approach of 
provincial elections. I am doing what t can and it is possible that 
someihing might be done in that direction. 

Ahmad Yar Khan came to see me last evCTiing and bad a long 
lalk with me. He said that he felt that j/ou did not trust him and 
that this grieved him very much. He says that he is anxious to work 
in full co-operation with you if you will give him the opportunity of 
doing so. He begged me to write to you and to request you to afford 
him the opportunity of working with you. He desired me to assure 
you that he has no other allegiances and no personal ambition for 
himself, so that he could give you entirely disinicrcaied service. His 
anxiety on that score was so great that [ was certainly impressed by 
tl. On the other hand, you arc always the first to recognise that one 
must work with the material that one has goL and I am, therefore, 
quite sure that you will make such use of him as may be feasible. He 
told me that he has alwaya felt very shy in your presence and he has 
had a great disadvantage in that respect as he has never been able to 
clearly explain his point of view and is, in consequence] often mis¬ 
understood. He said that he intended seeing you within a day or 
two and 1 suggest that you might put him at hla ease and have a 
frank talk with him. 1 hope I am not being impertinent in tuggest- 
ing’this. 

With kindest regards. 

Yours sincerely. 

Zafrulla 
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440. Land's End, 

Bombay. ^ 

4th March, 1936< 

My dear FtKli, 

Many thanks for yours. I entirely agree with you all you ^ay 
about the Moslem situation. Salempur is very anaious to be Presi^ 
dent of the coming Conference meeting. I think wc should give him 
a chance of returning to the true fold ! \ Do, unless you have strong 
reasons against him, put a word for him to Haroon St Co. 

Owing to the possibility of things get hot at Geneva not that 
the oil sanction is coming I have decided to go by the mail of the 9th 
March- So please telegraph me if you still want me to cable to Zetland 
about the High Commissionet or wjiclher it can wait till I get there. 

My address in England or France is always Hotel Riti Paris or 
Hotel Ritz London. 

Yours always, 
Aga Khan 

P. S. 

I am sending Ziauddin 1000 Rs. for his own private entertain¬ 
ment ezpcnses“Hydari was hero and had promised to help your 
political funds. More from Europe, 

Love 
A. K* 


6, King Edward Road, 

New Delhi. 

L2th March, 1936. 

Dear Mian Sahib, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 9th. 

As regards the money for the Dauf^i'-Jadfrd, on the whole I 
think, the whole of this amount should go to the paper. If you will 
•end for AsaduUah Khan and give him the money he will «e to its 
proper •ppUction. I have made interim arrangements for the 
rapport of the late Syed InamuLlah’s dependenii. and shall make 
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further efforts to get some ihing for tliem om of Hyderabad though I 
doubt whether I shall succeed. But this amount I think should go to 
the Daur^i‘Jad£ed, 

The London affair is being settled by P* & P. letters and' nothing 
further is^expected till the cad of the month. As soon as there is any 
further developmeai 1 shall let you know, 

Salubzada Faiz Mohyuddin's son need not come up lo Delhi, 1 
shall do what 1 can and as early as I cant though i am unable to say 
at present how soon that may be, 

Vour cousin migbi come and see me one Sunday' morningi if he 
can manage it. 

The B, B, & C, L are prepared to pay Rs. 3,500/* (the 
maximum permissible) to the heirs of Ishtiaq Ahmad Chishti* 

1 shall continue to pursue the matter of Shab Daudi and Haroon 
Ahmad Jafar. 

1 hope Ahmad Yar Khan will have a frank talk with you and come 
to some understanding to which he will keep. 

Yours V, sincerely, 

* hV _ 

ZafruJJa 


*^2. Reserve Bank of India, 

Central Ofl^ce, 

Calcutta. 

17ili March, 1936. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

Thanks for your iciicr which I duly received last week. I delayed 
my reply as T was not sure regarding the dates of my visit to Lahore, 
I now expect to be there for the 29th and 30th. As I would be 
going to Bombay shortly after my return from Lahore and may not 
be able to visit Punjab again for some lime 1 shall be grateful if you 
could sec your way to consider and conic to a definite deejsion regard* 
iog your future plan so that we may be able io ,discuss ^the,^various 
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aspects of the problem in tbe light of that decision and hot merely a$ 
ah accidental or hypothetical proposition, 

i hope this will hnd you and yours in the best of health and 
flouriahjog. 

With kindest regards and respecU« 

Yours sincerely^ 
Sikander Hayat 


443, 31- Stanley Road, 

PriTite Allahabad, 

21st March, 1936, 

My dear Guru, 

I was told yesterday by Dr. Wali Muhammad that K. C Roy 
informed him in 1931 that Sir B, L. MiUa had asked him (Roy) to 
see the Viceroy and inform him that I ought not to be appointed a 
member of the Public Service Comintssion as I was a rank communaU 
ist, Roy boasted to Wall Muhammad that it was his LDtervention 
which proved doctsivc and led to Dr, Hyder*a appointment. 1 am 
afraid the same arguments might be employed now, particularly by 
Sir Hassao Suhrawardy who must have enlisted the help of Sir N. N. 
Sircar and other Hindus. 

The only reply that can really be elective is that though I am, 
and have been a communalist, in actual practice s the administration 
of my department, not a single complaint of communallsm has, been 
urged against me during the last fificen years at Allahabad, T must 
(have] sent out 3,000 graduates so far. Of them, nearly 80 per cent 
are Hindus, No complaint has been made. The enitfc Stas' of my 
Dept, is and has been Hindu during the last fifteen years. No com< 
plaint of any kind has been made. Throughout the U. P., it is well 
know’n that in actual administration, no example of commuoalism has 
ever been adduced. 11 is one thing to be a communaiisi in political 
programme, and an entirely dincrent thing to be a partisan in the 
actual administralion. 
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^2) Tbe Governor of U. P, has written to me a letter informing 
me that he is hacking me strongly and has written to the GoverDineal 
of India. 

(3) I have coniistcDtly refused to canvass, sec, talk or discuss 
this matter with anyone in Delhi or at any other place. If you think 
it win do no harm, I can ask Craik or Viceroy to see me and per¬ 
sonally explain any points that he may like me to elucidate. 

YoiLfs sinoeiety, 
Shafaat Ahmad Kban 

444 ^ The Daily '*Siyasat'‘, Lahore. 

I St April. 1936. 

My dear Sir Mian Sahib. 

i am very giad to inform you that the policy of my paper has not 
changed from what it has been since 1928. In politics 1 have followed 
you and I still adhere to the school of thought that you represent. 

1 have never countenanced Civil Disobedience, and I am dead 
against such a movement because 1 honestly believe that Civil Dis¬ 
obedience is harmful to India as a whole and the Mussalmans of 
India in particular. In the Punjab, I realise, my Community is sure 
to have a great influence in the Government in future if it docs not 
become the Government. It therefore, cannot think of my Community 
in the Punjab following such a subversive movement as Civil Disobe¬ 
dience. 

You are perfectly aware that as regards H. E. H. the Nizam's 
Government, my policy has been that happiest possible relations 
should exist between His Exalted Highness and the Supreme Govern¬ 
ment on the one hand and the Mussalmans of India should have the 
greatest possible affection and regard for the Hyderabad State on the 
other. 

1 solemnly promise to adhere to this policy in future. 

Yours sincerely, 
Syed Habib 

K. B. Sir Mian 
FazU Hosain Sahtb Kt, 

Lahore. 
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39i Empress Road, 
Lahore, 

3rd April* 1936, 


My dear Azitn* 

Yours of the 23rd March (Monday) reached me on the 3lsi 
(Tuesday afternoon), i.e.. after the air mail had Jcfi (1 p.in.), So I 
am answering it today, Friday- 
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I note your address. 

] am gltid you have started English compotiiion with Mr^ Lamb, 
and started work on Constitutional Law- I advise your doing the 
subject and say four or five papers with a good Bar Exams coach, so 
as to get into the method and style of this Law Exam. 

Afzal left on the 1st for Cairo, and will return to India from 
will not go to the continent or England, so we could not send 
your tennis racquet through him. 

•^Funjab Politics'* has caused considerable stir—very strong 
opposition in some quarters, fairly general appreciation of the facts 
and fictioni, and almost universal agreement with the programme for 
the future outlined therein- 800 copies of it and of Aga Ithans 
speech at Delhi iiave been sent to Sir Abdul Qadii and you can get 
as many copies as you like from him. The result of all the parly 
activities has been manifested in the enclosed statement. Unionist 
Party organisation is to be set up-lhis organisation is being outlined 
and soon branches will be established and work commenced. It 
means very heavy work, but very impprunt and useful work too- 

My health has not been very good since you left, I had two set¬ 
backs, but am recovering from them. 

Yours affectionately, 
Fa^i-Husain 

447^ (Urban Muslim View) 

Malik Barkat Ali, 1?. Temple Road, 

M.A., LL.B., Lahore. 

Advocate High Courl, 4lh April, 19S6. 

Lahore. 

Dear Mian Sahib, 

I duly received your kind letter dated 1st March, 1936, enclosing 
a revised draft of the creed of the National Unionist Party. I also 
duly received your kind note dated Hth, March 1936, intimating that 
a meeting for the discussion of the draft will be held on the I3th 
March at ItJ A. M.. at your place- 

1 must regret that 1 was unable to alienditlie meeting, as 1 had a 
part-heard case in the High Court whioh was.taken up just at 
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JOA.M. I must also ask you to ejtcus® the non-acknowledgment of 
your first latter dated 1st March 1936, Vou can very well uaderstand 
that It could not be the result of any inatieotion or discourtesy on my 
part. Any communicatTon ffom you is cntilled to first consideration. 
But I really felt that I was more or less a retired person for whom 
active politics has ceased to be the attraciion it once was. and that 
your kind letter was really more in the natitre of a re mem b ranee and 
an indulgence shown to an old colleague who once used to take some 
amateur interest in the public affairs of the province. Those good 
old days have long past and all that is left to me now, with my 
limited energy* is to plough quietly the furrows of the Bar, 

You have been pleased again, from the fullness of your affection 
which I reciprocate^ fully and from the bottom of my heart, to write 
to me on the 3rd instant, desiring that I should prepare a draft of **a 
suitable programtne for town branched.*’ There is none better than 
yourself* with your diversified experience and your great talents, to 
mould words in apt casts* and I cannot* therefore delude myself into 
the belief that I am really wanted for this work. But as you have 
been kind enough to honour me with your old confidence long since 
withdrawn, I should like to acquaint you with the thoughts and 
feelings that have been permeating many of us, since you were lifted 
to positions of great responsibility as Minister and Councillor of 
state. On your return to the Province, you have used an expressing 
which is constantly ringine in my ears as a perfect mirror of the real 
aiiuatton existing today. You said that the Province had lost a great 
deal in its self-respect and that the first question confronting any 
public man was how to restore to the Province the self-respect it has 
lost. No better truth could be so beautifully and aptly expressed* 
May I venture to add that the guilt of this crime against (he Province 
rests on the shoulders of the Unionist Party that you left to take 
charge of the affairs of the Province after you had gone. They were 
the Parly in power and the grave responsibility of playing with and 
bartering away the self-respect of the Province, rests solely with them 
and them alone* You have chosen the same party as your instru¬ 
ments. It may be that you can control the situation but for how 
long? After you, who will carry out ybur work? Will it be the 
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Noons and the Stkandera? ft ii a pain to us that some of these 
creatures of yours should actually be conspiring against you and 
plotting and cajoling with Hindus to overthrow you. The Eastern 
Ttmff announces that Sir Sikandcr has accepted your leadership. But 
the TrUmne tells another tale. Who it this Sir Sikandei? Mian 
Salub, yon should open your eyes and rally to ypurself the talent of 
the Province, those whom you cast out and who have beea pataiug 
their time in the wilderness. U is only the talent of the Province that 
can face an Imperialist Governor, You belonged to that circle of 
Talent. The Province gained in self-respect while you were at the 
helm. But what of your successors, and yet you have been full of 
praises for their 'magnificent wort*. We expect of you to help 
Talent coming back into its own. These Sikanders and Noons must 
disappear, the sooner they are relegated to the back places they 
deserve, the better. The responsibility for this situation is yours. 
Don't please think for a moment that I am giving expression to 
these feelings under the stress of any personal grievance or any smart- 
ing sense of wrong. I have my career at the Bar, just the thing after 
my heart, and 1 am amply satisfied. But I am out to the quick when 
I find that as a result of your policy Muslim talent is engaged in 
gathering wool. The first task which merits your attention is the 
rallying to your side of Muslim talent. Creed-making is a very easy 
job. Please do look at this aspect of the matter and find a cure for it 
before it is too Tate. The Sikanders and the Noons and the rural 
leaders,—the favourites of the bureaucracy—can be washed away in 
no ttme but you are their prop and mainstay. This is the grievance of 
the Muslim against you. Are you aware of it? If not, 1 have taken 
the liberty of apprising you with it so that it mfty not be said that no 
friend opened hts heart to you. You have not been fair to us. We 
have kept up our regard and esteem for you, and have virtually 
retired from the field of public service. But what youthful heart is 
there which does not pine at the meagreness of the opportunity to 
serve and advance his province under the awful conditions that your 
leadership have brought about? Iqbal is finished^ poor Shah Nawaz 
is past time; Shuja gone; the only ones that thrive are the Sikanders 
and the Ferozes and Sir Shahabs who; else can aspire at all in the 
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conditioos and under the terrible handicapi that exist today. Thanici 
to your Unionist Party and its cuUt despite all creeds and pro¬ 
grammes. 

As for myself 1 am out of the picture and have never had any 
hnllncinAtions. f am quite content with my career and so should like 
you to forget me in that reapeot. But this does not mean that the 
personal tie that binds me to you is snapped. I am always at your 
disposal and should like to see you, now that you are better. So 
please let ine know when I should come. 1 have not called because 
of your state of health, t have been asking Mohsin constantly about 
you» and have not been receiving satis factory reports. However now 
that you arc engaged on this huge propaganda work, please let me 
know when I may come and have the pleasure of a frank chat. 

With my sincerest regards and wishing you the best of healthy 

Yours sincerely, 
M. Barkat Ali 


44 g, 31, Stanley Road, 

Secret Allahabad. 

11th April, 1936. 

Dear Guru, 

I wrote A letter to Craik. in which I informid him that I am one 
of the candidates for the Public Service Commission. He wrote back 
saying that my claims would be given most careful consideration, and 
added, “of course, you know that the appointment is made by the 
Secretary of State for India.” 1 had taken the precauiion of writing 
to Butter about this job beforehand, f enclose his letter. It Is most 
helpful and there is now no doubt that the Secretary of State for 
India will back me if my name is sent even as one of the three 
candidates. I am grateful to the India Office people for their most 
kind regard for my miserable and insignificant ability. I am also 
sending to you Haig's letter. This, too, is most helpful. Do you 

think I should send these letters to Zafrullah, to be used by him as 

and when occasion atisea, 
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f tftink T will have fa pay my respects to the new Viceroy, aa it ii 
the latter who will make this appointment, in my interview, 1 will 
not, of course, mention the appointment, unless there is pressing 
necessity for it. 

r linderstsnd that Zrauddin is crying hard for it. This seems 
tinrcB»onabIe, as our party dfd everything for him last year to put 
him in the position of pride and honour which he now occupies, 

Hassan Suhrawardy is backed strongly by Sircar i lam informed, 

Delhi will be buzzing with all sorts of rumours, and T have 
deliberately avoided visit to it, for fear of being misunderstood- T 
was told yesterday by Noon and Ghulam Mohiuddtn at Aligarh that 
you are now the undisputed leader of the Punjab, 1 am not 
surprised. 

My book was received by Macmiliaa, and Brown who has gone 
tbrongh it says “it has involved an immense amount of (bought and 
labddrj. ahd he forecasU that it will be epoch-making. Well* well, 
let us wait and see, as old Asquith used 1o say. 

Shafaac Ahmad Khan 


449, Bombay, 

13th April I 1936. 

My dear Sir, 

1 feel sorry for having come to Bombay, We were placed in a 
difficult position, 

Rajs Ghazanfar Aii did not himself come in the held very often 
and put up Mr. Matin Choudbary to represent him, 1 had a long 
discussion with Mr, iinnah. He was misled 'ttnd was assured that 
the Ahrars, Moulvt Zafar Ati, Bsrkat Air, Alam, KaSuri, Lai Din 
and othdrs would bring a large party with the help of Jhelum and 
Rawalpindi which according to him were under Ghazanfar's thutnb, 

1 tried to disillusion him but almost in vain. Finally I'told him 
that it would be impossible for me to say anything unless 1 had con¬ 
sulted our leader. I made it clear to him that as far 1 could See It 
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was not in iht interests of the Muslims to have a communal ticket in 
the Punjab Matin was the only representative from Bihar, 2 
iSengalees were hts friends. Hassau Imam was lukewarm, Madras 
Mayor [?] was also of this school of thought and so were 2 C. P, men. 

I promised to rentain neutral if the boards w^re not constituted 
in the session and that the words “having regard to the particular 
conditions of every province” were inserted. U was agreed. 

Mr. Jinnah proposes to form the ceairat board at Delhi on the 
29th and 30th. He will be in Lahore on the Ist and 2nd of May and 
address public meetings at Gujraawala 3rd, Jhelum 4th and Pindi on 
the 5th, 

I have personally no fear of these activities as far our Parly is 
concerned but at the same time I have beguoi to be conscious. The 
AhrarSf Zafar Alt, Barkat Alt who dare not stand on any other ticket 
with success may have a platform where they can contest with some 
justification. 

I wish to have a talk with Mr. Jinnah. Had I consulted you 
I would bad offered Mr. Jinnah that all the Members who were 
selected for the central houses could be required to follow League 
policy — The League is a central body. We do not contem¬ 
plate an Indian Empire but united statM of India. Mr. Jinnah 
persuaded me to seek election from Multan to the Assembly and 
leave Punjab politics. I told him that our leader wanted my services 
and I could not leave him. My prayer is that those who made efforts 
to raise Mr. Jinnah in Lahore's estimation may not be placed in a 
position where they may have to repent. 

Poor Kburshid Ali had an accident and left last night. He will 
report what happened in the Panda/. Mr, Matin wanted all the 
Ahraris and men of that sort (non-ZlnAad/i) on ihe Council of the 
League. Raja Ghanzafar AH apart from opposing Feroze and Col. 
Umar Hyat» Salik, Aminiddin also offered the name of Qureshi 
Mohd Hyat who is greatly responsible for his return to Council of 
State end Mehr Shah's return to Assembly. 

1 am lure thit Ohazanfar was the indiscreet mouthpiece of some 
of our Punjabi friends and 1 suspect a conspiracy. He said things 


abont you* Sikandcf and F^ro^ that Mf< Jfiiiiiali had to snub him at 
my protcit, I am glad of one thing. It decided to have 
Ghazanfar Ali as the General Secretary of the League. I persuaded 
Liaqat Ali of Karnal and it was made impossible for Ghazanfar even 
to stapd. I am going to Ajmer and will pmy for your health and 
fuccess and reach Lahore on the evening of the 16th or the morning 
of the 17th. 

With respects. 

Yours obedieoLly, 
Ahmad Yar 


450, 


Calcutta! 

15tb April, 1936. 


My dear Mian Sahib* 

Thanks for your tetters. I was laid up with fever since ray 
arrival from Delhi on the 4th. 1 am better now and leave for Bombay 
to-morrow where my address will be 

C/o Reserve Bank of India, 

Central Office, 

Fort 

Bombay* 

I am sorry to learn that your talk with Raja Narendra Nath was 
disappointing. 1 am afraid the statement issued under the official 
impress of the Unionist party, after my de^rlure from Lahore, may 
be to tome extent rcipontible for his nneompromiting attitude., 1 
confess that the statement which appeared in the Cifitff and other 
papers struck me as extremely unfortunate in expression and wholly 
- inopportune. One or two sentences are grossly muleading and do 
injustice to you as well as myself. 1 wonder If tl was approved by 
you* I have been bombarded with iaqairies from all quarters 
Infdudiiig my colleagues on the Government body* Yon will remain- 
ber that among other things it was settled that If 1 have to ictnrn I 
should sever my connection with the Bank graoefbUy aad amicably 
and I made it clear that if I have to ask for rdetK 1 will do so about 
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October or November. The seti&a[ioni] headlines and the alatement 
referred to above has put tne in a very awkward position as naturally 
my Governor and other a would be entitled to take exception to my 
taking decision without consulting or warning them which 1 proposed 
to do, if necessary, Uter on. Sir Shahabuddin when he came to bid 
good-bye on the day I was leaving aaked me whether a statement 
should be made and I told him that if a statement was at all necessary 
at this stage it should be confined to a brief announcement that as a 
r^utt of our conversations and in view of your health it may be 
necessary to recall me to assist you and in that case, ptobably, 1 may 
ask for my release from the Bank sometime about October or 
November. Chaudhri Sahib agreed that Ibis brief statement would 
do, and that he would communicate my message to you. 1 was 
therefore most disagreeably surprised to see the aiatemcnt purported 
to be from the Unionist party, I have refrained from issuing any 
statement hitherto in the hope that it may not be necessary to create 
more fuss. 1 however find that 1 will have to say something to 
indicate my position \fis-a*vis the Bank, if for nothing else* However, 
you may rest assured, that if 1 do so it will not contain anything 
which might create a misunderstanding or in anyway embarrass you, 
although 1 feci tempted to correct the misleading statements and half 
truths which find a place in the Unionist party’s communique. In 
view of my undertaking to you which I will respect again if necessary 
I do not propose to do anything which might be misconstruedi how¬ 
ever sore 1 may feel about it. 

As regards Raja Narendranath and his party I do not think it 
would serve any useful purpose to continue the negotiations ^in view 
of the disappointing nature of your recent interview at present. If 
necessary we can do so later when I return. I suggest that you should 
in your speech at the inauguration of the central office on the 19th 
declare in clear and unambiguous terms that we would welcome non- 
agrtculturists of all communities into our party. Our creed is wide 
and devised in the common interest of all classes and creeds but if 
our non-agricultutist and Hindu friends desire any changes which 
would make it even more acceptable to them we would be glad to 
Consider their suggestions and if possible meet them provided the 
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basic pridciplcs are not affected. This I comider desirable and ‘even 
necessary and F trust the proposal wilt meet with your approval 

1 enclose a cheque for Ra, 500/- as desired. (I have 'included 
' - Rs. 1/4/- for cKchange). 

I hope you arc welt and improvinfi. 

Calcutta is uncomfortably warm now and J am looking forward 
to my arrival in Bombay which U comparatively cooler this time of 
the year. 

■ 4 

Please forgive this scrawl as K have a mass of'arrears to clear* 
before I leave* which have been accumulating during my illness. 

With kind regards* 

Yours sincerely* 
Sikander Hyat 


45L New Delhi, 

15th April, 1936. 

Dear Mian Sahib* 

Many thanks for your letter of the 14th. 

As regards the first matter* my private Inquiries show that it is 
very hopeful J am told that among bis own people he is third or 
fourth, and as It is likely that five may be required, the position is 
quite satisfactory. T think this information is reliable but is not 
conclusive. As soon as 1 am able to find out anything more definite, 
1 shall let you know. 

As regards the second matter that you have mentioned, my own 
impression is that Hazrat Sahib has no intention of putting up candi¬ 
dates belonging to the Ahmadiyya community on the basis of an 
Ahmadiyya political party. Tnis impression is, however, based only 
on what has happened in the past and on no definite knowledge with 
regard to his' present intention in this respect as 1 have made no 
inquiries from him. In the past, what has happened is that if a 
member of the Ahmadiyya community bad, on the whole, a fighting 
chance of standing from a particular constiluency and of securing 



5i7 


ejection from tliat coiutituency, ho woo directed to itand ns a c«ndi< 
date from that constitueacy, and in addition to the members of the 
community voting for him, every assistance in the way of canvassing, 
etc*, f^r support was given to him. As you are aware, Pir 
Akbar Ali Sahib and myself are the only two members of the commu* 
nity who sat in the Punjab Legislative Council lilt my resignation 
from the Council when roy place was taken by Asadu 11a Khan. Pir 
Sahib and myself were throughout members of the Unionist Party, 
though, of course, party discipline was very la*. 1 undersUnd that 
Asadulla Khan has also been a member of the party since his election. 
With regard to other constituencies, you arc also aware that contests 
were very often conducted between candidates who differed much 
frO'ia each other In political outlook, and whoever was successful at 
the polls joined the Unionist Party if bis genera] political outlook 
happened to be in accord with the principles to which the ITniooist 
Party ga^ic its support. In such cases, it made very little difference 
to the party whether out of a certain number of contesting candidates, 
A or B or C or D was elected. People who had to make up their 
minds to support one or other of the candidates were influenced by 
personal or tribal considerations and were not at all swayed by the 
consider at ton as to which party the candidates belonged. To what 
estent these conditions would continue to operate under the new 
Constitution and under a better defined party system, it is not possible 
to determine at this stage. So far as the Ahmadiyya community it 
concerned, the rule has been that a candidate desiring to obtain votes 
of electors belonging to the community has had to make a written 
request to the Nazir Amur Ama at Qadian and electors belonging to 
the community have always voted in accordance with directions issued 
by the Nazir Amur Ama on that behalf. I have no doubt that that 
arrangement will be continued. The view of the Head of the commu¬ 
nity with regard to elections to the legislatures as well as Local Self 
Government Bodies it that alt members of the community who are 
electors in a particular constituency must vote together, and that 
there should be no wrangle among different sections of the community 
simply because A. and B. are fighting an election to one of these 
bodies, if elections in the future arc likely to be run on a strictly 
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party batfa or ticket, it might be poi«ible, altbougb I have no infor- 
mifion oh the point, for a perttculir poHtioil party to come to ah 
ondefftandiDg tritb the community that the rapport of the electors 
beto&fpiig to the community should in all eonstituciicies be given to 
candidates who belong to that particular political party. In that 
ciae, ^of c^rse, a list of candidates finally setecled by the particular 
1»rty would have to be supplied to headquarters so that the neceaaary 
djreoUons could be issued. This, of course, is a new development 
and I have again given only my own impression as to a feasible 

* I 

arrangement. 

Thia is the way in which the arrangement has worked in the past, 
but as I have said above, t have no particular inforamtion as to any 
modifications that may be under contemplation with regard to the 
future. Nothing has, however, come to my knowledec so far which 
might lead me to think that there is any intention of running candi¬ 
dates as members of an Ahmadiyya party in the sense of its being a 

political party in the Legislature. 

* 

WUh kind regards. 

Yours sinoerely, 
Zafrulla 


452. 3? Empress Road, 

Lahore. 

16lh'April, 1936. 

_ V#” 

Dear Durga Das’, 

I have not heard flfom you for some time. Who is your repre- 
senttcive (meaning A. P, i.) in Lahore? He seeim to be a good deal 
difftrent from you or people at ibe headquarters. Firhapt'" he takes 
his [KMiition to be analogous to that of a horeoaerat, and that 
those desiring publication of news should be asking bim for hjs 
favour^ to be so good as to do it. This is not very helpful. 

1. This letter has been taken from Durga Elas, Jtidta from 
Carzon to If thru and After. (London, 1969), pp. lA^M. 
The words appearing jn parentheses are obviously of Durga 
Dos. 
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At Cucknow (where the Congress session bad juil concluded 
under Nehru^f prc!>tdent$hip and bad decided io fight the elections)* 
though not as clear as one would have destxed the dectsiooi to be* 
they are probably much belter than one had reason to eapeci them 
likely to be. In actual piactioc. the work Jawaharlal wants done in 
the provinces is more or Jess the same as the programme the Union* 
ists have set before themseWcf to eiocnte. 1 doubt whether he will 
get workers outside the range of the Unionists to carry out his pro¬ 
gramme in the Punjab. 

The new Viceroy will be approaching Delhi. 

Yours sincerely* 
Pazl-i'Hutain 


453, 39, Empress Road, 

Lahore. 

20th AprU, 1936. 

My dear Aztm, 

* 

Yours of the lOih AprlL 

As to my being in the Congress—I was in the Congress in 1917* 
19. When the Congress started oon-co'opefation 1 left the Congress. 
Since then I have been outside the Congress because of its eatremat 
policy since 1920. Now thought the Congress has practically 
abandoned that policy and is reverting to the position it occupied, 
when 1 was In it. Naturally 1 felt it necessary to ask the Confess to 
make common cause with us, the Unionists* in the Punjab. 1 do 
not mind ft being said that 1 have joined the Congress provided 
thereby it is meant that it is the Congress of the pre-non*cooperat]'on 
days. Aa a matter of fact at the last session of the Congress at 
Lucknow the authorities of the Congress Have still not made up their 
mind to take up the position 1 have advised them to take. It it not 
improbable that towards the end of this year they will adopt that 
position. 

1 am glad you are pursuing your legal studies. I sent you a 
telegram the other day asking you to concentrate on Law Examina¬ 
tions, You will DOW finish the Constitutional Law, and may be the 
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Roman Law. Now you should devote yourself Troni May citl October 
to the study of the Family [7] and the Criminal Law, so that by Novcm* 
ber, 1936, you should have done with the Bar. This will enable you to 
spend the whole of your year at Oxford giving undivided attcotton to 
your training and preparation for the final L C. S, Esamtnation. 1 
atuefa some importance to it because the final position in the seniority 
list is governed by the result of this examination. 

As to finances, you have sufBcient to last you till about the 
middle of May. Now I want to send money to suffice you till the 
beginning of October, practically five months, during which period 
you should take law coaching when required. 1 believe Rs. [7] 125/- 
will be plenty. 1 am instructing the Bank to place £125/-to your credit 
with Messrs Thomas Cook and Sons, London. 

Yours affectionately, 
Fazl-i-Husain 


454, . Bombay, 

2Ist April, 1936. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

. Many thanks for your kind letter. 1 am better now and there is 
nothing to worry about. The fever was due to the heat and damp of 
Calcutea. We arrived here on Sunday and have been able to get a 
fairly decent bouse, Bombay is comparatively cooler than Calcutta 
V at present though it is equally damp and sticky. 

Thank you very much for your views about the statement. There 
if no question of making amends- I would be the last person to put 
you in an embarrassing position. My chief worry is the impression 
which the statement has created among ray colleagues in the Bank 
and the Central F. D. However 1 hope to be able to satisfy them 
without the necessity of issuing a contradiction. It is very good of 
you to have thought of saying something on the 19ih to make^tbe 
situation easier. 

I do hope your health will continue to improve. ^ 1 am sure that 
your preoccupation with, the constructive^ work you are now doing 
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will on the whole f^rove bencficitl to your health provided yon do not 
over-exert yourself. You should coniine yourrelf to giving inatruo* 
tionft to your aasiitants and vetting their drafts where oeceasary. 
Even this would mean a great deal of work and should be done 
JndicioDsly keeping in view the paramount view of keeping fit and 
not overitrtinmg youncif as we would like you to eat the mangoes. 
The grafted plant be one fruit earlier than the *Katfa\ and better 
fruit and 1 hope and pray that you would be spared for having to 
enjoy it for many years to come. 

I am glad the response to the request for funds is encouraging. 
What about Sardar hfohd Nawaz Khan of K.ot, Malik Mobd Amir 
Khan of Katabagh* Captain Khizar Hayat, N. Matik Allah Bakhsh, 
etc. They ought to contribute handsomely. What do you thiak of 
the proposal that all caodidalet ahould contribute Ri. 500/- to the 
party funds i of which should be returned if the candidate is un- 
aoccessfn)? The contribution could be reduced or waived entirely In 
special cases. 

m 

I understand (from Asbiq's telegram just received) that Malik 
Dio Murid Husain [?] is also a candidate. The other candidate I 
presume must be Jitani [7J. Don't you think an effort should be made 
to settle the matter amicably^ by drawing lots or if necessary by 
selecting a neutral candidate acceptable to both 'parties. I have 
replied to Ashiq aoeordiogly and yon might if you det^ it proper ask 
Ahmad Yar also to move on similar lines, to avoid bitterness and 
osneoessary expenie. I am also writing to Ahmad Yar, 

I hope the inauguration of the central office on the 19th went off 
successfully. 

WtAr kind and respectful regards, 

, t 

Youn sincerely* 
Sikandcr Hyat ^ 
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455* Priac« of Wales College, 

Frinte Jummu. 

23rd April. 1936* 

My dear Sir Faxl-UHusain, 

1 am here in Jummu from the morning of the I3th inataat con¬ 
ducting the University EKaminations, and will remam her© till 28th 
April. I have during these days read your speech delivered on the 
occasion of opening your Party Headquarters Offices. I have also 
read the interview of Raja Narendra Nath published in the Tribune* 
This tDoraiDg I read a “Leader** in the dvti biiftf^ry Gazette, 
dated Wednesday the 22hd instant^ to which the Editor gives the 
lignificant Heading **In the Melting Pot". The impression which I 
have gathered during the last few months iSj and it is strengthened by 
this leadert that the Europeans want Sir Sikander and not you to 
form the first ministry of the Autonomous Punjab* The bulk of the 
Hindus and the Sikhs in the province also seem to have a greater 
confidence in Sir Sikander* But many of us believe that Sit Sikander 
Hayat will be a very pliable tool in the hands of Sir Herbert Emerson* 
It seems the Hindus and the Sikha have less faithi in doing thetn 
justice, in Sir Herbert than they may have in you. This U what I feel* 
When 1 met you in February last, [ had an occasion to discuss the 
subject of our interview with Raja Narendra Nalh* He pointedly 
expressed his view that if an understanding could be arrived at, he 
could tniit you better than the present Head of the Punjab Oovern- 
ment, in doing justice to the Hindus. Raja Sahib however thinks, 
and it alio, appears from his interview in the Tribunet that the 
existence of separate communal eleetorates will not enable you to 
follow a strictly national and economic policy as you have proposed 
in future to do* I realise that separate electorates will nuke the persuit 
of this policy difficult. But 1 am sure the difficulties ate not in¬ 
surmountable. You possess a strength of will which few other 
political leaders in this province possess. Among the Muslims, I 
should think, you are perhaps the only one at the present motnent, 
who could curb and keep in check the communal ambition! of your 
community. I wanted to discuss this aspect of the question with Raja 
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Narendra Nath* after I had met you on the 6th Instant, 1 rang him 
up* but coufd not got any time lo see him* and then t had to dispose 
of other private work of mine* before I came away, I had no 
opportunity to see him or to eomniunicate with him. But 1 feel it 
would be very profitable to the national interests of the province* if 
you and Raja Narendra Nath could meet together and come to some 
understanding* as you have already come to with Sir Sikander Hayat, 

] have long thought over the questions which at the picsent moment 
divide the Hindus from the Muslims, Of course there are fanatics on 
both sid^, among the Muslima as well as the Hindus, and among the 
Agriculturists as well as the non-Agriculturists. 1 have known Raja 
Narendra Nath for the last IS years. I think he is no fanatic. He 
has bis own views about rights and wrongs* and he sometimes ea* 
presses himself in a strong language. No one can theoretically 
quarrel with your programme of uplifting the poor and the depressed, 
without at the same time expropriating the rich and the advanced. It is 
an ideal programme. People may however doubt its practicability* spe¬ 
cially in view of the communai and sectional wrangles we have in the 
Province. Some people think communal and sectjonal influeiices may 
in actual practice prove loo powerful even for you. 1 believe you will 
not find Raja Sahib and people of bis mentality unreasonable. If you 
two could combine* and arrive at some understanding, which I 
believe will not be difficult to do* you can form a very stable 
ministry, just the thing distracted Punjab wants at the moment. Raja 
Sahib combines in himself au aristocrat, a bureaucrat* and a libcrai 
educated gentleman. Por this reason he commands immense in- 
fiucnce* both among ihc educated as well as the r§is class Hindus. A 
combination with him will mean that you will be able to command a 
very comfortable majority in the legislature. It will also mean one 
other important reault. If Hindns and Muslims* and Agriculturists 
gj id non-Agriculturists con Id combine on one common national 
economic programme* it will become impossible for the Governor to 
exercise bis powers of speciat responsibility under the new constitu¬ 
tion. We cau then have real responsible government in the province. 
Is it not worth while lo attempt it? I would like to see you and 
discuss this matter with you when 1 reach Lahore on the 29tb instant. 
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Whftt time witi suit ypu? 

Yovn siikcerefy, 
Oalalun lUi, 

Priive of WtJei ColUfe, 
Jumniv. 

" "" A 

456. 5? Empm* Roid, 

Labors 

24ibApfir, 19M. 

-■ 

My dev Sikiodcft 

I am glad to hear that you arc better and found Bombay more 
aalntary than Calcutta. 1 am better and probably you atv right it is 
tbe work Aat properly keeps me going otherwise I am really very 

r 

weak. 

As to die news of your returning to the Punjab politics—a* you 
know this hat been afloat since a long time and I apprehended that 
any authorities might make a fuss of it 1 suppose it was the authea< 
tic'nature of the previous annonneement and comparatively well 
authentic nature of this which make the difference. In my statement 
on the 19tb I did my best I could do. I am assured by Maqbool and 
a host of other friends that it was suitable; 

j 

Our office is working and working hard. The. Secretarjei >are 
doing very good but still you know part-time., workers especially 
honorary cannot do very much. I want whole-time bamk who have 
worked^ and this Is not easy to find. However I will do my best to 
get suitable people., 

As to doaatioDSi they are coming in. Mohd Niwaa of Kot has 
very generously offered to give 5 thousands and hu ■cttt'in a cheque 
of one thousand. Allah Bakhsh has promised three-thousand. Khiw-^- 
has been approached but has not yet answered* while Kala Bagh .has^ 
not yet been approached. 

As to fisiag Chief of all the candidates 1 do not like it but as it 
is from' many cases candidates have already written to say that they 
would like to join and have also offered donations; so what you 
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suggest wilt be acted upon in practice. But you will agree wilt me 
that it would be ever so much better if we do not maltc any rule 
which ia liable to be severely criticised. As to Legislative Assembly 
election on the 19iJi I was hopeful that we will have a tort of amic¬ 
able settlement by making Jilani and Makhdnm caadidates agree 
upon good English knowing representative, bnt Riza Shah did not 
turn up although he had promised to come. 1 consulted Mohd Niwta 
and Firoa and others and found in view of the 21st being the nomi- 
nation day this scheme must be abandoned and reodeted the chance^ 
of a compromise more remote, 1 am afraid the situation in Multan 
is unsatisfactory and we will not find it easy to bring about a good 
understanding. However one should not despair and do what he can. 

Our function on the 19th was much better succ^s than I had 
anticipated in my statement with which, when 1 had dictated it, 1 wai 
not at all satisfied. U was discovered by those who heard it and sub¬ 
sequently read it to be not too bad. 

As we anticipated our demonstration of mutual good will has not 
been but pleasing in some quarters and the usual mischief through 
those Individuals who may not but have been officially affected there¬ 
by is not unlikely. Therefore such safeguard as you may consider 
feasible might be employed before much mischief is done. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Huiain 


457 . 39, Empress Road, 

Lahore. 

27ih April, 1936. 

Dear Azim, 

1 have already advised you about devoting yourself to the Law 
Examination. Your result is not yet out, but there is a strong rumour 
afloat that you have done well, still there is no official announcement 
of the result one cannot be, therefore, certain. 
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Uoionist Party organisation is in hand. The provincial organr- 
Eation at Headquarters in working under iny chairmamhip. Efforts 
are being made to open biancbes in every Tehsil and in every city with 
the population of 30,000 and above. 

The pamphlet'’Punjab Politics by a Punjabee^* has received a 
good deal of currency* T hope Sir Abdul Qadir has got a large 
number of copies of it and is taking steps to circulate it* 

You have asked me about Risbad. Wajahat made certain 
enquiries about him. I made enquiries too through Bajpai and one 
or two more friends. The result has been quite satisfactory* His 
father was a man of property and position and influence* He left 
behind him two sons of whom Rishad is the eldest. His income from 
the property is not very large but fairly good* You know he is well 
educated and all the enquiries made indicate that be is very well 
behaved. 1 met him here and he strikes me as a man with a nice 
quiet disposition* We ail in the family discussed the matter and came 
to the conclusion that It was a suitable match for Asaf: and so the 
matter was settled two days ago and the terms of contract of marriage 
are to be the same as in the case of Akbtart. Begam Shahid Husain 
insisted on an early Nikab* Wc have given her, her way and 8th of 
May has been fixed as the, date of Nikah and some date early in 
November will be fixed for the marriage* 

1 am sending you £125/- which is sulhcient to last you till you go 
to the University in October. I enclose a sccond[?] of exchange to you* 

Yours afiecLionately, 
FazM-Husain 


458, Bombay, 

1st May. 1936. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

Thanks for yours, 

I have been busy looking for a house hence the delay in answer^ 
ing your letter. We have found a nice little house in Bandra- It is 
someway from office but it is right on the sea and is neat and clean 
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and tlie air ther« i» niucli nicer and cooler. It mcana a 35 minutes run 

to the office and back but it is worth it and incidentally the rent it 
compwatively more reasonable-900/. as compared with 1400/- in 
Bombay proper for a cooped up place. 

I am glad the office is working hard and satisfactorily. I am sure 
you wUl be able to get suitable paid workers but you will have to 
look round. Yon will have to be careful that the men you employ 
are reliable so as to avoid the danger of leakage and intrigue. 

As regards fiaing a fee for candidates I agree that there should be 
nothing in the value about it. The candidates will themselves very 
likely contribute according to their means. As for donations, Kala- 
bagh should cerisinly be approached, perhaps through S. Mohd Nawaz 
Khan of Kot, and we should also tap Multan Division. Ahmad Yar 

maybe able to suggest suitable uamefi- 

rt is a pity that the Multan affair could not be settled amicably^ 
Multan as you know is notorious for factions and U likely to give us 
trouble^ However as you say we should not despair* I glad the 

function on the 19th was a success. Your staicrncm I am afraid was 
not fully or properly reproduced in the press. The version circu at 
by the A. P, I. to papers here was somswhat different from the ty^d 
copy of your speech sent to me with other papers by the SccrcUrmt, 
Even the Punjab papers made several slips. However I am glad that 
it received a good reception from those who were present and can 

best judge* , 

I am sorry to leara that some people are trying to create mwchier 

I have received disquieting news from other sourcei. 1 would be 
gtad to take any steps which you might suggest in the light of happen¬ 
ings there, with which I am of course only casually and screppily 
conversant. Ahmad Yar wrote to me that some attempt was being 
made to egg on the Ahrars and other opportunists. If you coul 
give me the details—which you may rest assured will be treated as 
strictly coafldsatial ani not go beyond mj -I will try to do what I 
can. Ahmad Yar*s letter was somewhat hesitant and vague, appar^ 
eotly be:ra!i 3 e he wai afraid that if he msniioned the names of those 
whom he suspected I might be displeased. 1 can only guess to whom 


he is referring but I fancy tbit 1 have guess^ aright and I have 
asked Ahmad Yar not to hesitate in giving me the full facta even if it 
be my own brother. I am awaiting details IVom him before doing 
anything fiirtber. I shall be grateful if you will also discard any 
feeling of delicacy and hesitancy m exposing the culprits ai it is easier 
to nip the evil in the bud than if it takes root and ipieads. 

If Muuffar [?| is not playing the game he should be told so and 
if you do not wish to do it I will do it if I am satisAed that he has 
anything to do with it Meanwhile 1 have asked Ahmad' Yar to 
convey to Jinnah to live up to his professed views that he *'wants 
Muslims to be one united body and to speak with one voice both to 
tbe Congress and the British**. Hts activities during the past few 
weeks* judging from the press reports^ are contrary to bis professions. 
I have also asked Ahmad Yar to strongly press on him the advisability 
of keeping his finger out of the Punjab pie* If he meddles he 
would only be encouraging flssiparous tendencies already patufully 
disoemible in a section of Punjab MuBlimSt and might bum his 
fiagtn; and in any case we cannot possibly allow 'provincial 
autonomy' to be tampered with in any sphere, and by anybody be he 
a acminee of the powers who have given us this autonomy or a 
President of the Muslim League or any other association or body. 

1 have also asked him to convey my considered opinion to Jinnah 
that apart from losing the prestige and respect which he has gained 
in the Sbahidganj affair he will be interfering and encountglog Ahrais 
or other disgruntled and ambitious opportunists [and] reduM the 
pfeoarioui majority of the Muslims In the only province where they 
can do real service provided they hold together. I wonder if Ahmad' 

n ■ 

Yar conveyed my message fully and bluntly as I asked him to do and 
if he did, whether it has had any effect. 

I have seen Raja Sahib’s manifesto. Except for certain matters 
of detail I have no quarrel with it As a matter of fact after seeing 
your note regarding your iaierview with Raja Sahib I wrote to him 
and expressed my disappointment and asked him not to do or say 
anything which would make a settlement more difficult. He assured 
me that he would keep tbe cooleatious issues oat of his manifesto and 
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I am gratilicd that be hai kept hk promise. T however confess t!iai I 
do not Ifke this Hindu and Nareodranath baiting by the Muslim 
press-^Headlrncs describing the manifesto as a 'triumph of the 
Unionist party and Sir Fazli Husain’. You will, I am sure, agree with 
me that this sort of baiting is not going to do any good and might do 
a great deal of harm and it should be left to the Hindu press to do 
the baiting. If the issue is left to the Hindus to decide ^as it should 
be ^it will have the useful effect of clarifying their position and in 
helping to crystalise the various viewpoints and sorting out the 
various groups into distinct poltcical parties and bring into clear 
relief the demarcation, which is at present vague and nebulous. It 
would then be easier to negotiate with the group or party which is 
nearest to our viewpoint- What 1 am afraid of is that this kind of 
cynical provocation might make those who may be thinking of joining 
hands with us hesitate and even retract what they have said. If you 
agreoi as 1 hope you will, with my view will you kindly give a hint to 
the Muslim press that the issue should be left to the Hindus to fight 
out among themselves and wc should do nothing to provoke them, or 
say anything which may savour of taking sides at this stage. 

Now as regards myselT. I understand Sir James Grigg and others 
are very annoyed. I do not blame them as they were told by ZafruIJa 
and others that I had definitely decided to leave the Bank in October, 
Sir James is coming here on the 9ih for a day and will no doubt 
trouble me. To enable me to give him some deSnite indication of 
my intentions I want your advice and frank expression of views on the 
folio wingr^ 

(/) Do you think it would be necessary for me to come, if God 
willing your health continues to improve as I pray and hope 
it wil). My own view is that it may be necessary if wc can 
persuade—as I am hoping we will be able to do, a sufficient 
number of non-agriculturist Hindus to Join hands with the 
Unioniota. 

(f/) X>o you apprehend that the defections from Muslims for 
personal motives—t do not anticipate many desertions on 
questions of principto or policy^woutd be on such a scaie 
as to endanger the solidarity of the party and jeopardise the 
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Almost certain prosp^t (gl pfCMat) g«f.[t being the majority 
party? If the answer is in the affirmative wouii it be worth¬ 
while for you to tan your already scanty .physical resources, 
- ^ ' and for me to sacrifice my prospects and a comfortable aad» 

if I may say so from the wider point of view, uMful and 
important post for what? A mess of pottage? 

(Ht) If I continue to serve and support you and the party and my 
friends also continue to work faithfully and wholeheartedly 
as at present don't you think it might stabiliic the cohesion 
of those who may be fccltug that my return would deprive 
them of getting a place in the upper circle if they were 
assured that there was no likelihood of my returaing and 
ousting them but that my support will remain with the 
party- 

(fv) If you came to the conclusion that my return to the province 
is necessary for the sake of the community and the province 
would you advise taking a definite decision now ond declar¬ 
ing it or deferring it till say October or November, 

1 ihalt be grateful for your frank and early advice to enable me 
to adopt the right course in my interview with the Finance Member. 
I need hardly say that my colleagues are strongly opposed to my 
leaving the Bank. 

In view of the speculations in the press and rumours in Delhi 
which are still afloat 1 have been advised to issue a brief statement, 1 
have sent one which must have been shown to yoh by Ahmad Yar and 
Maqbul. You will notice that the statement U conhued to a bare 
recital of facti; and ! have taken care 1o avoid any kind of controversy 
by saying anything which might be misconstrued as being In conflict 
with your speech or Gtatcment. I hope you will approve of it. Let us 

sec how it is taken by the Hindus whom we want to bring in. 

.1 

1 hope you and Yours are quite well and flouriabing. 
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Witli kind and respectful regards. 

Yours aiocercly, 
Sikander Hy*t 

\ i 

P, s. 

What has annoyed my Governor and Sir James Origg more than 
anything else is the conslant stream of requests in penon and by 
letters from a large number of candidates for my post. 


459. The Daily “Siyaaat**, 

Lahore. 

4th May, 1936, 

w 

W 

My dear Sir Mian Sahib, 

I have been out of Lahore on public work and have, therefore, 
not been able to communicate with you. 

On my return yesterday, 1 learnt that you had sent word, that 
you would be pleased to see Mr. Sbamsud Din Hasen Sahib, as 
suggested by me, but that you were ill and have, therefore, postponed 
it. I thank you for this assurance. I have informed Mr. Hasan 
accordingly, 

1 am. however, grieved to learn that you are not keeping good 
health and pray that you may recover soon. Amen* 

I suggested your meeting Rgja Narindera Nath Sahib. I, further, 
requested you to kindly define the position of the Siyaiat vis-a-vis 
your party. I am still watliog a reply. 

I once annoyed you, by telling you, that S. Afjtal All Hasni and 
some othere were iraiiors in your camp* I am sorry to note that my 
fears have proved only too true. The secrets of your office are not 
safe. 

■ I 4 

Yesterday Dr* Shuja-^ud^Din, in a meoting of the Council of the 
Anjum^n Hlmayat-i-Islam. asked me, if I had written to you to the 
effect (hat the Doctor would oppose us in the nest election. 1 had to 
tell 'him that J had: and further, gave it as my reason that hia conduct 
‘‘in the Anjtiraan gave me ihnt idea which according to my information 
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WAS Against express wishes of Sir Faiii Hoien. WaitiDg for your 
decision has injured my cause to this extent that Khan Bahadur 
Sh, MoWmroad Ismail has alr^dy promised his vote to 
Pr. Mohammad Alam , The Khan Bahadur has now agreed lo 
support me though he believes his personal vote must needs go to the 
Doctor. 

Mian Sahib. I have not approached any party for cooperation in 
the next election but yours. I have not obtained any idea from any 
other party. If 1 am unable to co*bpcratc with your parly I will nut 
join any other party on any terms. 

P' 

Leaving your party will be a great shock to me. I do not agree 
with you that this wilt be so on account of financial reasons. Lack of 
proper appreciation would perhaps be a better ek^rmion. 

With best regards and good wishes for your health. 

Yours sincerely, 
Syed Habib 

Honble 

Khan Bahadur Dr, Sir Mian 

Faali Hosen Sahib, 

M, A.* LL. D„ K, C. S. I,. K, C. h E . 

Bar>abLaw. 

Bakrohta KalL 

Dalhousie, 


460 , 


My dear Mikn Sahib, 

1 hope you received my previous letter tent imdief ittiisttsed 
cover, 1 enclose a cutting from the Time§ ^ JMa dally of ttsdap'i 


Reserve Bank of Indii* 
Ccnttal Offltx, 
Bombay. 

4th May, 
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'* '* * distorted and exaggcralcd account,- a^ 
wK a Ii«ic worried that Mr. Jinoah sbouJd 
{kavi^DU^t to encourage defections, Ii Is diificutt to get a 
i^MiUjop and pert^ctive of the happenings there by 
edi^pondence and consequently even more difficult to suggest 
reihed)e4, I should be gratefiiJ if yau would kindly allow Ahmad Yar 
to come here for a day or two. lijs work can during his absence be 
of bis colleagues. 1 am writing to Ahmad Yar also that 
^ ojbtain your permission and come hero for a couple of {days] 

if he can conveniently come. 

What was the result of the Assembly election for the Multan seat? 
The poll must have taken place by the time you got there. 

With kind and respectful regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Sikander Hyat 

39, Empress Road, 

Lahore. 

6th May, 1936. 

Dear Sikander, 

Yours of tte 1st reached me on the 3rd and I read it over again iba 


I. Bpproduced below:» 

HM5UM ybl(TV IN PUNJAB—Mr. Jipnah's Efforts—LAHORE, 
May 2, Punjab politics bids fair to undergo a new orieatalion 
under Mr. Jinoah i efforts. While Mr, iinnah’s efforts to 
Fwnu^e Sir Fazl*i*Husain and hJs party (Unionist) to come into 
line wju the ^hemo of the Muslim League do not appear to have 
^FP^iped, be IS stated to be hopeful of amalgamating the solid 
Wock Insisting of the Ahrars and the Majlis Ittihad Mlllat under 
t of MauJana Zafar Ali Khan and apo^er section 

4ea(^d by Sir Mohd Iql^. 

If appears that Sir FazJ'-i>Hu$ain told Mr. Jinoah that the 
te^on for fats not co-operating with the League was that he saw no 
til doing so, as be had already been assured of 
support under the Unionist Party scheme from the 
Hrn^a and the Sikhs which would give him a dear majority and 
esab^ tea pafty to form Government, The attitude of the 
Ahr^ bg? not bcM finatlv communicated to Mr. Jinnah, but the 
IflttCT is tiwCfstood to be iioperiil of tbeir support and hopes to 
he to make an official aiatemeni on the results of his conver- 

departure from Lahore. Times of India, 4th 
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4tb and have made etiquiries into some of the mattcfs mentioned 
in your letter and was going to send you a detailed, rc^ly whea'l 
received just now your second letter of the 4tli asking me .to let 
Ahmad Yarcome as you conaidered the matter.very important and 
feel the need of a pereoital talk. I agree with you^tbat cormpondence 
can never take the place of a talk. I at once telephoned to Ahmad^Yar 
and have asked him to leave tonight for Bombay. So you see I have 
not allowed any avoidable delay in the matter. Ahmad Yar have had 
discussions with me and if after talking to him there are any questions 
you would like to put to me to be answered I would be delighted to 
answer them. 

It has become very hot and 1 have decided to leave Lahore on the 
morning of the 12th. Ahmad Yar vyill reach you on the morniiig of 
the 8th and if he has talk with you on the 8ih and the 9tb and leaves 
on the afternoon of the 9th he can see me here on the morning of the 
lltb. But this is not jmporlant. He can return to Lahore and 
can come to me to Abbotabad or Dalhousic If it is necessary to do so. 
You seem to be so much disturbed in mind that there is no work here 
more important than complying with your wishes in thp matter of 
sending Ahmad Yar to Bombay. As to Jinnah, I agree with all that 
you have saidjn your 1st letter to me. Jinnah's move in establishing 
a Central Parliamentary Board of the League was a wrong move, 
detrimental to Indian Muslims' Interests. We have taken the fight 
line. He has misrepresented us and the press propaganda in his 
support is responsible for his utter failure not having been broadcast¬ 
ed. We refused to join with hiiiL Ittibad"i-Millat has refused to join 
him. Ahrac have been negotiating with him. Whether they join 
him or not their position quo us remains the same. Miscellaneous 
Urbanites like Iqbal, Shuja, Tajuddio, Barkat All have naturally 
been trying to make something out of-this. Why Jinnah has not done 
what any ordinary practical man would have dono-Kvive the Pro¬ 
vincial League and give it a good start and stress the need of opening 
its branches in all the districts. He has done seemingly nothing ^ 
except talk and talk and talk. He apparently believed that he was so 
clever that he will get people to agree to become his nominees and 
serve on the Central Board n d then tl ey will l^e rcspciuibie for 


running ihc ekctions in tht province. So the scheme is iSureJy « paper 
one. 

As regards Raja Sahib*s manifesto and his explanatioa they arc 
good. They bring us and Raja Sahib much nearer together. As to 
the tactics I agree wjIh you. We don’t want to do any propaganda 
except this that we don't want to make out that we do not appreciate 
a larger number of points in the manifesto on which Kaja Sahib and 
we agree. 1 will caution our friends not to push the argument of 
, identity of creed too f:^r. 

, 1 feel very tired and weary. 1 have not the energy to bear inter¬ 
views especially the longer ones. The strain some limes has been too 
great and my weight just now is lower than it was ever before and 1 
am keenly looking forward to leave Lahore on the 12th. 

Yo.i will be glad to hear that we have secured the services of 
Amjad Ali son of Syed Maratab All as a whole time worker from the 
beginning of this month and he will stay with us for the rest of the 
year and may be even a little longer. This is un acquisition Inasr 
much as Ahmad Var cannot be tied down to the office as Ibe most 
valuable part of his work lies In seeing people and visiting and so on. 
Maqbui is most valuable worker but his time is so taken up by Patiala 
and others that the uncertainty as to his movements Has much reduced 
his utility to the Organisation, [ wish I could get a really good 
drafting man and one who could write dueatly and accurately as a 
permanent worker and Maqbul's help would be most welcome when¬ 
ever he is able to give it. But the work must go on and this can only 
happen under the arrangement I have just mentioned. Have you My 
one in mind f 

With best wishes. 

Yours most sincerely, 
Fazt-i^Husain 


462. Dctbt, 

8th May, 1936. 

My dear Sir, 

I am distressed to hear what happened yesterday, am bad a 
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sleepless Dight, Lei me assure you tint the draft was not of Sikandefs 
and that it should not have been given to you and that no one else 
besides Maqbul and myself know of it, I only oontnlted a IHend who 
is not in politics and whose opinion I value. He is like brother to me. 

1 will see that Sikander phones you up on Sunday4 

For God sake don't disturb younelf for a second, Sikander 
will behave like a son to you. 

With respects, 

Yours obediently, 
Ahmad Yar Daultona 


463, fronihr Maitt 

91 h May, 1936, 

My dear Sir» 

The train is nearing Eombay. t have just read at Pajgbat in TimfS 
a suminaTy of Iqbal & Co's statement, 

I am sorry Shah Nawaz, Shujauddin and Abdul Azia are milled by 
our rriends to join the League and were given hopes that the Lea^c 
would capture several rural scats and I made it clear to them that 
they were misleading those who consulted them in confidence. I will 
tell Sikander straight away that 1 can not cany on with those who 
were his friends and through him my friends as well (though they are 
no more hts friends now) and in order to be true to my party I tmist 
bid good-bye to Ihclr friendship. If 1 remain iheir friend I can not 
be true to my party unless 1 play the role of a spy and on the other 
hand if 1 am true to my party 1 cannot remain their friend without 
playing the role of a traitor. 

I have drafted a telegram to the office and before others are 
caught in League's net all the leaders of Unionists (from all districts) 
should find a reply to it, 

1 hope i will come successful. 

Yours obediently, 
Ahmad Yar Daultana 
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26^ Carter Road, 
Bandra, 

Bembiy, 

n;i2tli May, 1916, 


Coaildentlal 

Rarmil 


My dear Sir, 

I have done tny bail and ata doubtful of miy ooppleta supceiB. 
Bhai Sikftiidar and mytalf have btea drafting the Hp]y to your letter. 

I may have an honest difference of opinion. 

1 hope you reach Lahore on the Utb, As a matter of fact 1 
could leave today but 1 don't with to dlspleaK as oM and a very 
dear friend, 

Tbe worries are too much to keep one happy and 1 have decided 
to get out of everything and work for the Parly, 1 gave you my word 
of honour on the evening of the 4th of April and eonhrmed it with 
my letter the next morning and all my efforts will be to do all 1 can 
to make you successful and will be very fortunate if all my friends 
ht themselves in my programme, otherwise 1 can't leave or change 
my course that 1 have decided to adopt. This is final word from me, 


Yours obediently, 
Ahmad Yar DauUana 


465- 


The "Daily Siyasai’^ 
Lahore. 

12th May, J936. 


My dear Sir Mian Sahib, 

I wish you a very happy journey and sojourn at Dilhouaie. 
May Cod grant you bcaith and success in your new work- 

1 have spoken to my brother and it appears that the aritcle, 
though published in a later issue, was actually written before 1 could 
speak to my brother regarding my talk wkh you. This was so 


because, my brother happened to be away from office on account of 
serious illness of one of his som. 

Let me, however, add that 1 have a great regard for your 
opinion. The fact that Sir Emerson is a hard roan and can become 
harder was well known to me before I started my compaign against 



him. This did not and cannot induencc my policy* I ahalli however, 
abide by the promise that 1 have siven you. 

Unless I have a list of gentlemen of Lahore who have agreed to 
cooperate with you, 1 cannot recommend names to whom the Lahore 
office can be entrusted. 

The, proposal made by you regarding the cpoperaiion of my 
paper with your Party does not appeal to me. I would have sub* 
mitted my proposals, but gulf, between my ideas and yonrst ts so 
great that I do not think it will serve any purpose whatsoever. 

- With renewed good wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 
Syed Habib 

Khan Bahadur Mian Sir 

Fazli Hussain Sahib, M. A., IC.C.S,Z,, IC.C.1.E., 

Empress Road, 

Lahore. 

26, Carter Road, 

Bandra. 

I3lh May, 1936. 

My dear Sir* 

After all Sikander seems to have agreed and I hope to leave 
tonight. I am greatly disturbed to find that friends like even 
Sikander suspect me when 1 cannot honestly agree* Jn our unfor¬ 
tunate province merit does not count but if merit is combined with 
office then there it no difficulty. 

Mitra is coming and has relinquished his charge. If your health 
permits it will be belter if you take over in June and when necessary 
you can be returned from my constituency, 

Hope you are quite well. 

With rcspccls, 


Yours obediently, 
Ahmad Yar Daultana 
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467. 

CoDHdentjjit 

L 

& Pcfsoni] 


Reserve Back (Central Office), 
Fort, Bombay, 

Uth May, 1936. 


My dear Mjan'Sahjb, 


, I duly received your letter of the 4t{i instant, for which many 
thanks. 1 have since received your letter of the 7th also, which has 
coiue to me as a most painful surprise. Your analytical comments 
on my statement, which 1 sent through Maqbool, are so uncharitable, 
farfetched, and unjustiGed, that lam compelled—though reluctantly 
to enter a protest. I* therefore, propose writing to you frankly 
and in some detail, not merely to viudLcate my own position, which 
is only a secondary consideration, but also to assure you of the 
bona fides of Maqbool and others who have been loyally working For 
you and the party. The statement under reference was drafted by me 
here, and was sent to Maqbool with the request that it should be 
shown to you for making any modiJications which you may consider 
necessary, and that thereafter it should be issued with an csplanaiory 
note, which might leave no doubt regarding our relations and elimin* 
ate possibility of my statement being misunderstood or misconstru" 
ed; and that it should, in particular, prominently reiterate my 
previous declarations to the eJTecr that there was no question of 
rivalry, between us, over the leadership of the Unionist Party, and 
that I was as willing as ever to work with you., if need be even as a 
back-bencher. 

* 

This being my position, I cannot, for the life of me, understand 
what made you pul uncbaritable interpretation on my draft state¬ 
ment. Had it been my intention to issue the statement with the 
motives, which you seem to have unjustly ascribed to me, you would 
have been the last person to whom I would send it for approval and 
revision. This fact alone is sufficient to prove my bona //d'ei; more¬ 
over, if 1 had any sinister motives 1 would hardly ask Maqbool and 
Ahmad Yar, in the same letter in which 1 sent them my draft state¬ 
ment, to sec Raja Narindra Nath also in order to invoke his good 
offices for restoring the chances, of his party and the Unionists 
working together, which existed prior to the release of your 
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**hufried'\ and, if I may repeat what I said before, unfortunafe 
itatement. Thai statement^ I am given to understand bad sefionsly 
impaired the chatices of iioii'Agriculturist Hindus joining hands with 
the Unionist Party, and my utitity in bringing thon^ Mots' 

over^ you wilt* I trust, admit that I would have been perfectly justi6<- 
ed. on your own precedent, in issuing my sutemeiit wj|hoiit even 
showing it to you. You may be aware that there are people who 
have been attributing uncharitable motives to you for issuing that 
hurried staiement. They even go so far as to allege that the state* 
ment was deliberately designed to alienate flrom me the good-will of 
my Hindu and Sikh friends. But notwithstanding such insinuations 
^whlch personally I refuse to accept»and despite certain obviously 
unfortuuate and shortsighted passages in that statement, and the fact 
that it was issued without being shown to me, I did not allow my 
complete faith id your bonaJlJes to be shaken or alfected. Nor did 
1 allow various misleading and unwarranted references published 
after my recent visit to Lahore to .stampede me into issuing any 
rejoinder—public or private. 

As such, you will forgive me if I am sorely disappointed at your 
attitude as disclosed in your recent note. You have known me 

Vi ! 

fpf^ciently long to appreciate that it is foreign io my nature to adqpt 
any underhand or unsavoury tactics. You also know that I gm pot 
afraid of crossing swords openly and abovc>board when I am forced 
into a hght; and that when I give my word I mean what 1 say and 
stand by it- It would be against my traditions and upbringing to 
act otherwise. Moreover, where was the necessity for me to adopt a 
toiipous or roundabout course when you yourself were, and still are, 
prepared to give me the option of assuming leadership if I so destred. 
Had my intention been merely to acquire power or leadership of the 
Unionist Party for myself, 1 could have frankly claimed it from you 
by taking you at your own word, or else could have accopied the 
invitation of those who asked me to form and lead a party of my 
own. I can assure you that my not resorting to any of these alter* 
nitives was dctibefaic, and was due to my earnest desire to ierw the 
best interests of the Province, to avoid split among Muslims and othen 
and to my pertonal regard for you. In view of all these facts, I 
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expected eod detetved better of you thm whet [* revealed in your 
unjustified reactions to. and uawarriaicd interpretations of> my draft 
statement. 1 am confident that when you give my statement a calm 
and dispassionate consideration in the light of the above observations, 
you win youfielf realise the tnjuitice of your comments. 

May 1 also briefly explain what I r»lly tnieiided to convey in 
my fltatement, in order to convince you tha^ your charittWe [sfc.) con- 
ciittidfli ufc irreconcilable with the text of my statement as well as 
with the spirit in which it was conceived. I wiH take your points one 
by one:— 

(a) Apparently* your remarks under {!) refer to the following 
passage in my statement. friend* however continued 

to press him; Sikh, Hindu and some Muslim friends on the 
ground that communal tension, mistrust and bitterness was 
likely to be accentuated with the approach and advent of the 
new Reforms and would seriously hamper the smooth work¬ 
ing of the new constitutional machinery, unless somebody 
who enjoyed the confidence of all communities and interests 
was forthcoming to bridge the gulf and to restore harmony 
and re-establish mutual confidence. 

This is merely the reproduction of their views as conveyed to 
me. It if not necessary to discuss the justification or nserits of such 
views; but the fact remains that they have been voiced both publicly 
—ia press and from pjatform'^as well as privately, 

(fi) This appears to have been due to an inexplicable misreading 
of the following passage in my statement. was suggeited 
that Sir Sikander should come back fo assist tn, and if 
necessary to undertake the whole responsibility for, organiz¬ 
ing the party—which was to be non-communal and free from 
sectarian or class restrictions or prejudices—and that pend¬ 
ing his return Sir Fazli should start and carry on the work 
with the assistance of Sir Sikander's friends.** This passage 
is meant to convey nothing more or less than what you and 
Sir Shahabuddin told tat, rir.. that in view of your indiefer. 
ent health and for the sake of the Province and the com- 
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munity I should come biclc, to assist you in organizirtg tbc 
party on agreed lines and when necessary retieve you of,the 
burden by assuming full responsibility, I may also remind 
yoD that the suggestion tliat pending my return you would, 
in spile of your indifferent health, carry on tbe work single- 
handed with such of my friends who could coDvenicntly and 
usefony undertake to assist you came from you; and it was 
in deference to your wishes that I suggested the names of 
Ahmad Yar and Maqbool and took them to you. It would 
be clear from this, that the passage under reference was 
neither intendedt nor can it fairly be interpreted, to mean 
that ^*f>n S's return you will hand over the work to him." 

fPp_ 5—6 of the original are misBingJ 

......in my staling the fact that I had asked my friends to work under 

you and assist in the task of organizing the party in deference to 
your own wishes. 

In view of the aforeiflid statemcal of facts, it is hardly necessary 
to anter Into any unpleasant and useless controversy over the exact 

purport, spirit, or meaning of our conversations at Lahore. Unless 

any one of us was talking with mental reservation (which I on my 
own part was not doing, nor did Ithink that you were doing ao) 1 
see no juatifleatton or need, whether on your part or mine, to attempt 
to strain the text or implications of our frank conversation and 
unreserved exchange of views. I do not wish to dilate further on 
this painfnl subject. You know perfectly well, ai 1 do, what we both 
said and meant. As I have already slated, I on my part stand by 
what I said and I naturally expect you to do the same. 

I deeply appreciate, and noiwithsianding your note under reply, 
reciprocate the generous references and intentions whiah you have 
expressed in your letter and to my friends, and have now repeated in 
your message ^through Ahmad and Maqbooj. On my part let roe 
once again assure you—and I hope It will not be necessary for me to 
repeat it—that despite the utter disregard for ray feelings evinced 
in the issue of your "hurried" statement and recent note, ! never had, 
nor have, any intention, for reasons already explained of'^challenging 
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your leadership of otherwise embarrassing you by queering the pitch 
by any action on my part* May I hope that my repeated assurances 
will now finally set at rest your own anxiety, and put an end, once 
for allr to the nefarious machinations of mischief makers. Confidence 
begets confidence; and until I received your note I was happy in the 
belief that our mutual relations and trust transcended the possibility 
of such misuaderstaodings or such susceptibility to petty mtrjguea. 
I hope you will forgive me for renaarkitig that a General cannot 
expect to win the confidence of his cotnrades-at-arma ot followers 
and to lead them to victory* unless he concerns bimself with safe* 
guarding of their interests and vindicating of their position even 
more jealously than his own undisputed leadership. 

I am extremely sorry that I should have unconsciously added to 
your worries and anxieties in the present state of your health, by 
proposing to issue my draft siatement. T cannot reconcile your note 
with the kind message, you sent me a few days ago through Maqbooi. 
that you will be willmg to issue any statement, which I may desire, to 
vindicate my position. Anyhow, in view of your feelings in the 
matter* I have decided to abandon the idea of issuing my statement. 
This however does not imply that you should not issue any further 
itatoment, if you so desire, in your interest or that of the party. 

I must now acquaint you with my future plans. Let me first 
repeat the assurance, which I gave you and other friends, that I shall 
not allow my prospects here, or other considerations of a personal 
nature to stand in the way of seeking my release rrom the Bank if my 
services are needed in the Province, Your kind message.i delivered 
by Ahmad Yar and Maqbool, that you need me and would throw 
over the work yourself unless you were assured of my return to the 
Punjab, makes it even more diffleuk for me to refuse. Before taking 
final action in the matter, however, I must await your considered 
reply to the questions conveyed in my last letter, which were dictated 
from your view>potnc more than my own, as to whether it was worth* 
white farther straining your already IndifTereat state of health, and 
my relinquishing my post here, unless you are satisfied that there' is 
a reasonable prospect of our being able to contribute usefully and 
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co»stnictrve]y towardt ameliorating the condition of the Province 
and i[i people under the new ditpen^tion. Thia will not be possible 
from ibe op|>ositioii benches, or even from the Treasury beaches 
^itliQut a stat>te and reliable majority. Personally, I am conildent 
thatr ^od's Grace, standing together we can meet any contingency, 
but you must on your side also weigh and consider all possible even- 
tiialilies. Tf after considering all pros and cons involved, you stilt 
consider that I should come, I will not fail you. The actual date of 
my return to the Punjab, however, must be determined by so many 
factors^ but my genuine desire to respond to your cordial and pressing 
summons and to relieve you of the drudgery and strain of all but big 
items of policy, and more important details, at the earliest possible 
moment, will prove the most decisive factor. In this connection, 
plcast let me know whether coa could get an opportunity ofsounding 
Ihe Governor, on the lines of your talk with me, regarding FiFow’i 
successor and the other changes in cabmet, in the event of 
my rethm to Punjab in or about October next. In the mcaotime, 1 
will keep in coimmunicatton with Raja Sahib and other Hindu friends, 
udiile^you are atDaihousje. 

Sir James Giigg, us i atiiicipaicd, shares the view-point of my 
colleagues in the ffanV and does not favour my severing connection 
with the Reserve Bank. T told him, however, that if T am needed in 
the PunjiUb, I will have to return, and that I would give him a 
definite indication later, and also reasonable notice. I confess that 
your last note made it difficult for me to tell him definitely of my 
iutcAtion to return to the Punjab,... 

(Further page/s of the original are missing] 

( Yours sincerely, 1 
Sikandcr Hayat Khan/ 


468. 


Bakrota Hall, 
Dalbousie. 


15tb May, 1936. 


Dear ^ik. 

Yours of the 13tjb; reached me today. 
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I am vary grataFuI to you for your generous sentiments and 
forbearaace but you and your friends find my leadership in the matter 
of the statements issued on 1st April 1936i defective cspeeialJy in the 
matter df your position in the parly and your statements in reply to 
Hindu offer to you. As toon as 1 came to know of it. I offered to 
make matters clear as I nitdcrstood them. Your two friends expressed 
complete satisfaction but you were apparently not and are not 
satisfied. Frota tst April to Bth May, 1 have slaved [ ? ] for this 
party, but you were the chief beneficiary. I have failed to retain 
your confidence and gladly retire from leadership and from public 
political life, so you should return at once and assume leadership and 
need apprehend no trouble of auy kind front m:. As 1 will have 
abandoned politics completely there will be no difficulty in ray agree¬ 
ing to any scalements you may wish to issue, only you can have no 
objection to my explaining to the public the circumstances which led 
to my decision. I wish you, your friends and the party every success. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sir Sikander Hyat Khan. Fari-i-Husain 

469. Lahore. 

15th May. 1936. 

Dear Mian Sahib, 

The Ahraris arc holding a public meeting at Bagbbanpura on the 
16th tomorrow. Mai ak Mohd Din Municipal'President came to see 
Mian Sahib this morning. He related your talk with Mr. Kaiser on 
the 13th and he is of opinion that it is high time that Zafar All is 
secured and somfe^thing paid to him. He also gave the information 
that Zafar All is being approached by the Jinnah people and that 
they are trying to have a joint statement from Zafar Ali aad 
M, Tshak Mansabrawi. [ ? ] 

Maiak Mohd Din thinks that Zafar Alt assisted by-Pir Mohd 
Shah can very successfully hold a meeting at Baghbanpura or any¬ 
where else and oountenict Ahrar influeoco, Mohd Shah is no doubt 

very useftil and really effective against Ataullah Bukhari and Co, 
Pir Mohd Shah also came to see me yesterday and discussed the 
Ahrar meetiug at Baghbanpura and offered to counteract it effec¬ 
tively. His association can function and will have Id be helped. 
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Matak Sahib suggested a thousand to Zafar AU at once and a couple 
of hundred monthly- He says it should be dojie without even Kaiser 
knowing about it. 

* ^ 

The Ahrar's idea seems to he to hold meelingi first in the suburbs 

of Lahore and then attempt one in the city. 

We have had a shower last night and the weather is cooler 
today. 

Sir Feroz Khan left for Simla last night. He thinks he might, 
have to leave for London in June neat. He is expected to know 
about U definitely at Simla. 

Trusting this wilt find you in better health. 

Yours sincerely^ 
Amiruddin 

470. Rohlak. 

ISth May, 1936. 

Dear Mian Sahib. 

I had a talk with Chaudhri Lai Chand yesterday. He was in a 
more reasonable mood than I expected. He promised entirely to 
stand aside. Of coutsc, 1 will help him to becc ir^ Chairman of the 
District Board- He also expects you and me lO do all we can to 
secure him some decent position. This is only natural, and there is 
no reason why we should not accede to his request. 

1 am sending you two alternative drafts A and B to be sent to 
the press to clinch the position and to produce some moral effect. 1 
prefer A to B. A sa mine with the lost sentence added in order to 
assure Chaudhri Lai Chand, Personal notes in B are largely modelled 
on the sentiments of Ch. Lai Chand in my language- 

C contains personal notes as drafted fay Chaudhri Lai Chand. 
Of course, he does not insist on them. I send them on for what 
they are worth. They are utterly unacceptable to me- 

His mood may be the result of his tatk with you or of his negO' 
tiations with Hindu Sabha people or' both. I understand urban 
Hindus were unable to offer him Rnja Sahib'i seat- He capnot find 
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a seat here. But that does aot meaa that we should not be reascD-' 
able or even generous. 

Yours sincerely, 
Chbotu Ram 

P. S. 

We meet for final settlement—or for the 
announcement of the scttlernent'—In the 
presence of commoit friends on the Ifitb 
May, Please wire approval for A or B« 

471. 17, Lawrence Road, 

Lahore. 

I7th May, 1936. 

My dear Mian Sahibt 

Zafrullah presses for the transfer of the doctor and has no 
objection to my telling you that he wants it. I am sitting over the 
file ever since I called it back on the 9th, Since I bad verbally 
ordered IGCH to put up the proposal 1 do not know how to dis¬ 
approve of the proposal I had ordered him to put up. He will 

wonder why 1 have changed so suddenly. . 

Will you kindly allow me to adhere to the orders, meanwhile 
asking the gentleman to take one or 2 months leave, so that before he 
returned from leave you could again post him to the place, I would 
have thus not annoyed Zafrullah regarding his wishes and you will 
also be able to please SD by re-posting him to the same place. 

Kindly let me know per return of post your orders jo this 

matter. 

Yours sincerely, 
Firoz 


4>^2, Durand Road» 

Lahore- 

17th May, 1936. 

My dear Fazt-UHusain, 

I have read Sir Sikandcf’s letter, H is a combination of eapla- 
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t(00 lod submiBstoii^ a cottcctlon of hot cold, a compoiiod of 
egotism and humiliation or a mixture of vaoity and sincerity' So, 
you can interpret it unfavourably or favourably accordiug to your 
menta] inclination^ But, while favourable inierpreiatioa will mean 
unity, solidarity and strength of the Muslim Punjab, unfavourable 
interpretation shall mean discord, destruction and chaos. 1 would 
request you, therefore, to take the last paragraph as the sum and 
substance of the whole letter. As trust and con&dcnce are bound to 
generate trust and confidcncei 1 would ask you to take a generous 
view and thus put an and to all disputes and dissensions which, if per¬ 
mitted to sway, shall inevitably end in ruin. More when 1 am free 
from my case. 

With best wishes, 


Yourt sincfcrely, 
Sfaahabnildin 


tVf^bfkiiAiim of RecdBclIlaTloD : 

Prt^iht 

He Hon’ble Khgn Bahadur C haiidhri 

Sir Shahab-ud-Din, President, Legislative 
'Coidicil, Punjab. 

Khan Bahadur Captain Sardar Sikander Hayat Khan, 

Revenue Member designate of the Punjab Government. 

Rai Sahib Chhaudhri Ghhotu Ram, M, L. C, 

Mian Ahmad Yar Khan Datiltana. M. L* C., and 

Chaudhri Zafrulla Khan, M. L. C. 

Khan Bahadur Captain Sardar Sikander Hayat Khan assured the 
Honourable Khan Bahadur Chaudhri Sir Shahab-ud-Dln that he 
entertained and would continue to entertain towards him the same 
feelings of sincere respect which he had previously entertained knd 
much regretted that owing to idnie misunderstanding, the reasons for 
which need not be further Investigated, he had not carried out his 
' underuking to address a letter to the Hon'ble Mian Sir Fari-i-Husaio 
in the sense understood by the five gentlemen now proseqt ^gt a 
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previous mectiDg at Simla in July last. He alho iniimated that he 
had beeo iaformed by the three last named gentlemea that so far as 
their action in the CounciJ on any future occasion was concerned they 
wouW reserve to themselves the liberty of deciding upon their course 
of conduct as each question arose and that they would on ail quei-* 
tions pay such regard do .the views ;and opinions of the l^on’ble lChan 
Bahadur OliBudbri Sir . Shabab'ud-Din I aa hit abiUty» tcniority, and 
experience entitled him to claim. 

ffonourahle. Khgp Bahadur Chaudbri 5ir< 

KonpitedTthcse assurances in the spirit in which they wspaoSTered apd 
a full reconciliation was effected between these two gSAlltilBCin* 


473. 3 Durand Road, 

Lahore. 

17tb May, 1936. 

My dear Sir, i 

1 have returned this morning. 

1 don’t wish to say as my Kargu 2 firi and. God hpows how 
Sikander was in the feeling of deep distress. I found thaf no one. 
wishes you and Sikander to work together. The nop'MuiUovi^ 
offidals, Sikander’s relatives and even Muslims who are selDsb and 
aspire to a scat in the Cabinet favour his return to work under you. 
Sikander realizes all this and feels that H is more on account of their 
selbshness than love to him. He bad a grievance and lam sure that 
this letter has made his breast clean and clear. 

tr 

1 now request you as a son requests his father to take it in the 
hast light and send a sbitahle rqply to Sikander whose feettPAS to¬ 
wards you arc that of a younger brother to,an elder brother, Ypu 
cgp save the situatiun now and I qm confident that you will tpke 
the letter in a most genexoua way. T resume my work tontpirow. 

With respects, 

Yours obediently, 
Ahmad Yar DauUana 
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474, RohUk,' 

i9lb May, 1936. 

Dear Mian Sahib* • _ 

The scHlemcnt is complete and was announced to a dozen of 
common friends who had arrived in response to our invitation, Jats 
arc dtremely democratic and we gave the settlement the appearance 
of what had been done after consultation with* and a mandate from* 
them. ^ 

' The statement in the form of the copy enclosed has been isaned to 
the press. Von did not indicate your preference so wc agreed upon 
draft B with slight changes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Cbhotu Ram 

P. S. 

I am enclosing an article on “Party Politics*' by Mr* Dtp Chand 
Verma. He is a Jat of the Rohtak district- He was educated in a 
Hindu (Sabha) institution under Hindu Sabha teachers. He says 
that he is a complete convert now to our views. He has been contri¬ 
buting to the Roy’s Weekly, ifinduxtan TimfSt and other papers, and 
comes up to the mark of a lay jonmalisi. If he is supplied the 
literature of the Party he can make useful conlributions. 


475 ^. Barnes Court, 

Governor of Punjab Simla, 

(Personai) May, 1936. 

My dear Sir Fazl-i-Husain, 

1 have heard that Sir Flroz Khan Noon is to take over his new 
appointment in London on July, the Ut, and will, therefore, relin¬ 
quish his Ministership about June, the 18lh, I am writing to offer 
you the Ministership which will thus become vacant, and to say that 
I hope you will be able to accept it. In that case, you will, no doubt, 
arrange with Sir Firoz direct, regarding Ihe date and place of taking 
over. He wishes, T think, to hand over from Lahore by telegram, if 
necessary. 



May I add that, for myself. I shall be delighted to have you as a 
colleague, and am quite fiure that your acceptance will befof the good 
of the province. 

With beat wishes, 

Yours siaceicly, 
H, M, Emerson 

K, B. Mian Sir Fazl-i’Huiatn, ^ 

K.CS.I,. K,CL£, 


476. 3, Durand Road, 

Lahore. 

20th May. 1936. 

My dear Sir, 

Since my return from Bombay I have not been keeping good 
health. It was fearfully hot on the day 1 was travelling in the Fron¬ 
tier Mail. I have n regularly attending the oihee and issued two 
statements to thr ^ which will appear tomorrow. One of the 
statements has already appeared in the Tribune and the other in 
People* Our progress is quite satisfactory. I may liave to go to 
Mailst to attend the polling of the Assembly on the 23rd and will 
return on (he 27th. Flope you arc flourishing. 

With respects, 

1 was really disturbed to read your letter to Bhaijan. I was sure 
you will make the elderly gesture. I again appeal to you in the 
name of God and the Punjab to reconsider your decision. Sikander 
will not be able to come now. U is really a great pity that this un¬ 
fortunate situation has arisen. You built the whole building and for 
Cod sake don't pull it down. You and Sikander would have sur¬ 
mounted all the djfliculties and no one except yourself can save the 
Province single-handed. Have mercy on us and forgive Sikander. I 
was afraid of this crisis. I have every hope that by God*s grace you 
will change your decision, otherwise 1 shall have nothing to do with 
the politics- 

Vours obediently, 
Ahmad Yar Daultana 
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477. 17, Lawrence Road. 

Lahore. 

22nd May, 1936, 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

Many thanks for your kind letter. Z. never wished anything 
done' against your wishes. He suggested filing an ‘'appeal'* and if it 
was rejected he is as keen on the exeaution of your orders as 1 am. 1 
have left the file at the Cecil and as soon as I get back on 25th 1 will 
get out the papers and wriggle^t of the situation as best as I can. 

I am in bed with a bad cold but'hopc to be well enough to go back 
on the 27th. 

Thanks for the wire; the baby and her mother are both flourish* 
ittg' 

With kindest regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
Firoz 

478. Lahore. 

22iid May, 1936. 

Dear Mian Sahib, 

When I wrote to you last [I also asked Chaudhri Shahabuddin 
Sahib to consult Kaiser about Zafar Ali. Kaiser after attending the 
Working Committee meeting of Ittihad Mfllat left Lahore in connec¬ 
tion with his business and came to see tne this morning. The 
aunouncement of the Personnel of the Parliamentary Board was out 
last evening in the Easftm Tintfs and Maulvi Zafar Ali has given 
out that the names of the members of Ittihad Miilat have been 
anncunced without their previous consent to work on the Board, 

Kaiser says that he told Chaudhri Sahib definitely that Zafar Ali 
must be secured at once and it was belter to have him secured before 
the announce mem of the Board. He thinks that the other parly will 
now do iheir test to leture him and thatthc Bhopal money might play 
a part in it. Therefore it is very essential that even now he should 
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be secured. But Kai&er says th^ b49 very^ de^pitcjy m^dC.U clear 
to CbAudbri Sahib that this should be. done with¬ 

out his iulcrvcntiou and he is not prepared to have anything to do 
with it as he says in this way be can be of more use to our party. 

Mtan Sahib had sent word to Zsfar Ali to see him and Zafar AU 
came to see Mian Sahib yesterday morning at about 10. He repeated 
his talk wttb-you to Mian Sahib and told him that you had removed 
most of the objections he had against you and your programme bpt 
he had not much faith in some of the members of the Unionist Party 
and that the Ittihad Millat will try to send men of independent views 
into the Council, He was, however, very much incensed against the 
Ahrars. 

Early in the morning Akhtar Ali Khan came to see. He had 
phoned me up the day before that be wanted to see me and 1 told 
him that f could sec him yesterday early in the morpiog. His gist of 
the whole conversation was that he wanted help for his newspaper. 
He told me that his father had decided to work against the Ahrars 
and was practically with the Unionists now and he expected our party 
to help them. 

This morning Akbtar AJi again’to spe me and told me that 
he had beep sent by bis father who requests help for his paper, 1 
tqld him that 1 shall try to do somethli^fpr theip and that he should 

for 3 or 4 daya. 

Kaiser is very emphatic that Zofar Ali must be secured) as soon 
a« possible otherwise it may be too late in view of the meeting of t|)e 
Parliamentary Board on the 8tb at Lahore. He is also, of opinion 
^lat other workers of the Tttihad Millat and those who are ^a|tv¥t 
Aticaris should be secured and made to announce pub lie ly.U^r vipws 
against the Ahrarts and Mr. Jlniiah so that latej on tyfa, ifj tjtoy &rp 
tempted by the latter they will findvit very difficult to swallow their 
public'UtteiuDces. It is very essentUI that the meeting, on the 8th 
shoiildibe failure as fares Punjab membws o/ tha;Board afO-cnhCOta- 
ed. Zafar Alj should be made to keep away from. it» which would ^ 
have bccn eorlJer if he had been secured before the announcenicnt 
of the board and even now the expenditure is worth tryipg. 
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Kaiser told me that he it alao writing to you today. He suggestt 
Rg, 1000 at once and Rs. 200/- monthly. 

I do hope you ate keeping better 

Awaiting for a reply by return of post. 

Youft aincerely, 
Amiruddin 

P. S. 

Have you got a telephonic connection and wbat number 7 


I 

47 $^ Reserve Bank of India, 

Central Office, 

' Bombay. 

22nd May, 1^36. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

Yours of the 18th jiiflt received, Apparently'my letter of the 
13th has not been taken in the spirit in which it was conceived and 
written. This is unfortunate; but it seems to me futile to fight 
against fate ^ My position remains unaltered, As I 

told you before, 1 am quite happy where 1 am. When you, 
Sir Shahabuddin and other friends pressed me to sacrifice my pros¬ 
pects here for the sake of the province and ihe comm unity I told you 
frankly that jf my services and assistance were really needed I would 
not hesitate to ask for my release and personal considerations will not 
be allowed to influence my decision. 1 stand by that undertaking. 
I have repeatedly declared publicly—both in press and platform— 
and have also tried to assure you personally on several occasions 
that I never had, nor have, any. Intentioji of challenging your leader¬ 
ship, but I fancy that you have cither failed to appreciate my sincerity 
and hoan/fdfj, or elscarc looking for some convenient pretext to 
divest you^elf of responsibility and worries which political leader¬ 
ship entails in the present state of Punjab poliiicg. 1 hope you will 
forgive me for putting this to you frankly and bluntly; t have tried 
bard to think of some other excuse or reason for the sudden change 
in your attitude after the 7th of May but have failed to find one. If 
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my surmise is correct you are at liberty to utilise my name again if it 
will help yoUf and on my part 1 can assure you that 1 wilt, as before, 
not say a word against it. 1 would, however, request you to make it 
dear that 1 never had nor evijteed any ambition or pretentions to 
assuming the leadership of the party and (in view of what has transr 
pired during the past fortnight) 1 have no intention of returniitg to 
the province, 

I asked Nawab Muzaffar Khan, when Firoz's appointment was 
officially announced, (and in accordance with the suggestion made by 
you when I saw you in Lahore) to speak to Ris Excellency and tell 
him that the Unionists would like you to take Firoz’s place and that 
if His Excellency bad no objection he (Muzaffar) would make room 
for me by going on leave or resigning his post. He (Muzaffar) sent me 
a reply that His Excellency had told him that it was too early to 
decide the matter now, since the vacancy will not occur till October. 
Since then, Firoz*B departure, I understand, has been advanced to 
sometime in the end of June or beginning of July. I therefore propose. 
informing Muzaffar that he should continue to press for your inclu¬ 
sion in the Cabinet but need not worry about me any longer, 

1 hope Dalbousie is suiting you and I wish you health, long life 
and success. My friends will continue to work for you loyally. 

Yours sincerely, 
Sikandcr Hyat 


K 

480. Barnes Court, 

Simla, 

23rd May, 1936. 

My dear Sir Fazli, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 2(si of May. I greatly 
appreciate the frankness with which you have written, and I under¬ 
stand your scruples, having regard to your health. When I made the 
offer, however, I fully realised that you might not be able, at times, 
to work so strenuously as you have done in the past. So far as the 
social side is concerned, this does not worry me in the least. Not 
only would 1 not expect you to waste your energy over social funo 
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tmt 1 «;<!uld it a if ypu,, did no. My, ow«^. 

ittitiidf i« that you tl^uld do ju^ as much or-an little oo tha apda) 
ypu fe^t able to do» a^d I^) Eveiyojvp, ivould u;pdcratati4r 

I h<^ ibia wiU tvmvp aoj douj^f-ypo i^ayi ^y«; aa4t U 
it^daairablp to,inal^e an aopounppiiipwt lu, 
you kindty send me a telegram which need only contain’ tbp Sjipgjif 
"V.ea’', ,io anticipation of a forigni a?«|»t%oce. I will 

t|iptnppj?int(n^t Itiyeu tp tbc^Prte^as,officii injprmntioii. 
best wishes, 

Youre nim;frdy, 
H, M. Emeripn 

Kr Q* Mian FazU-HuaaiOi 
K, C. S. L, K, C. 1. E., 

Bakrota Hall» Dalbousie, 


48L 3, Durand Roafl, 

Lahore, 

23rd Majf , l?36. 

My dear Sir, 

I and the Cbaufjhri SaJ^ib had long tcicpbcuic tnl|u wjlh 
Si^ander and Bhaijan has intimated to you the result. Sikander 
' must have phoned up to you, I am glad this question is settled, 

f fee) 1 must make my position very dear. There may be some 
circumstantial evidence to the contrary on account of the conduct of 
some of my friends but I can assure you that 1 have been most loyal 
and sincere to you and Sikander. 1 fee] it difficult to serve if the 
chief of the Party has any mistrust about me. 

The news in the Press about my being a candidate for the Minis' 
,ter8hip i| the act of one of my friends whp wishes to create the feel¬ 
ings that 1 am not loyal to the leader while they convey to me that I 
have been bought over, 

t issued a statement long *gP S* you its copy. 

The statement was published, ift- the People* the Ittqilab and the 
Afto. kh^yp sept agolhe^ statcmejittp CM 4 AfMdry Oazetle which 
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wifi ippear in tomorrow momtag edition. It wift justify H.E's action 
of offieHug the Minrstersbip to our leader. 

I hope you wiU accept my assurance. 

Yours obedteatly^ 
Ahinad Yax Dauttana 

P. S. 

the fftatement diacofises the constitutional aspect of the question 
in a careful manner and there is no mention of the fact that any 
a^ioa has been tatcen. It mainly says what is done on such occasions 
by the party, 

482. 

IjT ^ (X ■ jU 

^ jjl ^**1 p . •l*f 

^ ^ \ 

• ^i-T lii ^ £ k. >5^ i}j^ S iJJ^ 

liiVs rtf S* ^7*1 %^J (J&* gSy 

jAX* jTt - ISj-j jlaf ^ XI aTt- J-uC- ij^ 

#SfJI • U!« Lf*' ^ ^ 

Ol±*>Uf Pjjl , >1 *-01 ^ XI ** ^ *1 4a Ut* tJC* 

/\ ypjlj ^ ^ jj' ^^i^-' 

ta- y >1 ^jjl Jt bl >4^ 

jjl tjJVs ttbU f Lf i_ *jttJ 

tft* ij-1 S oyijh-4 jj\ *1^ , ui* T^tf jj> 

J^' 4;?^ MS ^ ts4* 

v^u oW -ijti a^u> jf, ^ 1^) jj}^ it^ igiif (4|: jJif Jj5^ 

ir ji P®»icf -3i:* j>l >* 

4 S ^ k-l> j>1 

£ f'*^*.U* yr Ji^f jfl - jjyiV | 3>*4^ tJ 

(i^T iS^ S>1 6U«3f j j! J 3 I u^ J'^..^ 

lW j ^ji f • £. >1 f >Xit 

^ ^ ^ ay *f-j yT ^ ^ 0'^*^ Vl?** i- ut* 
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jy JL* Jj1 J jy ^ \J^ 

fjk^. ^ uy - ff* (JjA ut^ C*^-^ i;,i#?^ jJ 

jjl ^-f oU^ jTl O^t j*l v' jjl ^ 

^Ji ^ iis^ ^ j-*^ W>»* *> 

tjM ^ Jlj- S'^jS^ /* t> 4^"^ il uL- lij ^ >if ^ 

jTfcjUl /jJ jj» ' j3^ v*^ <->^ J^' 

. r„ ^ u/'ftr 4?^ £ oi ^j>, 14 ^ Li^ 

^ ui* t*-*— lJ bcnclier Jal ^^jl £, 

^4 *j jj 1 . ^ OtfM UT Iji^ u^ > (S' H *** 

^ jij iT^ <^‘/ - >1 Lt* -f- ^ H ^ 

JU ^ 4 Si L»^l J>l C^4 t-ft* *iJj £~ ^ 

oJ>^l - ctr *'i^' ^ ♦f 4- ^>t -H^ <s. ltI jjl ^ J>f 

^ \i*^A Cwi ^ ^ v*^ <^j-^>r A ^ 

4j^ V^ (JM tr'i jf^ f JJ^ ^ J j' f ^ *J^ 

^ Jj 1 £ r'S' ^ ^ ^ 5 ^ Ji*J- 

i- Ui- -‘*IS>f y-^f ^ 

^;J^^J ^ Ji^ oW ^ 4^ 1^5^Lf^ 

O^ 0 &* jLSjl ( 3 =^ LJt* JJ^ iJtt" iJ-i^ <-t* 

^ ^ ^ vLA^ ^ sL ^ 

^ j cif* >r ijf*^ ^ d^lp 4 ^- J*^'* 

Wl ^ Ui- ^ -=1 ^ -J 

^ ^ il £ oi ^ 4- tx* 

n5^ j-f^ ftS' Ji**J ci>^<-^i- Ji^ £ a** ^ 

^ ^ l^Ly ^ ^ 

^h .j 0>1 *ji^j ^ ^'T J* cM^ ^ o4^ 4- 

j ji ^ t3*^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^jii 4jbj.> ^ h^U# (fj’^>t’ ^ • *Jtr <J>^ tjfr* li^^ 

tr^ M V* ^ <Jtr j-»' *£ 

4 JL. J>1 l£ **^1 S' j&ir tJjU ^Ic' ^jij £ iJjfJt J>* *^ 4 . IJf*^ 

j* It- ^ v*'^ f ^ 

- fji ^ >>>' Jj^ut- i^'j v^ c:tiJ —Jj OjW 

j£*ifi ^1 «jiW JS' v^ £ u&* - 'h’ 4£ £ <-f 
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tSj^ jjl jtOI ^ jCi 't'^‘ i5jC* J 

i. lH''* 

>?■ ^ i_b ^1 m' tfjt-* «i**^ £. ^J^-^ 

*1 yi jj' - (5^ ^ ^ f tiW i- ^ ^ 

■J ^ XI JjJ^* Jt* ^ 

f U!> ^ £, fcT^ ^ ^ tr' ^ 'J^ 

(jj^ (il^l fi ^ ^ lM ♦'^ it^J^ 

idjiP J iii Va^ tJ^yi lA- • Ol^ 

jS' Ul ^ ^ cj*t jie ^ »j ^>1 4l^ £. *^U -►Ij 

J*i_j5^ ^ ^ 3 . OJ jy -5-1* ur^iuT ^ £; 

- S -^jU ij *k 4 ^^ £ k' i- v^ ji' *J>^ -=^ v^ yf 

^ #s^IjL^ - jj*r ijit sj'^- ^ )j^ j^O '^y >^0^ 
^&iC Ijf **jyf * >* iJtW jij^ <Lfj 

4^ jfcif J ^ c^ ji' Jm ^y It—U 

Ij , I 4 J ULjJ ^ k. JT* ^ 

,j*Li ij jy - ^ oju >1 tA* y JUc^ ^ 

j’ff i^*?- iJt* *^j3 z. fis' j- -"W 

i^T *jUjs ji u-^ ^ LA* djU ji 1^1 A 

uy yT *r L* jjt (jt^^j (5jU r^ jj' u^J-^ ■"’ 

•if«^ yT - (f* jjU. T Jjpjlj tjM ^ ui^t ^ (j-fr* ^ 

y'- * uir ^ ifii j>-y ijy' «j>y “^^yj> 

t r ^ tj^ vl^** XI v^* ^ -'S' UJ ^ u*^ ’-i 

cancel <*.' y^ JH x* jf' jl^/f }j\ o's/U I4J 14^ jS^ 

- ui J^y }r^ 

fj^^jt ^ vfj** ■ <f- tS»*AX JUjI tJj £, iLSjI £. yT I-—>4*^ 

i^i«L* XI li^y * 

i- u&* ^ £ 6y £ *--—w 
tj^j* (jt* c**Ax d •-* ^ js^u^ y^ v^y 

jy^ jjy c.jij3 ^ y^^jg r Jji* i.-gji J Jj-c* -'S^ ui-^ y 
^ XI ir' ^ y ijT ijt- j^ji Id yyS^i j-^ ^ li'ijy 

jjj iJT - s>T *Jty w^ij^' 4 *- i^y^•'^ 

oj^ y^ tyy jj' ^ 
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yT jjl 4^ ^ jf> y*-U# 

jf ill* ^1 j>1 iSJa S <4^^ C^ - lf>f Lh ([J <s- 

J>s^ 61 Xr 1^ , i^tJ ftf* <ss, J-* ^'/ Jj**-* y—* ■*^ 

v^ tic j^ >i tJtr tS^>1 *Jj*?*-‘ ti^ 

LT b Jjl jj LJI^ Jf; - -j- JJ' iJj iS' 

jLc^ X 4J6^ - £>- ^ 4f tj^ ^ i-jV 

^ yl < Ijl^ ^ ■H u5t* JW tij^ JbJfjj 

^ «J bXi 1^ ^4 ^ 1 * S* (J** X 

«i jljjt jki j-( J\zm ^ ol/Afc Jj( ^rt'*S^ 

. ^ *1 «df ^lijl -ji^ ili- #4 • j-j ^ ^ y ^ 1 *4^T r 

^1 ^ X U*' r dJ^ ^y>^ Xj ^ ^ Ij T A jjl ^ 

^ «Vl . f ijji ^J'yUik jjjl , f Jrt-b (jJl^ X 

“ ^L 6?i da.*'^J^ <56*^^'"^ A* Ss*^ 

jJ^^i jLXlfc 

4SS. Bakfola'Hall. 

Dalbou»i4i 
24tb May, 1936. 

Dear Firoz, 

Yours df the 22ad May, X am very very glad indeed that Zah-* 
Dttah and you have been so good as to save mt from ditappoiatmeot. 
It was Dbt this particular maiter to which I attach any importance 
but it wai to principle and it hurt me Cbfeel that tny friends ahotild 
allow peraonat conaideratrons to prevail even * fVhen I Ventuied to 
emphasize on them the need of over-riding all those considerations. 
1 am very grateful to Zafruliah and to you for this. 

1 am sorry youbave been in bed. I suppose it must have been 
due to your hurried visit to Lahore and change of weather and 
climate and hope now yon are quite w^II. 

There is one matter I wikb to mention to you. It is about 
Fathh Mthammad. You know there is a need for two Civil Surgeons 
in the Punjab. The Government of India canttot supply yon two 
Europeans and some' one there is apparently delay hag ntatteta i,#. 
supply of Muslims in the hope that nou^Muslms already temporarily 
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in the Punjab or tn the Jail DepanoMUt might be employed. If this 
if 10 , it is most regrettable. P/ima facie there Is,... 

[fncompletej 

(Yours sincerely, 
Fozl'UHusaid) 


17, Lawrence Road, 

Lahore, 

25th May, 1936, 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

Shahabuddin came (o see me yesterdiy and complained of 
Zafrulla regarding doctor, I told him that Zarrulla had aothtog to 
do with the transfer and that t had ordered it on my own and then 
cancelled it under your order. He was putting leading quettions and 
also hinted that be knew about what I had written to you but I was 
not taken In for 1 know he is most cunning and treacherous tike an 
old elephant and would have created bad blood between me and 
Zafrulla. 

Did you get my letter i.e. note te DPH to succeed Rahman? 
Shall I leave over the case for you? 1 had better done the thing my¬ 
self. 

1 have not yet lucceeded in getting an air seat 
Have been in bed with Qu since 2ath, the day 1 arrived here. 
May go back to Simla on 27th. 

With kindest regards. 


Youra sincerely, 
Firoz 

Hearty congratulations ra Azim. Our luck has suddenly 
wakened up. Thanks to Allah. 1 hear Sikander 
is again playing the dirty. Jinnah's visit should 
be made a dismal faiture this time. 
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4S5, Duriiid Roid, 

Ltbore. 

25th May. 1936. 

Dear FazUi-Huuin, 

YouTsof the 23rd. Noted with thank* what you say about the 
Doctor'* transfer, I saw Firoz yesterday. He also assured me that 
be wilt not be shifted. 

It would have been very creditable if Azim had stood first; but 
for all practical purposes what is needed is that he should become an 
1, C. S. whether he stands first or last in the list. All's well that end* 
well. Cod be thanked. 

I phoned up Sikandcr even yesterday. He assured me that he 
will write to you as described, and that he had spoken to you on 
phone, t hope you have accepted the offer already; if not, kindly do 
so imtnediaiely and save the ruin of the Muslims of the Province. 

With sinccrest regards, 

Ever yours, 
Shahabuddin 



Bakroto Hall, 
Dalhousie. 

26th May, 1936. 


Dear Sir Herbert, v ' . 

In view of your very kind letter of the 23rd 1 gladly accept yont 
kind offer in your letter of the i9th to be your Minuter, and hope 
and trust the confidence and trust reposed by you in me will be 
justified. 

t will arrange with Sir Firoi Khan Noon direct the daw and 
place of taking over charge and communicating tejegraphicalfy to you 


accordingly. 


I r. « 


i/i i 


YourV most sincerely, 
Fa zl-i'Husain 
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Yarrow Villa, 
Simla, S. W, 

26th May, tm, 

DcarGnnj, 


I interviewed the Viceroy yesterday^ He started by refernng to 
the Punjab situation, and that he hoped it would improve!' 1 told' 
him that you have started organising the Punjabi and I felt sure that 
under your leadetthtp, Punjab would be restored to its normal and 
natural policy. He agreed. 

He then discussed rural development and said that he intends 
going into the courttry on horseback and meeting the villagers. What 
else could I do but agree with him? He then switched on to Nehru 
and atked as to the persons who support the Congress financially. 
He said that he is investigating this, I told him tbat neither 
Ahniedabad nor Bombay would be willing to contribute now to 
CongreM exchequer, 

u1 ' ' 

We then discussed his work on the Joint Select Committee. He 
teemed keenly interested in my forthcoming work on the ncw^con^ 
stJtution. I told him it would be published next July; and contained 
an analysis of important sections of the Act, 

1 was, on the whole, impressed with his earnestness, his enormous 
capacity for work and sincerity, 

Tf T may make a suggestion, it is essential that you end the 
Viceroy meet in Simla next July or September. 

Jinnah is creating something of an excitement here, and the 
^'Statesman*' seems to have been swept off its feet. - 


I hope'you are in the best of spirits. 


Youti sincerely, 
Shafaat Ahmad Khan 


4SB. Yarrow Ville, 

Simla, S, W, 

. 27Ui May, 1536, 


Dear Guru, 

My heartiest congratulations on your appointment as Minister in 
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thfi PuDj«b Gavorameat. You have conferred aa obligation on the 
country by sacrificing your ease and comfort, and burdening thia 
mpoDsibility at a time when you. needed rest. 

A * 

(2) Them have been very bumorouj developments in the U. P. in 
connection with Jinnah ParUamentary Board. Chhatari misled th# 
meeting at Aligarh and sent up names for Jinoah's Board. When 
the Governor of U, P. came to know if it, he was furioiu, and accord¬ 
ing to Sir J. P. SrivastavB, the Minister, who met me here yester¬ 
day, ho said, '*Thcre are two very strong men who have had the 
courage to express their opinion and think clearly. One is 
Fazli Husain in the Punjab, and the other is Shafaat in U. P.“ 
Srivastava told me that this false step on Chhatari's part has shatter- 

I* T- 

ed his prestige. 

^This morning I met Chhatafi in the Viceregal Lodge. He was 
profuse in his apologies, and wai frightened over the .development. 

He is calling another misting at Aligarh on Xnne 7th to recon- ^ 
eider the decision of the previous Aligarh meeting. He was greatly 
perturbed at these developments. Haig is going to give him a 
straight talk. At Srivastava’s desire, I am writing a letter just now 
to Haig, explaining the whole position. 

Jinnah's Board ts fantastic in the extreme, and we can easily 
laugh it out of existence. This is the first attempt mede by ^/innah 
to “organise*’ the Muslims of India outside the legislature, lam 
convinced it will be his last. 

Everyone here is pleased with your appointment. 

* 

With the kindest and most affectionate.regards, 


I am going down to Aligarh on June the 

' j ■ 

7tb to give a decent burial tb^Jinnah^s 


Your devoted follower, 
Shafaat 
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489. Luddan. P. O,. 

Mullan District t 
28tJi May, 1936. 

My dear Sir, 

I waa detiglited to bear today that your appoiotment has been 
ofliciafly aiuouoced. 1 am wiring Amjad Aii to issue a atatemeot 
on behalf of the party thanking His BxcctleDcy the Governor on bis 
excellent choice in appointing our Leader. 

Bhai Sikander has'written to me details at^ut the Urdu letter 
that he wrote to you. 1 hope that settles the matter entirety and 
that he will be asked to request the Bank Authorities to relieve him 
in the beginning of October. 

Are you going to stay in Dalhousie or going to Simla? I am 
trying to reach Lahore as soon as possible. 

1 am not sure whether it will be desirable or even graceful if a 
Member of our Party invites those who attend the meeting of the 
Council of All India Muslim League to Tea on the 9ih. 

1 am sorry I have not been able to send my inBialment in this 
month. 1 am arranging to send both the imtalBicDta in June. Hope 
you arc Nourishing. 

- With respects. 

Yours obediently,' 
Ahmad Yar Daiiltana 


490. 24, Melaram Road, 

Sanatana Dbarma College/ 

Lahore. 

My dear Sir Fazl-i'Husaic, 

Kindly accept my heartiest congratulations on your appointment 
as Education Minister once again. Your hrst victory was won when 
Sir Sikander was found a job in the Reserve Bank. Your second 
victory 'came when the Party of Sir Sikander agreed to work in co¬ 
operation with you. The appointment of Sir Ferozc as High* 'Com¬ 
missioner was your third victory. If yon are able to win over the 
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Urbanite Hindus, and you succeed in formulating a programme of 
work which is just and fair to all sections of population, 
whether they are Hindus or Mtislinvi or Sikhs, or whether 
they arc agriculturists or non-AgrkuItufists, you will cer¬ 
tainly be able to form a very stable minUtry, but would also 
bring peace and happiness to this distracted province. This would 
be your greatest victory. It is my earnest prayer that' yott’- may be 
able to achieve all this. I believe the interests of the Hindus, the 
Muslims, and the Sikhs are not always anatagonistic. Real states¬ 
manship consists in chalking out such a programme, on which there 
is the largest amount of agreement. If the points of agreement are 
emphasised, and the points of diiTercncc are kept in the backgroujidi 
real Hindu-Muslim unity can be possible. But this all can be done 
by a man who is strong enough, and who is not led away by the 
extremists in his own community. 1 believe you can, if you wish, be 
such a man- Once again please accept my heartiest congratulations. 

Yours sincerely, 

^ Gulshan Rai 


491 _ 3, Durand Road, 

Lahore. 

30th May, 1936. 

My dear Sir, 

The Ihsan has written two bad articles against us. I - sent for 
them now and have given them an ultimatum that if they do not give 
up this mischief we shall work against ihcra and those subscribers 
that have been enlisted through me will be asked to get discontinued 
the paper even if the term of the subscription has not expired. I 
will not stand in the way of their getting Bahawalpur grant for the 
services rendered to the SUie at my request but to future the Sute 
will have nothing to do with them. I made it clear to them that if 
we wanted to repay them in the same coin they could not get this 
one thousand rupees from Bahawalpur which was with K. B. Sh. 

Shah Nawaz. I have also written to Sh. Shah Nawaz aocordingly. 

* ■■ 

i hope they will come to their senses otl^rwjse by Go^l'a grace 
they will repent. ‘ 

*4^,1* L K 
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I bmvc every bope that you have gcnerouily taken Sikander's 
letter. I am aoilous to know your feelings on the subject. 

Yours obediently, 
Ahmad Yai 


492. BakrotaHalk* 

IDalhbutie, ^ 

SOth May, 1936. 

Dear Ferozc-ud’DiUp 

Yours of the 27th, J was not writing about you in particular. 
1 was writing about the Ahrar and 1 understood you were a member 
of iheir party since a long lime and I assumed you will continue to 
be so. Far be it from me to try to persuade any individual member 
of the Ahrar Party to leave it. It is not worth it. It is not the right 
thing to do. This, however, does not mean that if anyone by convic¬ 
tion wishes to join a different party that I should stand in the way of 
hts doing so. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl'hHusam 


493. BakfoU Halt, 

* Dalhousic, 

30th May, 1936. 

Dear Ram Rakha Mai, 

Thanks awfully for your hearty congratulations, which I much 
appreciate. It is very kind of you to offer me a party on any date 
most convenient to me. I assure you that 1 appreciate the kindly 
feeling behind it, but you have known me for many many years and 
you know perfectly welt that such public functions have no attract 
tion for me and T don’t wish any fneod of mine to use them in order 
to create reputation for me. What I value really is genuine honest 
conviction. Since youtiretirement, if the public press is to be believ¬ 
ed, your views, your express sentiments, your alleged actions have 
not given me any indication as to your views on many imporlam 
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poims relating lo inlcr-rclation between the three great communities 
of the Punjab, are sueh a$ igog association with me would have led 
me to believe. [ however value genuine honest convictions even 
more than agreements. If your and my convictions disagree it may 
be a matter of regret for me but still I have no complaint about it. 
Let us dtlTer and let qb hope that at some future time we may be able 
to agree. It is much better than false assumption of agrceinent. As 
1 have always taken you lo be a conscientious good man 1 have 
thought it necessary to give you my impression about you since your 
retirement because both of us have been and are in public life. 

Yours sincerely, 
FazbUHusam 


494. Barkota Hall, 

Dalhouiie, 

1st juneV'l 9315/ 

Dear Atta Ullah, 

Thanks very much for your kind congratulatibns;'which ! highly 
appreciate. 

You refer^to Shahjdganj affair and make certain suggestions and 
observations;— 

(1) The appellate court's dcciiion^as you observe {the judgment 
is open to appeal. In legal afrairs nothing is right or wrong 
except the decision of the dual authority and that only for 
the time being and in that partlcutai case. Therefore!, 
it is useless to indulge in expression of opinion on merits of 
the judgment. 

¥ 

* (i) You talk of the repeal of Gurdawara Act, in particular bf 

that prevision which has barred this suit. I am afraid not 
being a lawyer you have not realised what the problem is. 
But if you have some lawyer friends and they are serious 
minded enough to study the point, devote some time to it, 
then they might be able to help you to understand: Your 
suggestion that if the Unionists bring forward a private Bill 



569 


to repeal the Gurda war a Act—this will make them popular. 
This advice Is unsound. What one has to see is whether a 
particular proposal is right or not, is just or not, and the 
attainment of popularity is not an end in itself and should be 
avoided. ' I regret I cannot'accept your advice on this point. 

(3) You say that because it has been found that this building 
was at one time a mosque and the claim is barred under the 
Law of Limitation* this should be put right. Surely thou¬ 
sands of Muslims everyday plead the Law of Limitation to 
save themselves from the payment of debts. Living in 
British India subject to the jurisdiction of British courts, 
going to British courts for relief, you cannot but be bound 
by the taw enforceable in those courts. If you give the 
matter a ljuie calm consideration you will find that if there 
is a Muslim Mutwaii, who commits breach of trust and 
violation of the injunction of Islamic Law and Shariat for 
years .and years and if the beneficiaries of the Waqf* 
hundreds and thousands of Muslims, for years and years 
don't care the slightest bit to see'tbaf'thc 'Wjiqr of which they 
are in thousands beneficiaries, is ' being 'violated and • they 
should take some steps to stop it Ihen after scores of years 
is it open to them to come forward and say 'true Muslim 
Mutwalis were dishonest and thousands of Muslims do not 
care a hang as to their own rights or the rights of llteir sons 
or ^tbeir sons' sons yet there should he no law of limitation 
and no adverse possession. Personally 1 fee) that there is not 
much fairness or equity in it. Do you really and honestly 
think that this is not so or is it because it is the popular way 
of giving expression to your devoutness as a Muslim that 
you think this is the right thing to say and mention to me? 

About the tomb 1 have not seen the Judgment and I .ahould like 
to have a look at it before giving any expression to it. 

As regards Executive action—If Mohammadans had not made 
utter foots of themselves and committed blunders after blunders in 
handling this matter and if Pirs and politicians had not for the sake 
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of popularity and very very temporary and ephemeral appbuse acted 
in a manner most prejudicial to the Mnslim tntcrcati thta matter 
would have been closed long ago. On the Executive aide it shall be 
my effort to do all that can justly and reasonably be done and if t la 
course of time succeed in preventine Musliois from making fools of 
themselves to the extent they have been doing in the past I hope to be 
able to do something—take steps to prevent the recurrence of such 
incidents. 

Syed Ata Ullah Shah BokharL Yours sincerely, 

Fazl-i'Husain 


495 ^ Bakrota Hall, 

Dalhousie» 

Ut June, 1936. 

Dear Shaikh Sahib, 

Yours of the 28ih* I am much obliged to you for your very kind 
congratulations, which 1 highly appreciate. 

As to the warning I am very conscious of it. But it is not only 
this limited object of warning of the Ahrar attack that calls for action, 
but 1 want really good men to work for their community and for the 
Province to improve its lot and ‘to uplift the people. 1 want men 
who would devote themselves to this task and not work just for a few 
weeks or'a few months in order to improve their election pros* 
pects towards the end of this year. If I could gel such men to 
come and work whole time at Lahore [ would be only too happy to 
utilise myself of their services, but 1 know what tt means. Living in 
Lahore means expense." Capable men, if they are to be paid, naturally 
have to be paid high salaries—the organisation cannot afford them— 
hence the trouble. Now when you so kindly aad generously offer 
your services let us be frank and try to understand what it exactly 
means. Are these to be purely honorary on partly honorary and 
partly paid. 

(Z) When are you prepared to work 7 
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(3> What sort of work 

Shaikh Sir Abdul Qadir. 

[Incampi^te] 

Yours sincerely, 



Fazl-i’Husain 


Ava Lodge, ' 

- 


Simla. W., 

. ; 


^2iid JuD^t 1936/^ r : 

My dear Full, ' ' * ' 

Let me offer you my slightly belated but none the less sinoensat- 
congratulations on : 

(o) Your appointnieDt as Minister, which will “confound your 
enemies'', 1 hope ; 

(fr) Your excellent advice to Musltnu about Shahidganj. 1 have 
had several quiet chuckles over the pithy exhortation *'to 
seek Mr. Jinnah's advice and follow it if possible'*. You 
could not have put it more neatly t 

Hoping you are quite fit again and that I shall see you here 
before long. 

Yours ever, 
Henry D. Craik 

497 . 

Bombay 
2nd June, 1936. 

My dear Mian Sahib. 

Yours of the 28th May. Many thanks. ‘ ' ' 

' *. 

I heartily reciprocate your view and wish that the happenings 
between the 8th of May and now should be completely eradicated ' 
from mind and forgotten. 

1 am glad you accepted the Ministership; it will solve several 
dilficulties and bis avoided a split in the party which would have 
been embarrassing at this juncture. . 

I espect to be in Lahore on the 14th and 15th. as 1 have bceu. 
summoned In connection with the Peoples Bank; case, and intend ' 

it - -at I 
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going up to Simfa for a couple of days from there, I will avail 
myself of the opportunity to speaJc to Grigg about my release, 

I am glad Dalbousie is suiting you, I have always held that it is 
the hcalthiesl hill station in northern India. 

When do you actually move over to Simla 7 1 understand Malik 
Din Murid Husain has been sucCessfui at the polls. It is a pity Raza 
Shah did not turn up at the meeting arranged for bringing about a 
settlement. An agreement would have saved him and others tot of 
eipenae and worry and bitterness, 

Kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
Sikander Hyat 


49g. Bakiota Hall, 

DalhousJe,' 

3rd June, 1936, 

Dear Raza Sliah, 

Last winter 'I tried my best to get into touch with you but with^ 
out success. On‘the 31th of March 1 made another effort and I 
failed. Later on the date of the King Emperor's Memorial meeting 
I tried to get into touch with Makhdum Sadar^ud-Dinand there again 
1 failsd. Liter on the I9tb of April I tried ^to get you to Lahore to 
have a talk about this unfortunate election and again you pleaded 
business and important work. 1 donH know whether all these things 
have been due to accidents or not, but I trust you will calmly and 
quietly think over the whole siiuatton. Your family holds the fore* 
most position in the district of Multan and also in the Multan Divi* 
siod.' As such it is bound to excite jealousy amongst other people. 
U U your duty to act in a conciliatory, modest and friendly manner; 
to adopt the principle of live and let live, I have been hearing of 
the rite of feeling against you, but since 1 did not get an opportunity 
of meeting you I could not convey to you any advice, I am spending 
this month in Dalbousie but next month wilt pass through Lahore on 
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lo Simla. 


T <3o hopt yo j Will arrange before long to meet me. 


Yours sincerely, 
Fftzl-i-Husain 


499, Bakrola Hall, 

Dftlhousie, 

3rd June, 1936. 

Dear Shabab-ud'dlTi, 

Herewith a note on the affair relating to the mosque in the 
Shahidganj area. It conUint a very rough idea of my scheme for 
regiitratloQ of Auqaf. This has been in my mind since 1924. I want 
you to read this note very very carcfuliy and come to an independent 
finding—whether it is sound or not, whether it is feistble or not. I 
am sending copies of ih to ZnfruUa and Sikander for espression of 
opinion. I am also sending copies of it Co Maqbool, Ghulam Bhik, 
Seth Abdul Qhani of ICarnali Shaikh Abdul Ghani of Sargodha, 
Mohammad Asghar of Cambellpur and to Din Mohammad, Abdul 
Haye, Ghulam Mohay-ud-Din and Mofisao Shah, Please give a copy 
of it to Nazir, Ahmad Yar and Amir-ud‘Dia. 1 am also sending 
copies of It to Salik and Habib, 

t suggest that you call Mehr and Salik and Qaiset and suggest 
to them the advisibility of translating this into simple Urdu, Take 
it to Zafar Alt; try to keep him interested in it and in fact make him 
feel and believe that this is his own brain wave and that he should 
make a present of it to the Muslim public and force the Unionist 
Party "and all other parties to take it up as the solution of this 
problem for the future and press for legislation on these lines. If 
they are hopeful about it go ahead. If they feel that this it not likely 
then I will arrange that Zafar Alt comes here and so do Habib and 
^Qaiser and we alt have a talk, 

Yquts sincerely, 
Faxbi'Husain 
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500. Bakrota Halit 

Dalboufiiet 
3rd Juae, 1936, 

Dear Shalltb-udnlin, 

Your stenographer came here on the 2Sth, He has been here now 
7 days and you said he might stay here for 10 days, so he is here for 
another 3 days. I want a stenographer then from 7th to 20th. That 
is a matter of a fortnight. What can be done ? Please let me know 
at once. ‘ 

■ 

2, On the 20th of June X assume charge as Minister of Education 
and vacate my place as Chairman of the Unionist Headquarters. Who 
should take my place ? 1 have considered the matter and find there is 
DO one excepting yon or Chhotu Ram who could fill the place. What 
do you say ? Please write to me at once. 

k 

3. It seems that it would be necessary lo ^tablish a sub^office 

of the Headquarters at Dalhoutie forthwith, Maqbool, Jahan Ara 
and HabibuUah will be here before long and you will be coming later 
and so would Ahmad Yar, I suggest for the consideration of the 
next meeting of the Headquarters' Committee that a sub'Office with 
one steno typist and a chaprast be established at Dalhousie from the 
fith of July, so that the Secretaries mentiooed above may have an 
office and a stenographer and a chaprasi to help them. They should 
have some Hterature, some stationery and some money for contin¬ 
gency. The stenographer will need a typewriter. Is it possible to hire a 
typewriter for three months at reaspnable rates 7 If so 1 advise that 
this should definitely be done at the next meeting and when Jahan Ara 
comes all this should start functioning at Dalhousie not later than the 
10th of July. - • - 

4l Headquarters staff at Lahore-~Jt needs strengthening by the 
addition of paid staff especially of contributors lo the public press 
and I want rules and regulations to lie pushed into the haads of field 
workers in Tahsils. Someone ought to be in the Headquarters Office 
fit for statistical work, the nature of which I will indicate in a sep¬ 
arate note later. 
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5, It would be necessary to have a sub^of^ce of the Headquarters, 
at Simla for the monU of July, August and September In charge of 
a Secretary. So far as I know none of the existing Secretarlei it 
going there. It may be necessary to create one. I will make a recom¬ 
mendation later. In the meantime Khursbaid Alt Is there and will 
try to make such use of him as possible. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i-Hutatn 


501. Bakrota Hall, ' 

Dalhouste, 

6th June, 1936. 

Dear Srivastavai 

Yours of the 2ad June, It is awfully nice of you to speak in 
appreciatory terms about my views as you have done. I am sorry that 
some of the U, P. Leaders acted indiscreetly in encouraging Jinnah 
in his mad scheme of Alt India Parliamentary Board. 

The Untonlsl Party organization in the Punjab has made a fair 
amount of progress. Our Headquarters arc well established. My 
health has not permitted me in putting in as much as 1 have had 
a desire and them the hot weather has made our Secretariat less well 
nipped as It ought to have been. Now full work has commenced and 
a fair progress has been made in the countryside. But it is too early 
to say whether the progress is such as to satisfy me, But there is yet 
time and if by the end of September we have been able to organize 
70 or 75 Tebsils out of 110 it will certainly be a matter of satisfaction. 
I am asking the Headquarters to send you a few copies of Rules and 
Regulations and such literature as they think might be of interest. 
You ask me about the constitutional agitation and that unconstitu¬ 
tional should not be attempted as it is harmful and not useful. But 
these people want the Shahidganj agitation to continue m some form 
or other and henee our dilQculty. However, these things have to be 
dealt with as occasion demands. 

Yours sincerely. 

Sir Jawala Prasad Srivastava. Fazl-t-Husain 
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502» Bombay 

7th June, 1936. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

Thanks for yours of the 3rd June received yesterday and your 
lucid and succinct note enclosed with it. The line of action proposed 
therein will lam confident meet with the approval of all reasonable 
people. The proposal is attractive both from religious as well as 
political point of view and should be welcomed on administrative 
grounds also. Legislation on the lines contemplated in yonr note 
win obviate friction between communities and avoid a repetition of 
unfortunate controversy and hostility engendered by Shahidganj aJfair. 
You have asked my opinion with particular reference to paragraphs 
3 and 7. 1 am in complete concord with your suggestion. 1 would 
however suggest omission of 7 (vi) ^as a result of action under (v)**, 
etc., from the note when it is sent for publication with a view to 
^ invite public opinion and comments. It might cause unnecssary cons^ 
teroatjon among vested interests and might concievabty provoke 
controversy, actuated by personal motives, on the part of the Afurwo- 
Uis and thus obscure the merits of the proposal and direct criticism 
into wholly different channels. It would be easier to deal with hostile 

* ' ■ I* 

critism, based on personal and selfish motives, inside the legislature 
than through the press. We must avoid giving the Tirs* and their 
Khalifas an opportunity of engineenug unreasoned hostility among 

■ 4 ’ft 

their Murids and exploiting their credulity and ignorance. 

The cutting you have sent is amusing but is also mischievous. 
It would be interesting to know who inspired it. 1 am sending it to 
Ahmad Yar and asking him to try to trace it to its source. I hope 
your health continues to improve. 

I will be in Lahore on the 14tb and 15th and in Simla from 16th 
to 20th. 

With kind regards. 


(Kindly excuse pencil). 


Yours aincerely, 
Sikander Hyat 
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Fairfictdi* Fcrozeptir Road 
Lahore 

7th June, 1936, 

My dear Sir Fazal-i-Huaaain, 

Thanks for your kind letter dated 4lh Juae» 1936 and ita enclosure. 
1 have not read the full text of Mr, Sale's judgemmiL 1 have only 
read extracts in Che Tribune. On the side of Muslims it la asserted 
that the Shahid GanJ was once a mosque and according to Waqf Law 
of the Muslims once a mosque is always a mosque. The Sikhs coo* 
tended that the building was never used as a mosque^ that it was a 
Qozi’s court where Sikhs who refused to embrace Istam where put to 
death, la support of their contention they point to human skeletons 
and bones found under the ground. I do not know what was the 
finding of Mr Sale on this issue. 

The litigation wilt take its due course. There will be an appeal 
in the High Conrt and a further appeal to the Privy Counetl. Your 
note indicated that you wish to (1) prevent a recurrence of the abroga^ 
tion of the snered use of a building intended as a mosque and (2) to 
preveut the misconduct of Mutwaffis by having a law enbling the 
State to supervise their conduct. 

As far as 1 am aware of ih'; history of Shahid Oinj, there is no 
neglect or lapse on the part of the Mutwalfi, if there was any. It was 
change of Government which led to the abandonment of the use of 
building as a mosque. Shahid Ganj could not have been the name 
given to the building by Muslim rulers* 

No law passed by any Government can prevent the consequences 
of a change of Governmenl. The history of Shahid Ganj is a peculiar 
one. There is no remedy against the recurrence of circumstances and 
their results incidental to Shahid Ganj building. 

The question of having a law enabling the Stale co supervise the 
admiaistration of estates attached to religiuos buildings and the 
conduct of the custodians of these buildings it quite a separate one 
and has nothing to do with the recent events which have come into 
prominence in connection with the Shahid Ganj building. 1 enterlain 
serious doubts as to the utility of such laws as that of the Gurdawara 
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Act or of another similar measure passed in Madras. The Sikhs 
wanted Panthik control over their relisioia institutions. They have 
got it. But has the Pamh benefited or has the measure resulted only 
in putting into 12 pockets what formeriy went into one. In the case 
of Sikhs there were complaints against the private conduct of the 
Mahant of Nankana Sahib, No such complaints have recently been 
heard against Hindu hfahanfs or Muslim mutwatlis. 

As you say, the law like the one you propose will give rise to 
sectional disputes. Attempts at organisation oflcn lead to disorgan- 
isatioo* 1 do not know what the other Hindus may say, but my own 
view is (and in this I believe advanced Muslims will agree with me 
with reference to Muslim iostitut ions) that unless power is taken to 
divert funds to the creation or improvement of institutions which 
according to modem ideas the society needs, there is little use in 
having a law which will result only in putting inio 12 pockets what 
formerly went into one. 

1 hope, your stay in Dalhousie haa improved your health, When 
are you going to Simla to take charge of your new office ? 

Yours sincerely 
Raja Narcndra Nath 


JUI 
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504. Barnes Courlj 

Governor of Punjab Simla E» 

10th June 1936. 

CoaBdeDiJal. 

My dear Sir Fazli, 

Many thank* for your letter of the 4th of June and it* enclosure. 

As regard* your apecitic propQsa]s> I would like to have time 
before eipressing a definite opinion. There arc many advantages in 
the course yon suggest, but there are also some disadvantages. This 
i* inevitable from the nature of the problem. The big danger Is that 
one commuDity may be encouraged to bring forward claims in regard 
to buildings which have long been in the ownership and possession 
of another community, and that* in consequence, the survey you con¬ 
template may give birth to a new crop of communal disputes. We 
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have been threatened with several caws of this kind during the past 
year e. g. the alleged site of a mosque in a Hindu High School. The 
matter requires very careful thought and I prefer not to give a definite 
opinion until I have had a discussioti with you, 

2,1 notice that soTar your note has been circulated to a few friends 
only and that in confidence. 1 hope it will not he published* at any 
rale not until we have been able to discuss it* and in particular the 
suggestion that the Sikh? had no hgal right to demolish the building 
until they had obtained a civil decree establishing that right* and that 
coosequenliy the Punjab Government should have prmntcd them 
from demolition. I know of no legal authority for this suggestion, a ad 
I do not remember that it has beea previously made. Tt was certainly 
not raised by Muslims at the time; nor was it raised in the civil suit 
that has just been decided by Sale, If made now, we shall* of course* 
have to rebut it* and its publication would definitely do harm. It does 
not appear essential to your main line of argument which* if 1 may 
say so* is a courageous one and not likely to be palatable to Muslims. 

3. As regards building on the site, you may assume that none 
will be allowed so long at least as litigation is going on. For your 
own infonnation I may let yon know that under the orders of Govern¬ 
ment the District Magistrate has ready an order under section 144, 
Criminal Procedure Code, for immediate service if an attempt is made 
to build. Legislation permanently to prevent this is, of course, a far 
wider Issue which it is at present unnecessary to consider. We have 
also of course been continuously trying to get the Sikhs to make a 
voluntary declaration* but 1 am not hopeful. 

4, The point you raised in your letter of the 6th of June about 
Kot Fateh Khan had already received attention, and I hope it will be 
all right. 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Herbert Emerson 

Khan Bahadur 

Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain, K.C.S.I,, K.C.I.E.* 

'^BakrotaHall." DALHOU5IE. 
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506. PriT*f* A PersoBit 

Home Member of the CounciL Simb, ^ 

Dear FazH^ Utb June. 1936, 

Many thanka for your letter of the Sth June. 

I have read the note enclosed with it with great interest, and 
think it ihoiild certainly be most useful in keeping the feeling about 
Shahidgaaj on constitutional lines. I do, however, see difficuHicit 
about legislation oo the lines yon suggest, if jt is to have retfoapective 
effect, and if it is to apply (as obviously it must) to all cooununities. 
For example, I believe that there is a welbknown Mosque at Benares 
which is known to have been built on the site of a demolished Hindu 
Temple, and I have heard that there is a similar case at Muttra. 
However, there will be lots of time to consider this point.' 

Hoping to see you here early in July. 

Yours sincerely, 
Henry D. Craih 

Khan Bahadur 

Mian Sir Fazl-i^Husain K.C.S.T., K.C.I.E. 

**Bakrota HaU", 

Dalhousie. 


507. 3, Durand Road, 

Lahore, 

nth June, 1936. 

My dear Sir, 

Many thanks for your kind letter of the 9th instant together with 
Nuruddin's poster and your reply to Chaudbri Nazir Ahmad. I do 
not know Nuruddin. But 1 am writing to my friends and am asking 
them to make Nuruddin withdraw his remarks which are liable to 
legal action and 1 hope to get the reply very soon. As soon a^ I do 
it f will let you know. 

The question of organizing the Tehsil centres is a most difficult 
and delicate one. All the Tehsils axo hopelessly dcvtded.into various 
parties inciions and it is very difficult lo have both the parties in our 
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or^snizatioii. Uadcr Ihe circumsuaoes I am fixing up meetings in 
Mxizaffargarh, Multan, Montgomery and Jhang on their next Di»t- 
Board Meetings and will settle the matter on the spot. I consider it 
will be fetal to organise centres from the headquarters. The Secret¬ 
aries must pay a visit to the District Headquarters. The members of 
rival parties arc not so bad when they are talking to each other as 
they arc in their letters to a third party. Hope you are quite well. 

With beat wishes and kindest regards, 

Yours obediently, 
Ahmad Yai Khan Daultana 


Bakrota Halt, 

Dalhousie, 

Confidential. 

Dear Sir Herbert, 

As soon as judgments of Mr. Sale was out, I sent a telegram to 
Zafar Ali Khan. I felt it was necessary to do so and he published it m 
his papers, and I believe, on the whole it produced the effect it was 
intended to produce. Then I issued a statement to the Press also the 
same day and could not consult anyone before publishing it; because 
it was most essential that it go to the public without delay. It was 
in three parts and the first two parts are very simple, straight and 
frank, and oq the whole, I believe have been well received. The third 
part was very wholesome and. therefore, naturally unapalatablc to 
the enthusiasts who really have been finding it diflScult to reconcile 
ihemselves to the situation as it has developed. In Part 3, paras 2 
and 3 are, no doubt, platitudes, but 1 believe, necessary and whole¬ 
some platitudes, II is paras I and 4 of part 3. which have been in 
some quarters distorted and made to appear as something which they 
obviously are not. In para I of part 3 I say that when we have 
reached the end of stage 2 and not succeeded, I will clearly and 
frankly tel) you what T personally would do and what I would advise 
you to do. What had I in my mind when T wrote this, simply this 
that I would tell them that these methods have now been exhausted, 
we should now concentrate on improving the law relating to endow- 
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mcRiftand adroimstration of endQWmeau by the trustees, and the defect 
fn the cxtstin^ law i^s that the initiative is in the hands of the bene¬ 
ficiaries and they are not organised in funds to take the initiative 
and in most eases they are not public spirited enough to do it* That 
such initiative as is in the hands of Governraeat authorities is not 
taken inasmuch as the general formula is that Government should 
Dot inierfcic in religious affairs of different communtties; that we 
tbouhl move to improve the law in these respects* 

Id Para 4,1 simply repeat para U because after having given ^ 
Ihem unpalatablCp though sound, advice in paras 2 and 3^ it was 
accessary to wind up with wliat I was prepared to do in the matter* 

This matter has been made clear by Unionist papers like tnqUab and 

also by Siyasatf quite emphatically* 

Then the third thing 1 did was to hurriedly produce the draft, a 
copy of which I sent to you and copies of which I sent privately and 
confidentially to a number of friends, and it was intended that it was 
not to go to the public press till after the receipt of opinions of the 
gentlemen consulted* When these have been received and the draft 
changed a$ far as possible, in the light of the criticism received it 

might go to the Press* 1 have received criticUms from a number of 
gentlemen, and as was to be CKpcctcd, they are interesting as well as 

instructive. 

Yours of the 10th June points out a possible danger of inter- 
communal claims ag to ownership and possession of certain buildings* 
That aspect of it was not present in my mind, for what I had in view 
was the relationship between the trustee and the trust and the benefi¬ 
ciaries of the trust* 1 recognise that the sort of dispute you have in 
mind should certainly not be encouraged* but if, on the other hand, 
*uch disputes, as a matter of fact, exist, it would be wise to have a 
thoroughly reliable machinery for their quick disposal, rather than 
let these disputes gimmer. grow and create ill-feeling in that area. 

You have expressed the hope that the note be not published till 
after we have been able to discuss it* Certainly this will not be done, 
because you approval is condition precedent of ita further progress, 

As to the point about the right to demolition of the mosque 
building, flowing from the rejection of the Muslim claim for posses- 
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sion as adjudged by the Gurdawara Tribunal, That is a pqint of law, 
and, thercfbrci may well be open to more opinioas than one being 
held about it. I have bad it in my mind from tbc very beginning, and t 
nm not sufc* but 1 have an idea that in my letters fforo Abbotabad 
to Ferot Khan Noon, or Muialfar Khan or Shababuddin, this was 
mentioned. When writing it, the difiSculty, you mentioned, occufted 
to me, and, therefore, at once added the balancing consideration that 
the Sikhs may urge that the Muslims had not the right to make the 
Sikhs keep the building intact unless they obtained a declaration to 
that effect from a Court of Law; and added that this legal considera¬ 
tion would appear to balance each othep. On the whole, 1 believe the 
statement has had a sobering effect Pn Muslim enthusiasts and ha*: made 
them think.Zafar A!i Khan came to me after reading it and asked me 
that people thought I had something up ray sleeve and if so, they would 
all suspend their activities for such period as I wanted, so that, I may 
exert myself and secure the objective, [ told him frankly that if by 
the objective he meant restoration of the site to Muslims, to my mind 
that was impossible, unless the present administration disappeared 
and there was a revolution and some new Muslim Govemment was 
established, which at present appeared to me impossible, and that in 
case there was a revolution and Japanese Government were establish¬ 
ed, they were not likely to restore the mosque to Muslims. The same* 
1 told him, applied to the claim that the site may remain with the 
Siklis but the Muslims should have be right of praying there on. 1 
told him that so far as 1 could see my utmost ambition is that by 
persuasion or otherwise it may be possible to persuade of prevent the 
Sikhs not to construct any building on the site or otherwise desecrate 
the place from the Muslim point of view and thus cause annoyance; 
that for the present I sec no way of achieving even this limited 
objective* but to secure even that objective what was necessary was 
desisting from carrying on agitation—constitutional or otherwise, and 
what was needed was tactfully approaching to bring about such 
conditions which would favour the securing of this objective. You 
may rest assured that 1 am not likely to undertake to promise any¬ 
thing to anyone, until after 1 have had full discussion of the maUer 

with you. 


Thftfilcs awfully about Kot Fateh Khan. 


Yours vory siaccfely^ 
FazM’Husain 


LahorUt 

509. 15th June. 1936. 

Minister for Education, 

Punjab Government. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

(1) Public Services Commission. 

Major Ranwar Jagjit Singh of Jullundbur will make an ex- 
ceUent non-Muslim Member. Please help him. He is an 
old friend. He was disappointed last year when Jofi's son- 
iii'taw got tn as Sub Registrar, He has very good record of 
service to Govt, and is an old' friend, 

1 

(2) Saw Sikander this nLorniogi was very cordial. 

From his conversation, which was pessimistic, I guess, it ia 
only a guess, he may not come back. He said he might go 
to Simla tonight or Dalhouiie. 

Muzaffar arrived here yesterday moruing, held meeting with 
Sikandcr, Qureshi, Mehr^Shah, Ashiq Husain and then went back to 
Simla same day, Sikander may have given him this good news that 
be (Sikander) was not returning. 

Muzafifar's great friend Ahmad Bux and his brother and one or 2 
other relations were also present probably all pressed Sikander not to 
return. 

Yours sincerely, 
Firoz 

t am trying to get this crude news 
through M. D. Malik. 


* 

310. 15th June, 1936, 

D L T NK 16 LONDON 15 I R C 44 
D LT SIR FAZLI HUSEIN EMPRESS ROAD LAHORE* 
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HEARTILY AGREE YOUR PROPOSAL ABOUT FURTHER 
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR SECOND PART YEAR KINDLY WIRE 
AMOUNT NEEDED WHERE TO BE SENT AND WHAT CON¬ 
DITIONS SO THAT FULL VALUE RECEIVED BEFORE ELEC¬ 
TIONS HELPING TO COUNTERACT TROUBLES YOU REFER 
TO—AGAKHAN= 


5 il^ Yarrow VUlc, 

Simla, S. W. 

151b June, 1936. 

h 

Dear Gvnii 

Haig has asked me to come to Naioital in connection with a 
mectiDg at Govcrnraent House* NainitaL on 27th. I shall leave 
Simla on 25tb and will probably return to Simla on July Ist or 2nd. 
At Nainitat, Jinnab's new move will naturally be focus of discussions. 

Had Jinnah stood by himselft the position would have been com¬ 
paratively simple* as Jinnah has never done a solid day's political 
work in his life, and **organisation** is foreign to him. The psycho¬ 
logical effect of:— 

(A) a coalition of disappointed and* in some cases, discredited 
leaders of the Abrar* Congrew and KhilaJal variety with 
Jinnah is likely to strengthen the former, and discredit the 
latter. But this will take some time, and it cannot be 
denied that during the hectic interval between now and 
February* the Congressites will exploit Jinnah. 

(B) Tbc possibility of other groups coalescing with the League 
is implicit in the clever formula which seems to have been 
incorporated in tbc League maatTesto only after lurid flashes 
of indignation by semi-demi Nationalists of the Cbhatari 
variety, The manifesto renders it possible for other groups 
with programmes which approximate to the League pro¬ 
gramme to coalesce with the League. Jitmah had declared 
it impossible on April 26. At Lahore* he has swallowed the 
bait* and, from the point of view of internal discipline in bis 
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invertebrate and League ill-assorted party, has reduced it to 
dust. The party will present a sham facade of unity to out¬ 
siders, but Will be torn in every rein [?J by Uie incongruous 
elements. 

(C) Let us now come to the constitutional part of the manifesto. 
Jinnab, with a crudity which would do credit to the presi¬ 
dent of school debating society, has seized on the natural 
dislike of Muslim India to Federation, and calls upon 
Muslims to accept provincial autonomy and reject Federa¬ 
tion. This is an example of his pyrotechnic* and inordinate 
desire for "stunts”. Hollywood atmosphere and methods, 
graceful poses and elaborate gestures arc all right for boys of 
18, but Jionah'fi sole contribution in the present conlfo- 
versy is an attack on ‘'reactionaries’^' and his old chief, 
patron and protector, Aga Khan. The absurdity of the 
League programme will be clear to the meanest intelligence. 
It is impossible to divide provincial autonomy from Federa¬ 
tion by watertight compartments, and on April 1, 1937, the 
whole of the Act, except Part II, will be brought into 
operation. 

* 

(D) If the Parliament refuses to listen to Jinnah, is the League 
going to organise non-cooperation with the ‘‘Federal” 
Government in 19397 Federation is undoubtedly distasteful 
to Muslims, but non-cooperation will be siill more distaste¬ 
ful and positively pernicious. We have a choice of two 
evils, and the League asks us to accept the greater evil. 

(E) 1 have dealt so far with the programme of the League. Let 
us now discuss the personnel. This is practically the old 
Congress party which has been discredited in the past, and 
has now decided to exploit Jinnah's name to serve its own 
ends. It will have little inHuence in most provinces. So 
far as the U. P. is concerned, the position is undoubtedly 
complicated : 

(o) The two Nawabs have most foolishly and needlessly given 
their consent to membership of Ibe League. They must 
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' ^ either sever their connections with the National Agriciillure 

party or with ihc League, 

* 

($) The Agriculture Party^ it must be confesied, cannot commend 
' the allegiance of the Muslim electorate. 

(c) The reply to Jinnah^s Muslim League mamfcsto must be 
furaished by a purely Muslim party in U, P., which should 
be able to show its overwhelming superiority to Jinnahism 
by championing Muilim inlerests. 

a- 

(dp Two selutiona are suggested of this difficulty: 

' (i)' eilher Mnsfim candidates should stand as Independent 

Muslim candidates^ with a distinct Muslim programme. 
In such a case, an Independent Muslim party must be 
organised in tbe U. P, to^^ht the U. P. Muslim League, 

(ii) or, a revived and rejuvetratod^ -Muslim Conference—not 
- ; . the present e0ete body--could select thc$e candidates as 

its official candidates. 

In either case whether Muslims stand either as (i) or as (ii) they 
must maintain informal contact with tbe National Agriculture Party 
and, after election, they will merge in it In case of (s), aa iodepen- 
dant Muslim ,Party must be organised in the U« in case of (ii) the 
Mn^m Conference must be revived and reorganised^ 

, 1 have thought it best to put all the difficulties of the U. P. as 

well as of the electorate before you and the complications produced 
by the League* 

- Yon promised to send me a note on the Muslim League within a 
weak, 1 should be grateful if you could take into account the 
dificuJties axperienced by us, and let me have a copy of it, if possible 
before I leave Simla on 25th instant. 

Your worshipper, 
Shafaat 
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I6th June, IM6. 


512, 

My dear Sir Herberij 

'r " [Tnivmpletf] 

Th« Hon'ble Malik Sir Feroz Khan Nooa teJli foe that Ik wants 
to hand over charge to me from Lahore on the morning of the 17th, 
With your permission I should Like to receive it here at Dalhonsie 
and if you have no objection, I would like to stay on here till the 
end of June and then come to Simla, either directly or after a little 
touring, to acquaint myself with the working of my Departments in 
- some of the Districts on the way to Simla. It will enable me to get 
into touch with various currents of thought in differeat places. 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
FazM-Husaia 

513, 16ih June, 1936- 
My dear Mian Sahib, 

Sikandar has gone to Simla. 

At my request M. D. Malik had long interview with Mehr Shah 
today, Sikander has definitely decided to come back to the 
Punjab, 

Mehr Shah will definitely work for you. Please make use of 
him as much as you like. Make use of him at the headquarters, 

I knew in Simla that Sikander will be allowed to resign only on 
the condition that he co-operates with you. Sikander's mother has 
died. Please write to him. 

Thanks for your letter. Nor Ilahi U approaching Kh adijah 
Begum re Begum Shah Mawaz and t am getting another friend to 
intercede too. 1 shall see Jahaoara before 1 go. 

Shujaud Din’s tetter to you, you sent it to Unionist Office, AfzaE 
alleged to have shown it to Sbahabuddin. Sbuja bad said thtngi 
against Sikander, 

People have become afraid of writing to you. 

Your letter to Habib asking his opinion re Aziz and M,D. M.D, 
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feels yoD should have known by now that M.-D, Maltk was your 
friend and the other uoL I Cold him this was your way of creating 
opinion in favour of M. D. 

With kindest regardsp 

Youri sincerely, 
Firoz 


514, Lahore. 

prlfBte iBtbJune, 1935. 

My deaf Mian Sahib. 

Thanks. 

If Muzaffar and Fazal llahi do not play the dirty the opposition 
should not be. 

(1) Tasaduq Kussaini Zaildar of Sargodha jTehiiU has given out 
in papers that he wants to stand. He got a Jagir for 250/^ 
from Muzaffar last January. 

(2) Mian Mohd Bakhsh, one of my old rivals, has also given 
out, he is also a friend of Fazal llahi, Mohd Bua was here 
yesterday evidently consulting Fazal llahi. 

It IS difficult to guarantee that there wit! be no opposition but if 
there is an election we shall win. Allah Bukhsh* Muzaffar and 
Faza] Itaht should be brought into this show. People may just want 
to put you under obligation and no more. 

Nos. (t> and <2) should be definitely approached and asked to 

withdraw. Father and Allah Bakhsh should settle this before disperse 

■ 

ing to the Hills. 

Yours sincerely* 
Firoz 

Mian Sultan Ail of Bucha ICalan in Bhalwal Tehsil is a useful 
man. If he sees you. please tell him that I ieft a note regarding him. 
He is the same tribe as No. 2 and some relation too, but is our friend 
definitely. 
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515. Governor of Punjab, Barnes Court, 

CoofldentJal Simla E, 

18th June, 1936. 

My dear Sir Fazlt, 

Many thanks for yonr two letters of the I3lli and 16th lune. 

I have always realised from the beginning that your attitude 
towards the Sbahidgaoj affair has been sound and reasonable, ibai U 
has had a moderating effect and that, in view of Muslimi feeling no 
the subject* it has shown great courage. As I said in my previous 
letter, 1 also see definite advantages tn the course you suggest, but in 
working it out it will be necessary to avoid pitfalls so far as this is 
possible. We can discuss all this when you come to Simla. 

1 notice that you propose to slay at Dalhousie till about the end 
of the month and then perhaps visit a few places on your way up to 
Simla. This will be quite suitable unless aomething unexpected 
occurs* which mikes it desirable for you to be in Simla earlier: in 
that case I will let you know. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 
H. M. Bmerson 

The Hon*ble 

Khan Bahador Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain, KCSf., KCIE., 

Minister for Education* Punjab GovcrntncDl, 

'‘Bakrota Hall’*. DALHOUSlE^^ 

The Daily "Siyasat", Lahore, 
jig I9th June, 1936. 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

I have to acknowledge, with sincere thanks, the receipt of your 
letter dated the 16th instant. 

J believe* I, once, iaformed you that the Ahrars had no list of 
candidates as such. Their four or five names are quite obvious. 
They will try to approach candidates who have not been accepted by 
any other party* and then, fight all possible seats. 

Raja Ohazanfar Ali Khan himself told me that the League had 
no definite candidates. His plan is also similar to that of the Ahrars. 
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He gave me an Jnatance of a friend of h.is who has, for hit sake, 
agreed to stand on tJie League Ticket. Thii friend distinctly told the 
Raja that, he wai accepitng the League Ticket for the Raja*s sake, as 
otherwise, no party could help or injure him« 

Tn the circumstances, you will agree that I am not in a position 
to Mtid the list that you require. As regards the Lahore Branch I 
consulted Maulvt Ghulam Mohy-ud-Dia Khaa as he thinks this to be 
his sphere, t offered him help which he declined. 1 believe Malik 
Mohammad Din is the best person to start a branch in Lahore. Pro¬ 
vided of course that he cooperates with Sir ShahEb-ud-Diii. Though 
they meet often 1 believe there is no love lost between the two. 

As to Dr. Alamos constituency, T believe that the Doctor will 
stand on Ittihad-i^Millai Ticket. The Iitihad-i-Millat are forming a 
Board of Election today or tomorrow. 1 have decided to contest this 
seat on your ticket if possible, without it, if necessary. 2 have been 
to Rawalpindi. 

Whatever 1 tell you I tell you, on the supposition that the infor^ 
mation is not to be used to the detriment of my interest. 

With renewed good wishes for your health. 

Yours sincerely, 
Syed Habib 

Khan Bahadur 

Dr. Mian Sir Fazli Hosca Sahtb, 

Lahore. 


517. II,Davis Road, 

Lahore. 

19th June, 1936. 

My dear Miau Sahib, 

Your letter of the 14th lone which was redirected to me here 
reached ibis morning for which please accept my thanks. I am in 
full agreement with your suggestion that a statement should be issued 
from the important Pirs of the Province in support of the Uoionisi 
party. 
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Ahmad Yar showed me your note yesterday and I ^nvo him n 
list of the Firs who have influence in various districts, 1 am encFos-' 
ing a copy of that list for your perusal. In my opinion the following . 
Pirs should be approached to issue the statement 

1. Diwan Sahib of-Pak Fatten 

2. Sajjada Nashln Sahib of Mahar Sharif (Bahawalpur Sute). 

3. .do_........Taunsa Sharif <Dist. Dera Ghazi Khan), 

4. ..do.,,,,,,,,.Sial Sharif, DisU, Shahpur, 

5. Khawaja Ohulam Nizam-ud-Din Sahib ofTaunsa Sharif. 

6. Plr Sahib of Golra Sharif, District Rawalpindi. 

7. Pir Paeal Shah Sahib of Jalalpur, Dlst, Jheluni. 

8. Pir Lai Badshah Sahib of Mukhad (Disl, Attock). 

9. Saijada Nashin Sahib of Sultan Bahu (Dlst. Jhang), 

10, Pir Sahib of Pir Kot (Dist. Jhang). 

11, Khan Bahadur Mukhdum Murid Hussain Qureahi of 
Multan. 

12, Khan Bahadur Makhdura Saddar-ud-Diti Shah Sahib Gilani 
of Multan. 

13, Pir Mohammad Husain Shah Sahib of Sher Garb, 

!4, Pir Jamaat Ali Shah Sahib of Altpur Sharif (Dist. Sialkot). 

15. Pir Sahib of Maim Sharif, District Rawalpindi. 

ft would be a good thing if we’could also have the signatures of 
the Sajjada Nashin Sahib of Ajmer, Saj>ada Nashin Sahib of Piran 
Kaliar, District Saharanpur (U.P-)and Khawaja Hassan Ntzanii Sahib 
of Delhi, 

I would alio suggest that other Pin and Sajjada Nashina who 
have local influence in districts and the constituencies should be 
approached for support. 

We may send to these Plr Sahiban some literature of the party 
embodying the achievements of the party in the past and its pro¬ 
gramme for the future. Pamphlet No. 4—by Rat Bahadur Ch- Chhotu 
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Ram isaued by the Punjab National Unionist Party and my rejoinder 
to the the party maniresto and programme, will, I think, 

be suitable for the purpose. 

On receiving your final orders, I shall prepare a draft statementi 
which may be issued from the Pirs and send it to you for approval. 
We may then approach them for securing their sigoaturea and 
support. 

I am leaving tonight with Sir Firoi for Karachi and shall reach 
Thatta Ourmant on the 25th. 

Youis sincerely, 
Muihtaq Ahmad Gurmani 

The Hon^ble Mian Sir Fazl-i-Hussain, 

K.C.S.I., KCLE., 

Bakrota Hall, 

Daliiousie. 


5IS. Bagh Begi, 

Multan. 

20 th June, 1936. 

Dear Mian Sahib, 

Many thanks for your letters of the 2nd June 1936 and for the 
advice contained therein. I have been away to Simla. As f was not 
quite lure about my stay there, my letters had to wait hero till 
my return and hence the delay in replying. The information which 
has been given to you by some mlschievious person to the efieci that 
1 and my party wish to replace the non-ofncial chairman by an official 
chairman is incorrect. There is however a very strong feeling 
amongst a ma jority of the members of District Board against Syed 
Mohammad Raza Shah and some of them approached me with a 
request that our party .may put up another non-official member in 
place of Mohammad Raza Shah for the Chairmanship, Wo bad not 
finally decided on our line of action when 1 got your letter on my 
return from Simla and I suggested lo the members of the party to 
postpone this question till the next meeting of the Dtstfjct Board. 
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With respects. 

Yours sincerely^ 
A^q Husaia 

The Hon^ble Mian Sir FazU Husiaint 

K. C. S. U K. C I. 

Aakrota HaU, 

Daihouaie, 

3, Durand Road, 

Lahore. 

22tidJuiic, I93d. 

My dear Sir, 

! am better now. Yesterday we spent about 2 boors with Mian 
Abdui Aziz and Begum Shah Nawaz and most of their misondersland¬ 
ings were removed by Begum Shah Nawaz and it is hoped that Mian 
Abdul Aziz will soon decide to come to us. 

Sir Sflcander made it clear to Raja Narendra Nath yesterday 
about the position and I think he took the whole thing in a very good 
spirit. We were absolutely surprised to find a statement jn the Daily 
People, I was unable to attend the meeting of the Secretaries today 
as 1 had to get a contradiction sent out. It was also shown to the 
Raja Sahib because his name was also involved in the statement. 

We have taken Mr. Tabas'iitm today temporarily for our article 
writing and I hope he will do very well. Wo have given him two 
articles today and I will be able to report on his work in a day or 
two. 

Mr. Waqar Batalvp, an old journalist, came to me. You know 
him very well. He is an experienced writer. He has given two 
articlca in Urdu to Maulvi Ghulam Mohy>ud'Dm and after I go 
through them I will let you have my report on it. He wants to 
serve us. 

With respects. 

Yours obediently, 
Ahmad Yar 


I, Probably, *‘Waqar Atnbalvi”, (Ed.) 
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520* DalhousiCf 

22nd June, J936. 

Dear Agha Khan» 

Your telegram of the I5th of June which I answered thus:—' 

INFORMED JINN AH CONCENTRATING PUNJAB WITH 
BOMBAY MAHMUDABAD MONEY INFLUENCING PRESS 
LEADERS PUNJAB RESISTING SUCCESSFULLY FUNDS 
ORGANISATION BUT OUTSIDE ATTACK NECESSITATES 
ADDITIONAL HELP MINIMUM TWENTY ADDITIONAL 
SIX MONTHS FULL VALUE ASSURE0^18*6-36). 

The situation is something tike this. Since lost April the 
Unionist Party has been reorganized and a Unionist political organic 
zation of a non-commnnal type has been set going throughout the 
Punjab. We have been able to collect subscriptions for our need 
and the headquarters organizatiou is functioning very we)]. Amjad At! 
ii our resident Secretary and we have got a good set in the Secretariat. 
The Success has been so startling that sister cornmunitics have been 
taloeo by surprise and all their plans of upsetting the advantages to 
be secured by the Muslim community from the communal award have 
been more or less disturbed. So, a great doa! of opposition, as was 
to be expected, has resulted. Jmnsh has blundered into the arena 
very much to our prejudice. He has not been able to obtain any 
support front any section of the Unionists, Even the Tthad*i-Mtlat 
Le* the extremist section of the Muslims has refused to cooperate 
with him and have withdrawn fronn his central board nn which he 
had put their representative. So he is left with Ahrars and a few 
disgruntled unsuccessful moderate leaders of the Montagu Reform 
period. The combination h very ill assorted one and is not likely to 
work very much, but Jinnab*s intoTference and all sorts of silly pro¬ 
mises as to large funds being availtible from Bombay millionaires and 
from (he Maharaja of Mahmudabad has made our task rather diffi¬ 
cult, because the press in general and the vetnacular press in particular 
is in a pecuniartusfffe.) condition and always anxious to get some help 
in'View of the elections coming on and this parliamentary board of 
Jjnnah coming into being and all sorts of adventurers and Others 
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coming into ficJd. tboir dcsiro to make money out of as many people 
as they can has become very acute. This is what has made it very 
necessary to sect your help in these e;ttraordinaiy circumstances. 
You know perfectly well that the Punjab is ibe key of the Indian 
Muslim politics because of the strong attitude we have taken. Sindh 
is following in our footsteps, Northwest Frontier Province is doing 
the same and to a minor extent Bengal and U. P, axe also coming 
into line. Thus Jinnah^s patliamenlary board Is already broken up. 
Behar Minister has already resigned. In Madras Muslims have 
become vocal and challenge the representative character of the 2 or 3 
Congress Muslims Jinnnh had put on his board. In Bombay itself* 

I understand, he has support only from Kasim Mhtha and t am sure 
that support will not last very long. Hence the importance of 
strengthening the Punjab with a view to give lead to Muslim India. 

The way it is proposed to utilize funds is to give monthly 
sidles to vernacular papers, which deJinitely are or become party 
papers. In the subsidy being monthly full value is thus necessarily 
assareJ. The second way in which money is to be utilized is to have 
a few very good well informed Jouinulists—English aitU vernacular- 
writing for the press and the organization will see that their contibU' 
tioiis arc accepted. Thirdly, publication of paniplilcts and leaflets 
and lastly* communications in the nature of summaries of local news 
to be sent to England. 

I trust you will agree with me that these arc the right lines on 
which to proceed during the next few months between now and the 
elections. I shall be grateful for any suggestionE you may have to 
make to promote the cause which you and I have both at bean. 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely. 

FazUi^Husain 

He had telegram to F. H. ‘•Heartily agree your proposal about 
furihcr subscriptions for second port year kindly wire amount needed 
where to be sent and what conditions so that full value received be* 
fore elections helping to counteract troubles you refer tO’^Agakhan” 


598 


and agafn on 24tb June 1936 "am pre|iarcd send ten thousand 
immedtately and ten thousand in August may 1 send direct to you 
cable reply Agakhan Ritzholel Paris.*' F. H. agreed and Rs. lOOOO/- 
was seat at once. On 6tb July 1936 be wrote "My agents have sent 
you the brst part of my grant, due to my horse Mahmud winning the 
Derby; otherwise I should not have been able financially to so help 
you. The second part I will send at the end of August oi early 
September from my Bombay office." 

Now, several friends such as Fazai Rafaimtulla, Mohd Yaqub 
and last) but by no means Icaatt the Nawab of Chh iiari, have been 
writing to me and I have urged them to see you and to follow your 
guidance and organise themselves on similar lines. May 1 beg of 
you to give a direct lead to the Moslems of India at this critical 
juncture in their history. The next elections will be life and death 
and the wise policy you have followed in the Punjab if generally 
applied will give our people not only what they want, but possibility 
of co-operation with other sister coznmtinittcs, without which we are 
lost. At this time, when it is quite impossible for me, living and 
working here at this moment^ I beg of you not to hide your light 
under a bushel." 
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( Dalhousie. 

24tb June, 1936. 


London 22-6-1936 
19.50 hours 

Sir FazJi Husain. Dalhousie, India. 


Am prepared send ten thousand immediately and ten thousand 
in August. May I scud direct to you. Cable reply. 


Aga Khan Ritzotcl Paris 


f Thanks. Yes. 
($d) Fazlj Hmain 
Lahore 
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522. Bakiota Hall. 

Daihoustc, 

22nd June. 1936* 

Dear Asbiq HusaiiL 

Yours of the 20th instant. When Sikander vtas here wc had a 
talk about the Multan affair. I am giving you the following advke 
in your and in your party^s interest:— 

* You have achieved success in your appointment as Sub Registrar. 
Your second great success has been election as President of the 
Municipality of Multan. Tbit, however, is tainted with recourse to 
undesirable tactics which were of an undesirable nature. However, 
that is done, but should not be repeated. The third success has been 
this election to the Legislative Assembly. Now you should digest 
these successes and not try to add to them. If you do» you will get 
indigestion. There will be a sort of reaction of feelings against you 
and my very carefully considered advice is that you should desist 
from in anyway making Raza Shah's position as President of the 
District Board difficult, but accord him your full cooperation, so 
that your friends may be in a position to ask Raza Shah’s friends to 
accord you their full cooperation in the municipalityx This warfare 
of catinction cannot be permitted and shall certainly not be encourag* 
ed. Therefore your decision to postpone the consideration of the 
desire of your friends to move that Raza Shah be replaced by another 
noii'Official is not enough. This idea should be definitely dropped. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazi-i'Hueain 


523, 

Secret 23rd June. 1936. 

(1) Sir Sjlcinder bad a long successful talk with Raja Sahib and 
it is felt that there wilt be four Parties in Hindus : 1, Rural, 2, Con* 
gren. 3, Hindu Mafaasabha and 4. Raja Sahib. Nos, 1 and 2 
will be probably 20 in number and there is every hope I am certain 
that Raja Sahib will bring between 10 and 12 Members to you. He 



600 


■p 

toM Sikandcr to convey to you : **In spite of our poHticail difTerenees 
I admire Sir FazH-Husain and consider him very capable adminis¬ 
trator. Please inform him that I am very sorry to hear about his 
illness and wish him speedy and complete recovery.'' 

Sikandcr asked me to write this to you. 

Yesterday Raja Sahib went to Nawab Miraafer's * place at 5A5 
with Daily Peopte and the siaicmcni that 1 sent in the Press was 
diciaced there. Raja Sahib was in a Hindu Sabha 'meeting when he 
left it saying that he was to meet Sikander. A reporter having heard 
this came to bis house and sat On the servants' bench. When we left 
Raja Sahib Acaodkumar met us at Porch and asked ^ 
and Sikandcr replied 

12 ^4=L ^ £. 0 ^- 4 ^ 

- Ji-V ^ JJ’ ^ J 120 p' ^ 

I think 1 have reproduced word by word. The reporter heard 
this and then made his own guesses. Raja Sahib went to Dr, Gopi- 
chand and found out the source. The reporter was tent to ut and 
told us that my words to Anandkumar 

v-»T Ji JjU 

misled him. 

(2) We met the Arnins and hope that Abdul Azia will soon 
resign Jinnah board and Ihere is no fear of the Arains. 

(3) Sir Sikandcr was greatly upset to read some of the rutnoufs 
of Ihsim and in spite of my protest and advice to the contrary sent 
for the editor and the proprietor, I was surprised to find that 
Sikandcr was furious and talked at the top of his voice and gave them 

I stern warning. They said that Dnionisis should say that they have 2 
duties one in Provincial Assembly and the other in Federal Assembly. 
As for your duties In the Province are concerned you remain Union¬ 
ists but for federal puiposes you will te Lesgucts and Mr. Jinoah 
should say 
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We hope to have majority but failLa^ that League Party will joia 
the group whicii has the Muslim majority io it. 

Sikander promised to talk to hii leader and Mr, Jinnab* la 
abort the result was that they would see that they do not in future 
take an attitude which makes it diOicuU for them to beoouic Party 
Paper, 

They were told that nothing was pocsibio if they said bad things 
about our leader. They said that as IttgUnb s^iiX very nasty things 
about Jinnah they had to reply, but in future they will not reply to 
Inqtiab provided Mehr and Saiik made it difficult for them to keep 
quiet. 

(4) Sir Iqbal wanted to meet Sikander but he could not manage 
it, 1 will meet bim today, 

Ahmad Yar 


Your Party’s strength as 

discussed with Sikander and Raja Sahib, 

h 

Muslims minimum 

80 

if Ahrars and Leaguers 
are separated 

85 

Hindus rural minimum 

8 

or probably 

10 

Hindus rural Raja Party 

10 

or —do¬ 

12 

Hindus rural untouchables 

4 

or —do— 

5 

Sikhs 

8 

if Raja Sahib's coalition 

Is before elections 

15 

Others 

4 

or probably 

5 


114 


132 

■ 

m 



+ 

114 



V 

246 






123 Say 123 or minimum 12Q 
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Th« Daily ^‘Siyasat**, Lahore* 

23rd JunCi 1936. 

My dear Sir Miaa Sahib, 

My last letter to you still rcmaiaa unanswered. May I take it 
that all hope of cooperation in the elections between your party and 
me is lost Tor good? 

Three days ago Dr. Bishen Singh (a Govcrnmcni Pensioner and) 
a private Piactioner of Bagbbaopura came to me to enlist my help 
for his wife (Mrs. Dr. Tulsi, Dentist, Lahore) in the coming el eel to ns. 
His wife is a candidate from Stkb ladies constituency* 

He said that Giani Sher Singh's Party wanted me to see Sardar 
Amar Singh of the Sher-i-PunJab^ Lahore, as they were anxious to 
cooperate with some Moslem Party in the forthcoming elections, i 
agreed and we met at tea last evening. 

SarJar Amar Singh said that there were three Sikh Panics and 
their chances of gaining seats was as under :— 

Chief Khalsa Diwan... ..5 

Sher Singh's Party,.....*,... 9 

Tara Singh’s Party......*19 

Total. 33 

I told Sardar Amar Singh that they had better cooperate with 
you (Sir Mian Fazli Hosen). He agreed, provided that 

1* You agreed that if and when the Communal Award was 
amended you would try to get the Sikhs their due share 
which they believe they have not received under the existing 
arrangement. 

2. You help them financially and morally understanding that 
they will join your party when a rearrangement of parties 
occurs after the elections for the purposes of making miuia' 
tries on such conditions as the Sikhs may be able to get 
from any other Moslem group (if any) which may be strong 
enough to form a ministry. 

1 told Aftmr Singh that the best advice that I could give to 
his party was to put their ideas in black and white and send them on 
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1 distinclly told them that my intervention was imnecessnry, yet, I 
agreed to forward their written stateraenl to you if they thought it 

necessary. 

Sardar Amar Stngb further told me that Tara Singh s party had 
come to an understanding with the Ahrars who agreed to have the 
Communal Award set aside as they did not believe in the same. 

With kind regurds. 

Youn sincerely, 
S. M, Habib 

Hon'ble SLhan Bahadur 
Sir Mian Fazit Hosen Sahib, 

M, A„ LL. D., K* C. S. 1., K. C. 1. E., 

Bar-at-Law| 

Dalfaousie. 


525, DaJhousie, 

24th June, 1936, 

Dear Syed Habibs 

Yours of the23rd received when I had already dictated my letter 
in answer to your last one. 

The Khalsa. Thanks for the information. There is no harm in 
wjiat you have told them. The conditions you mention are both 
ridiculous and insulting. Can’t you as a fair minded man see for 
yourself. Your advice to Amar Singh to put down in writing what 
they want and give it to you or to me was sound. When you listen 
to a man, don’t you think it is your duly to tell him what you think 
of what he has said? Do you talk to these people with the sole 
object of pleasing them? 

Your last paragraph saying that Ahrars had agreed to help in 
getting the communal award set aside—is it intended to say, that 1 
should also do the same? 1 can agree to the modification of com¬ 
munal award only if it is to benefit the Muslims and you can do away 
with it only when adult franchise prevails and joint electorates with* 
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out ^reservation of seats are introduced. Are your friends agreeable 
to this? 

Yours sincerely, 
FazM-Husain 

Your starting a new organization for Stiahidgaoj Mosque and 
your Qasidat in honour of Ghazanfar AH and Ptr Sabib of Jalalpur^ 
and the next day starting criticisin of Pir Sahib and his brother, all 
these cannot but mystify those interested in your welfare. 

FazUi-Husain 


526. Reserve Bank of India, 

Piivite St Confidential Central Office. 

Bombay. 

25th June* 1936. « 

My dear Mian Sahib. 

T arrived back safely yesterday though very tired after my long 
and hurried tour. 1 was exUemety busy in Lahore and consequently 
asked Ahmad Var to inform you of the result of my conversations 
with Mian Abdul Aziz and Raja Narendra Nath. On the whole I 
consider our talks to be fairly satisfactory. 

Mian Abdul Aziz after protracLcJ discussion showed ati inclina-* 
tion to agree to our proposal to undertake organisation of the Lahore 
city branch of the party. He promised to secure a mandate from 
Ar^Rain Anjuman on the 2fith as they have called a meeting for tl.at 
date. Besides Mian Abdul Aziz. Mian Nur Ahmad. President of the 
Anjuman was also present throughout discussion. He also promised 
support. Ahmad Yar must have given you the details. 

Raja Narendra Nath was very reasonable. Incidentally he asked 
me to convey a personal message to you which is this ; ‘*Tell 
FazEi Husain from me that although one may have acute political 
differences, T am one of his admirers and consider him to 
be one of the outstanding personalities and leaders. T bear 
him no personal grudge aud wish him good health/* Raja 
Natcndra Nath will try to secure at least 20 people and very likely 
30 or 35, who may be prepared to work with us. I did not go into 
details as that can best be done when you arc present. At any rate 
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It would h&vc been prernature to discuss thoni at this stage. I can do 
this after consulting you und in accordance with your instructions 
when I come back. There is no particular hurry so long as the main 
objective, vfz,, a fairly efTeciWc section promUtng to join hands with 
us, is secured. I am hopeful That we will get substantia] support 
from this group. 

You must have seen the sensational and wholly unfounded con¬ 
jectures published in the I asked Ahmad Yar to publish a 

categorical contradiction on my authority and trust he has done the 
needfuL 

Do look after yourself and do not overstrain your energy and 
health. 

My examination in the Peoples Bank case went off satisfactorily I 
think. 

With regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Sikander Hyat 


Punjab Unionist Parly 

527. Headquarters. 

14-A, Davis Road, 

Lahore. 

25th June, 1956. 

My dear Sir, 

Just now when ! was coming to the ofhee Bhaijan told me that 
he received a letter from you in which you were displeased with me 
and Sikander over our talks with Raja Sahib. I personally feel that 
wc did a great service to the Party. Sikander definitely told Rajn 
Sahib that he was working to strengthen the Party if possible and 
made it clear to every one that he was doing so as your agent. It 
was a long discussion and t believe a successful one. I spent (now 1 
feel I wasted) 5 hours with Sir Iqbal and induced him to write a 
letter to Mr, Jinnah which he must have done today asking him to 
make it clear that League parlies in every Council would work with 
the Party which wilt have the majority [of] Muslims in it. Mr. Jinnah 
may not agree to it and in that case his resignation is not probable 
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but inevitable* Again in the evening he had fhsan people with him 
and scot for me and I feel that its opposition wij! soon eeme. 

Sikandef naked me to write to you everything in detail and I did 
so day before yesterday, I am really pained to hear and it means 
that however I work hard and act loyally I cannot have your eonfi- 
deuce- My effort throughout the day and night is to swell our ranks 
and remove all misunderstandings that people have about our Party. 

its leaders and our loyalty to each other, the Party and to the leader 

Yours obediently, 
Ahmad Yar 


528. 5, Durand Road, 

Peieonal Lahore, 

26th June, 1936, 

My dear Sir, 

Thanks for your letter, The whole thing that appeared in People 
and Miiap was contradicted. I don't know if Sjkander talked to 
Raja Sahib under your instructions or otherwise and if Sir Sikander 
wishes the matter to be placed before the Party that is the thing 
between you and him. 

The note that I sent you was personal and confidential and I can 
not agree to tU contents being dtielosed to anyone else. The note t$ 
with you and if you wish to make it public to the members of the 
Party 1 can only say that 1 will strongly request yon to the contrary. 
1 wrote that tetter in strict confidence to you in person. 

1 feet I have lost your confidence and it will be better for the 
party and myself if I am got rid of at once. 

Yours obedtcntly, 
Ahmad Yar 

The Daily "Siyasat**, Lahore, 

529. 27ib June, 1936, 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

I have to gratefully acknowtedge your three letters of the 24tli 
instant and yet another from your P, A. The office will, I am sore, 
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see that a1) your orders regardiag the paper are carried out carefully. 
I may, however, add that Sir Fcroz Khun Moon was getting his paper 
regularly and now I am transferring his paper to London. The 
qiiestton of subscription in his case does not arise. 

It is indeed very kind of you to say that you were getting the 
••Siyasat** gratis. I, of course, know how much you paid for the 
same and am indeed very grateful to you for all that you have done 
for It, 

En one of the two of your personal letters to me yon assure me 
that there is no lack of apprectation of my services to your party, I 
thank you for that statement. But [ do not subscribe to your idea 
that I do not appreciate your limitaiioni, 

The position to mb appears to be this. You appreciate my 
humble services and wish to retain these. T feel honored In serving the 
cause so dear to you and me and am anxious to continue. We cannot 
agree on certain matters because either of us believes that the others 
do not appreciate the limitations of the other. 

T am glad to learn that you are coming to Lahore. I wonder if f 
win he here in those days. If T am here, of course* I will try to get 
an interview at vour convenience. I believe your time is too valuable 
to be taken up by idle correspondence. It is for you to decide once 
for all if we can co*opcrate in the coming elections. Once this point 
is decided the question of my standing as a candidate from some 
constituency shall be solved automatically. 

In yoiir second letter there is a post-'Seript. I am grieved to note 
that even you do not realise the difference between the reporting of 
news and editorial comment. I reported faithfully what happened 
in Find Dadan Khan. But I disapproved of what Pir Sahib said and 
commented accord ingty. 

I told Raja Oazanfar Ati very clearly that 1 was in his opponents* 
camp in politics. He knew it and in spite of this invited me to Find 
Dadan Khan. I agreed for certain reasons which, however, f mty 
tell you, were not financial. 

I have taken up the work of Shahidganj Mosque because | 
believe that the Mosque can be retrieved, by constitutional agitation. 
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! hope you have received my letter^ regarding S. Oopal Siagh 
Kiiatfa. As to my talk with Amur Siagh 1 aeed aot say mucli, I do 
not Apeak with any body with the sole pufpose of pleasing. You 
personally could testify to that< But when 1 was speaking to Amat 
Singh 1 was doubtful if he will pursue the point and 1 knew if he did 
you were the principal and not I, 1 theiefore, did not care to be 
very particular and advised them according to my light- 

I have often humbly submitted to you that I report what t learn 
to you without prejudice and without any effort at influencing you 
because I believe I understand you a bit. Please take in this light ' 
all that [ said about tbe Communal Award) and the Sikhs and the 
Ahrars. 

Youm sincerely, 
S,M^ Habib 

Hon*ble Khan Bahadur Dr. 

Sir Mian Fazle Hosen Sahib, 

M. LL,B,, K,C.S,I., K.C.I.E,, 

Bar-at-Law, 

Educational Minister, 

Pnnjab Government, Lahore, 


3» Durand Road, 

Lahore. 

2Sth June, 1936, 

My dear Sir, 

Many thanks for your kind letter of the 2Sth from Ourdaspur. 
The whole thing wafi a riddle to me till Bhaijan hai told me all about 
it. There are no 2 policies 1 can assure you. I^can not explain why 
Sir Sikandcr talked to Raja Sahib. Ho definitely told him that you 
were his leader and that there is no difference of opinion and'what he 
was to do would be as your agent; 

I thought you wanted to place this particular incident before the 
Party as a censure to us while I-waa unable to understand the gravity 
of tbe offence, I thought you were displeased^ with my statement 
and I phoned up Sikandcr who has authorised me to issue anything 
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on his behalf which you think proper or necessary. He has not yet 
understood the whole thing in the correct way. 

Yours obediently, 
Ahmad Yar 

1 am going with children to assist Chaudhri Sahib and propose 
to return tomorrow evening. 


531, 3 r Durand Road, 

Lahore. 

30lh June. 1936, 

My dear Sir, 

I have just returned from Pathankote. To my great relief I have 
now begun to realize the whole situationi Chaudhri Sahib explained 
to me the whole thing and Sikander has sent me message through 
Hakim Ahmad Shoja who returned from Bombay this morning. I 
hope ! will be able to relieve you of your worry. Sir Sikander has 
assured me again that he has left everything to you entirely and is 
and shall always remain firm to his undertakings given 
difficulty wat that! could not get more thin tan ihThutcs with him 
during his second stay at Lahafe arH. M, R^s place and I was not 
presj^nt tkiriiig the early part of his talk with Raja Sahib* 

I have'brooght again bad cold from Pathankote and have a bad 
ear-ache, I can [not] attend anything tomorrow evening or day 
after tomorrow. ! don^t want to come near you in the present con¬ 
dition as according to Feme my cold is terribly infectious. 

Hope you are quite well now. BhaJjan made me anxious about 
your health but am delighted to find from 0-S. Citus t T 1 
are quite well now. He just phoned mo up. 

Yours obediently, 
Ahmad Yar 


S32, 


No- 2867. The Daily *'Siyasat’\ Lahore. 
30lh June, 1936. 


My dear Sir Mian Sahib, 

After my talk with you yesterday 


I beg to place the services of my 
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and - itncondkioiuHy for your dmpotal and Lhat of 

your party. 


Yours siQCorcly, 
S.M. Habib 

Ho]i*b1e fChan Bahadur Sir 
Mian Fade Hosen Sahib, Ki*t 
M. A., LL. D.. K:.CS.I„ K.C.LE.. 

Bar^at'Law, 

Minister of Education, Pui^b, 

Lahore, 


533. The Daily “Siyaaai'’, Lahore. 

No. 2868, 30Lh June, 1936. 

^My dear Sir Mian Sahib, ' 

After placing my services and those of my paper unconditionally 
at your disposal 1 beg to submit the following few points for your 
consideratlos. You^ decision, whsiever it may be, shall be accept¬ 
able to me. However ifatf decision, it will not affect my 

promise contained in my letter No. ^867 of fXfp date. 

1. You offered me Rs lOOf-p.m.ffrom 1st May, 1936 from the 
Funds of your Party. A similar offer was made to the ftjqitab and 
the Eastern Timey^ Thegets otiicial notices and also makes 
money from 'the -printing wort that your Party gives them. Both 
these advantages are not open to me. I, therefore* request that the 
offer in my case be reconsidered. 

2* 1 suggest that whatever has^been’paid’by you^or ^dur iparty, 
to the Zamindar in a lump sum may also be given to the **StyasaC* 
and our monthly allowance in no case should be less than that paper. 

3. 1 like the idea of the Papers of the Party being sent to 
different centres. 'As T have no right to limiLthe number of papers 
to which the Party may extend its patronage I request that whatever 
the number of such papers, the number of centres that are alloUcd vto 
my paper should in no case be less than'oWe third of the itotal. 
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< That any amoutu that you af« pleased to sanction for my 
paper under paras 1 and 2 above, may kindly bo sent to me to-day. 

Yours sincerely. 
S.M. Habib 

Hon^blc Khan Bahadur 

Df. Sir Mian FazM Husain Sahib Kt. 

M. A., LL. D , k:,C.SJ,, K C.T.E.. 

Bar-at-'Law. 

Mrnisfer of EducattoOi Puniab, 

Lahoieu 


534. The Daily “Siyasat’', Lahore. 

N 04 2S70, 30th June, 1936. 

My dear Sir Mian Sahib. 

With refference to my interview with you yesterday. 1 beg to offer 
my humble personal services gratia for your Parly, 1 would not like 
to be an office-holder. ! am prepared for a particular branch or 
establish branches throughout the Province. I believe I can be useful 
in more district than one. 

t may. however, add that if I am required to give more time than 
a couple of hours daily, the Parly shall have to provide an Editor for 
my paper. The cost of such an arrangement shall in no case be less 
than Rs. 150/- prm. 

If wc arc given an Editor I shall be able to devote as much time 
to the work of the Party as may be necessary and shall be able to go 
and remain out of station for any number of days. Of course my 
travelling expenses shall have to be paid by the Party. 

Yours sincerely. 
S.M. Habib 

Hon^ble Khan Bahadur 

Dr* Sir Mian FazH Husain Sahib Kt, 

M. A,. LJL D., K.C,S.l.. K.C LE. 

Bar-ai. Law, 

Minister of Education, Punjab, 

Lahore. 
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^35, Reserve B^nk of India, 

Privile ft ConfliteAtii] Central Office, 

Bombay. 

30tb June, 1936, 

My dear Mian Sahib, 

Ahmadyar has sent me a copy of your lelter of the 24th June 
and of his letter of the 26th June. Please forgive me for venturing 
to point out that your letter seems to me unnccesGariiy eensoriouE 
and, if I may say so, unjust. Ahmadyar is thoroughly loyal to you 
and so am L It is therefore unfair to suspect his bojutfifiet or 
mine. 1 am afraid mischief*mongers who, as you yourself saidj do 
not like our joining hands» arc still busy and may be poisoning you 
against Ahmadyar and myself by false reports. My recolicction is--I 
have not the statement before me—that the contradiction published 
by Ahmadyar contained, xn/er a/m the expression **the Insinuations 
and conjectures are without any foundation’* or words to that effect. 
Surely if you thought that the statement was not sufficiently clear or 
unequivocal you should have instructed Ahmadyar to amplify it, I 
wrote to you immediately after my arrival in Bombay and made it 
clear that my conversation with Raja Sahib was of a casual nature 
and 1 did not go into details etc. as 1 had not consulted you. My 
letter, of course, could not have reached you before the 27th or 2Sth. 
I hope it may have cleared the position and removed any doubts or 
misgivings, which may have been created by unauthentic and mis¬ 
chievous reports from other quarters. Kindly do not allow yourself 
to be upset by small things. I have repeatedly requested you to 
ignore with contempt the petty intriguers who, for sordid personal 
motives, will continue to do everything possible to make mischief. 1 
would earnestly appeal to you once again not to allow yourself to be 
influenced by their nefarious activities and backbiting. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
Sikander Hyat 

The Hon’ble Mian Sir Fa2l-i*HusBiti, 

K, C. S. 1., K. C. 1. E., etc,, 

Minister for Education, 

Government of the Punjab, 

Empress Road, Lahore, 



613 


536. 

Dear Mjaa Sahibi 


Rrrhtak. 

30th Jtint, 1936, 


As desired by you I aoi sending Mr, Verma's article to the 
headquarters for publication in the presf. 

! am enclosing Mr, Verma's letter to me. Would you like him 
to send his contributions to the ‘"Roy's Wcekly'% or to the daily press 
of the Punjab or to both simultaneously ? 

When Mr, Venna wrote his hrst article he had not read any 
literature relating to our Party, Since then he has had time to go 
through the pamphlet on the Punjab "National Umontsl Parly" which 
I wrote in 1932 and also the pamphlet on ‘‘Indebtedness". If he is 
kept well'posted which I undertake to do, he can write quite effec¬ 
tively and eothusiasticaiiy in support of our Party. He is inclined to 
be more or less a complete socialist. 1 am only half a socialist and 
our party also has a fairly distinct tinge of socialism about it. 

Under the circumstances I think he can write quite well with 
regard to the activities and achievements of our parly not in the 
spirit of a critical socialist but in the spirit of a well-disposed friend. 

Please let me know as soon as you can so that I may be able to 
inform Hissar, Karnai and Gurgaon people in lime to enable them 
to sec you at Ambala. I have already written to certain friends at 
Ambala, and if you can stay for a day or two on your way to Simla 
they will certainly see you in any case, Chaudhry Lai Chand and I 
along with our Hissarl and Karnal friends will come only If we hear 
in time that you are staying at Ambala for two days. 

In order to keep you up-to^late with regard to the activities of 
our friends in the various districts 1 am also enclosing herewith a 
letter front Mian Mehar Chand of Ho^hiarpur district, I need not 
comment upon it, 

I had received a similar letter from Th. Puncham Chand a 
couple of days ago. Both the letters arc quite encouraging. 


The HoD*bJc 

Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain, 

K, C, S, I.,K, C. I. E. Kt,. 
Bakroia Hall, Dathousie, 


Yours sincerely, 
Chhoiu Ram 
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Puniab Unionist Parly 


Headquarters 

i4-A, Davis RoaMt* Lsfaofc, 

' 2ad July, 

My dear Sir, 

" T am sorry to h«ar you ore unwell, ptay for speedy aod compkte 
recovery. 1 went to Hazral Miairm}r Ubis morniiif iskI hope my 
prayer will be granted. 

Sikandtr must have written to you. He has asked me to tell 
you that he will blindly follow and will do everything that you order 
him to do and will see that no misunderstanding is created in future. 

Yours obediently, 
Ahmad Yar 

Personal, Secret Si Coafidcntial 
P* S. 

] have received your letter of yesterday. The enclosure will be 
banded to Sikander at 7. 

1 was surprised to find that in spite of knowing that 

Sikander was going to Simla is on a visit to Lahore just for today. 
At his house I found about a dozen stalwart* of Wah family, 
several non^Muslim politicians, Mebr Shah, Justice Din Mohd and 
others. Sikander has been bombarded with requests not to return to 
the Punjab as the 2nd Minister but wait bis chance to become the 
Chief, 

Some of them are anxious that he should not go to Dathousic or 
at least postpone his Dalbousie visit till after his return from Simla. 
God knows what not has been spread there. 1 suspect H.M. R. and 
H.M.A. ai accomplicea. Sikander so far is quite firm like a rock. 

A. Yar 

538* Yarrow Villc, 

Simla, S. W. 

5th July, 1936. 

Dear Guru, 

1 had a long interview with Haig at Natniial and put my cate 
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before him, H« has promised to do his best, and must have represent 
ted to the Government of Tadia by now. He does not ibinlc Craik 
will be influenced by Bengal. 

(2) We had prolonged meetings at Nainital for two days, and 
arrived at the conclusion that a meeting of U. P. Muslims should be 
summoned by 25th instant to devise ways and means to counteract 
Jinnah's Parliamentary Board, With the exception of the Congress 
Muslims, Jinnah is not likely to secure usehil recruits for his new 
parly. 

The failures who have done nothing since the Reforms will go 
Oft hopping from Jinnah to our party, but they will fail miserably. 

I urged Haig to talk to Salempore and Mahmudabad, He has 
given a bit of his mind to Salempore and the latter has promised to 
write to you. and ask you for details of your party. This is what 
Haig told me, but Salempore is a slippery fellow, and he will go on 
intriguing. Chhatari has been effectively cornered but'his conclaves 
with Congressmen. JiunaliUes and others continue. Being destitute 
of Axed principles, be is casting his eyes round for allies in all 
quaners, 

(3) We are all delighted to hear of Azim's nomination to the 
LC,S. Of all the boys T have met—and I have had to do with nearly 

3,000—1 have foiiilu thsl boy to be one of the smartest and most Intel' 
ligent. But f miss your second -b&y' theTHostr—He^d a drive an d A 
personality which captivated everyone. Azim will shape splendidly, 
A political career Tor a boy of the middle dass, without a substantial 
and, assured iucome. is a risky vertCure, otherwise 1 would have un¬ 
hesitatingly advised him to start practice and enter public life. 

(4) I hope you are now completely restored to health. 

1 leave for Moradabad on the 10th. 

With the kindest and most affeciionatc regards, 

Shafaat 

Would it not be worih-while to wake up oLh 0 r provinces, such 
ai.Bombay etc, and ask them to organise against Jinnah 7 True, they 
.are doiugut themselves; but more could be done by centrali&iqg all 
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the forces and coordmattng them, particularly during the Assembly 
session ? 


539, Barnes Court, 

Governor of Punjab Simla £. 

6tb July 1936. 

My dear Fazli. 

This is just a line to say how sorry I am to hear of your illness, 
I hope you will be quickly fit again. In the meantime you are not to 
worry about files or think of coming up to Simla until the doctors 
say you can come without any detriment to your health. 

With best wishes. 

Don't brother [7] to answer this. 

Your sincerely, 
H. M. Emerson 

The Hon’ hie 

Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Faz1>i-Husain. 

KCSr,. KCTE., 

Minister for Education, Punjab Govt> 

Camp Lahore. 

540. CARLTON PARC, 

GENEYA*-^ 

^ 6tbJuly, 1936. 

My dear Sir Fazli. 

Please forgive the tong delay in writing to you, but T preferred 
waiting till at least the first steps bad been taken. Also please accept 
my warmest thanks for your full and most illuminating letters. My 
agents have sent you the first part of my grant, due to my horse 
Mahmud winning the Derby otherwise I should not have been able 
financially to so help you. The second part I will send at the end 
of August Of early September from my Bombay office, 

Now, several friends such as Fazal Rahimtulla, Mohammad Yakub 
and last, but by no means least, the Nawab of Chtutari. have been 
writing to me and I have urged them to see you and to follow your 
guidance and organise themselves on similar lines. May 1 beg of 
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you to give « direct leod to the Moslems of India at this critical 
juQCtitre in their hittory. The next elections will be life and death 
and the wise policy you have followed in the Punjab if generally 
applied will give our people not only what they want, but pouibilittes 
of co*operaiioi] with other siiter coniinunities, without wbicb wc are 
lost. At this lime, when it ii quite impossible for me, living and 
Working here at this momenti 1 beg of you not to hide your Light 
under a bushel. Would you come out and give an all-India Moslem 
lead on lines such as you have so successfully followed, if I may say 
so in your own Province. I rely on a real clarion call that will remove 
all hesitations, doubts and pessimism that prevail amongst our people 
at this grave time. 

Yours cver» 
Aga Khan 

Sir Fazl-i-Husaln, 

Empress Road, 

Lahore, 

Brockhurst No. 1, 

Simla, E. 

May 18, 1924,» 

Dear Habib UUah, 

Yours of the 15th iniUnt. 

1. Place of meeting—Having once made your choice you should 
not change it. The great thing is to stand firm. One advantage is that 
when the meeting ii very poorly attended as it happens some times 
during the course of ihe sittings, in a very big place, the meeting will 
look ridiculous, and in a small place, if it is overflowing, ii is a good 
thing. 

2. Your Committee should now meet every day, and there should 
be more propaganda in the Press than has taken place uptill now. 

3. Viee-Presidenlt in the Mufissil—-That is a great pity. We 
should not allow this opportunity to pass without getting some money 

out of the people. Mohammad Husain promised definitely that he 
will pay up. 


1. Letters No. 541-543 were discovered later; hence out of place. {Ed.) 
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4, I have had a letter from Axtz Ahmad accepting the invitation 
to tea but asking whether I would send him a Card for the seition of 
the League, You should have approached him tong before now^ either 
to join the League or to become a member of the Reception 
Committee. 

5,1 shall hold you responsible if Sheikh Abdul Qadir or anybody 
else is not keenly and actively taking part in these affairs. As a 
matter of fact you should make a point of going to Sheikh Sahib and 
asking him to help you in formulating the resolutions. You should 
also approach Chishti Sahib and request him to take more part in the 
work than he has recently been doing. Get more and more people to 
work, because you are very few, 

6. Your list of those people who are coming has not yet appeared 
in the Press. Why have you not sent a short note to Press showing 
that the wellknown Khilafai and Congress leader, Maulana Mushir 
Hnsain Kidvat, of European famct has written to say that he will 
attend the League sessioa, and it has been arranged that he will be 
putting up with Khan Bahadur Sheikh Abdul Qadir on Temple Road* 
Lahore. A para like this sent by your ofHce wilt have done a very 
useful service. Someth fug should be done for others* as for instance, 
Sheikh Ghulam Bhik Nairang. I will be glad to accommodate him 
in my house, You are doing a good deal, but I want you to do still 
more. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i^Husain 

Sardar Habib Ullah Sahib, 

Bar*at-Law, 

50 McLeod Road, Lahore. 


« I ^ 

Brockhurst No. 1. 

Simla, E. 

May 29t 1934. 

Dear Habib Ullah, 

The success which attended upon our venture-*~A]l-India Mtuljm 
League Session—to a large extent was due toyourdavotipq tg this work 

4 ' ' 



and t congratulate you on it. You are still Secretary of the Reception 
Committee, which has not been wound up, and therefore pleaie attend 
to the following : 

L Send a list of the Vice>Preajdents of the Reception Committee 
to the Press; 

2. Send a Tetter to each Vice-President acknowledging his sub¬ 
scription and thanking him'for the same ; 

3, Appoint an Auditor for your accounts; 

4 , Ask each Sub-Commiltec to make a report of their work ^ 
arrangements made by them and expenses incurred by lhem« 

5. Make up your accounts as carefully as possible, Have them 
audited and then publish a very short report, giving all the accounts, 
i am emphasising this part of the work that you should do with a view 
to set a good example for others to follow and to inspire confidence 
amoDgst the people in you and your colleagues when you approach 
them next time for finanoiai help, This report and theie accounts you 
can get prepared by the paid clerical staff you have already engaged. 
Tell them that they must finish this work within 3 or 4 days. This 
report should be pubiished and sent to each niember of the League 
and the Reception Committee besides bciag sent to the public Press, 

Are you coming to Simla for the 2nd of June to receive the new 
Governor 7 If you can manage it, I think it would be a good thing 
for you to come up, as I want to mention one or two things to you. 
If you can't come by the 2nd of June, when can you come up at your 
earliest convenience ? 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl-i* Husain 

Sardar Habib Ullah Sahib, 

Bar-at-Lsw, 

30 McLeod Road, Lahore, 
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543» Brdckhurtt Noi I, 

Siffilft. £. 

5tb Junci 1924« 

Deur Hftbib Ullab. 

Yoiir$ of the 3rd May, Thanks for copies of Addressei. 

Now what can 1 do to remove your disappointment at not seeing 
me knighted ? Are you sure that it would have raised me a great 
deal up in your estimation if 1 had been knighted ? 1 thought you 
were really above such trifles. If I find that the Punjab public would 
think any better of me if I were knighted, I will probably have to 
apply for it. 

When you have not yet told me you intend coming to Simla, 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazl'i-Husain 

Sardar Habib UUah Sahib, 

Bar-at'Law, 

50 McLeod Koad, Lahore. 


PERSONAUTIES 


]. Abduflflh HarooQp Seth Hajl Sir, b. 1876 ; general merchaot 
and philanthfopJat; proprietor and director of several factofieSf 
••tatea and organisalloni; member Legislative Assembly since 1926; 
President! All India Muslim Confereuge^ 1^34; knighted in 1937; 
donated Rf, 10,000 to Jinnah Fund at Atlahabad session of the 
Muslim League* 1942; President. Sind Muslim Provincial League and 
Member of the Working Committee of the AU India Muslim League 
at the time of bis death on 27 April 1942. Jtanah described him 
as ‘one of the strongest pillars of the Muslim League/ Star of Indint 
29 April 1942, 


2. Abdut Qadirj Khan Bahadur Sheikh Sir, b, 1874; educ, 
Forman Christian College, Lahore, and Liocoln't Inn; Editor, the 
Observer and the Afakhsan, Lahore, 1895-1904 ; Advocate and Public 
Prosecutor, Lyallpur, 1907-20; Additional Judge, High Court 
of Judicature, Lahore; Member, Punjab Legislative Council, 
Lahore, 1923| Deputy President, 1924; the first elected President of 
the Punjab Legislative Council, January-September 1925, when be 
resigned the Chair on his appointment as acting Member for Education, 
Punjab ; on termination of that duty sat on the Committee of Inquiry 
appointed to examine the Jails Administration in the Punjab; deputed 
as a full delegate to represent India at the Assembly of the League of 
Nations at Geneva, 1926; knighted in 1927; acted as Revenue 
Member of the Executive Council, Punjab Government, 1927; 
Member, Public Service Commission, 1929; Member, Council of the 
SecreUry of State for India, 1934-7, Adviser, 1937-9 ; Fellow of the 
Punjab University ; d. 9 February 1951, 

3. Aga Khan, third. His Highness Rt. Hon Sultan Sir Muhammad 
Shah, (having succeeded in 1885); b. at Karachi on 2 November 
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1A77 ; hfin. LL.D.^ Cwjtab, ; made K. C. I. £. La 1898, G. C. I. E. in 
1902, G. C S. I- in 1911, G. C V. O. in 1923, G. G M. G. in 1955 
when, outaidc the royal family, he stood alone in the postCBtbn of 
these four Grand Crosses; head of the TsmaiM Muslims ; Lord Cnrzon 
nominated him to the Viceroy’s Legislative Council, (1902-4) where 
be assisted Lord Kitchner in his efforts to obtain increases of Imperial 
service troops from the Indian States; founded the Muslim University, 
Aligarh, 1910 ; led the deputation of the Indian Muslims to Viceroy, 
Lord Minto, in 1906 to a$k for separate electorates for the Indian 
MqsIuds ; permanent President of the Muslim Lrague, 1906-13 ; 
President of the Muslim Conference, 192S>9; Chairman of the 
British Indian deiegaiion at the Indian Round Table Conference and 
the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Indian Constitutional Reforms, 
1930-3 ; swom to the Privy Council in 1934, being the first Indian, 
other than the members of the Judicial Committee to be given this 
honour; led the Indian delegation to the Assembly of the League of 
Natioos, 1932, 1934, 1935 and 1936 and was the first Indian to be 
elected iU President in 1937 ; winner of several Derby and other horse 
races; remained in France during the Second World War ; took up 
Persian citizenship in 1949 while remaining a British subject; d. 11 
July 1957, 'Had more varied claims to fame than any contemporary 
Indian, and for many years e?ierc[sed a marked influence on imperial 
and international affairs. That influence was invariably used for the 
maintenance and advancement of good relations between the British 

Commonwealth and the countries of the Near and Middle East. 

He exemplified the culture of the East and West in happy combina- 
tion. A Persian by descent and an Indian by adoption he spoke the 
principal languages of Europe with great fluency, and knew the 
leading figures in every Western country as well as Asia-* Obituary, 
The Times, 12 July 1957. 


4. Ahmad All Khan Alawee, Raja Sir Syed, of Salempur, b. 
11 March 1891; cduc. Government Jubilee College, Lucknow; 
succeeded his father as TaIuqdar of Salempur, 1914 ; M, D. E., 1920 ; 
Raja, 1921 ; C, B. E., 1928 ; Member, U, P, Legislative Council, 
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IM4.35 ; elected lo Pjovincial Assembly and accepted to join the 
Intenm Ministry as Education Minister when the Congress refused to 
accept the office ; Member, National Defence Council of India, 1941; 
knighted in 1943 ; Member of Central Assembly, 1946 ; President, 
Shia Central Board of Waqf, U, P- ; address, Salcmpur House, 25, 
Kaiserbagh, Lucknow, U. P.* India. 

(from Who is Who, 1960; not mentioned in Who (s Who, 1966). 


5. Afcbar Hydari, Rt, Hon. NawabHyder Nawaz Jung Bahadur, 
Sir. P. C 1936, b. 8 November 1869; cduc. St. Xavier's College, 
Bombay; Joined Indian Pinance Department, 1888; Assistant 
Accountant-Generai. United Provinces, 1890; Deputy Accounlanl- 
Geseral, Bombay. 1897; Madras, 1900; Examiner, Government Press 
Accounts, 1901; Comptroller Indian Treasuries, 1903; Central Pro¬ 
vinces, 1900; lent as Accountant-General, Hyderabad State, 1905 ; 
Financial Secretary* 1907; Secretary to Government, Home Depart¬ 
ment 1911; acting Director-Generat of Cotninerce and iDduatries, 
1919: Accountant-General, Bombay. 1920; Finance and Railway 
Member Hyderabad State Executive Council, 1921-37; also Member 
for Co-opera live Credit and Mines Departments. 1927; Officiating 
Director. Singartni ColUcries Co. Ltd., 1922, and Mining Boards, 
1925; Chairman, Inter-University Board. 1925; knighted in 1928; Vice- 
Chancellor, Osmania University. Hyderabad, 1935; First President, 
Hyderabad Educational Conference, 1915; President, All-India 
Mabomedan Educational Conference, Calcutta, 1917; President, 
Nizam's Stale Railways; Head of Hyderabad Delegation to the Indian 
Round Table Conference, London, 1930-2 and to Joint Parliamentary 
CommiUee on Indian Constitutional Reforms, 1933; Chairman, 
Committee of Indian States Ministers, 1934-41; Preajdeni, External 
Relations Committee, Constitutional Reforms Secretariat, Hyderabad, 
1936; President Hyderabad State Executive Council, 1937-41; deliver¬ 
ed Punjab University Convocation address, 1925; Fellow of the 
Bombay, Dacca, Aligarh Muslim and Hyderabad Osmania Univer¬ 
sities ; conceived and organised Osmania University, Hyderabad ; 
helped in the production of Urdu nasialiq type ; organised State 
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Archaeological Departjneat; uegoltated tlie State purchase of rail* 
ways ; especially interested in Ajanla frescoes and Indjan paintiogs ; 
Member for Informationi Governor-GeneralV E:tecutive Council, 
from 1941 until bis denth on S January 1942* 


6. Alma tatifi* b. 12 November 1879; educ. Bombay, London, 
Paris, Heidelberg, Cairo and Cambridge, (LL.D, Dublin 
190s, Nasima, daughter of late Justice Badruddin Tyabji* Bombay; 
entered Indian Civil Service 1902; Assistant Commissioner in Punjab, 
1903; since held administrative. Judicial, secretariat and political 
offices; inquired Punjab industries) 1909*10; duty with Press Camp, 
Delhi, Coronation Durbar, 1911; District Judge, Delhi, 1911*12; 
Director of Public Instruction, Hyderabad State, 1913-16; Deputy 
Commissioner, Hissar, 1918-21; Secretary Transferred Departments, 
also M. L. C., Punjab, 1921-4; Deputy Commdssioner^ Karnal, 1924*7; 
Commissioner, Ambala, also Member, Council of State, 1927; Dele¬ 
gate, fnteroaiiontl Law Conference, The Hague, March 1930; sub¬ 
stitute delegate and adviser, Intemational Labour Conrerence, 
Geneva, June 1930; Delegate, Inter-Parliamentary Conference, London, 
July 1930; duty with Indian Round Table Conferences, London, where 
he was Secretary to the Indian Muslim delegation, 1930*2; Secretary, 
Consuitative Committee of Round Table Conference, Delhi, January 
1932; Commissioner Multan, March 1931, and Lahore, January 1933; 
Financial Commissioner, Revenue, Punjab, 1934-7; Member, Defence 
Services Select Committee, Bombay, 1942-5; Adjudicator in various 
Industrial Disputes, Bombay, 1942-5; d> 16 August 1959* 


7. Amiruddin, Mian, b, 1889; educ* GovernmeDt College, 
Lahore, 1911; Member, Lahore Municipaltty (later Corporation), 
1924-54; First Mayor, Lahore Corporation, 1946; re-elected 1947; 
Member, Punjab Legislative Assembly, 1941-6; Financial Secretary, 
Punjab Muslim League, 1938-49; Member, Punjab Legislative 
Assembly, Jionah Muslim League, 1950; rejoined Muslim League, 
1953; Fellow, Punjab University; President) Anjuman-i-Himayat-i- 
Islam; leads retired life in Lahore* 
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'S/ Audersoa, Sir John (Lord Waverley), b. 1912; eolcred Coloiitt] 
Office, 1905; CbaUman, Board of Inland Reveone, 1919>22; PermaiieDt 
Umlcr-Secretary Home Office* 1922>32, Governor of Bengal, 1932*7; 
Lord Rrivy Seal, 193#-9; Horae Secretary, 1939*40; Lord Preaidtiit of 
theCoonctl, 1940>3; Chancellor of Exotie<iucr» 1943-5; member of War 
Cabinet. 1940-5; eieated Vi seounC Waver ley, 1952; 'lecontineiided by 
ChuTcfaill as prime minister in case of bis own death and that of 
£dcn'. A J,P. Tiylor, Bitgiish History^ 1914" 1945, (Oxford, 1963), 
p.242;d. 19SS. 


9. Andrcina, Lady Hatley, daughter of Count Hanibale Balaani; 
married Malcolm Halley, 1896, gave birth to a son (kilted in the 
Second World War) and a daughter (died in 1922); d« 1939. 

10, Andrews, C. F., b. Ifi?!, JournaJUt: went to South Africa to 
help Smut-Gandhi Agreement, 1913-14; went to Fiji concerning indus¬ 
trial Indian labour, 1915-17; Adviser to Indian Delegaijon to Kenya 
converaattons, London, 1923; helped in the Indo-Union Agreement in 
South Africa in 1927; correspondent of Manch*3ftr Guaniiw, Natai 
Aih€rtisert Toronto Star, Modern Review and the Hindu\ was close 
associate of M. K. Gandhi on whom wrote several books; d. 1940. 


IL " Bajpai, Sir Girja Shankar, b. 1891; educ, Muir Central 
College, AlUhabad and Merton College, Oxford; entered Indian Civil 
Service 1914; served as Undcr-Secretary to Govcrnmeni of United 
Pftovinces and as Secretary for India at Imperial Conference, 1921, 
and at Conference for Limitation of Armaments, Washington, 1921-2; 
deputed to visit Canada, New Zealand and Australia to investigate 
status of Indians. 1922; Under-Secretary to Government of India, 
Education, Health and Lands Department, 1923; officiating Deputy 
Secretary, 1924; was Secretary to Indian Deputation to South Africa, 
1925!-6 and to Round Table Conference on Indian (Question in South 
Africa, 1926-7; also adviser to Indian Delegation, Imperial Conference, 
1926; Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Education, 
Health and Lands, 1927-9; Adviser to Indian Delegations lo 10th 
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Assembly of the League of Nations and to Conference on DoiuiDion 
Legislation, 1929; Joint Secretary to the Governing at of India, Depart^ 
mcnt of Education I Health and Lands, 1929; Adviser to Indian Dele¬ 
gations to the Assembiy of the League of Nations and to the Imperial 
Conference, 1930; Joint Secretary to the British Indian Delegation 
to the Indian Round Table Conference, first and second session, 
1930-1; Mtembcr-Secrctary of the Government of India Delegation to 
the Second Round Table Conference with representatives of the 
Government of the Union of South Africa, 1932; knighted in 1935; 
temporary Member of Executive Council of Governor-General of 
India, September 1935-January 1936; Secretary to Govcrninenl of 
India, Department of Education, Health and Lands, 1932-40; Member, 
1940-1; Agent-General for India, Washington, D,C., 1941-7; Secretary- 
Oeoeral of Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 1947-52: 
adviser to Prime Minister of India, Conference of Common wealth 
Prime Ministers, 194$, and meetings of Commonwealth Prime Ministers, 
1949 and 1951; Representative of India, Kashmir negotiations under 
U.N,, 1953; Governor of Bombay from (952 until his death on 5 
December 1954. 


12, Barkat All, Malik, b. 1 April, 1885; educ. Government 
High SchooL Delhi Gate, Lahore, and Forman Christian College, 
Lahore, 1900-1906; brilliant academic career; Assistant Professor 
(English) Forman Christian Clollege, Lahore, 1905; Assistant Pro¬ 
fessor, islamia College, Lahore, 1908; LL,B,. 1916; Extra-Assistant 
CommiBsioncr/Magistrale, Gurdaspur, Lahore, Campbellpur, Feroze- 
pur, Lyallpur, Jhelom in the Punjab, 1908-1914; reiigued from the 
Government Service, 1914; worked on the staff of Indian Low Cases^ 
1914; Editor, the Observer^ 1914-18; joined the Punjab Muslim 
League, 1916; started legal practice in Lahore, 1919; Vice-President, 
Khitafat Committee, 1928; Organized **Punjab Provincial Nationalist 
Muslim Party", 1931; Secretary, All-India Kashmir Committee, 1933; 
rejoined Muslim League, and elected viee^PresidejH, Punjab Pro¬ 
vincial Muslim League, 1936; Editor/Publisher, New Times Lahore, 

n 

1936; Member, Punjab LegUUtive Assembly (the only Member 
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f«pr«feDting tbe Muslim I«ague), 1937; collapsed white debating in 
the House, and died on 5 April, 1946. 


13. Benn, W. Wedgwood, b. 10 May 1877; educ. University of 
London: M,P-, 1906-31 and 1937-42; a Junior Lord of the Treasury, 
1910-15; originalty Liberal, joined Labour party, 1927; Secretary of 
Stale for India, 1929-31; delegate to the first two sessions of the 
Indian Round Table Conference, 1930-1; served in R.A*F., 1940-5; 
Vice-President, Allied Control Commission for Italy, 1943-4; created 
first Viscount Siansgate, 1941; Pr^tdent, Inter-parliamemary Union, 
1947-57; d. 17 November I960. 


14. Bokhari, Ataullah Sbah, b 1891, Patija; religious and 
political leader; founder, Mailis-i-Ahrar-i-lsIam; front rank leader of 
independence movements; spent 18 years in jail; supported All-Todia 
Mnsliffi League in the beginning but left in 1929-30 owing to 
differeneea; great orator and public speaker; lived mostly in Amritsar 
but settled in Multan in 1947, where he died in 1961. 


15. Chetwode, General Sir Philip, b. 1869; entered Army JS89; 
Chief of General Staff in India 1928-30; Commander-In-Chief, Indian 
Army, 1930^5; created Baron 1945 ; d. 1950. 


16. Chhatari, Nawab, Muhammad Ahmad Saeed Khan, of, b. 
I88B; K. C. S. L. 1933; K. C. 1. £., 1928; M. B. E., 1918; educ. 
M. A. O. College (later Muslim University), AMgarb; Member, 
Legislative Council, United Provinces, 1920-25; Minister of ladUf- 
tfics. United Provinces, 1923-25; Horae Member United Provinces, 
1926-33; Acting Governor, United Provinces, 1928; Attended first and 
second Round Tabic Conferences, 1930 and 1931; Governor, United 
Provinces, 1933-34; Chief Minister, United Provinces; President, All- 
India Muslim Rajput Conference, 1923; President, Nizam*) Executive 
Council, Hyderabad Deccan, 1941 d....? 
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17, Cbiiotu Ram, Rao Bahadur Cbaudhri Sir, b. I8B2; educ. Si, 
Steptaeii*t Mtutoa High School’and ColEega tu Delhi (graduated in 
1903) and Law College. Agra, (LL. B. 1911); Aasiataat Private 
Secretary to Raja of Oudh. 1905; teacher in the Rang Maba) High 
School, Lahore, before joining the Law College, Agra; praefiaed at 
Agra and later at Rohtak ; editor, /at Gozei/e. 1916-24, ori^nally 
contributed to Arya Sama] creed ; joined Congress in 1916, (Presideot, 
Rohtak Dittrict Congreis Committee, ]917>20) and resigned from it 
in 1921 over Candhra policy of non-co-operation; Membcri 
Punjab Legislative Council* 1921-45; founder-member of Faal-t- 
'Husain's National Untonist Party, Pun^b, 1923, and since remained a 
staunch champion of Unionism, (Leader of the Party, 1926-36); 
knighted in 1917; Miaiiier) Punjab Government, 1925 and from 
1937 to hit death on 9 January 1945. He 'devoted himaeif to the 
interests of the agricultural class of all castes and religion,’ 
Obituary, The Time^* 13 January 1945, 


IS. Corbett, Sir Geoff^rcy Latham, b, 9 February 1881; entered 
Indian Civil Service 1904; Assistant Commissioner. Central Provinces. 
1905; Settlement Officer and Deputy Commissioner, Central Provinces, 
1910-18; Director of Industries and CoutroHor of Munitions, Central 
Provinces. 1918; Deputy Secreury, Government of India, Commerce 
Department, 1919; on deputation in South and Bast Africa, 1920; 
with British Delegation, Washington Disarmament Conference, 192] ; 
on deputation to Fiji Islands, 1922; OfEciating Secretary to the 
Government of India* Commerce Department, 1923; Joint Secretary, 
1924; Secretary, 1926; represented India at Capetown Conference. 
1926 and 1932; Conferences on Safety of Life at Sea, and Load-line, 
London, 1929 and 1930; Assembly of the .League of Nations, Inter¬ 
national Labour Conference, Geneva, L929; Imperial Conference, 
London, 1930; Secretary, British Indian Delegation* 1930-1; Chairman 
of Food Council* 1932-5; Reader in Indian History, Oxford Univer- 
iity* ]93<2; Adviser to Ministry of Commerce and loduitrifs. Egypt, 
1935*7; dr 2 November 1937, 
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19. Craik, Sir Henry Dnfficldf b. 2 January educ. Eton 

sod Pambroke College, Oxford; entered Indian Civil Service IS98; 
•erved in the* Punjab and scttlemeni Officer, Sessions Judge and 
debreiiry to Oovenunont; in Home Department, Government of 
India, 1919-22: Chief Secretary, Punjab, 1922-7; Committioner, 1927; 
Mraber, Punjab Executive Council, 1930-4; Home Member of 
GovOTOr-Oenerars Executive Council, 1934-8; Governor of the 
Punjab, 1938*41; Political Adviser to the Viceroy, 1941-3; d: 26 March 
1955, 


20, Cunningham, Sir George, b. 23 Mar^ch 1888; educ. Fetter 
and Magdalen College, Oxford; entered Indian Civil Service, 1911; 
served since 1914 on North-West Frontier, India; Personal' Asiiitant 
10 Chief Commissioaer, North-West Frontier Province, 1915-19; 
Political Agent, North Waziristan, 1922-3; Counsellor, Britiih 

Legation, Kabul. 1925-6: Private Secretary to the Viceroy. 1926-31; 
Member of the Executive Council, North-West Frontier Province. 
1932-36; Foreign and Political Department, Government of India ; 
Oovemor of North-West Frontier Province; 1937-46 and 1947-8; 
Rector of St, Andrewi Univertity, 1946-9; Honorary Fellow of 

Magdalen College, Oxford ; d, 8 December 1963, 

* 


21, Daultana. Mien Ahmad Yar Khan, Nawab, Khan Bahadur, 

h.?; Land-lord and politician; Member, Punjab Lciislative 

Assembly, from Mailii (District Mullao); Genera! Secretary, Pniyab 
National Unionist Parly; faithful follower of Sir Faxl-i-Husiin and 
Sir Sikaader Hyat Khan; Inclined towards Muslim League after 1937; 
father of Mian Mumtai Daultana, cx-Chlef Mlniiter* Punjab 
(1950-33). ex-Member National Assembly of Pakistan, now Pakisttn 
Ambattador to U, K.; d. circa 1942, 


22. DeMontmorency, Sir Geoffrey, b. 23 August 1876; entered 
Indian Civil Service 1899; Astietmit Colonuation Ofltoeri Chenab 
Coioiiy; 1903; Colonisation Officer. Jbelum Colony, 1905; Che nab 
Cotony; 1905; Deputy Commiiiloiier^ Lyallpur. 1907; Settkment 
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Officer, Cheaab, 1909; Junior Secretary H to FLaancial CommUsioaerr 
J9I1; E’ersonal Assistant to the Chief CoAOtifitioner. Delhi* 1912*17; 
Deputy Commissioner, Lyalipur^ 1917*20; Deputy Secretary, Govew* 
meat of India, 1920-1; Chief Secretary to Prince of Wales during his 
Indian tour* 1921-2; Private Secretary to the Viceroy of India, 1922-d: 
Member of the Punjab Executive Council* 19264; Oovernor of the 
Punjab, 1928*33; Chairinani Price Regulation Conimiltee, Eaiiarn 
Region, 1939*46; d. 25 February 1955. 


23. Emerson, Sir Herbert William, b. t June 1888; entered 
Indian Civil Service, 1905: Assistant Commissioner and Settlement 
Officer Punjab, 1917; Deputy Commissionerp 1922; Secretary Finance 
Department, Punjab Government 1925; Chief Secretary, Punjab 
Government, 1927-30; Home Secretary lo the Government of India, 
1930-3; Governor of the Purdab, 19334; High Commissioner for 
Refugees, League of Nations, 1939-46; Director of Inter-Govern¬ 
mental Committee on Refugees, 1939-47; d. 12 April 1952, 


24. Fazl-t-Husain, Hon, Mian Sir, b. Peshawar City, 14 June 
1877; K. a !. E, 1929, K, C. S, I, 1932; son of Khan Sahib Mian 
Husain Bakhsh; educ. Municipal Board School, AbbotUbad, High 
Schools at Peshawar aud Gurdaspur* Government College, Lahore, 
and Chrises College, Cambridge; called to the Bar* Grays Inn, 1901; 
practised at Sialkot* 1901-5; practised at the Bar of the Punjab Chief 
Court, and the Punjab High Court, 1905-20; Fellow and Syndic of 
the Punjab University; Secretary of the Islamia College for nearly 
14 years; President of the High Court Bar Association; President of 
the Special Punjab Provincial Conference ooncerafng Reforms; 
Minister for Education, Punjab, 1921-3, and 1924-5; knighted in 
1925; temporary Member for Revenue and Education of the Oovemor- 
Generars Executive Council, Augmt-November 1925; Minister for 
Education, Puojabi November-December 1925; Revenue Member, 
Punjab, 1925-7; Substitute Delegate for India to the Assembly of 
League of Nations, 1927; Revenue Member. Punjab, 1927-9; Officiat¬ 
ing Member of Oovernor-Geaerai’s Executive Council (Department 
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of Bducttion, Health and Lands), 1929; Revenue Member, Punjab, 
1929-30; Member of Govcraor-Gcnerars Executive Council (Depart¬ 
ment of Education, Health and Lands), 1933-5; Indian DelegaCion to 
the IndO’South African Conference, 1932; LL* D, Punjab Univenity, 
1933; D. Lilt, Delhi University, 1935; Education Minister, Punjab, 
May-Juty 1936; Founder and leader of the Punjab National Unionist 
Party from 1923 until hit death on 9 July 1936. 


25. Freeman-Thomaa. Freeman, first Marquess of Willingdon, 
b. 12 September 1B66; M. P. (Liberal) Hastings, 1900-6; Bodmin Div. 
of CornwalU 1906-10; Juii. Lord of Treasury, 1905-12: Governor of 
Bombay, 1913-19; of Madras, 1919-24: GovernorGeneral of Canada, 
1926-31; Viceroy of India, 1931-6; d. 12 August 1941. 


26, Gbazanfar Ali Rhan. Raja, b, 1895; educ. Punjab Univer¬ 
sity; Member Indian Legislaturci 1923; Minister, Alwar State, 1927; 
Member Indian Council of States, 1933-37; Parliamentary Secretary, 
Government of Punjab. Revenue and Irrigation Departments, 1937-46; 
faithful follower of Jinnah and took active part in Muslim poHlici 
from 1923; Minister of Health, Food and Agriculture, Interim 
Governmervtof India, 1946; Minister, Refugees and Rehabilitation, 
Pakistan, 1947; Pakistan Ambassador to Iran, 1948; Pakistan High 
Conimissloner to India: d. 1963. 


2l\ Gbulam Ahmad, Mirza, b. 1837, Ourdaipur; founder, 
Ahmadiyyai; Clerk, office of Deputy Comraiwioner, Sialkot, but 
resigned after some time; proclaimed himielf to be the ^^promised 
Messiah”, 1891; author of numerous books; declared himself to be a 
'‘prophet” and founded a new “religion”, repudiating the Islamic 
belief in the Finality of Prophethood; Muslims consider his followers 
to be outside the pale of Islam; d. in Lahore, 26 May 1908. t. 


28, Ghuznavi, Sir Abul Halim Abdul Hossein Khan, b. 
If* November 1876: Landlord and Merchant; educ. St. Xaviers 
College," Calcutta; Menib;;r, Indian Legislative Assembly; delegote to 
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the three leuions of the Indian Round Table Conrereace tod the 
Joint ParHameiitary Committee on fndiao Constitutional Refomi» 
Member of ihc Consultative Committee in ludfaj 1933; 
Member, Railway Standing Finance Committee; Advisory Committee 
of Railways; Public Aceounti Committee, 1933; Member of the 
Advisory Board to the Indian Delegation to the World Economic 
Conference, 1933; Member, Court, Unfveriitlei of Dacca and Aligarh; 
Member, Governing Body, Islamia ColEcge, Calcutta ; Presidenti 
Central National Mohamadan Association, CaLcutta ; Member, Royal 
Asiatic Society ; Trustee, Indian Museum, Calcutta ; Chairman, 
Bengal Port Haj Committee; Member, Governing Body, I. M, M, T. S, 
"DuSbrin"; president, Muslim Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta, 
193940; Sheriff of Calcutta, 1934-5; Member, Export Advisory 
Council, Supply Advisory Council and Industrial Research Utilua- 
tion Committee, {d, 7) 


29. Haig, Sir HenryGraham, b. 13 April J8ai;«duc, Winchestac 
and New College, Oxford ; entered Indian Civil Service,. 1905; Under¬ 
secretary to Oovernment, United Proytaces, 1910-12; Indian Army 
Reserve of Officers, 1915-19; Deputy Secretary to Govemivent of 
India, Finanoe Department, 1920, Secretary, Indian Fiscal Corn- 
minion, 1921-2; attached to Royal Comraisaton on Superior Civil 
Services in India, 1923-4; Private Secretary to Vicecoy* 1925; 
Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department, 1926-30; 
attended Indian Round Table Conference as adviser fitom Oovern¬ 
ment of India, 1930-2; knighted in 1933; Home Member of Viceroy's 
Council, 1932-4; Governor of the United Provineei, 1934-9; Regfonil 
Commiasioner for Civil Defence in the North West Region, U, IC,» 
1940-1, in the Southern Region, 1942-5; d, 14 June 1956. 


30. Hailey, Sir Malcolm WnUam; 15 Pebruiry It?!; adHe. 
Merchant Taylors' School and Corpus Chritti College, Oxford, where 
he was elected an honorary Fellow kt 1925; entered Indwa Civil 
Service in 1905 and posted to the Punjab ; Coloniiatton Officer ef thf- 
Jhelum Canal, 1901; posted to Punjab Secretariat, 1907; Deputy 
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Secretary, Piaance Departmeat, GovernmoQt offudia, 1907-12; Chief 
Conunissioaer of Delbii 1912-18; oa deputation to Reforms Com¬ 
mittee, 1918-19; Member of Viceroy's Council in Finance and later 
Home Department, 1919-24; Governor of the Punjab, 1924-8; Gover¬ 
nor of the United Provinces, 1928-30 and 1931-4; attended Indian 
Round Table Conference, 1930-1 and the Joint Parliamentary Com¬ 
mittee on Indian Constitutional Reforms, 1933; retired from Indiart 
Service in 1934; Director, African Research Survey, 1935-8; created 
Saron in 1936; headed an economic mission to Belgian Congo in 
1940; d. 1 June 1969; Regarded ns *oiie of the most brilliant 
members of the Indian Civil Service of his day.' Obituary in 
Times, 3 June 1969, 


31. HalJett, Sir Maurice Carnier, O. C. L £., K. C. S. I., K. St. 
J., b. 28 October 1883; educ. Winchester College and New College. 
Oxford : Joined I* C. S., 1907; served in Bengal as Assistant Magis¬ 
trate and Collector ; traoiferred to Bihar and Orissa, 1912; Under¬ 
secretary to Government in the Political Department, 1913 and 1915; 
Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector, 1920; Secfelary to Govern¬ 
ment, Local Self-Government, 1922; officiating Commissioner Patna 
Division, 1925; officlatiQg Chief Secretary to Government* April 1927 
and June 1930; officiating Commissioner Bhagalpur , 1929; Secretary, 
Government of India, Home Department* 1932; Member, Council of 
State, 1936; Governor of Bihar, 1937-9; Governor of the United 
Provinces, 1939-45: d. 1 June 1969, 


32. Howell, Sir Evelyn Berkeley, b. in CalcutU on 12 February 
1877; educ. Charterhouse and Emmanuel College. Cambridge; entered 
Indian Civil Service, 1900; posted to Punjab and then to Frontier on the 
formation ol the North-West Frontier Province during Lord Curxon's 
Viceroyalty; Political Assistant to Chief Commissioner North-West 
Frontier Province, 1904; Deputy Commissioner and District Judge, 
1907; Deputy Commissioner. Kohat, 1910; accompanied the Indian 
Expeditionary Force to France as Censor of Indian Mail, 1914; 
H. M.’a Consul, Muscat, in the Persian Gulf, 1916; Deputy Civil 




634 


CommissioDcrt Basrib Wilayat, Mesopotamia, 191T-18; Military 
Governor* Baghdad, and Revenue Secretary Mesopotamia, IdlS; DC' 
puty Foreign Secretary, Indian Oovemmeni, 1922; Officiating Foreign 
Secretary. 1923-4 and 1926-7; Resident in Wazirlstao, 1921-6; in 
Kashmir, 1927-9: Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, 
1930-2; President of the Frontier Defence Committee under the 
Government of India, 193]; knighted in 1932; retired 1933, (Lived 
at 19 Manor Court, Pinehurat, Cambridge, Telephone : Cambridge 
50702); died on 23 October 1971, 


S3. Jinnah, Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad AU, b, at Karachi on 
25 December 1876; eldest son of a hide dealer in Karachi; educ. 
Karachi, and Lincoln's Inn (1892-6); called to the Bar/1896; enrolled 
himseif at the Bombay High Court, 1899 where he soon became a 
leading barrister ; Joined Congress in 1905 and resigned from it in 
1921 over the i«ue of non-co-operation; private secretary to Dadabhai 
Naoroji when the latter presided over the Congress session in 1906; 
Member, Imperial Legislative Council, 1910-19 when he resigned from 
it in jfrotest against passing of the Rowlatt Acts ; joined Muslim 
League in 1913; its President, 1916* 1920, 1924-30 and froni 1934 to 
his death ; G. K, Gokhte gave him the title of ‘The Ambassador of 
Hindu-Muslim Unity’ uud Mrs, Sarojini Naidu wrote his biography 
under that title in 1918; President, Bombay Provincial Conference. 
1916, and later of the Bombay branch of Mrs. Annie Besant’s Indian 
Home Rule League; as President of the Lucknow Muslim League 
session, 1916, had a large hand in planning the Lucknow Congress- 
Leagtie Pact; elected to the Legislative Council Jn 1923 where in 1926 
led Independent Party which enabled him to hold, on occaiiona, the 
balance of power and dictaU terms to Congress and government; 
Member* Reforras Inquiry (Muddtman);Committee, 1924; and of 
Skeen Committee (1926-7) which recommended setting up of an 
Indian Sandhurst, (he was a keen advocate of ladianizttion in the 
Army); associated himself with Congren policy of boycott of Simon 
Commission, 1927-28, but differed from it over the Nehru Report; 
author of the 14 points of the Muslims, 1929; delegated to the first two 
leiijons of the Indian Round Table Conference, 1930-1; Quaid-H 
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Azam (great leader) of the Pakistan Movement, 1940*7: Presideat, 
Pakiitan Consiitutent Aaiembly and Governor-General of Pakittart 
from 14 August 1947 to his death on II September 1948. 


34. Jogendra Singh, Sardar Sir, b, 25 May 1877; Taluqdar of 
Aira Estate ; editor, £ajr and tVest ; Home Minister and later Prime 
Mtnister, Patiala State, 1910; elected to Council of State, 1921; 
Member, Indian Taxation Committee I Skeen Committee and Sugar 
Commitice; Minister of Agriculture in the Punjab Govcrnineot, 
1926-37; knighted in 1929; Minister of Educatton, Health and Lands, 
Viceroy’s Council, July t942-July 1946; K. C. S. 1. in 1946; d. 3 
December 1946; Master Tarn Singh described himasMhe veteran Akali 
leader, a genUeman possessing rare qualities of head and heart and 
the first Sikh Executive Councillor, 1 knew him since 1908 as a man 
of sterling worth..* Civil and Military Gazitte^ 4 December 1946, 


35, Kerr> Philip Henry, eleventh Marquess of Lothian, b. 1882; 
editor of the Round Table, 1910-16; Secretary to Prime Miniiter 
Lloyd George, 1916-21; succeeded to the title* 1930; Liberal party 
delegate to the three scsstoas of the Indian Round Table Confereacc 
(1930-2) and member of the Joint ParliamenUry Committee on 
Indian ConiliLutional Reforms. 1933-4; Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster, 1931; Parliatneniary Under-Secretary for India, 1941-2 
(resigntU from the Cabinet along with his other Liberal col leagues in 
September 1932 but continued to support the National government 
on the Indian question); Chairman, Indian Franchise Committee, 
1932; cultivated relations with many impjftant Indian leaders of 
different political parties and did much to persuade the Coagma 
leaden to accept office in Province* in 1937; British Ambassador to 
Washington from 1939 tilt his death in December 1940, 


36. Khuhro, Muhammad Ayub, b. 1901; Member Ugislative 
Assembly, Bombay, 1924-37; Fellow, Bombay University, 1928-35; 
Member, Governor of Sind Advisory Council, 1936-37; Member, Sind 
Legislative Assembly, 1939-42; Minister, Sind Government, 1940-41, 
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miM. and ]946<47; Chief Mmialer, $ind» 1947, 1951, 1954; Dofence 
Miiiiater» P^kbUiit 1955; President Sind MuaHm League^ 194ft; 
Cbairtnani Laricaaa District School Board; Presideatp Larkana 
Zamindara Co-operative Bank; leads a retired life in Larkana (Sind), 


37. Maharaj Singh. Kunwar Sir, b, 17 May 187ft; educ, Harrow 
and Baliiol College, Oxford ; Bar-at-Law, 1902; entered U. P. Civil 
Service. 1904;'Assistant Secretary to Governmeni of India, Depart¬ 
ment of Hducation, 1911; Coniroller of Hamlrpur, U. P.. 1917; 
Deputy Commissioner, Hardoi, 1918; Secretary to U* P. Oovernment. 
1919; Deputy Secretary. Government of India. Education Department, 
1920-3; Deputy Commissioner, Bahraich, 1925; Comtnisstoaer Allaha¬ 
bad, 1927; Benares, 1928; Allahabad 1929; Chief Minister. Jodhpur, 
1931; Agent-General to Government of India in South Africa, 1932; 
Member, Executive Council. U. P, Oovemment. 1935; Member, U« P. 
Legislative Assembly. 1937; elected Vice-Chancellor, Lucknow 
UniversUy in 1941; Governor of Bombay, 19—7 


38^ Mahmud, Dr. Syed. b, 1889; educ. Aligarh, Cambridge 
and Germany ; General-Secretary, All India Congress Committee, 
1933 and 1930-6; Member, Congress Working Committee ; Education 
and Development Minister in Bihar, 1937-9. 

39. Mebr. Ghulam Rasul, b. 1895; educ^ Islamia College, 
Lahore; served Hyderabad State; worked with Zafar All Khan in 
Zamtndar^ but dissociated himself after a few year and brought out 
hii own daily, Inqihb, in collaboration with Abdul Majid Saiik; 
supported Punjab National tTnionist Party; accompanied Allama 
Iqbal to Round Table Conference, London, 1931*32: author of many 
books; d. 16 November, 1971. 


40* Micville, Sir Eric Charles, b. 31 January 1896; educ. St. 
PauPi School, London; served in (he first World War; joined the 
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Ftr Eftstent Consular Scrvtcci 1919; Local Vic6‘Cofisiil» 1921; Piivato 
Secretary to successive British Ministers in Peking, 1920-7; Secretary 
to the Governor-General or DocajiUon of Canada, 1927.31; Private 
Secretary to the Viceroy of India, 1931-6; Secretary to the 
Eiccaiive Coonci] of Governor-OeDcral of India, 1935-6; Private 
Secretary to the Duke of York, 1936; Assistant Private Secretary to 
the Kingi 1937-45; elected to various directorships, including Uw 
Weatiniiiiter Bank* 1945; a senior member of staff of Viceroy of 
India, Lord Mountbatteo* March-August 1947; d, 16 September 1971, 
'He was a man of many and lasting friendships, which included con¬ 
spicuously those with the distinguished personalities whom he had 
served so well and always devotedly/ Obituary, Th€ Timttf 17 
September 1971, 

41, Milra, Sir Bhupendra Nalb, b. October iS75; educ. 
Metropolitan Institution, Hare School and Presidency College, 
Calcutta; C. 1. E., I9l3; C. B. E., 1919; K. C. L E., 1924; K. C. S. L, 
1928; entered government service, 1896; Assistant Secretary to 
Government of India, Finance Department, )910; Acting Deputy 
Secretary, 1915; Controller of War Accounts, 1915; Military Accoun¬ 
tant-General, 1919; Fiaancia] Adviser, Military Finance, 1922; 
Member, Viceroy’s Council, 1924-30; temporary Finance Member, 
1925; High Commissioner for India in United Kingdom, 1931-6; 
Leader, Indian Delegation, International Labour Conference, 
Geneva, 1932; President, General Assembly Intematioual Institnte of 
Agriculture, Rome 1932; representative of India on Imperial Econom¬ 
ic Committee (Vice-Chairman since 1935), Imperial Shipping 
Company, Governing Body of Imperial Institute and Imperial CoUogc 
of Science and Technology, Imperial Communicationa Advisory 
Committee, Executive Council of Imperial Agriculture Bureau, and on 
Permanent Committee of InternationQllnstituteof Agriculture, Rome; 
d. 25 February 1937. 


42. Mudaliar, Sir A. Ramaswami, b> 14 October 1887; educ. 
Madras Christian College and Law College, Madras ; boo. Doctor 
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of Civil Law» Oxford (1946) and Durham (1953); knighted in 1937; 
created K. C. S, L, 1942; Advocate Madras; Member, Legislative 
Council, Madras, 1920-6; Parliamentary Secretary to Education, 
Minister 1920-3; bon. editor, JuMtiett Madras, 1927-35; President. 
Madras Corporation, 1928-30; Member, Council of State, 1930; Mem¬ 
ber, Legislative Assembly, 1931-4; (Deputy Leader of Opposition) ; 
delegate to the Indian Round Table Conference, 1930’2; Member, 
Indian Franchise (Loihian) Committee, 1932; Leader, Indian Delega¬ 
tion to British Com mo nwealtli Relations Conference, Toronto, 1933; 
Member, India Council, 1936-7; Adviser, Secretary of State for India. 
1937-9; Membefj Viceroy*^ Council, 1939-46; a representative of India 
at War Cabinet and Pacific War Council in London, 1942-3; Leader; 
Indian Delegation, U. N. Conference, San Francisco, 1945 and first 
General Assembly, 1946; President, Economic and Social Council, 
U. N. 1946; le-etected, l947;Dewaaof Mysore 1946-9; Member, Inter¬ 
national Civil Service Board, 1949; Senior Vice-President of tbe Eco’ 
nomic and Social Council, United Nations, 1950-1; address, 31/12, 
North Beacb Road, Madras-L 

43, Muhammad Iqbal, Sir, Dr., b. in Sialkot in 1877; educ. Scotch 
Mission College, Sialkot, Government College, Lahore, Trinity 
College, Cambridge and Lincoln's Inn, (Ph, D, Munich); lecturer of 
history, Oriental College, Lahore, and later of English and philo¬ 
sophy, Government College, Lahore, before proceeding to Britain for 
higher studies; Chief Professor of Arabic at London University for 
three months in 1908; barrister of the Lahore High Court, 1908-34; 
knighted in 1923; Member, Punjab Legislative Council, 1926-30; 
President, Muslim League, 1930; and of the Muslim Conference, 
1932; delegate to the second and third sessions of the Indian Round 
Table Conference, 1931-2; invited to be Rhodes Memorial Lecturer at 
Oxford, 1935, could not proceed due to ill-hcalth; conferred a pension 
of Rs. 500 per month by the Nawab of Bhopal in 1935; d, 21 April 
1938, Philosopher and poet who‘breathed new life into India and 
transfigured the East of song and legend’, editorial comment in the 
Civil A Militmy Gazettet 22 April 1938. ‘One of the noblest sons of 
Islam, a great patriot and one of the greatest Indians’, Jitinuh on his 
death. Ibid, 23 AprU 1938. 
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U. Muhammad Shaft, Kban Bahadur Mian Sir, b, in Lahore on 
10 March 1869; educ* Government and Forman Christian Collftfie* 
Lahore and Middle Temple ; called to the bar, 1892; D, Lttt- Atig., 
LL- D. Delhi; practised at Hoshiarpur, soon moved to Lahore as 
advocate, Lahore High Court; Member of the Indian Mahomedan 
deputation to Lord Minto, 1906; President, governing body of hiamia 
College, Lahore, 1907-19; Member, Punjab Legislative Council and 
of Imperial Legislative Council, 1909-19; President, All India Urdu 
Conference, 1911; refused High Court Judgships (Madras) 1912 and 
again (Uhore) 1918; President, Muslim League, 1913 and of its split 
session in Lahore, 1927; President, All India Mahomedan Educational 
Conferenoe, 1916; President, Punjab High Court Bar Association, 
1917.19; President, Punjab Provincial Bar Conference, 1919; knighted 
ID 1922; Member, Viceroy’s Council. 1919-24, (its Vice-President. 
1923-4); Leader of the Council of State. 1922-4; Pro-Chanceltor, 
Delhi University, 1922-5; delegate to the Imperial Conference (1930) 
and lo the first two sessions of the Indian Round Table Conference, 
1930-J; invited to hold the portfolio of Member for Education, 
Health and Lands in Viceroy's Council, temporarily vacant on Fazi-i- 
Husain’s departure for South Africa for the Cape Town Conference, 
but before assuming charge died on 7 January 1932, Iqbal said his 
death was 'an irreparable loss to India and Islam* and described him 
as 'an acute lawyer and a politician of keen perception who shone 
alike at the bar and in political conferences’. Jinn ah said he was ’a 
most liberal-minded patriot* who * would have been of the greatest 
help to the Government aud the people at the present critical juncturCi 
India has lost a trcniendous force for peace*. Chit A Aftfitary Goretie 
9 January 1932, 


45, Muhammad Yaqub, Moulvi Sir,^b, in Muradabad, 27 August 
1879; educ. M. A. O, College. Altgarh ; Pleader, Muradabad ; 
Member and first non-ofliciat Chairman, Muradabad Municipal 
Board ; Trustee, M. A, O, College. Aligarh; Member, Court Muslim 
University. Aligarh ; Presided over the U, P. Muslim League Session, 
1926; the annual session of the All-India Muslim League, Calcutta, 
1927; Member of the Age of Consent Committee, 1928-9; the All-India 
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Palestine Conference^ Bombay, 1929; and tlic Bundehlkhand MusUid 
P olitical Conrerence at Banda, I92S; Member, Legitlative Assembly, 
1924-38; Deputy President, 1927-30; President, 1930; deputy leader of 
Jinnah's Independent Party in the Legitlative Assembly; Hon, Secret* 
ary, Ali-lndia Muslim League, 1930-5; knighted in 1938; Member of 
the Indian Franchise Committee. 1932; Member of the SUtutory 
Railway Board Committee in London, 1938; officiated as Commerce 
and Industries Member, Government of India, January-March and 
July 1938; Member of the Counctl of Slate from 1938 until his death 
on 23 November 1942, 


46. Muzaffar Khan, K. B. Nawab, b, 2 January 1880; educ- 
Mission High School, JuBundhur, and Government College, Lahore; 
joined Govcfiunent service as MunsifT; promoted as Extra Assistant 
Commissioner; served as Mirmunshi to Sir Michael O'Dwyec during 
Great War; Oriental Secretary, Indo-Afghan, Peace Dciceatlon, 1919; 
Sir Henry Dobbs Kabul Mission, 1923; Oriental Secretary, British 
Legation, Kabul in 1921 under Sir Francis Humphreys: joined Poli¬ 
tical Department, 1924; Director, Information Bureau, 1925: Reforms 
Commissioner, October, 1931; retired 2 January 1935; Revenue 
Member, Punjab Governtnent, February 1935; Member, Legislative 
Council, 1937; Fellow, Punjab University, 1939; President, Aojumiin-i- 
Himayat-i-Islam, Lahore; K. B., 1917, Nawab, 1921, C, T. E,, 1931, 


47. Nazimuddin, Khwaja, b. at Dacca, 19 July 1894, grandson 
of Nawab of Dacca; educ. Muslim University, Aligarh, and Trinity 
Hall. Cambridge, (Hon, Fellow of Trinity, 1951); Chairman, Dacca 
Town Council. 1922-9; Education Minister, Bengal, 1929-37; Home 
Minister, 1937-41; leader, Muslim League Opposition Parly in Bengal 
Legislative Council, 1941-3; Chief Minister, Bengal, 1943-6; delegate 
to the final session of the League of Nations, Geneva, 1946; went t© 
United States as member of the Indian Food Mission, 1946, made a 
C. I, E. (1926) and knigbtcd in 1934. titles which he renounced in 
1946 under the directive of the Muslim League; Chief Minister of 
East Pakistan, U August 1947-11 Seplembcr 1948; Governor-General 
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of PbWsUd* U September 1948-16 October 1951; Prime Minister of 
Pakistan. 16 October 1951-17 April 1953 when he was dismissed by 
Governor-General GhuJam Muhammad in the midst of anti-Ahmadiya 
disturbances tn the Punjab; Leader of Councillors* Muslim League 
from 1962 to hifl death on 22 October 1964. Lacked 'strength and 
resolntion', but was ‘generous and hospitable and throughout had 
art unsullied reputation for integrity and a patriotism uomarred by 
self-scekiDg^ Obituary, The Tlmes^ 23 October 1964. 


48. Noon, Malik Firoz Khan, b. in Sargodba on 7 May 1893; 
educ. Aitchison College* Lahore, Wadhom College, Oxford, (M, A, 
Oxon., 1916, hon. Fellow of Wadhom), and Inner Temple; barrister, 
Lahore High Court, 1917-26; Member, Punjab Ugislative Council, 
1920-36; Minister, Punjab Government, 1927-30 and 1931-6; knighted 
in 1933, K. C I. E. in 1937 and K. C- S. f. in 1941, titles which he 
renounced In 1946 under the directive of the Muslim League; High 
Commissioner for Tndja in the United Kingdonit 1936-41; Member, 
Viceroy's Council, 194 U5; Indian rep resent at ive in the British War 
Cabinet, 1944-5; published bii diaries of Muslim massacre in Bihar 
in the Daity Maitt London. 1947; Jinnah's special representative in 
the Middle East, 1947; Member, Punjab Legislative Council and 
Pakistan Constituent Assembly, 1947-50; Governor, East Pakistan, 
1950-3; elected to the Punjab (Pakistan) legislature in 1953 and to ihc 
second Pakistan Constitueni Assembly in June 1955; Chief Minister 
of the Punjab (Pakistan), 1953-5; Foreign Minister of Pakistan, 1956- 
7; leader of Republican Party, 1958; Prime Minister of Pakistan, 
1957-8; d. 9 December 1970. 

49. Noyce. Sir Frank, b. 4 June 1878; entered Indian Civd 
Service 1902; served in Madras as Assistant Collector and Magistrate; 
Special Assistant Settlement omew, 1906-8; Assistant Secretary to the 
Government of Madras, 1909; Under-Secretary, 1910; Under-Secretafy 
to the Government of India, Department of Revenue and Agriculture, 
1912; Officiating Secretary, 1915-16; Secretary Indian Cotton Com¬ 
mittee, July 1917; Conlroller of Cotton Cloth, Septcrabet 1918; Vice- 
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PresidCDt, and aubwquently President, Indian Sugar Committee, 
1919; Member Burma Land Revenue Committcei December 1920; 
Indian Trade Commissioner in London» 1922; Secretary, Law and 
DcvelopmcntDepaitmenta oftbe Madras GovernmenlT 1923, Preaideiil> 
Indian Coal Committee, 1924; Commissioner of Labour, Madras, 
1925; Secretary Local Sclf-GovernmeDt Department of the Madras 
Government, 1926; President Indian Tariff Board (Cotton Teiiile 
Indusuy Enquiry), 1926; Attached Officer and Assistant Commissioner, 
Royal Commission on Indian Agriculture, 1927; Secretary to the 
Government of India, Department of Education, Health and Lands, 
1929-32; Member of Governor-Gcnerara Executive Council in charge 
of Industries and Ubour Department, 1932-7; Director Mysore Gold 
Mining Co, and of East Indian Railway Co.; d. 7 October 19+8. 


50. Ranga, N. G*, b. 7 November 1900; educ. Oxford; Member, 
All India Congress Committee, 1931-51; Congress Working Commit¬ 
tee, 1947-51; resigned from Congress, April 195J; formed Bharat 
Krishik Lok Party, 1951; re-joined Congress. 1955; General-Secretary,' 
Congress Parliamentary Party, resigned on co-operative farming issue, 
1959; became leader of Swatantra Party. June 1959, later its President 
for several years; elected to Lok Sabba, 1967; Address, Nidubroju 
(Post), Andhra Pradcsb, 


51. Salik, Abdul Majid, b. 1894; journalist aud Poet; edoc. 
Batala and Lahore; edited a number of journals; worked with the 
daily Zaniirtdar; jailed during Disobedience Movement, 1921; brought 
out bis own personal daily, inqiiab, 1927; supported the Punjab 
National Unionist Party; opponent of the Muslim League and 
JiDDab; author of many books; d. 1959. 

52. Sarojini Naidu, Mrs., b. Hyderabad, 1879 educ. Hyder¬ 
abad, King's College, London, and Girton College, Cambridge, 
(Hon. D, Litt. Allahabad. 1938); married 1898, Dr. M.G. Naidu, 
Principal Medical Officer of His Highness the Nizam’s service; spent a 
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year on the Contineal; published th/ee volumes of poetry in English; 
also been set to music; delivered lectures and addresses in ftll the chief 
cities of fodta on (|ue$tions of social* religious and educational and na* 
tional progress; decorated by King Edward VII with the Gold Kaiser- 
i-Hind medal for organising flood relief work in Hyderabad; Bpccially 
connected with Women’s Movement in India^ and the welfare ol 
Indian students; Member of the Bombay Municipality* 1923-9; one of 
ihc leaders of a recent political movements for the freedom of India* 
elected first Indian Woman President of the Indian National Congress 
1925; delivered Convocation addresses at some of the leading Univer¬ 
sities of India; travelled throughout East Africa and South Africa on 
a political mission on behalf of the Indian settlers in 1924; lecture 
tour ill the United Stales and Canada, 1928-9; represented India at 
important international gatherings; Delegate, Indian Round Tabic 
Conference in London in 1931; Member of Government of India 
Deputation to South Africa 1932; Governor of the United Provinces 
from 1947 until her death on 2 March 1949, 


53. Sastri, Hon. V. S. Srinivasa, P. C, (1921b C* H. (1930), b- 
22 September 1869; educ- The Native High School, and Govcrnmcni 
College, Kumbakonant; school-master and later headmaster; resigned 
in 1906, and joined the Servants of India Society, Poona, of which 
was President, 1915-27; Fellow of the Madras University, 1909; 
Member, Madras Legislative Council, 1913; Viceroy's Legjslattve 
Council, 1916-20; elected to the Council of State 1920; Member, 
Reforms CommiUee under Lord Southborough* 1919; Member, 
Railway Committee under Sir William Acworih, 1921-2; visited 
England in 1919 as member of the Moderate Deputation, and again 
in 1921 as the Indian representative to the Imperial Conference; 
represented India at the League of Nations Assembly, 1921, 
and at the Conference of the Limitation of Armaments, Washington; 
made P. C. 1921 and presented with the Freedom of London; was 
deputed in 1922 by the Government of India to Australia, New Zealand 
and Canada to urge on those Governments the removal of disabilities 
of Indians lawfully domiciled there; President of the National 
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Liberal Ftderaiion of India, 1922; viiited England in 1923 as Chair- 
man of a deputation appointed by the unofficial membera of the 
Indian Legislature to represent the cose of Kenya Indians; and again 
tn 1924 on behalf of the National Convention and the National 
Liberal Federation of India to press for fhrthet constitutional reforms 
in India: Agent of India to South Africa, 1927-9; delegate to the 
first two sessions of the Indian Round Table Conference, 1930-1; 
Vice-Cbancellof, Annamalai Univerttiy, 1935-40; d. 17 April 1946. 


54. Shafa'at AJimad Khan, Sir. b, Muradabad, United Provinces, 
1893; educ. Government High School, Muradsbad, Trinity College, 
Dublin, Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, University of London, 
(Litt. D. Dublin, 1918); married 1924. younger daughter of late 
Justice Shah Din; Assistant Professor of Indian Economics. 
University of Madras, 1919-20 and later Professor of Modem Indian 
History at Allahabad University; organised the pubUcatbn of 
Allahabad University Studies in History; Member of the United 
Provinces Legislative Council from Muradabad since 1924, President 
of several Muhammadan Education Conferences; President, Con¬ 
ference of Muslim membetfi of Local bodies and Legislative Council, 
1928; Representative of U, Pi Muslim Members of the Legist at ure in 
England. 1927; President, Bengal Muslim Conference, 1930; Delegate 
to (he three Round Table Conferences in London, 1930-2; Delegate 
to Joint parliamentary Committee on Indian Constitutional Reforms, 
May-November 1933; Hon. Secretary to the Muslim Delegation to 
the Round Table Conferences, 1930-1; President of the Muslim 
Youth League, Calcutta, May 1931; Chairman All-India Muslim 
Conference, 1933-4; knighted in 1935; presided over All-India 
Modern History Congress. Poona, June 1935; Officiating Member, 
Federal Public Service Commission, Government of India, May- 
luly 1940; Member G. L P« Railway Committee appointed by 
Government of India, August-December 1940; High Commisiionor 
for India in South Africa, 1941-4; non-Muslim League Member for 
Health, Education and Arts, Indian interim Government under 
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Jimlurlal Nehru’s Vicc-Preiideatship, September-October 1946; 
d, July 1947. 


55. Shafee Dawoodi. 

B. 1879; Vakil of tha Patna High Court; Member of the Legist 
lalivc Assembly^ 1924; d*— 

56. Sbahab-ud'Din, Khan Bahadur Chaudhri Sir, b.—,educ, 
GavenuDent College and taw College, Lahore, (B, A., LL. B.); 
Advocate, High Court, Lahore; Member, Lahore Municipal Com¬ 
mittee, 1913; Pressideot, 1922-4; President, Legislative Council, 
Punjab; Speaker Punjab Legislative Assembly; knighted in 1930; 
Minister of Education^ Punjab Government, 1936-7; d.“ 


57. Shaukat Ali, Maulana, b. in Rampur Sute on 10 March 
1873; cdoc. M. A. O, College, Aligarh, where he was captain of the 
cricket eleven, graduated in 1894; secretary and organiser of the 
Aligarh Old Boys Association; joined government service in the 
United Provinces in 1896 as an officer in the superior grade in the 
Opium Department and served there for 17 years; secretary to His 
Highness the Aga Khan on bU tour all over India to collect fund* to 
raise Aligarh College to the status of a university, 1913-14; Trustee 
and President of the Aligarh College Board; started the Khuddam-i- 
Kaaba Society with its headquarters in Delhi in 1914; assisted his 
brother, Mauiana Muhammad Ali, in the conduct of Urdu daily the 
Hamdard, established at Delhi in 1913, and also in bringing out the 
English weekly the Comrade; these were proscribed when in May 1915 
he was interned along with his brother for atiti-govcrnaient propa¬ 
ganda under the Defence of India Act; President of the firil Khiiafat 
Conference while stUl in jail, 1919; after release, elected general 
secretary aud chief eaecutive officer of the Central Khilafat Com¬ 
mittee, October 1919; joined Gandhi's non-cooperation movement, 
worked for the Congress and toured with Gandhi all over India, 
1920-1; interned again along with hi* brother and released in 1923; 
President, Khilafat Conference, Cocanada. 1923; boycotted the 
Simon Commission {1927> along with Congress^ but denounced it 
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(Congress) over the Nebry Report and joftied ibe All Parties Mostim 
Coofcrcace at Delhi under the Aga Khan's chairmanship, 1929'9; 
accompanied liis brother to the first session of the Indian Round 
Table Conference, 1930-1; and aRer the latter's death on 4 January 
1931, succeeded bim at its second session, 1931; helped In organising 
the World Muslim Conference in Jerusalem In 1932; toured Muslim 
countries and America in 1933 where he delivered lectures on India and 
Islam; later allied with Jinnah and the Muslim League cause; member 
Legislative Assembly from 1934 till his death on 27 November 1938. 
Jinnah described him as 'a great leader, who was true and loyal to bis 
people'. Jawaharlal Nehru said, he *was one of the bravest' among 
his 'brave old comrades* who 'became the emblem of a new spirit for 
freedom among the Muslims of India’. Times of IndiOt 28 November 
1938. 


58. Sikander Hyat Kban, Hon, Lt,-Col. Sardar Sir, b. 5 June 
1892; son of late Nawab Muhammad Hyat Khan, C-S.L, K.l.H,, Kban 
Bahadur, of Wafa, Attock District; cduc. M, A. O. School, Aligarh 
and University College, London; Recruiting Officer European War, 
1914-18; commission in 2-67lb Punjab (later l/2nd Punjabis); served 
in North-West Frontier and in Third Afghan War, 1919; appointed 
to Brigade Headquarters Staff; first Indian to command a Company 
on active service; Vice-Chairman, Attack District Board; First Class 
Hoooraiy Magistrate, 1919-30; Member of the Punjab Legislative 
Council since 1921; non^officiaE member of the Police Enquiry 
Committee, 1926; Personal Assistant to Mela 0£Scer during Prince of 
Wales' visit; elected by Punjab Council to Provincial Simon Com¬ 
mittee which elected him as its chnirmiD; was connected with Boards 
of 11 Companies including Messrs Owen Roberts, the Punjab Port¬ 
land Cement Co., Wah Stone and Lime Company, North Indian 
Constructional Engineeis and the Frontier Mining Syndicate; 
icmpofary Revenue Member for three mouths, 1929; Revenue 
Member, Punjab Government, 1930-5 and 1936-7; acting Governor of 
the Punjab, 1932 and 1934; knighted in 1933; Deputy Governor, 
Reserve Bank of India, 1935-6; leader of the National Unionist Party 



<1936*42) and Chief Minister, Punjab, frofli [937 until hia death on 
26 December 1942. 

59. Srivajtava, Sir JawnU Prasad, b. 16 August IS89; educ. 
Christ Church College, Cawnpore, Muir Central College, Allahabad, 
Municipal College of Technology, Manchester ; served as Industrial 
Chemist to U. P. Government. 1912-29; then took to private business 
becoming Managing Director Cawnpore Dying and Cloth Printing 
Co, Lid., Managing Director New Victoria Mills Co, Ltd., Cawn¬ 
pore, and Managing Agent Indian Turpentine and Rosin Co. Ltd., 
Cawnpore ; Director and Managing Director, Allahabad Bank Ltd. 
and Western India Match Co. Ltd.; Director and Managing Agent 
Razi T»ti1es Ltd,, Rampur State, Imperial Bank of India ; Director 
and Managing Agent, Gwalior Sugar and Agriculture Co. Ltd., 
Da bra; Bhopal Textiles Ltd., Bhopal; Saduf Textiles Ltd., Sriganga- 
nagar; was returned to the U, P, Legislative Assembly by the Upper 
Indian Chamber of Commerce Constituency, 1926, 1930 and 1937; 
Chairman of the U, P. Provincial Committee co-operating with the 
Indian Statutory (Simon) Commission, 192S-9; Minister of Education 
and Industries, United Provinces Government, 1931*7; knighted in 
1934; Finance Member, U. P. Government, Aprfl-Jnly 1937; Civil 
Defence Member of Governor-General's Executive Council 1942<3; 
Deputy President, Post-War Reconstruction Committee of Council, 
1942-3; Member, National Defence CounciL 1942; Member in charge 
of Food, 1943-6; Member, Constituent Assembly of India, 1947-9; 
Member, First Indian Parliament, 1950-2; elected Member Council 
of States, Indian Parliament, 1952; Governing Director, Sir J, P. 
Srivastava Group of Industries controlling several large industrial 
units ; d. 15 December 1954* 

60- Stanley, Lt.*CoL Sir George Frederick, b. 14 October 1872; 
6th son of 16th Earl of Derby; educ. WelJingdon and Woolwich; 
entered R. H. A., 1893; Captain, 1900; Served m South Africa, 
1899-1900; European War, 1914-18; Controller ofH. M.’s Household, 
1919; Financial Secretary to the War Office, 1921-2; M. P., 1910-22 
and 1924-9; Parliamentary Under-Secretary, Home Offit», 1922-3; 
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Parliamentary Sccratary^ Ministry of Penaionst 1924-9; Oovernor of 
Madras, 1929-34; acting Viceroy, May-August 1934; d. 1 July 1938. 


61* Subrawardyi Sir Abdulla at-Maniua, son of Haarat Muutana 
Obeidulla-el-Obeidi Suhrawaxdy, b. 1881; educ. Dacca Madrasa, Dacca 
College, University College and King's College London, France, Ger¬ 
many, Austria, Constantinople and Cairo, {M.A* Ph. D.); Barrister-at- 
Law of Qray*a Inn; Founder and Secretary, Pan-Islanaic Society, 
London and London Mosque Movement, 1909; Member, Bengal Legis¬ 
lative Council, 1910-26; Deputy President, 1923-6; Tagore Law Pro¬ 
fessor, 1911; Delhi Durbar Hall Medal. 1911; Member, Lord Soulli- 
boroiJgh*s Reforms Committee, 1919; Chairman. District Board, 
Midnapore, 1920-3; President, Khilafat Committee, Calcutta, 1924; 
Member, Indian Legislative Assembly represcnling Muslims of West 
Bengal since 1926: Vice-President. Mysore Family Association; Foun¬ 
der, Central Muslim Party in the Assembly; Founder and Joint Secre¬ 
tary! All-India Muslim Legislators* Association; Member, Indian 
Central Committee co-operating with the Indian Statutory (Simon) 
Commission, 1928-9; knighted in 1931; d. 13 January 1935* 


62, Sultan Ahmad, Sir, b. 24 December 1880; called to the bar, 
1905; hon. LL. D* Patna, 1931; Deputy Legal Remembrancer to the 
Government of Bihar and Orissa. 1913; Government Advocate. 
1916-37; acted as Judge, Patna High Court. 1919-20; Vice-Chancellor, 
Patna University, 1923-30; Member, Hartog Education Committee, 
1923 9; delegate to the Indian Round Table Conference, 1930-1; 
acting Member of Executive Council of Governor^ of Bihar and 
Orissi, 1932; acting Member, Railways and Commerce, Viceroy’s 
Council, 1937; Law Member, 194U3; Member in Charge of Informa¬ 
tion and Broadcasting, 1943-6; d. February 1963. 


63. Tiwana, Malik Sir Umar Hayat Khan, b. 1874; educ. 
Allchison Chiefs' (College, Lahore; was given hon. Commission in 18th 
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1C. G. O. Laocen; attended King Edward's Coronation Durbar at 
Delhi; served tn Somaliland; joined Tibet ExpeditjoDf Imperial 
Attache to the late Ameer of Afghaniitan; attended King George’* 
Durbar at Delhi; saw active aervioe in the World War in France and 
Mesopotamia; (mentioned in despatches); Mods. Sar, 1914; Member, 
Provincial Recruiting Board; represented Punjab, Delhi War Con¬ 
ference in 19IS; served in the 3rd Kabul War (mentioned in des- 
patches); made Colonel; Member, Esher Committee. 1920| had been 
President of the National Horse Breeding and Show Society of India; 
A. D, C. (Hon. for life) to H. M. the King-Emperor, 1930; attended 
service Jubilee Function in London, 1935; Member, Council of 
Secretary of State for India. 1929.34 and Deputy Herald; Landlord; 
d, 24 March 1935, 


64. Wood, Edward Frederic Lindley, b, ISSI; President of the 
Board of Education, 1922-4 and 1932’5; Mintsler of Agriculture. 
1924*5: created Baron Trwjn, 1925; Viceroy of India, 1926-31 (the 
only Viceroy during this century who won confidence of alt sectioos 
of Indian political leadership); Conservative party delegate to the third 
session of the Indian Round Table Conference (1932) and member of 
the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Indian Constitutional Reform, 
1933-4; succeeded father as Viscount Halifax, 1934; Secretary for 
War, 1935; Lord Privy Seal, 1936-7; Lord President of Council, 
1937-8; Foreign Secretary, L938-40: member of War Cabinet, 1939*45; 
Ambassador to Uniled States, 1941-6; created Bart 1944; d. 1959, 


65. Zaf^r ALi Khan, Maulana. b, 1873; educ. Mission High 
School, Waiirabad, and M. A- 0. College (later Muslim University), 
Aligarh: Private Secretary to Mawab Mohsin-ut-Mulk,’ served in the 
Hyderabad State and rose to bo Secretary, Home Department; edited 
and published daily Zamindart Lahore, which played a major role in 
the independence movemenu; politician, poet, journalist, orator; 
Initially, active member, Majlts;-i>Ahrar-i*Is]ami and toolc active 
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part in the Sbahidgaitj afiTair; disenchanted, and joined Mutlinii 
League; d. 1956. 


66. Zafnilla Khan, Chaudhri Sir Muhammadj b. 6 February 
1993; educ. Oovernment College* Lahore, (B. A. Punjab), King's 
College and Lincoln's Tnn^ London, (LL. B. London and Barrister-at- 
Law); Advocate, Sialkot, Punjab* 1914-16; practised in Lahore High 
Court* 1916-35; editor **7ndliin Corw"', 1916-32; Member, Punjab Leg¬ 
islative Connciti 1926-35; delegate to three session** of Indian Round 
Table Conference, 1930-2 and to Joint Parliamentary Committee on 
IndUn Consihutional Reforms, 1933; President, All India Muslim 
League,'1931; Member. Viceroy’s Executive Council, 1932 and 1935-41; 
knighted in 1935; K, C. S* L 1937; Leader Indian delegation to session 
of Assembly of League of Nations, December 1939; Agent-Giacral to 
Government of India in China, 1942; Judge, Indian Feieral Court, 
October 1941-June 1947; Constitutional Adviser to Mawab of Bhopal, 
June-December 1947; Minister of Foreign Affairs and Commonvfealth 
Relations, Pakif^tan, 1947-54; Leader Pakistan delegation to Annual 
Sessions of General Assembly of U. N. 1947-54; to Security Council 
of U. N. on India-Pakistan dispute, 194ft-51; Permanent Representa¬ 
tive of Pakistan at U. N„ 1961-4; Presidentj U, N. General Assembly, 
1962; Member, International Court of Justice, 1954-61 and since 1964; 
its President since 1970; Hon. LL, D. Cantabs, Columbia, Denver, 
California; Hon. Fellow, King’s College, London; Hon. Bencher, 
Lincoln’s Inn; from rank leader of the Ahmad 1 community; leads a 
quiet and retired life in England. 


67, Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr. Sir, b. 1877; edne^ Mahomedan 
Anglo-Oriental College, Aligarh, Trinity College, Cambridge. Al- 
Azhar, Paris and Bologna (Italy), B. A., 1903, M. A-, 1908, Ph. D, 
Gottingen University, 1905, D. Sc. Allahabad University; Member, 
Sir Michael Sadler's Calcutta University Commission; Professor of 
Mathematics, M. A, O. College, AJi«arh, 1907, Principal, 1918, Pro- 
Vice-Chancellor of Aligarh University, 1920-8; elected Vice-Chancel¬ 
lor in April 1935 and coatiaued till 1938; C. I. E,. 1915, knighted in 
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\9Us reprtteated Allababtd Uoivoriity id the U. P. UgUlative 
CoDDcU f Member of Skeea and Shea CommUteei on Indiani^tion 
Anny; Member* Railway Statutory Board Committee^ d. in London* 
December 1947* 
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